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Befides one State will tax anotlier.  The confumers wiil go to

‘ the moft convenient market. So that the attempt to make each

State pay its own debt will be defeated, and the payments will
fall as unequally as if the affumption fhould take place and the ac-
counts not be fettled.  New=Hamplhire, Conanetticut, Jerfey and
North-Cdrolina would pay almoft wholly into the treafuries of
the neighbor States. * The non-importing States will be obliged
alfo to impofe diret taxes to pay their creditors, fo that their
eitizens wiil be doubly taxed. It State excifes then yield fo ltdle
and are {o unequal, where are_th {e myfterious, State ‘refources,
which are inacceflable to Congre(s ? If they are not of an incom-.
nunicable nature, we can judge better by hearing the {ubjeéts of
taxation named. It ought to appear that fuch ex it, and that Con-
grefs could not draw them forth.

Ifvou rejeét excifes, you cannot have an adequate revenue,
and if the Statcs have alfo excifes, the revenue will be impoverifh-
ed and hazarded. For if an article can pay both duties there is a
lofs to get but one, it might as well be colleted throughout the U-
nited States, as in one State, and if it cannot pay both, one orboth
treafuries will fuifer for the lofs. Befides you incur a double ex-
pence of colleétion.

What revenues are left you it the excife is rejeéted ? With fuch
aflender fum you cannot offer new terms.  The odification of
the entire debt as firft propofed makes a faving in ‘the capital of
almoft thirteen millions. The debt to be alfumed is about twen-
ty-four. The iatereit on the difference, or on .the real increafe of
debt By affuming is lefs than 500,000 dollars yearly.

We depend upon two principles tor ihe fecurity of the revenues.
One s that the trading people will not be difpo‘ed to offend, and
the other is that all others will be inclined to watch and expofe
them if they Mhould. N ever was (o papular a revenae fyltem. But
the violence to the jult demands of the creditors, depriving them
of the money they have been ufed to receive, and creating in the
itates an ntercit to have your colleétion fail, in order to made the
Qtate funds effeGual, will produce a moft difaltrous change. It s
fetting men’s intercits as well as opinions againft you. Nor wiil
the landed interelt have a different fentiment—For they will be
murmuring under the load of direét taxes, and the more the ftatc
revenues can be improved by leflening the national, the lefs they
will have to bear. )

What reafon is there, then, forafferting that more money can be
obtained and more eafily, by feveral {yitems than by one ? This
bold affertion which the fenle of America would refute, if its ex-
_perience had not done it already, is not true of impofts. I have
endeavoured to expofe its fallacy with regard to ftate excifes—They
produce much evil and little money. Dirett taxes, infulficient as
they ar, can be impofed by Congrefs to any amount, which ought
to be required as well as by the ftates, and 1do notknow that they
would be more obnoxious. It is true jult complaint 1s made of
their unequal operation, and I truft thatcongrefs will not be under
the necellity to callforthem. What advantages for taxauion do the
flates poflels over Congrefs ? We ought not to admit that any
fochexift ull the reafons and faéts are made knowns to us—which
has not yet been done.

Without adequate funds, the ftates cannot propofe to their ere-
ditors a modification of thedebt. By the conftitution, they are
reftrained from pafling laws to impair contraéts. The burden
will reft upon the ftates if not affumed, at fix per cent. for without
funds the creditors will not confent to take lefs ; it affamed, upon
Congrefs at four; is this the more ealy way of paying part of 8o
millons ? It makes a difference of fcveral millions againdt the
public. ;

If we commit an crror by not affuming, it will be an expenfive
one.. Have we fonds fo abundant and fafe, thatwe may divide and
mangle with impunity ? But weare told that probably there wili
be an affamption at the next feffion, and that it 1s improper to pals
a decifion at the prelent, efpecially as immediate provifion is not
to be made, and as delay will reconcile men’s miads to the mea-
fure. Thisis plaufivle, but at lcaft it1s yielding the great point as
to the principls. Ifthe pufinefs fhould be referred to the next fef
fion, with intent then to afTame, the ftates will not impofe taxes
and frame funding fyltems fog halfa year. Io the mean timg,
this flateof their paper. will make it the fubje& of the moft perni-
cious fpeculation. It will be cagrofled for a trifls by toreigners,
and at the fame timé aggravate the fcarcity ofmgncy by employ-
ing what there is, in purchafes. In this ftate of fufpenfe and lo's
will the public mind becometranquil ? Will it unite the two forts
of creditors? Buttho’ you delay the intereft on the ftate debts to
1792, you pafs the revenuce laws as foon as poffible. By delay
vou will lofe the revenue which may accumulate priorto that
time—Suppofe a millionand an half abtained before the payment
of intereft thall beg'n, that fum will {ecure the interclt againit any
probable deficiency ofthe duties for twoor three years.  Wili not
the public, will not the creditors of every defeription, derive ad-
vantage from an immediate affumption and eftablifhmeunt of du-
ties, and from the propofed delay of payiag intereit ?

It 15 an unufual thing for a genileman 1n a public affembly to al-
fert, that four fifth . of the ptopleare of his wayof thinking. ~ This
however, has been done. It 1snot ftrarze for perfons o miftake
their own opinion for that of the public. Thefe fond prepotlcili-
ons may be received inftead of evidence; but they cannot weigh
much againft cvidence. My information may have been lefs dili-
gently fought, and lefs c?rctully examine than that geatleman’s;
but I have compared it with what has been gathered by my
friends, and I declare that I belie e four fiths of the wife and wor-
thy men, in a very wide extent of country, look with itrong dul-
approbalion upon the injultice, and with anxious terror upon the
impolicy of rejeéting the {tate debts,

Little notice has been taken of an argument for the affumption,
which, 1f juft, is entitled to a great deal ; [ mean that which has
been urged to fhew that 1t will ftrengthen the government.  The
an{wer given is, that, inftead of pecuniary imfluence, new powers
are wanting to the conflitution.  This is not denying the argo-
ment, but alfertinga propofition, which, iffalfe, isto be difregard-
ed, and if true, ts not inconfiftent with the powmt inqueltion. So
far hhom denying, it feems to admit the utilhty of the alfumption,
and afferts the utillity of fome other thing, Which other thing
he has not ('xpiamtd, and if he had, it is probably unattainable,
nor will it§ attainment, be it whatit may, be prevented by the af-
fumption.— But before we afk for new powers. on paper, let us
exercife thofe which are aftually vefted in Congrefs. What will
new powersavail us, if we fuffer the conftitution to bécome a dead
letter ? What has dropped from the g ntleman in regard go this
point, amounts to an 1mportant conceflion.  Little topics of ob-
je€tion fink to nothing, when it is allowed that the affumption will
ftrengthen the government. Is the principle of union too ftrong ?
Do not all good men debreto make it perfect ? What nation has

. more to hope from union, or to fear from difunion? Shall we

_makethe union lefs ftrong than the people have intended to make
it, by alopting the conftitution ? And do not all agree, that the
sffumption is not a neutral meafure ? 1f its adopuion will give
firength to the union, its reje€tion will have the contrary effeét.

I have thought'af this government withthe fondeft enthufiafm.
1 have confidered it as tending to mend the conditien of mankind,
and to perpetuate the bleflings o€ liberty. —At this late period of
the debate, it is hardly poflible for gentlemen to exercife impartia-
hiv. It willbean aét of virtue, of magnanimous felf command
to do mare—to place themfelves for a moment in the fitnation of
the advocates of the affumption, and to {ce with their eyes. They
Jove their country, and mean to ferve it ; -and Tam {ure they would
fhrink from the fpeétre of its mifery which haunts us; they woald
not confent toundo the conftitution in pralice, to realize the cvils
which were only apprebended under the confederation, and which
were prevented” by the total want of power in Congrefs. With
this pninciple, however, it will be found that power enough is gi-
cen to create divifion; and to makeit fatal : It will beggar the
goverment, aod bind it in chains.

[—sto—]1
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30.

' MESSAGE was received from the Prefident

of the United States, with the copy of an

Act of theLegiflature of the State of Rhode-Ifland,

for ratifying certain articles of amendment to
the Conftitution of the United States.

Mr. Williamfon prefented a Memorial from
Dr. Thomas Rufton, in behalf of the directors of
a Cotton Manufacory in the State of Pennfylva-
nia.

In Committee of the whole on the bill concern-
ing the tradeand navigation of the United States.

“Mr. Madifon entered into a difcuflion of the
principles on which the trade and navigation of
‘he United States ought to be regulated—the
idea of difcrimination in refpect to foreigners,as
propofed in the bill originally, having been dif-
agreed to,however juft and reafonable he thought
that diftin¢tion to be, he faid, as there appeared
to be a majority againftit, he fhould wave any
further arguments on the fubject, and wonld
fuggzeft the J)rinciplc of reciprocity as an idea
which would meet the general approbation of
the Committee.  He adduced feveral particulars
to fhew that t%.6 reciprocity does not exift in our
crade and intercourfe with Great Britain ; while
our fhipping is excluded frem many ofher ports,
and admitred into others under fuch reftrictions
asare nearly tantamount to a prohibition—their
thipping is freely admitted into all the ports,
harbors and bays of the United Srates.

He then read two propofitions in the following
words, which he propofed {‘uld be added as
claufes to the bill, viz.—

And be it further enaffed, That in all cafes
where veflels belonging to the citizens of the
United States may be prohibited from bringing
any articles from any foreign port or place, by
laws or regulations of the fovereign thereof, into
any port or place within the United States, the
veilels belonging wholly cor in part te the fabjects
of fuch fovereign, fhall' after the day
of during the continuance of fuch
prohibition, be prohibited from bringing like
articles into the United States, on pain of being
feized and forfeited to their ufe. And the maf-
ters or owners of all foreign vefiels clearing
from any port of the United States, with any ar-
ticles the growth,produce or manufacture there-
of, fhall give bond with fufiicient fecurity, that
no part of the faid articles fhall be delivered at
any portor place to which veflels belonging to
citizens of the United States may not be permit-
ted to tranfport like articles from the United
Stares.

And be it further enalled, That in all cafes

where veflels belonging to citizens of the United
States, may b8 prohibited by the Jaws or regula:
tions of that foreign country, from carrying
thereto articles not the growth, produce or ma
nufacture of the United States, the veflels belong-
ing wholly or in part to the fubjedis, citizens or
inhabitants of fuch country, thall, after the
day of and during_the continuance of
fuch prohibition, be prohibited in like manner
from bringing any articles not the growth, pro-
duce or manufacture of fuch country, into the
United States, on pain of being feized and for-
feited to their ufe.
Y Thefe propofitions being confidered as very
interefting and important in their confequences,
it was moved that the commirtee fhould rife, that
the members might take time to confider them.

'é‘hle motion for the committee’s rifing was op-
p() eda,

M. Wadfworth afked *at reafon could be af"
figned for the committee’s rifing !—for his part
he was ready to meet the propofitions—he be-
lieved he fhould vote for them—He confidered
them as calculated to try the ftrength of the com
mittee—it is coming to the point—it is propofin
a very bold meal’urgindeedp; but if it i?thgughgt
we can ftand the fhock, I fhould have no objection
to tryit. Ihope the committee will proceed to
difcufs the propofitions.

M,r..Vining obferved that he had no objection
to taking up the fubject—but as gentlemen ap-
pear_dchrous of taking time to confider the pro-
pofitions he was in favor of the committee’s ri.
fing—With refpect to the ¢ boldnefs” of the
meafure, he wds at a lofs to find the propriety of
the epithet—for his part, he confidered it as a
meafure of firmirefi—and as fuch highly becom-
ing the national legiflature of this country to
adopt.

Mr. Sherman obferved, that he faw i
that favor’d. of boldnefsin the propoﬁ:ionx;f?}l,zy
appeared him to be natural, and nothing more
than a proper aflertion of the equal rights of
this cou.ntry—lt is merely meeting with counter
regularions, the regulations of other countries
tpat are hoftile to our interefts—this we have ;’z
right undf)ubredly to do. I hopethe committee
vvfll] not rife, but difcufs the fubje&, that the me-
rits of the propofitions may be ful]; known

Mr. Goodhue fpoke generally in favor o.fthc
propofitions, and agaiuft the committee’s rifin

_Mr. Jacklon wasin favor of the committege.'s
rlﬁng~_~the propofitions he confidered asver
traordmary indeed—and ifthey ﬂnoulci be ad};e}t{:
ed, they will annihilate, in a great meafure, fhe

trade of Georgia, to the \Ve(i‘-lndics,'ﬁnd M%bc.

lieved of North Carolina too, norwit o

‘what the gentlemau from that State has faid j;

the courfe of debate on this fubject.
it extraordinary that the gentleman from

‘ginia thould come forward with one exceptiona.

ble propofition afeer another—the gentlemsan hay.
ing loft one favorite propofition, fo tenacious js
he of his object, that he now brings forward ang. |
ther, in my opinion,{aid hie,fulias exceptionable, -
The queftion being taken was carried in <o)
affirmative—the committee rofe, and reported the
propofitions, which are to be taken into confider.
ation to-morrow. : %
I'he houfe then went into committee on thy
WAYS and MEANS for pafing the intereft gn
the public debr.!)me time was {pent in o
confideration of the plan reported by Mi—.*y;x;
fimons, but the conumitree did not come toap g
decifion. Adjourned, .~ '7
¥HURSDAY, JULY 1. *[ o+
The petition of John Fitch, of Philadelphia, re.
lative to fteam as :!pplied to the purpofcgt:,?:%ﬁ; £
gation, was read. R oo
Mr, Boudinot of the committee appointed for
that purpofe reported a bill to' provide for the
national defence.
The bill further to provide for the pa .(';
theinvalid penfioners of the U. S. was read the
third time and pafled. 3 50 &
A meﬂi:(%e was received from the Prefident of
the United Staces, informing that he had given
his affent tothree acts, which originated in the
Houfe : An Actproviding the meansofimﬁm >
between the United States and foreign nations s
An A@, for the relief of Nathaniel Tyining, an#t
an Act to fatisfy the claims of Jotm ord a.
gainft t}&e Ur}ited States. Savr b A
A meflage from the Senate informed the Hoy
that chey-l%ad pafled rhe bill enendiné?s‘q”{e ‘

meration ]ito the State of Rhode-Ifland,

¥

qpaf

There of the committee on the memoria
of Thom’; arclay was read—the fu s
which is, that the fum of 3333} dollars be allow.
ed the Memorialift in full fi’rghis fervicét»:g-‘;:
thetime he was employed by the United States
exclufive of neceflary expences. A mqfion,fm’-
re-commitiing the report occafioned fome debate,
but was carried in the affirmative,

Iu committee of the whole on the w and
Meaxs todifcharge the intereft of the debtof the
United States, the refolutions of the Ql&g m-

mittee were agreed to—thefe are, rft.
thelmpoft one third--and the dutieson
ing enumerated articles to the {um
each—  Diftilled Spirits— 15y
Madeira Wine-———32. ¢
Other Wines———783.  ( gl
Molafles———34. o A
Bohea Tea ro. Centspr.1b.
Souchong and other black Teas, 18. 1-6.
Hyfon 32. ; & |
Other Green Teas 203,
Coffee—4. 3
Brown Sugar k. -
Loaf ditto———3.
All other do.- 2§-
Pepper 7. 4-100,
* Pimento 44-
Nutmegs 65.
Macet =233
Cinnamon
Cloves 124.
Caflia———10
2. .Re/blved, Thatafter the dayof.
the difcount of ten per cent.of the duties on goods,
wares and merchandize, imported in fhips or
veflels, the property ofa citizen or citizens ofthe
United States, be difcontinued, and that an addi-
tion of ten per cent. be made to the duties ot
goods, wares, or merchandife, imported in any
other fhip or veflel.
Or.dered, That thefe Refolutions lie on the ta-
ble till to-morrow. " Adjourned.
FRIDAY, JULY 2.
The report of the committee of the whole houfe on the weys
and means to difcharge the intereft on the debt of the United
States was taken up, and agreed to without amendment.

;Mr. Stone moved to infert the article falt at an additional duty
of 2 cents per bufhel—this occafioned a lengthy debate; the mo-

tion was negatived. .

A commuttee conflilting of Mr: Fitzfimons, Mr.-Sherman and
Mr. Tucker, wasappointed to bring in a bill agreeableto the re-
port. ¢

. A meflage was received from the Senate, with l'l;iﬂ-;d“"'

20

mining the temporary and permanent refidence of €t refs—the
{ubRance of which is, that the temporary refidence i | be at Phi- J
ladelphia from the commencement of the next feflion in Decety

ber, till the year 1800 ; and from that period, the parmanent o
dence to be on the Potowmac  This bill was read the 5"',’“"
fecond time—ordered to be printed, and referred tothe eommitiee
of tne whole houfe on Tuc{day next. ot
The report of the Committee on the Fees, &c: tothe Conivis S
the United States, was taken into confidération. The fft claafe
of the report authorifed Confuls and Vice Confuls to receiye fees
ﬁmxl;r to thofe eftabltfhed by law in the places for which theyare
appointed ; and where no fuch fees are eftablithed,they were'to =
allowed dollars on the entry and clearance of every Ame-
rican veffel of 100 tons and under—and ———— dollars o8 £y
fuch veffel of 100 tons and upwards. This claufe, 00 el
Mr. Fitzfimons was ftruck out. ~The other parts ofthe i
which allows them to receive dollars for copis of(;f-
tificates and other documents, alfo to own American vel els, :[-
were agrecd to. It was then voted that the bill be ".‘co@m'} cr‘
—and the Committee inftruéted to confider and report oy o
ther provifion fhould be made for Confuls and Vice-Confult-

Mr. Benfon had leave of abfence for a fortnight.
Adjourned till Monday 10 o'Clack. .
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