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(coNTINUATION.)

€ The multitude, in all couniries, are patient to a
certain point.”’

OVERNMENT can never be fo far redu-
ced ro afcience, as ta render it proper
for Legiflators to act, on all occafions, by general
principles. Some particular cales may be invol-
ved in fuch fingular circomftances, that natural
fagacity becomes a better guide than principles
or precedents. And it will frequently be a point
of great delicacy with a legiflaror to determine,
how far his condu¢t thould be controled by the
public opinion. Itis apt to be fuppofed that the
fentiments of a free, enlightened people, are fel
dem founded in error.  This idea mulft be a lit-
tle qualified, before it can be adopted as one of
thofe fpecific maxims which reft on immutable
truth. I will dilate briefly upon the fubject, and
leave the readerto form fuch a refult as his own
reflections smay dictate.

The general fenfe of the community is always
too folemn to be trifled with; and it is often too
powertul to be refifted. Bar this folemnity and
force can ouly prevail in ficuations ofa very mo-
mentous nature. Moft queftions that are difcuf-
fed are not obvious or interefting enough toaffect
the touch of the great bulk of mankind. Ifale-
giflature happen to pafs laws contrary to nataral
juftice, or illy accommodated to the adventitious
ftate of the people, they will probably excite un-
eafinefs, and ought to be repealed. In times of
great diforder, the current prejudices of the day
may be favorable to laws that are capricious or
unjuft; but the operation of fuch laws will foon
become unpopular. So on the other hand, ina
difturbed irregular ftate of fociety, a temper of
oppofition, in the public mind; againft a juft and
honorable mode of procedure, will imperceptibly

ive way to the progrefs of juftice and good or-

er. Thereisa righvand wrong in the nature
of things ; and it will be found that popular pre-
judice will not long fupport the one, or refift the
other. Society mult diffolveitfelf when the peo-
ple can be drawn into a ferious oppofition to
meafures founded in wifdom and recticude. The
complaints therefore of difcontented men fhould
never divert public rulers from fuch purfuits as
are in themfelves honelt and prudent: Though
{fome people may murmur, the great mafs of the
communii; will obey.

T he multitude, in all countries, are patient to acer-
tain point. 'They will geuerally bear, as much
as ought to be borne by human nature, Izei_o:'e
they refufe obedience, and fly to wars and infaor-
rections for relief. There are few or no revolis
where the error has been principally on the fide
of the opprefled. Perhaps fome circumftances of
difrefpect or provocation may attend the oppo-
fition, but the fundamental maxims of a revoliing
people will gain advocates in proportion as they
are difcufled. Clamors and fufpicions may or-
ginate in trifles, and often deferve no notice.—
But deliberate difaffediion among the mafs of the
people, meft be redrefled by the government, or
1t will redrefs itlelf.

To cherifh the caprice ofan individual, or com-
munity, is a ready way to incur ill will and con-
tempt. Opinions that have no reafonable foun-
dation will be tranfitory. They may fafely be
difputed- and moderately oppofed. There can
never be any danger in bringing them into pub-
lic exammation. -Nothing tries the merit of pub-
Jic regulations better than to bring them to the
teft of an experiment. If they flirink from the
trial, it is anevidence that they contain fome faife
materials ; bot fill the clamor excited againdt a
meafure under contcmplation is no fuificient
proof, that it-will not turn out favorable in the
experiment. There is an eflential difference in
the fentiments of any- people relative toalaw,
before and after it is put into execution. W hile
a law is inagitation, a thoufand feelings and pre-
judices may give it too bad or teo ‘good a color-

“ing ; but when it takes effect, it begins to beex-

amined among the people, more upon the ground
of its own merit, and will finally {tand or full, as
its reabcharacter deferves. The chief enquiry
a legifiator fhould make,is, what the realinterefls
of the community require of him. Having afcer-
tained this point, he will do well to enquire
whether the popnlar-opinion will probably fanc-
If he finds
the current of prejudice agamit him; he will, by
degiees, be able to reconcile the feelings of the

ry thing ought to be reettablithed.
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people to their true interefts. It is a matter of

a good deal ot diferetion to courtieract errors that
may exift in fociety, againft the public good ;
but the difficulty of the tafk will never deter a
firmand virruous legiflator from making attempts.
Moderation is compatible with firmnefs, and he
will not, it he be a prudent man, defeat his pur-
pofe by rafhnefs, any more than he will lofe it
by delay. Difcretion is as much a public virtue
as honelty or patriotifin ; but it ¢an never be dif-
creet to flarter people in their grejodices and
faults, when it would promote their profperity to
lay them afide. .

TRANSLATED
FOR THE GAZETTE OF THE UNITED STATES.

ADDRESS of the NATIONAL ASSEMBLY to the
PEOPLE of FRANCE.
Fesruary t1th, 1790.
(CONTINUED)) ¥
UCH is our work, people of France, or rather
fuch is yours ; for we are but your ergans,
it is you who have enlightened, cncouraged and
fupported us inour labors. Whar period can be
compared with the prefent ! What an honora-
ble inheritance you are about tranimitting to pof-
terity ! Raifed to ghe rank ofeicizens, admiﬂrblc
to every employm@nt, enlightened cenforsof the
adminiftration ! Although ydu are not the d=po-
fitories, youare certain that eévery thing ic done
through you, and for you, who are equal in the
fight of the law ; free to act, to fpeak, to write,
accountable to no man, but only to the common
will . what condition can be fairer ! Can there
be a citizen, deferving that name, who dares caft
a look behind, who would wifh to dig up the ru-
ins with which we are furrounded, to rebuild the
former edifice ?

But what has not been faid ! What has not
been done to weaken in you the impreflion which
fo much good ought to produce !  We have do-
[Proyed every thing, they fay @ that means, thateve-
And what is
there tobe regretted ! Would you wifh toknow ?
of all the objects that have been reformed or de-
firoyed, let fuch perfons be interrogaied, as are
not interefted ; let even the candig opinion of
fuch as are interefted be required ; only except

fach, as to enhance the afllictions of perfonal in- |

teveft, commiferate atthis hour, the fute of thofe
who at other times were indifferent to them ;
and we fhall fee whether the reform of each of
thefe objeéts does not comprehend the geueral
wifhes of the public.

We'bhave alfed with too great precipitation ; and
many others reproach us with having alied tos
flowly. With too much precipitation ! Are they
ignorant that it is only by attacking and over-
tarning abufes all at once, that we may hope to
fee ourfelves effe¢tnally delivered ; that then
and then only, every perfon finds himfelf inter-
efted in the eftablithment of order ; that flow
and partial reforms have always ended in re-
forming nothing ; in fhort, that the abufes which
are preferved, become the prop, and fhortly the
reftorer of fuch as were fappofed to be deftroy-
ed?

“« Qur Affemblics are tumultuons.”” To what pur-
pofe this complaint, provided the decrees i ued
by them are wife ! We are however, far from
wifhing to prefent to your admiration, the detail
of all our debates. We have more than once
been aflicted by them ourfelves ; but we have at
the fame time perceived that it was too unjufl to
endeavour to take the advantage of them ; and
afterall, this impetuofity was the almoft inevita-
ble effe@ of the firft engagement that ever per-
haps took place between principles and errors.

We are accufed with having a/pired after a chi-.
merical perfection.- Foolifh 'rc%ruach ! Which is
plainly but a thin difguifed ‘wifh to perpetuate
abufes—The National Aflembly has never attend-
ed to fuch fervile interefted & pufillanimous mo-
tives : It has had the courage or rather the rea-
fon to believe, that ufeful ideas, neceflary to
mankind, were not neceflarily deftined to adorn
the pages of a book ; and that the fupreme Be-
ing, by giving perfectibility to man, the pa‘u’ncu]'ar
attribute of his nature, did not prohibit him
from applying it to .SOCIAL ORDER, which has
become the moft univerfal of his interefts, and
almoft the firft of his wants.

Is it poffible, they fay to regemerate an old and
corrupted nation. Let them learn, that none are
corrupted but fuchas wifh to perpetuate corrupt
abufes ; and that a nation will renovate, the day

1
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it refolvesto renew its liberry. Mark the rifing

eneration ; whofe heartsalready palpitete with
joy and hope ! How pure, noble, and partriotic
are its fentiments ! With what an enthufiafim do
we obferve it endeavouring to have the honor of
being admitted to take the citizens oath ! But
why anfwer fuch a miferable veproach ! Shall
the National Aflembly be reduced to excufe it-
fellf for not having defpaired of the French peo-
ple ?

Nothing has yetbeen done for the people, they have
dared to fay—And yet it is the people’s canfe
which every where trinmphs. Nothingdone for
the people ! And does not every abufe which
has been deftroyed, prepare orfecure confolation
for them ? They did not complain—becaufe the
excefs of their misforctunes fiifled their com-
plaints. At this time they are unbappy. Say rather

oy are flill unhappy.” Bur they fhallnot Jong be
o ; we pledge our oaths for it, ;

. (T be continued. )
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CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
TUESDAY, JUNE a2r.
Mr. Gerwry’s motion on the affuriftion of the State dcbts, whick was
enferted in this paper f the 26tk, under confideration
Mr. AMES:
IAM abliged to obtrude my fentiments upon the committec,under
ciicumitances which ftifle the hope of procuring for thern
a welcome reception. The curiofity of the ugembly”' ~the firft

ftages of a public debate, will procure fome indulgence and ad-
minifter confiderable aid to him who hasto fupport a part in ite—

But this fubje€t has been debated till it has become tedious; there
is very little remaining to be be faid which can excite curiofity, -

or reward attention. The feelings of the committee will procure

me belief wheu I fay, that I obey the duty of attempting to, ob=:

viate the obje€tions which have been urged by the gentleman from
Virginia, and which I think,is impoled upog me by the nature
of fome of them, with an unaffeéted reluétance. I will hope,
however, that a candid condefcenfion to the neceflity of my fitua~
tion, and a {enfe of public duty, will overcome, or zu('pcnd fora
time, the difguft which has attended the revival of this debate.
The zeal of the gentlemen, on both fides, has led them to draw

aid to their caufe from very remote fources. But all the objec~ &

tions agaioft the aflumption may be comprifed in thefe two—that
the meafuve is sgainft jultice, and againfk policy. Both fides of
the queftion have been maintained with an uncommon warmth of
conviflion—in candor, and probably in &riét truth, thisought to
be mutually underftood-ssthe evidence of a fincere zeal for the
public good. o8 ; 2

To evince the juftice of the aflumption, Itake, as the ground
of my reafoning, a propofition wliicg is-admitted on both fides;
that the expences of the war ought to be made a common charge
upon the United States. Yo ' "

It will illuftrate my argument, to obferve, that this war was be~
tween thiscountry and Britain, and not a war of particular States
—All America, Congrefs intheir refolves, the aét appointingcom-
miffioners to fettle the accounts, the late amendment (Mr. Madi-
{on’s) to the propofition for affumingthe State dcbts, and the ob-
je€tions to that propofition corroborate the idea that the expences
of the war ought to be equalized. Aflurse the debts, and fettle
theaccouats, and thisiseffelted. Thereis anend to the inequal.

ity as foon asthis is done.—~This anfwer is fo plain and conclufive, _

that it is attempted to take off its force by faying, that the ac-
counts will not be fertled. If this affertion is true, the non-af-
fumption is plainly unjuft—For the burden is confefledly unequal
now, and the only reafon for refufing to take this burden off fome
of the States, is the certain affurance that they will be relieved from
fo much as fhall be found to exceed their fhare, when the accounts
fhall be fettled. But if the accounts are not to be fettled at all
the States, which are now overloaded, have no juftice to expet
but from the affumption, It cannot be known with certainty
which will be a ereditor, or which a debtar State, at prefent,” If
theaccounts thould not be adjufted, we mult remain in ignorance 5
we ought therefore to exclude all confideration of the other claims,
becauie it would be_ufclefs, and apply the principal of equali-
ty to the State debts,.—The debts to be affumed are either duls
proportioned among the States, orghey are not,  If they are .z)-

roportioned, then 1t is certainly pdlitic, and not unjulty becaufe
it would beequal to affume them. If they are now unduly pro-
portioned, it iseven in terms againit equality to leave them upon
the States. 4 :

Ifthe war has made a random diftribution of debts upon the
States, it is beft to make the amount which is to be left unfettled,
aslittle as may be.  For the probability is, that as you diminifh
the unfettled amounts, you make the inequalities lefs. This will
ferve as an anfwer to thofe alfo who fay, that fuppofing a fettle-
ment to take place two or threc years hence, a State may be re-
lieved from a light burden of its own debt, aud be obliged to
bear, asits proportion of the affumed debt, one mare weighty,
For it is not certain that it will have in that cale more to bear than
its part, and if it {hould turn out to be more, the balance may be
known almoft as foon as the intereft will commence—The alfer~

tion that the accounts will not be fettled, has been made with -

confidence. To judge how far we ought to guide ourconduét by
it, it is enough to examine what States it comea. from. Let the
gentlemen who make it afk their own hearts, let them look round
and afk one another, whether their States are the more clamorous
for their dues, or apprehenfive of a fettlement, which will expofe
their delinquency. Inthis place, where falls are known, this
queftion will be an argument. ) A

But what ground is there for faying that the accounts will not
be adjufted ? This was pofitively engaged hy. the former govern-
ment.” It is improper for Congrefs to aét as if Congrefls,was not
tobe trufted. Commiffioners are employed in the bufinefs ? A
motion to extend their time and powers has met with no o pofi-
tion, and it is maturing into a law. Who will oppole i;?,Not
New-England ! wew: it—we have pledged ourlelves to fupport
it ; you ought to believe us, when it is fo ealy to bring us gi t(ixe
teft.  Ihave myfelf moved refolutions—the beft I could devif
which I thought weuld facilitate—would force a fetlement. I
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