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TRANSLATED
 FOR THE GAZETTE OF THE UNITED STATES.

ADDRESS of the NATIONAL ASSEMBLY to the
PEOPLE of FRANCE.
Fesruary 11th, 1790.

URING the progrefsof their labors, the Na-
tional Afflembly veceives from all quarters

the congratulation of the provinces, cities, and
commanities, the teftimonies of the public joy,
the acclamations of gratitude ; but it likewife
ixe'ars the murmurs, the clamors of thofe who feel
burt ov afllicted at the meafures taken againit
numberlefs abufes,interefts and prejudices. While
engaged in providing for the happinefs of all, it
concerns itfelf with the misfortunes ofindividuals
—it pardons prejudice—fpite and injuftice—but
it confiders it as a duty, to guard you againft the
influences of calumny, and to deftroy the vain
terrors with which you are attempted to be for-
prifed. What meafures have not been taken to
miflead you—to fhake your confidence ?Q—Some
pretend to be ignorant, and afk what good has
the Narional Afflembly done? We will remind
you. Difficulties have been thrown in the way
of what has been done, which we will anfwer.—
Doubts have been circulated, uneafines has been
excited refpecting what will be done. We are
going to inform you.
W hat has the Afiembly done ? It has traced
with a firm hand, inthe midft of forms, the prin-
ciples of a Coufticution, whicl fecures liberty for-,
ever. The rights of man were forgotren—infiglt-
‘ed for ages.—They have been re-effablifhed, in
favor of humanity, by that declaration which will
torever be the fignal to rally againit oppreflion,
and the law of the legiflators themfelves. The
nation had loft the right of decreeing both laws
and impofts—This righs has been reftored to it—
and the true principles of the Meonarchy, the in-
violability of the augnft Chief of the nation, and
the inheritance of the throne in a family, fo dear,
tg every Frenchman, have been, at the fame time
confecrated. We only had the States Cencral,—
You now havea National Ajfembly, which cannor
be ravithed from you. Orders, divided by necefii-
ty, and fubject to ancient pretenfions, heretofore
diccated decrees, and could reftrain the fprings of
the national will—Thefe orders exift no longer—
‘every thing has difappeared before the honorable
diftinction of citizen. 2
Every one having become a citizen, it was necef-
fary to have citizens for your defenders—and at
the %irft fignal we havefeen the National Guard af-
ferabled by patriotifin, and commanded by honor,
‘every where maintains or reftores order, _a_nd
watches withindefatigable zeal over the fecurity
¢ cach, for the intereft of the Wholg.
‘unumerable privileges, irreconciliable ene-
.ies to the public good, compofed the whole of our
public rights : They are deltr?yed, and at the
voice of your Aflembly, the Province moft jealous
of theirs, have applauded their fall—they have
perceived themfelves enriched by their lof—a
vexatious feudal fyftem, fo powerful even in its

lateft ruins, fpread over all France. You we§

tadminiftration,from which youhave bee
eved—arbitrary orders, which encroachéd on
‘the liberty of the citizens are annihilated.
You withed for a compleat organization of the
municipalities: This has jult been given to you,
and the creation of all thefe,bodies,framed by your
fuffrages, prefents atthis moment, a moft ftriking
fpectacle throughout France. The National Af-
fembly has, atr the fame time,*confummated the
work of anew divifion ofthe kingdom,which alone
can efface the laft traces of ancient prejudices—
fubftitute the true love of our country in the place
of the felfith love of a Province—lay the founda.

fubjected in the Provinces, to the regimen of
unﬂﬁa
B

tion of a_good reprefentation, and fixat the fame |

time rhe rights of each man, and of each Canton,
in proportion as they are connecied with the pub-
lic —a ditlicult problem, the folution of which
has remained unknown till our days.

For a long while youn have wifhed for the abo
lition of the, venality of the Magiftracy: It has

been pronounced. You experienced the want of

" a reform, at leaft ofa provilional one, of the prin-
cipal faults of the criminal code : It has been de-

creed, until a general reform can be adopted.—.

Complaints, demands, and claims have been ad-
drefled to us from all
which we have fatisfied as far as it wasin our pow-
er. Themultitude of public engagements terri-
fied vs: We have confecrated the principles, on

uvarters of the kingdom—

power of the Minifters : We have impofed a law
on them, fecuring their refponfibility. The im-
polt of the Gabelle was odious to you : We have
mitigated itin the, fivlt inftance, and have pronii-
fed to do it away intirely—for it is not enough,
that Impofts are indifpenfably neceflary for the
public exigencies—they oughtalfo tobe jultifia-
ble on account of their equality, their wifdomand
their mildnefs. Immoderate penfions, frequent-
ly lavithed without the knowledge of your King,
ravithed from you the fruiis of your labors. We
have in the firft inftance confidered them with an
eye of feverity, and we are about comprehend-
ing them within the limits of firict joftice. In
fhortthe finances reqnired immenfe reformation
—feconded by the Minifter who has obtained your
confidence, we have labored at them without cef-
fation, and you will foon enjoy the benefit.—
(To be continued.)
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Order is Heav'ns firft law—and this confe/s'd,

Some are, and muft be, greater than the reft :

More rich, more wife—But who infers from hence,

That fuch are happier, [hocks all common fenfe.

HE world is fenfible of the neceffity of {up-

A porting their favourites under  the fir{t on-
fetts of misfortunc—left the fail fhould be dread-
ful and irrecoverable—for according to the great

Maiter of Nature,
*Tis certain tnefs, once fallen ot with fortune,
Muft fall out with men too : What the declin’d is
He (ha!l as foon read inthe eyes of others, :
As feel in his own fall ; For men,like butterflies,
Shew not their mealy wings but to the fummer ;
And not a man for being fingly man,
Hath any honor ; but’s honor’d for thofe honors
“T'hat are without him, as place, riches, tavor,
Prizes of accident as oft as merit.
Mankind are fo fenfible of thefe things, that by
akind of inftinct or intuition, they generally fol-
low the advice of the fame author.
Take the inltant way
For honor travels ina ftraizht fo narrow
Where one but goes abreaft : Keep then the path,
For Emulation hath a thoufand fons,
That one by onc purfue ; if you give way,
Or hedgealide from the direét forth-right,
Like to an enter’d tide, they ali rufh by,
And leave you hindmoft ;
Or like a gallant horfe, fali’n in firt rank,
Lie there for pavementto the abjeét rear,
O’¢rrun and trampled on.

The inference from all the contemplations and
experiments which have been made, by all na-
tions, upon thefe difpofitions to jmitation, emu-
lation, and rivalry, is exprefled by the fame great

teacher of morality and politics.
Degree being vizarded,
Th’ unworthict fhews as fairly in the mafk. -
The Heavensthemfelves, the Planets and this center,
Obferee degree, priority and lplact,
Infifture, courfe, proportion, feafon, form,
Office and cuftom, in all line of order : .
And thercfore is the glorious planet Sol,
In noble eminence, enthron'd and fpher'd
Amidft the others; whofe med'cinableeye
Correéts the ill afpeéts of planets evil,
And pofts, like the commandment of a King
Sans check, to good and bad ; but when the planets
In evil mixture, to diforder wander,
What plagues and what portents ! what mutiny !
What raging of the fea | Shaking of carth !
Commotion in the winds ! frights, changes, horrors,
Divert and crack, rend and deracinate,
The unity and married calm of Rtates, 3
Quite from their fixure ? O, when degree is fhak’d,
Which 1s the fadder to all lugh defigns,
The enterprizeis fick ! how could communities,
Degrees in {chools, and brotherhoods in cities,
The primogeniture and due of birth,
Prerogative of age, crowns, fceptres, laurels,
But by degree, ftand in duthentic place ?
Tuke but degree away ; untuncthat ftring
And hark ! what difcord follows ! each thing meets
In meer oppugnancy : the bounded waters !
Should hift thei:,bo?oms, higher than the thores,
‘And make a fop, of all this folid globe :
Strength thould be lord of imbccili?',
And the rude fon fhould frike his father dead :
Force fhould be right ; or rather rightand wroug
Should loofe their names, and fo thou!d juftice too.
Then every thing includes itfelf in power,
Power mto willy will into appetite ;
And appetice an univerfal wolf,
Muft make per force an univertal prey,
And loft cat up himfelf. x
Tlis chaos, when degree 1. fuffocate
Followsthe choaking,
The General’s difdain’d,
By him one ftep below = he by the next;
That next by him bencath : fo eyery ftep
Exampled by the firft pace, that is fick
+Of his {uperior, grows to an envious fever e
Of pale and bloodlefs emulation. ’
] “Troy in our weaknefs flands, not in her firength,
Molt wifely hath Uly(Tes here difcovered :
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CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTA i IVES.
3 TUESDAY, MAY 25.
Mr. Gerry’s motion on the affumption of the State dihts, which was
inferted in this paper of the 26th, underconfideration
(Mr, BOUDINOT’s Spe€CH CONCLUDED,)

HERE is no connettion between my debt azaindt the perfon

who may become my fecurity to another, and the creditor
to whom T'owe a debt of my own contraéting—Suppole in com-

mon dealing A. owes B. 100l. but being unable to pay, gives C

(who owes him money) as his fecurity to B.—Before the debt is
paid, C the fecurity becomes infolvent, and A retricves his eifaurs
and is able to pay—would any man think A in his fenfcs, to re-
ful: payment o B. becaufe C. was unable to pay the debt dus to
him. But it C. had paid themoney to B.then thedebt was chang-
ed and €. would have a right to charge it again{t the debt he owed
to A. So, whencver the State has difcharged a debt owiag by
Congrefs, tothe indi.idnal citizen. and hasthe evidince of 1t in

her treafury, fuch State has no right to demand a repayment, ’ul,
by the fettiement of her accounts with the United States, it f(ha!l
appear, that a balance is duc to her. Thisis every day’s prattice
between man and man!  But both the equity and policy of this
meafure have been denied. As to the firft, let it be afked, arethe
faéts above fet forth true, ¢ thatthe debt wasoriginally that of the
United Stater, ani that the creditor has never received any fatis-
faftion lor it 2 Iffo, where is the juftice or equity of making a
difcrimination among our creditors ¢ Can any man affizn a realon,
why debis of the {ame nature, under the fame contraét znd for
the {ame fervices, {hould be reiefted and treated 2s of no force,
merely becaufe they hate been fettled and voached by different of-
ficers, under the fame authority. ~ What will the veteran foidier
and the refpe€table militaman, who, under every dif-ourage-
ment tousht your battles, gnd rifqued their lives for your prefer-
vation. qat will i?zauiot farmer, whor furnifhed you with
fupplies i the day-of darknels and diftrefls—What will the citi-
zen, from whom youforced, perhaps that on which he depended
for the fuprnn of hi#family, at thgpointof the bayonet fay, when

they are told, that aft r waiting ten years in vain for thur juit
due,ghat it is ingquitable to pay their demand, becaule it was
fettled by “government, agreeably to the dire&tions of

Congrefs, There§ it be the greatelt cquityin appropriating that
treafure; fupplied by the union at large, to the paymeng of thofe
debts contracted for their common defence. A Jalt argument I
fhall offer to {hew the equity of this meafure 15, that we are in
polleflion of the very means from whick alone the States could pay
thefe debts, if their obligation to it was ever fo clear.

1 now cometo the policy of the meafure—As in private life, (o
in every government, Iam fully fatisfied, that honefty will ever
be found to be the beft policy.

The policy of this meafarc arifes from numberlefls fources. —It
is fupporting the publi¢ faith. —As our prefent condu& fhall be,
{o will be the conduét of others towards us, whenever we fhall
need further loans for public fervice—A few hundred dollars fa~
ved now, may hereafter coft us more thoufands—Our conduét on
this occafion will be nzrrowly watched, and not forgotten in ma-
ny years.— Good policy requires one uniform rule of paying cur
public debt, as well as the like uniformity in the arrangment and
colle@tion of the pablic revenue.—Aunother fource of the policy of
this meafure arifes from the proprety of fupprefiing all tempta-
tions to unnecefMary party zeal and collifion of oppolite intereits a-
mong the citizens of the fame government. Let gentlemen con-
fider the operation of a contrary meafure.—Wiil the citizens ot 1a-
dividual States fce with complacency the produce of ‘lo heavy an
impoft, expended in partial payments of thedebts of the general
government, while their demands, funded in the ftriéteft waftice,
are wholly difregarded by thofe who are bouud to do equal juftice
to every citizen. It fhould not be forgotten, thatthe collettion of
a revenuc in fuch a country as oyrs, dependsigreatly upon opinion.
If, by our public meafurcs, we once make it reputable to defraud
the revenue, it will be out of the power of all your regalations
and penalties to fecure its due collettion. At prefent there isa u-
niveifal prejudice in your favor. The patriotifm of your citizens
isa greater fecultity than your utmoft force, They: zka that the
government is in their own hands.—Thatthey are truly reprefent-
ed here, and that their contributions, are faithfully applied to their
beft interefts. Cherifh this fpirit, by the moft impartial juftice
and cqual dealings to every citizen. -If once it becomesa habit to
depart from the path of virtue, it will be more than difficult to
tread back thofe fteps again. It is policy, to prevent by this
means, one State from preying on the neceflities of another, by
which jealouly, feuds and animofities, fo dangerous to cvery go-
vernment, are often promoted. = Altho’, I am in general averfe
from bringing into view on general queftions, the local circum-
ftances of a particular State, yetin the prefent cale, I begleave to
hold up the circumitance of the State from which I have the honoc
of coming, becaufe I am beft acquainted with her real fituation.
It is well known to this committee, that in the beginning of the

| war, fhe was deprived of many of her citizens, who went off to

the enemy. She prefented her whole fea coait as a frontier to the
Britifhtroops.—She was invaded every few months, for feveral
years of the war. r militia was almoft continually in the field.
—Her towns were'deferted—Her houfes were burned—Her pro-
pcrl}' plundered, and her faithful citizens carried into captivity,—
For {everal years, both the Britifh and American armies were the
greatelt partof the year within her borders.—As if thefe evils
were not fufficient, at theend of the war, an impoft, for State pur-
{es, was cftablifhed by the two adjoining States, trom whom
fhe was obliged to receive all her imports, whercby fhe was bled
at every pore. During this whole time, the requifitions of Con-
grefs were made on her, without any allowance for her peculiar
cirpum*ces, the other States had fhared a milder fate. ~ As far
as it wasin her power, {he complied faithfully with them—and
in addition to her exertions, fhe has relieved the diftrefles of her
citizens, by paying the intereft due tothem from the government,
without refpcét to the fpeciesofdebt. In this manner, fhe has
ftruggled with difficulty, nnder an oppreflive burthen, *til the pe-
riod arpived; which fhe thought, promifed an slleviation to her
diftrefTes, 5
The ability of the new government, fhe fondly hoped would
have eafed the burthen, and calmed the minds of her citizens, who
were daily leaving the State to find a happicr cligpate to the north-
ward and the weftward, where heayy taxation would not reach
them. I hold upthefe circumftances of an individual State, to
fhew that fhe cannot go much further; every citizen fhe loofes,
leaves the incumbrance the greater on thofe who remain behind.
At this moment, fir, in onc townfhip of that State, there are be-

that faith which is due to them. Yeu fca‘red the

The Fevery whereof all our power 15, fick.

tween s and 30o cxecuiions out for the arrears of taxes.  Isitnot
.
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