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inthe performance of your duty, you fhould mect with difficulties,
the court will be ready to'afford you proper affiftance. -

It cannot be too ftrongly imprefled on the minds of us all, how
greatly our individual profperity depends on our national profpe-
yity ; and how greatly our national orofperity depends on a well
organized, vigorous government, ruling by wife and equal laws,
faithfully executed, nor is fuch a government unfriendly to liber-
ty—to that liberty which is really ineftimable. On the contrary,
vothing but a ftrong foyemmcnt of laws,irrefiftably bearing down
arbitrary power and icentioufnefs, can defend it againft thole two
formidable cnemies.  Let it be remembered, thallcivilliiberty con-
filts, not in a right to every man te do juft what he pleafes—but it
confifts in an equalright to all the citizens to have, enjoy,and to do
in peace, fecurity, and without moleftaiion, whatever the equal
and couftitutional laws'of the country adwit, to be confiftent
1t is the duty aud the intereft, therefore,
of all good citizens, in their feveral ftations to fupport the laws
and government, which thus proteét their rights and liberties. I
am perfuaded, Gentlemen, that you will chearfully and faithfull

erl,:)rm the tafk now afligned you: and I forbear, by additiona
remarks; to detain you Jonger from it.
el M

with'the public good.

LAt ’
To the foregoing Charge, the fillowing REPLY s made By the
L ) «Gﬁ‘nd-jfry, Jor the Maffachufetes Diflriét.]
May 1t pLEASE YOUR HONOURS, 2 7
. THE very excellent charge given tothe Grand-Jury of this dil-
¢€riét, by his Honor the chief Judge of the Federal coury, dcmaqu
‘our thanks;, and particularattention : And that it may be more in-
fluential, and imprefs the minds of our {=llpw citizens at large, we
beg leave toafk a copy of it for the prels.

Your Honours may be affured, weMhall i ou:c feveral depart-
ments, when difmifled, exertour i Jce Lo promote peace,
good order, and a firiét regard to the laws of the United States,

* agreeably to the conftitution fo latcly adopred : and we truft the
judicial department will ever be filled, 25 it now 1s with gentiemer
of the firft charaéters for leatning, integrity and b iy,

We with your Honours the divinie prefence 16 sll your circuits,
and that you miay be guarded by a E;;d Jrovidcn:t.

; BENJAMIN AUSTIN, Foreman.

May 4, 1790 ] - ’
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¢ The beft inftitutions may appear imperfect,
while the people are fo, among whom they are
eftablifhed.”

k .
 (Contintuation and conclufion of the arguments in fupport of the pofition,

Um(t the univerfal difqﬁou{ﬂizuun muft pmc£ and grepare ll./: way
\for the univerjal prevalence of religion.)

HERE may be an objeétion brought againt the Ixinci.
. ples of this difcuffion. Lt may be fuggefted, and I am
_~willing to concede tothe truth of it, that 4n nauions arrived to the
greateft degree of refinement in learning, every fpecies of vice
and immorality has been carricd to the greatelt degree of excefs.
"F'o obviate this obje@ion it muft be confidered, that thefe vices
proceed from caules totally alien from literary improvements.
The corruption of learning, of mannersand religion, are a neceffary
ftage in the progrefs of nations, and isfeparable from humanity.
Literary improvements flourifh moft in the period immediately
fubfequent to the civiliaation of a kianom, and their declenfion
always precedesitsdeftruétion,  Thefe ftages are ellential to every
thing capable of progreffion.. In the vegetable world we fee
lants fpring from the earth, grow to mauturity, and decay. Our
zodiescxhi it the tendernefs of infancy, the vigor of manhood—
then the fecblenefs and deformity of age. Our intelletual facul-
ties pafs through ftages rrecifely corre{lponding to thofe of the bo-
dy ; and we may as well impute the decays of old age to the en-
largement of our intelletual ywers, as to afcribe national decays
of religion to improvements in literajure.  Thefe flages are in a
culiar manner incident to nations. And as the growth of the
ody muft, in fome meafure, precede the improvement ofthe
mind ; fo the introdu&ion of literature into a nation muft, in fome
mealure, precede the reception of religion. Then both flourifh
in their purity and are corrupted together. Literature, like the
_body, ceafes to exift; religion like the intelle€tual faculties is ex-
tended to immortality.  The obje€tion therefore amounts to no
more thanthis : that it is impoflible to give a perfeét religion to
imperfet creatures; that is, one {uflicient, without miraculous in-
terpofition, to reftrain their vicious inclinations ; or to exprefs it
in other words, that it isimpoffible to give perfeétion to the mor-
al charaéter of a race of beings, who are imperfeét in all other ref
&s. ;

. When therefore we refleét that religion is cultivated moft in a
ftate of mediocrity, equally removed from opulence ‘and indi-
gence, every rationa) mind muft be convinced not only of the fu-
tility of the objeétion juft mentioned, but that religion, as wellas
civi(libcny, flourithes beft in a land of knowledge.

This enumeration of hiftorical fats, and the &fervaliom we
bave made, may be comprifed in the following concife deduétions,
—THat mankind in the favage ftate are incapable of entertaining

_any jult notions of an infinite invifible Deity, or of underftanding

the fundamental principles of chriftianity ; that of courfe it1s na-

_turally impoflible they Mould belicveyanuch lefs praétife its pre-

<cepts ; that this difpenfation was firlt publifhed and propagated-
among the moft learned nations on earth, the Greeks and Romans;
that wherever it has been preached among favages, it has been
immediately buried in ignorance, ar blended with idolatry ; that
wherever it has been eftablithed, it has been preceded by the in-
troduétion of literature or fupported and promoted by progrel-
five civilization ; that at prefent it exifts only in nations where
learning is more or lelsencouraged ; that a corruption of litetature,
of mannersand of religion are eflential to humanity and infepara--
ble companions. From thefe principles, which wefind eftablifh-
ed by the invariable experience of the whole human race, we con-
<lude with all poffible certainty, that fo glorious an event as the

“univer fal prevalence of religion muft be preceded by the univerfal diffu-

fion of literature.

CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. |
MONDAY, MAY 17.

N the bill for extending the Judiciary laws to_the ftate of N.

Carolina, a claufe was inferted by which the Diftriét Court of
1}ie State of N. Hampthire was to have been held only‘at Portf-
‘mouth, inftead of Port{mouth and Exeter alternately as in the att
pafled laft fefion. Thisclaufe was amended in the Houfe by in-
ferting ¢ Exeter” : The Senate difagreed to this amendment—
= conference was held, and the joint committee propofed that the
HMoufe thould recede from their difagreement. This was moved
in yae Houfe accordingly—and the motion fupported by Mr, Li-
vegmorc, ind oppoled by.Mr, Gilman and Mr. Fofter.

the United States for the Eaflern Circutt, .

flats down to Portfmouth, and has never been at Exeter ﬁncf. .
::?! will never go there aghn That Exeter ncver wdsor can b;a
place of greater maritime trade than feveral other pl:aces luhl ’e’
State, at which it never was comtmp.htc.d to hold any Court, th_edc‘
b:ing but g or 4 feet water in the winding creck or nv;r w ‘:
leads to is. Courts have been invar iably held ac Port F:out blq
The Maritime Court was al eld there—it is indifputably
the beft place for the Diftri&t Co:rt, lll}d I hope faid Mr. Liver-

it will never be held any where elie.
mohr‘er.l '(;;lr:nn :ctpl'?cd to Mr): Livermore : He obferved that thefre
was a majority of the reprefentation from Ncw-Hamp(hn;c, in fa-
vor of adhering te the original arrangement : He thought fome re-

flature of that State, it was to be prefumed, were allo in favor of
it. He further obferved that hie had no doubt his Hon. Colleague
was inftrufted to fay, what hedid ; but he beg'd lcave to obfcrvc;
that the gentleman’s information was falfe refpeéting the depih o

water in the navigation to Excter—fo far fiom this being a meer
mud creek, there was from 8 to rofeet water at high tide, aud at
{pring tides 11 feet ; and it iy fafl that velfcls from 50 to 70 tons
partly load there, and bring theix cargoesto that place. The dxl;-‘
pute is a meer. fcramble bgan two towas, and if Cougre®s

‘hould agree to the alterati ‘@her alterations wiil be found ne-
<effary, when the Excife law paffed—for in the neighbor-

004 of Exeter more than threefourths of the wholggfxcife will
be co'lcfled—and there are na places befide, in the vicinity, which
can accommodate Courts,but Exeter. He wifhed thercfore that the
Houfe would adhere to the original arrangement.

Mr. Thatcher hoped the Houfe would not agree to the repart of
he joint cpmmittee, but would inhft on their amendment. It
{-emed tog‘a party matter between the towus of Port{mouth and
Exeter, and the former only Has bcen heard before this houfe.—
Some gentlemen from Port{mouth have come forward and prayed
Congrefs to grant them a particular privilege, to the injury of
Excter. The feting of Courts in a placeis efteemed by the inhab-
itants thereof, a confiderable privilege ; but Exeter has not yet
been heard—He therefore hoped this Houfe would not agrec to
remove the Courts from Exeter to Port{mouth, till time enough
has elapfed for the gentlemen in Exeter to come forward and ftate
their reafons why tﬁe Courts thould be continued asthey now are.
And this undoubtedly would be done by next feffion of Congre[s.
No injuftice can accrue to Portfmouthtill that time. There will
not be more than one or two {effions of the Court before Congrefs
meets again. He could nothelp obferving, that the Senate, in this
cale, had not alled with their ufual ftability, but feem to have at-
tempted to change the place of holding the Courts in Hampfhire
without due confideration, They have attended to the prayer of
the gentlemen from Portfimouth, and have not given the gentlemen
of Exeter an opportunity of fhewing why that prayer ought not to
be granted SItisa fact that Portfmouth and Exeter are, in {fome
refpeéts, rivals—and this Houfeought not tofavor one to the injury
of the other. Port{mouth has many natural advantages for carry-
ing on trade and commerce, while Exeter labors under every in-
convenience, and therefore Congrefs wiil do well to extend to her
every thing that may promote and cncourage her trade. The gen-
tleman firft up from N. Hampthire, (Mr. Livermore,) fays, that he
has been informed there is not more than 3 or 4 feet of water lead-
ing to Exeter ; but another gentlemnan, from that State, (Mr. Gil-
mau,) who has lived many years in Exeter, and been engaged in
Commerce there, declaresthere is a depth of water ot 8 or 10 feet
leading to that town. - Itis to be prefumed the latter gentleman
is beft acquainted with thia fact, I therefore fhall take it for grant~
ed the depth of water isgguch greater than has been upre?mea
by thofe who advocate the remtoval of the Court.

It has been faid the o fﬁsinnat are vefpe&table ferchants in
Portfmouth-—He doubted notbut many of them were very refpec<
table merchants—but he'had reafonto believe fome of them were
not in the mercantile ling—It 1s {aid the maritime courts were ne-
ver held Exeter ; but dn&n‘ﬂ\e war were eftablithed, by the Le-
giflature of that ftate, at Bort{mouth—the reafon was becaufe the
maritinge courts were then ereted folcly for the purpofe of trying
captures—and at that time there was but little, or no commerce
carried on at Excter, which if he had been nghtly informed, is
not the cafenow. If the law for eftablifhing the diftriét courts be
infpeted, it will appear, that in feveral inftances,they are appoint-
ed to be held at places where they were never held betore ; he be-
lieved that was th@cafe in the diftri&t of Maine—the court is now
held twice a year for that diftri&, at Wifcaffett, which begins to
be a flourifhing place, though but a few years ago there might be
uo commerce there. This he took to be the cafe with Exeter,

_ Tt hasbeen faid the Gentlemen at Pori{mouth are willing the
circuit court (hould be held alternately at Portfmouth and Exetér,
and he conceived there was the fame reafon why the diftriét court
thould be held at Exeter alfo. He thought this reafon would be
much fironger when the excife laws were contemplated as a fource
of judicial bufinefs, :

H; faid he had one obfervation to make on the method the Se-
nate’had taken to effe@ the removal of the court from Excter. A
claufe is tucked in at the very clofe of a bill for eftablifhing the
judicial courts in the ftate of North Carolina—It s of great impor-
tance to have the courts eflablifhed, as foon as poffible, in that
State, and withou doubt the Senate prefumed the Houfe, under
this impreffion, would confent to the claufe refpe&ing Excter, ra-
ther thaa retard the paffing of the more effential parts of the law.
But he hoped the Houfe would perfilt in their original amendment,
and if at the ne=t {effion i¢ fhould appear neceflary to remove the
court from Exeter to Port{mouth, it will then be time enough to
do it, and a law may pafs for that purpofe.

M. Sedgwick faid that fome obfervations had been thrown out
againft the Senate, which he did not conceive their conduét me-
rited ; and from the known canddr of the gentlemen who had
ufed them, he did not doubt that on mature refle@lon they would
confider them in the fame Jight that Be did.  The fubjeét now be-
fore the Houfe has been cinvalled by acomafittee from both Houl.
es; every member of wg;h except one, was in favour of the re-

port which had been made—they are gentlemen of undoubted in-
tegrity—they had the fullldt opportunity of inveltigating the fub-
jett, amuch better opportunity than the Houfe can poflibly have—
and if the reports of fuch committees are notto be a rule to the
Houfe, their utility is deftroyed. He had formerly been in favor
of the court’s being held at Exeter, as a majority of the members
from that S_tate had.rcprefcnled it as eligible ; but fincc it has be-
come a {ubjeét of dilpute, and the matter has been carried to fuch
lengths, and the refulthas been the report now read, he was in fa-
vour of receding.

Mr. Fofter obferved that the Gentleman from MafTachufetts was
miftaken, as there were fwo members of that committee againft it
—!ifhaddedﬂ(_'om: obfcrv:gions which we did not hear.

e queftion for receding being put, was loft—
Joted to adhere to their amEndmegnF. : e Negle

MONDAY, JUNE 14, 1790.

_The Committee to whom was re committed the
bill for the relief of Nathaniel Twining, report-
ed an amendmentto faid bill, which was, to Krike
out the firft claufe, The bill as it now ftands
provides only for a remiffion of the penalties in.
curred by faid Twining for failures in his con-
tract for tranfporting the mail.——The amend-

gard thould be paid to their opmion—thn a majority’ of the Legi- |

Mr. Seney in the Chair.

The Committee proceeded in the difeulfion of
the bill, and finifhed it.—They then rofe, and the
Chairman reported the fame to the Houfe, wich
fundry amendments. :

Mr. Sedgwick made fome objections to entering,
into a confideration of the amendments propefed
to this bill.—He wifhed that the queftion of aft
fumption {hould be firft decided upon. {

Mr. Sherman was in favor of fiuithing the bill
at this time—He wifhed and expecied thatthe
aflumption would be taken up,'before the clofe of
the feflion—and faid, it may be made the fubject
of a feparate bill. , :

Mr. Bloodworth offered feveral objections tothe
bill. ' :

Mr. Madifon was in fayor of finifhingit.

Mr. Bitzfimons obferved, that the gentlémen
who are for delaying the pafla
not explicitly object td the mode pointed out for
raifing the additional revenue—They do notfay,
thatif this planis rejeéted, they will agree to fubs
ftituring other objects of revenue—I{o that thofe
whoare in favor of providing the Ways and Means
to carry into effect the funding fyltem, are em-
barrafled how to proceed.—Ifthe gentlemen will
be explicit—and declare that if the propofed du-
ties are not taken by the general government,
they will point out, and agree to others, we fhalk
know what to do—but at prefent, itisutterlyim.
poflible to determine, from their mode of proce-
dure, what their object is.

Mr. Sedgwick replied to Mr.Fitzfimons. He faid
for his own part, he had always aimed to be open
and explicit on this fubject—and that he was now
ready to declare, thaton the principle of not af-
fuming the State Debts, the duties contemplated
by the bill would be impolitic and unjafl—
will operate in a moit inaufpicious manner, he
with refpect to the creditors of the States, the tran-
quility of the State Governments, and .the peace
and honor of the peneral government—This had
been he faid the invariable tenor of hus obferva-
tionson this fubject, from the firft to the laft.

Mr. Stone read a ftatement which he had pre-
pared, containing feveral duties on lmpofts and
Tonnage, in aldition to thofe already laid—and
fome new ones—which e fuppofed might be fab-
ttituted, in lieu of the Excife propofed in tie bill,
to which he was oppofed. bk}

Mr. Gerry was oppoftd to proceeding in the
confideration of the bill—He wi;\cd it mi -
for a fewdays, till the Houfe could poffefs them~
felves of the opinion of the Senate—whom, he 3
been informed, now had t‘ixe fubject of affumptio
under confideration. - A

Mr. Fitzfimonsreplied to Mr. Gerry. He tho't
ita very extraordinary propofition, tnat the houfe
fhould wait for the determination of the Senate

upon any fubject, more efpecially a queftion of
thiskin —bcﬁldcs he very much doubted the right

of the Senate to originate any thing on the bufi-
nefs of the affumption—but weare not to decide
haftily, faid he,becaufe a majority may determine
differently from what fome gentlemen appear t@
wifh fhould rake place ! :

I would afk, faid he, how this legiflature isever
to go on with the important bufinefs before them,
except they are to abide by the decifion of the
majority. Some gentlemen appear to be oppoled
to the principle of the bill—others arevgpd‘ed"
toall duties except the State debts are gmed.
Let usreflect on our fituation, provided no pro-
vifion is to be made for the domeftic debt of the
United States. He hoped the confideration
the bill would be delayed no longer.

Mr. Gerry replied to Mr. Fitzfimons ; he con-
tended that the Senate had a right to '0\'2!"“"
the bufinefs of the aflumption, and that had
been cuftomary for that houfe to wait for thede-
fifion of the Senate, when they had been inform-
ed that they were on a fubject which the houfe
had contemplated taking up; he declared that
no man realized more than he did, the smpor
tance of funding the public debts—but then he
wifhed the fyftem to be commenfurate to the ob-
ject—to be impartial, liberal, and juft.

On the queftion to take np the report of the
Committee, Mr. Vining moved for the Ayesan®
Noes, which being calﬁed, areas follow:

AYES. 3
Meflis Afhe, Baldwin, Brown,Cadwallader, Clymer>
Contee, Fitzfimons, Floyd, Fofter, Gale, Gilman,
Griffin, Hartley, Heifter, Jackfon, Livermore,
Madifon, Matthews, Moore, Schureman, Seney,
Sherman, Sinnickfon, Smith (M.) Stone, Sumpt-
er, Vining, White, Wynkoop, Williamfon,—39-

NOES. '

Mefirs Ames, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Burke,
Coles, Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, Huger, Lawrance,
Leonard, Page, Partridge, Parker, Sedgwick,
Ranfellaer, Sylvefter, Smith (S. C.) Steele, s‘";'
ges, Thatcher, Trum%ull, Tucker, Wadfiwortt-

—24.
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