llﬂc
e
.’ica,

=2
~

L EEESSER

1
s 2.5

rETE

235 ziveced

L E

k.

PUBLISHED WEDNESDAYS AND SATURDAYS BY JOHN FENNG, No. 41, BROAD-STREET, NEAR THE EXCHANGE, NEW-YORK.
- of i y

:

44

-t

[No. 18, ¢f Vor. IL.]

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 3790.

 ——

t —_— >

[Wroirr No. 122.]

THE TABLET.—No. CXXIIL

 One might fuppofz that the Chriftian religion
would have been worn out, by pafing through [o
many contending parties, unlefi it had Jome inherent
Jolidity togive it duration,”

{Continuation of the arguments in fuppért of the pofition; thatthe
univerfal diffufion of literature will precede and prepare the
way for the nmiverfal prevalence of rehigion. )

—r
HE fads already anentioned #
haps be dmg:l fufficient r:':‘agluﬁh
the point in queftion, as far as facts can do it.—
‘There are however other hiftorical traces, equal-
)y pertinent with thofe that have been cited,
to illuftrate the main purpofe of our argu.
ment. It deferves to be noticed that about fixty
years before the glorious era of the reformation
in Europe, Conftantinople, which had been the
refidence of learning and religion, was taken by
the Saracens,and the religion of Jefus Chrift was
fwallowed up in that of )Véxhomet. By this con-
uefl, great numbers of eminent doctors were
riven from Conftantinople and other parts of the
Eaft. Thefe Doctors fettling in Germany and
Italy introduced the Grecian literature ; the ftudy
of which foon occafioned a revival of knowledge
in almoft every part of Europe. This happened
but a few yedrs after the invention of the art of
printing ;—a fortunate circumftance which great-
ly accelerated a general diffufion of lirerature.
“Thefe preparatory events, concurving with other
caufes of lefs extenfive and iefs vifible influence,
rendered the publication of a rational theology
‘both practicable and natural. And for want of
thefe caufes only, it is obvious theefforts of Wick-
cliff in the 14th, and of Hufs and Jerome in the
15th century were lefs fuccefsful in refitting the
torrent of pontifical encroachments, thanthofe of
Luther and Zuinglius in the r6th. But when
the human mind was once enlightened and ren-
deied capable of diftinguifhing between the
precepts of religion and the impofitions of fraud
;&:&p‘umw‘.dum-m te veform mankin
than the great, the amiable Alfred, or the pow-
erful Charlemagne ; and a fingle voice from the
defk was liftened to with more attention than the
trumpet of Charlesthe Vth. Affifted by thefe
favorableeircumitances, Luther, before his death,
had the felicity of beholding millions of wretch-
ed mortals emancipated from delufion and flavery
-.he faw one halfthe huge fabric of anti chriftian*
dominion tumbled to the ground, and the other
half tottering toits foundation.

Acandid furvey of thefe facis will convinteus
how fruitlefs an atctempt muft prove, to introduce
a rational fyftem of religion among favages and
{laves, without paving the way by a cultivation of
thémental faculties. In addition to thele let us]
obferve, that the inhabirants of the Highlands
in Scotland and the neighboring iflands, mnotwith-
ftanding their vicinity tothe molt polithed nations
on earth, and all attempts to detach them from
the idolatrous cuftoms of antiquity, ftill remain
firmly wedded to the druidical fuperftition. Let
us alfo advert to the various efforts thathave been
snade, without fuccefs, to chriftianize the favages
upon our own frontiers. A refle¢iion of a mo-
ment will point us to the reafon. Unlefsthe fava-
gescan be crowded into fo finall a compafs of ter-
ritory, as will compel them to have recourie to
agriculture and conimerce for a fubfiftence, they
nevercan be civilized ; and all attemptsto inftruct
themin religion, while theyremain in the favage
ftate, ever haveé, and probably ever wi// prove as
idleand chimerical, as an attempt to introduce
civil infitutions among the fowls of Heaven.—
This leads us to the real caufe of the otherwife
aftonifhing fuccefs of the Jefuits in converting fa-
~vages ;- and of that decifive influence they have
acquired, wherever they have. ‘eflablithed them-
felves, particularly over the nations of Paraguay
in South America. The profound policy of that
fociery ofingenious and learned men, has been
to prepare the way for a reception of their reli-
gion by a_cultivation of the mind ; and by this
policy, and their indefatigable induftry,they have

* 1t ispoflible fome of our readers may fuppole that the
writer of thefe remarks, on the comparative influcuce of learning
20d rehgion, means them as an attack upon forme particular denom-
ination of chriftians, The Editor however is confident that the
writer had no fet fpecially in view, in his refleétions upon the
flate of religion, during thofe periods, when learning had made
little progrefs. It is evident his objeét was to fhew, that, 1 an
unenhightened age, a rational fyftem of religion could not prevail.
The fuperftition of thofe times, when the people were generally
?m*ah:c, was niot confinied to any fingle religious fe&t, but-perva-

cd the worthip of all denominations. ' =
One religious fe€ will neither be more or lefs fuperftitious than
another,if allare equally favored with the means of literature.—

made more converts of favages, than all other.de-
nominations of chriftians ; and lar ger acquifirions
to the Spanifh dominions, than the arms of Cortez
and Pizarro. (To be continued.) :

thor of this difcifion, on the fubje@ of waiver(al toleration, -and
from this he is perfuaded the author isnnt partial in bis attach-
ments or dverfions to any feé whatevar.~ The term: anti-chriftian
does not exclufively belony to any feét of chiriftians ; but it may
be applied to the errorsof every one. ¥risvery {e& there ave good

and bad men, i
- *‘wa“‘r- PSSP N
On the immortal KTLTON. 2L
A PART, and on a facred hill rexiv'd,
3 Beyond all mortal infpiratioh fir'd,

The mighty Milton fits ; an hoft aroand

Of lift'ning angels guard the@oly grovnd ;
Amaz’d they fee ahuman forn afpuie

To grafp with daring hand a feraph’s lyre,

Inly irradiate with celeftial beams,

Attempt thofe high, thofe foul-fubduing themes,
(Which humbler denizens of heav'n decline)

And celebrate with fanéity diviae,

The flarry ficld from warring angels won,

And God triumphant in hus viéor fon.

Nor lefs the wonder and the {weet delight,

His milder fcenes and fotter notes excite,

When at‘his bidding Eden’s blooming grove,
Rreathes the rich (weets of innocence and love,
With fuch pure joy as our forefather knew

When Raphacl, beavenly guch, firft met his view,
And our glad fire, within his blistul bower,

Drank the pure con erfe of th* @therial power,
Round the bleft bard his raptur’d sudience throng,
And feel their fouls imparadis’d in-{ong.

DISCOURSES ON DAVILA.——No. IX.

Continucd from our %ﬂ

"Tis from high lite, high characters are drawn,

A faint in‘crape, is twicea faint iu Jawn.
TO any one who has never confidered the

force ot unutional attention, confideration, and
congratulation, and the caufes, natural and artifi-
cial, by which they have been excited, it will be
curious toread in Plaro’s Alcibiades, the manner
in which thefe narional attachmentsto their kings,
were created by the ancient Perfians.  The poli-
cy of the modern monarchies of Europe, feems to
be, an exact imitation of that of the Perfian court,’
as iris explained by rhe Crzci:m philofopher.
In France, for example, the pregnancy of the |
queen is announced with great folemnity to the
whole nation, her majefty is fearcely affliied
with a pain, which is not formally communicat-
ed to thepublic. To this embryo, the minds of
the whole nation are turned, and they follow him,
day by day, in their thoughts tilf he is born, the
whole people has a right to be prefent at his
birth ; and as nany as the thamber will hold,
croud in, till the queen and prince are almoft fuf-’
focated withthe loyal curiofity and affectionate
folicitude of their fubjects, In the cradle, the
principal perfonages of thekingdom, as well as
all the foreign ambafladors, are fromn time to
time prefented to theroyal infant ; to thoufands,
who prefs to fee him, he is daily fhewn from the
nurfery ; of every ftep in his education, and of,
every gradation of his youthful growth, in body
and mind, the publicis informed in the Gazettes ;
not a ftroke of wit, not a {prightly fally, not a
trait of generous affection, ¢an efcape, him, but
the world is told of it, and very often pretty fic-/
tionsare gontrived, for the fame purpofe, where
the truth will not furnith materials. Thus it be-
comes the national fafhion, i is the fone of the ci-
ty and the court, to think and converfe daily
about the dauphin. When he accedes to the
throne, the fame attention is continued, till he
dies. In elective governments, fomething very
like this always takes place,towards the firft cha-
racter ; his perfon, countenance, characier and
aciions, are made the daily contemplation and
converfation of the whole people.  Hence arifes |
the danger of a divifion of this attention—where |
there are rivals for the firft place, the national
attention and paflions are divided and chwart
each ether ; the collifion enkindles fires ; the
conflicting paffions intereft all ranks ; they pro- |
duce flanders and libels firft, mobs and feditions |
next, and civil war, with all her hiffing fnakes,
burning torches and haggard horrors, at laft.
This is the true reafon, why all civilized free’
nations have found by experience, the neceflity
of feparating from the body of the people, and
even from the legiflature, the diftribution of ho-
nors, and conferring it on the executive authority
of government. When the emulation of all the
citizens looks up to one point, like the rays of a
circle from all parts of the circumference meet-
ing and uniting nay ]
uniformity, confiftency and fubordination ; but
when they look up to different individuals or af
femblies, or councils, you may expect all the de-
formities, excentricities and confufions, of the .
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, FRIDAY, MAY 14, 1790,

A R. FITZSIMONS obftived, that notwithitanding all the
/L geéntieman, (Mr. Madifon) has faid, he could nothelp con-
fidering themealure as a very bold one. Great Britain maintatas
her Welft-India iflands at an expence, which no other nation can
fupport & This fyftem {he mult perfevere in, at allrifques and ka-
zards, avd (he will doit. The fhips of this country are ot, and
will not for feveral years, be fuffitient to export the produce of
the Unitcd Stires, andsif we exciude the Bfiti{r{{ fhipping, our pro-
duce muft remain off our harids. This, would be productive ¢
confequences which every one muft contemplate with diftrefs.—
“The fhips of Great Britain comprehend almoft intircly what is
called foreign thipping ; by adopting this meafure we thall in ef-
fe€t cut off the Southern States from all opportunity of exporting |
their produce—and as I thivk it muftbe 2 long period, 1f ever iv
fhould arrive, before the Southern States will become manufaétur-
ersor (hip builders, it appears neceflary that till fuch time as the
American thipping fhall be fufficient to carry off their produce,
that we fhould not exclude this navigation, cfpecially as the'pre-
fent capital of this country is not fufficient to furnifh a prefent
fupply.——He faid, to encourage our own fhipping he thoughttHe
cnhanced duty on tonnage was prodent ; but beyond that could
ot think himfelfjuftified in gding, X

Mr. Williamfon ftated fome particulars refpe&ing the treaty of

peace, and f{aid that a commercial tréaty was on the point of being
concluded at that time | but the Britith minifter having received
Illfbm:wxion that our ports were opened to her thips, broke off the
negociation, as [he enjoyed all that a treaty could give, without
binding herfelf. :
Mr. Lawrance thought the information of the gentleman laft up
of the higheft importance, and th¢refore wifhed the bufinels now
under confideration to be poftponed vatil fuch time ¢s this inform-
ation could be more completely laid before the houle, We have
ot yet, faid he, furnithed the Prefident with the meens to. fend
a'perfon to Great-Britain to negotiate .any treaty 5 the ball has
not yet pafled the Senate empowering him to nominate ambaf-
fadovs, &e. He thought the fame argurrients awhich had been
ufcd againft the duty on tonnage might have been applied againft
Jayimgp duty du rim, coffee orfigar: . 'To prahibit Britifh veflels
from exporting our produce, he did not believe would be'thought
fo very difadvantageous 1o, them : they might find_other emplay
in exporting for sther countries, even from Ireland to the Wefll-
Indics. It we exelude their veflels, weexclude their capitals ;
and it is well. known that a great many of -the Brivifh maerchants
have their capitals invefted in the trade with America.

Mr. Lawrance further calied on gentlemen to remember that
this country had tnany indulgences allowed her in Great-Britain,
which fhe did not 2llow to other countics | and inftanced the ar-
ticles of iron, flaxfeéd, potand pearl athes, . R

_Mr. Jockfan ogreed watk Mr, dawrance in hisobfervation that’
this was not a proper time to sdopt the meafnre propofed, as he
was apprehenfive that if Britifh bottoms were prohibited, our
produce would be left upon our hands. He agreed with Mr:
Hartley,in his obftrvations refpe@ing the weftern polts. He view-
ed the tetention of thefe pofts with indignity, as much as he view-
ed the carrying trade inany but oyr own veffels ; but hefaid time
was neceflary to bring ahout 2 yro?)cr regulation. Shall we go to
war with ourfelves ? faid he, X

He faid he fully approved the fentiments of the geatleman from
Virginia, yet fuch is the prefent fituation of the United States, that
he éould ot aflent to adopting the propofition, as we are by no
means prepared for the confequences.

Mr. Pége remarked that the whole fhiefs of the arguments
againit the refolutions before the committee, ftill refted on a fup-
pofition that Britain would retaliate. He reminded the commit-
tee of the different arguments which he and other members had
adduced, to fhew the improbability of that fuppofition : and
remarked; that thofe gentlemen who bad agreed to raife the ton-
nage on her fhips to one dollar, but refufed to do this unlefs we
made our allies pay the like fum, exprefled fears very unbecoming
members of this houfe. Sir, faid he, we are fuppofed to dread
what is called a commercial war with Britain : how much more
will fhe not fuppofe we muft dread a war of another’ denominati-
on ? It we are thus timid, we fhall fhudder at Britain’s refeni-
ment :. if the fees this, the thould not only bold the pofts the now
has within our territory, but fhe fhould advance and augment
them ; fhe fhould infift upon our taking off the duties which we
have laid on her commodities, Thefe fears, added he, would
fcarcely become us in oureld colonizl capacities ; they are high-
ly unbecoming in our prefent iudependent fituation, and are ex-
tremely impolitic. But if fome gentlemen are fo much afraid of
difobliging the Englith, fhould ticy not have fome fears leaft they
difoblivethe French ? Is it wife to difgut that pation, and our
ather zllies, and bring down at leaft their contempt upon us, if
not a reftri€tion ofour commerce with them ? Can it be - prudent
to make no diftin€tion between the nation which views our rifing
greatnefs with mortification, and whichagainft its moft obvious
intereft reftrains our commerce; and that nation which at this
moment is exulting in the enjoyment of liberty, for which they
gratefullyacknowledge they are in. a great .meafure indebted to
America, whom they had firft refcued from the tyranny of that
nation, to whom, contrary to the prefent interefts of their
own merchants, they open lr{mncﬁcial commerce ? The French
muft be exceedingly hurt by the obf¢rvations which fome gentie-
men have made on our conne&ion with France, and the prefer~
ence they feem difpofed to give to Britain. .

But, fir, who can fuppofe that what are called indulgences of
Britain are any thing more than what her own interclt evidently
diftates ? She increa%ea her revepue nearly 700,000l. per ann. by
a duty on tobaccoalone, Thedmportance of the tobacco trade to
her was evident in the late war, when her merchants gave 2s 6d.
fte]. per pound for it in this city, and afterwards paid 15d. duty
in England. It was proyéd by Mr. Glover, when he appeared
at the bar of the Hom}: of Commons in {upport of the merchants
petition againit entering  into the jwar .with ‘America, that one
third of the whole trade of Britain depended on tie thirteen
colonies, now the United States ; and it is certain that at
this day, although fhe has loft much of that trade fhe en-
joys a great proportion of it, and, as my colleague clearly
proved, advantages refult from it which fhe has with po ather na-
tion. As to her turning her trade into another channel, as has

Itisfaid that Britain gives usa generots preference to Ruffia ;
but the bulance of trade with Ruffia, and every other country in
‘Europe, 1 believe. except, Portugal, is againft her. e

Buat, fir, it is faid.that we may hurt the feelings of . the Britifh,
who otherwife would conclude a treaty whic

in the centre, you may hope fo"# been infinuated, the muft bea loofer by it.

The Editor has now in his pofleflion an Effay written by the ave

ptolemaic fyftem.

pofed to make, now they have a power in America with whick

they feem now dif=-
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