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¢ Nature and truth are the fame every where, 4”1{1 SATURDAY Night, at Eleven o’clock, an exprefs atrived in

reafon fbews them every where alike.”’

(Continuation of the arguments in fupport of the pofition, that the
univerfal diffufion of literature will precede and prepare the
way for the univerfal prevalence of relrgion.)

BUT when an object of fiich novelty and im-
portance as the Chriftian religion was pre-
fented to minds enlarged by ftudy, and habitua-
ted 1o an inveftigation of knowledge, the power
even of 2 Roman Emperor, in reprefling the en-
quiries of curiofity, in checking fubfequent con-
viction, and reftraining the progrefs of truth,
proved as trifling and impotent, as the ridiculous
attemps of Xerxes to chainthe furges of the Hel-
lefpont.—Accordingly we find thac early after the
puglication of chriftianity, it braced by
all the civilized nations nnder n domi-
nions, which were principally inhabitants of Ita-
ly, Turkey in Europe, and fome cities of anti- |
ent Greece in Afia. The nationsinthe Northern
and Eaftern parts of Evrope, for ages after this
lay buried in ignorance and idolatry. But in
thofe civilized countries, religion was diffufed
with great rapidity and continued to flourifh, as |
little corrupted as was poffible in this imperfect |
flate of human nature, till a divifion of empire
took place, and Byzantium became the refidence |
of the Emperors. The virulent difputes and ani- |
mofities that rofe from this divilion, as is” ever
the cafe, corrupted the purity of religion ; and
almoftiat the fame inftant, the Northern nations,
rolling like a torrent upon the Weftern empire,
fpreadthe veil of ignorance over learningand ci
vilization. |

Here then we may obferve that no fooner had
literature vanifhed, than religion was forgotten,
or corrupted with all the idolatrous cereinonies
of pagan fuperftition. This points us to the ob-
vious reafon, why religion was fooner corrupred
in the Weft thanin Eatt. Conftantinople, like a
veteran ozk; kad- weathered the vude flivcks oi-
the Northern barbarians and pfthe Saracens, for’
feveral apes after the Weftern empire hiad been
overwhelmed with their defolations. During
this period, that city continned the feat of litera-
ture and religion ; whilein the Welt,both were loft
in chaoticdarknefs, or blended with errors and ab-
furdities. Thus corrupted and degenerated, re
Jigion was converted into anengine of ftate, and
was propagated wherever jt became the intereft
or inclination of Emperorsand Bifhops to extend
their jurifdiction.

To purfue this mode of reafoning, and to cor- |
roborate it by tacts, it may not be amifs to men-
tion, that inthe fifth century chriftianity was re-
ceived in Germany and Ireland, in the fixth cen-
tury it was introduced into France, and into the
kingdom of the Heptarchy in England ; Roflia
and Poland wereconverted about the end of the
eighth century ; and Hungary in the firft year of
theeleventh. Sweden was converted in the ninth
century ; relapfed again into idolatry, and its
converficn was not completed till theclofe of the
tenth. But what.was this religion which was de
nominated chriftian ? A {vi{tem fraught with eve-
ry fpecies of abfurdity, calculated to aftonifh the
gazing croud, rather than to elighten their un-
derftandings; to fetter the confcience and drain
the purfe, rather than to check the vices and re-
formthe lives of its ftupid votaries. - A religion,
in almoft everyinftance,propagated by the fword,
by marriage or confanguinity ; confined at firft to
the courts of the great, who embraced it from
motives of policy, and whofe example was imi-
tated by their devoted vaflals, either through a
veneration for their perfons, or a dread of their
vengeance. And mankind muft forever have
continued in this fituation, groaning beneath the
enormous load of ecclefiaftical oppreflions, had
not learning andcivilization firft paved the -way
for their deliverance. When the mind begins
to inveftigate the principles of a religion, thofe
ceremonies that have no foundation in reafon,
and thofe doctrines thatare not confonant totruth,
will gradually lofe their adherents. Inthis gene
ral ferment of examination, men may run into
extremes, and difown the rational and obligarory
partsof religion, becaufe they find them blended
with creeds that are capricious and ufelefs. But
as truth and nature are immutable, it may be pre-
fumed that the intrinfic excellence of the chrifti.
an religion, will eventually be recognized and
cclebrated, by men who call themfelves philofo- 1
pl?ers. (To be continued.)

1a No. 125 of the Tablet, 'xﬂ. par. 2d, line, foc & duty” read Deity.

——

[WnoLe No. 121.]
o

RATIFICATION. °

Provipeyce, May 31, 1790.

.

Town from Newport, with the important Intelligence, that
the CONVENTION OF THIS STATE had ratifiedjthe CON-|
STITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. i

The queftion, < Shall the Conflitation be adopted, or not # was ta- |
ken on Saturday, abont five o’clock, P. M.—~whep the affirmative
was carried by a Majority of Two, tairty-tour members voting for,
and thirty-two againft it. '

This pleafing and molt interefting Event was immediatély an-
nounced here by the ringing of bells, and firing two federal fa-
lug z—one {rom the Artillery on fedesal” hill—and another from |
the thip. Warren Capt, Sheldon, latgly atrived from India, i

o

p i
RATIFICATION of the CoxsTiTUTION u{ the UnT1ED STAT!S,:j
by the CcnvexTiON of the State of Rhode=Ifland ‘and Providence |
Plantations. 4 *
‘ N J £ the Delegates of the people ofi}‘xe State of Rhode-1fland
and Providence Plantations, duly'ele€ted and met in Con-

vention, having maturely confidered the ‘Conftitution for the Uni-
ted States of America, agreed to on the 17th day of September, in
the year 1787, by the Convention then aflembled at Philadelphia,
in the commonwealth of Peanfylvania(a copy whereof precedes
thefe prefents) and having alio ferioufly and deliberately confider-
ed the prefent fituation ofthis State, do declare and make known-——

(Here i5 inferted the Bill of Rights, as propoled by the Convention at
their Seffion at South-Kingflown. ¢ ¢

UNDER thefe impreflions, and declaring that the rights afore-
(aid cannot be abridged or violated, and that the explanations a-
forefaid are confiftent with the faid Conftitution, and in confidence
that theamendments hereafter mentioned wilireceive an early and |
mature confideration, and fpecdily become a part thereof : We,
the faid Delegates, in the name and ii{ the behalf of the People of
the State of Rhode-Ifland and Provadence Plantations, do, by
thefe prefents, ASSENT TO and RATIFY the faid Conftitution,
1n full confidence, neverthelefs, that until the faid amendments
thall be ratified, purfuant to the fifth agticle of the aforefaid Confti-
tution, the militia of this State will nof be continued in fervice out
of this State for a longer term than fix weeks, without the confent
of the Legiflature thereof ; that the Congrefls will not make or
alter any regulation in this State, réfpr@ing the times, places and
manner, of holding eleftions for Senators or Reprefentatives, un-
lefs the Legiflaure of ghis State fha'l negle& or refufe to make
Laws or regulations for the purpofz, or from any circumitance be
incapable of making the fame ; and that in thofe cafes fuch power
will only e ekercifed until the Legifiiture of this State fhall make
provifion inthe premifts; thatthe Congrefs will not lay direét
taxcs within this State, but when the monies arifing from the im-
polt, tonnage and excifc, fall be infulicient for the public exi-
gencies, nor until Congrels fhall firft Lave made a requifition uron h
this State to aflefs, levy and pay, the amount of fuch requifition, |
made agreeably to the cenfus fixed #1 ‘the faid Coaftitution, in '
fuch wayand wmeoncr o5 she Legillasihe of this State (hall judge |
beft; and that Congrefs will not lay any capitation or poll tax, !

D O N E in Convention, at Newport, in the State of Rhode-Ifland |} .

and Providence Plantations, the twenty-ninth day of May, in the |

iv yearof our Lord one thoufind feven hundred and ninéty.

; By order ot the Convention,
DANIEL OWEN,Prefident. |

Artel. Danier Urpike, Secretary. f

A N D the Convention do, in the name and on behalf of the
people ct the State of Rhode-1fland and Providence Plantations, |
enjoin upon the Senators and Reprefentative or ‘Reprefentatives,
which may be ele@ed to reprefent this State in Congrefs, to exert
all their influence and ufeall reafonable means to obtain a ratifica-
tion of the following amendments to the faid Counftitution, in the
manner prefcribed therein ; and that Congrefs, in all laws to be
palled in the mean time, will conform to the fpirit of the faid
amendments as far as the Conftitution will admit,

[ Here are inferted.the amendments recommended at the Jeffion, publifk-
ed in the Providence Gazétteof March 1 3—alfo the following additional
amendments, viz.] y :

1. That the feveral State-Legiflatures thall have power to recall
their federal Senators, and to appoint others in their ftead.

2. That Congrefs fhall not creét any Company of Merchants
with exclufive advantages of commerce.

3. That Congrefs fhall have the power of eftablifhing an uni-
form rule of inhabitancy, or fettlement of the poor, throughout
the United States.

4.- That whenever two members of either Houle fhall on any
queftion call for the yeas and nays, the fame lhall be entered on
the journals of the refpeétive Houfes.

The Convention likewife paffed the following ResoLvEs, ne-
mine contradicente.

1. That the amendments to the Conftitution of the United
Srates, agreed to by Congrefs in March, 1789, except the fecond
of faid amendments, be reccommended to the Legiflature of this |
State for their ratification,purfuant to the fifth article of faid Con-
ftitution, )

2. That the thanks ofthe Cnnvention be prefented to the Pre-
fident, for the candor and impartiality with which he hath dif- |
charged the office of Prefident. !

3 That the thanks of the Convention be prefented to the Re-
verend Clergy who haveofficiated atthis Convention. o Lol Y

D O N E in Convention, at Newport, in the State of Rhode-Ifland
. and Providence Plantations, the twenty-ninth day of May, in the
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety. 1
By order of Convention,
DANIEL OWE N, Prefident.
Attefl. Daxizi Uppiks, Secretary.

Yefterday Evening the Delegates for this Town arrived from

—

Newport, and on their landing were welcomed by a Difcharge | -

of Thirteen Cannon.—Some further Demonftrations of Joy are |
expeéted to take place. b : S

CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESEN TATIVES.
FRIDAY, MAY il%, 1790.
DEBATE ON TONNAGE CONTINUED. !
Mr. Manison’s motion for a diicrimination, in the following
words under confideration. viz. ¢

S HAT fromand afterthe . day of next the tonnage

of all fuch veflels be raifed to 5 and from and after

the day of next, no fuch veflels be permitted to export

from the United States any manufatured article the growth or pro-
duce thereof,”

Mr, Fitzfimons faid he very much doubted the policy of adt:rt-

ing this propofition ; he thought it an experiment of two bold a

complexion, confidering the recent effablifhment of the govern-

0

.ment and -the prefent fituation of the commerce of this country ;
he thought we were not prepared to hazard the confequences whih:
may refult from the operation of a fyftem which would giow ouc
.ot fogreat a change in our commercial affarrs,—Its prefen opera-
tion would only be to raife the price of imports. :

Mr. Lawrance faid that he was apprehenfive that the articles of
.producc would lay upon our hands, if this meafure fhou'd be-a-
dopted, which would bean injury to us, The calculations upon
the effcct of its being a beneficial proceeding may be miftaken cal-
culations. . The.manufaéltures of Great-Britain, and their manners
are in fome degree congenial to our own, and although .we have
not all the privileges that could be defired, yet we find our con-
neétions increafing with that country. Hewas of opinion, there-
fore, that the motion might prove difadvantageous ; neither could

fee any immed iate neceflity for its adoptioa.

Mr. Hartley obferved that if the queltion was now put, he
fhould vote for the difcrimination. It may be doubtful whe-
ther the firft rate of tonnage, as reported by the fele@ committee,
is not too high ; but this may be corre&ed in the houfe. Tn pri-
vate life, faig he, the man who thews himfelf my friend, I thould
affeftionately regard. The ‘man who treats me with efteem, I
would wifh to make a proper return to ;. but the man who is vio-
ditive, and {rives to ruin my. intercft and my property, I would
endeavor Lo counteraét or oppofe by meafures which might defeat
his purpofe. The fame principles or conduét may, perhaps, be
fairly applicd 10 nations. . I.can fay for myfelf, I feel uo enmity
toward Great Britain, fo long as f{w treats this country with the
juftice and refpe@ due to a nation s but (he feems indireétly, nay,
I might almoft fay direétly by her policy and regulations, to ai-
tack our fhip-building, navigation and commerce, and wihes to
injure our interefts and our property. '

We have a right to oppofe her by counter regulations, or bya
{yftem which may indpce her to examine the fubjeét, to corre@ her
cerrors and do us juftice. ; Bl

Palt injuries ' may be forgiven ; T will agree that thofe of the
war fhallbe in duft. But when 1 agree that the injuries of one na-
tion fhall be in duft, I muft alfo obferve, that our triendfhip for
another nation, who ferved and relieved us in diftrefs, hould bein
marble,

At the laft feflion it was faid that Britain was difpofed to do us
Juttice, and relax from fome of the policy fhe had praifcd. ~ We
were deflred to wait, and all fhould be well : We waited, but at
this feflion we cannot liarn from any authentic documents that fhe
has ftirred in the fmalleft degree. ]

Since the adoption of the New Conftitution and formation of
this government, Great. Britain has experienced many advantages ;
fhe has gained much by the {weets of commerce. = This govern-
ment has {hewn the fullet difpofition to comply with the fpirit
of the treaty.  We have eftablithed tribunals of Jultice, in which
Britifh fubje&ts may recover fatisfaétion for any demands they ma
have againit the individuals of thefe States'; without the fmalk
danger of partiality or injullice. What has fhe done in return ?
She has been civil in fome inftances, for which we give her credit :
for her friend(hip or juftice, we cannot fay. fo much. i

The attack upou-our commerce has been fpoken of before,
Why has the not given up thofe pofts ? She Rill-retains the pofts
which by folemn treaty fhe was bound to deliver up; and to the
want of thofe pofts may we in a great meafure impute the depre-
dations and murders of the favages upon- the inhabitants'of the
weftern frontiers. I'do not.fay that the Britifh countenance or
fupport tholc igvaders ; but, were the pofts in our hands, 2 great
check might be given to fuch enormities,

It has been obferved that we rifque much by adopting the re-
folution ; a commercial warfare might turn out ruinous to Ame-
rica. If our rifque is great, that of Great-Britain will be greater ;
fhe has immenfe capitals in this trade ; we import many of her
luxuries ; we are chiefly cloathed in her manufa@ures, and I thisk
it will be difficult, if not almoft impoffible, for her merchants to
changs thofe capitals inw other channels, which would be equal-
ly produétive. I fay, 2s at prefent informed, ‘1 fhall vote for the
relolution, .

Mz, Sedgwick faid he was induced to believe this 2 meafure of
very great impropricty, and one that' would ‘prove injurious to
the ntereft of the United States. He could not tell for what pur-
pofe, or what was the objeé of this difcrimination. Who are
concerncd inthe carrying trade ? We are declaring againft one
country, in favor of another : for what purpofe ? Do gentlemen
expeét that France will aid our carrying trade ? He believed not.
It s a ufelefs declaration, an impotent meafure of paffion, faid
Mr. Sedgwick, not dictated by the underftanding yand fuppofing
the cffett intended fhould not be produced, the -ci:mftqucnv:e
would probably be advantageous to Maffachufetts, but very in-
jurious to Georgia. S d

Mr. Smith (8. C.) thought it highly impolitic to enter into a
commercial warfare with Great-Britain. We ought not to con-
demn her for following her ufual policy in her navigation laws ;
they are not particularly aimed at us ; her navigation a& was ori-
ginally aimed at the Dutch,  We have not heargI of any alteration
particularly againt this country, and therefore we have no room
for being dilpleafed. Whenever fhe finds her advantage, the will
propofe a commercial treaty, perhaps now, at the prefent time,
1tmay be contemplating. ' “The parliament rofe in Augult Jaft ;

| 3 new parliament may a& differently, and it will be more be-

coming in us to wait for fome little time, than precipitate this
meafure. This country has been fo disjointed fince the peace,
that we could not form any treaty with advantage ; iiid even now
this government is but I'mIe more than a year o}:.

With refpeét to the advantage Great-Britain reaps from her
trade with this country, which advantages fhe will lofe by the
adoption of this meafure, we fhall alfo be injured, The effe@®
may be more alarming than is now apprehended, and may briag
about a tcholution wmoneyear, . . ‘

sreat-Britain is a more compa& country, and has a more ftable
and permanent adminiftration ; but we ch png:%ur adminiftration
every two o three years : this gives them a decided advantage,
and they might cripple our commerce exeeedingly from one Con-
grefs to another. Hreet YEH ¢ 3 197D

The gentleman from Virginia has faid that we have it in our

| power to flarve the WeR-Indies ;. but he thought this an idea alto-

¥

er a furreptitious trade to fuch a principle.
Some articles from America pay no duty il;tngl'ndq which'

ther repugnant to the feclings of Americans; they would pre.

'pay duty from other countries ; we have, therefore, fome indul-

gences there which are notallowed us in France. 3

Mr. Smith concluded by obferving ‘that we fhould not refent
the policy of Great-Britain’s fupporting her own navigation laws,
from which he read fome paffages, and then declared his opinion,
that if the propofitionunder confideration fhonld be carried in the
houfe, it would prove very injurious to the interefts och“: country.

Mr. Madifon replied to the feveral arguments againft his motion.
A gentleman faid he (Mr. Sedgwick) had called it ‘¢ a meafure of
paffion.”” He obferved that}it had neither been diGated by paf-
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