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THE TABLET.—No. CXX.

€ It is not improbable that if all parts of the world
were equally eulightened by [eience, all nations
would embrace articles of faith, nearly fimilar to each
other.”’ —
(Coutinuation of the arguments in fupport of the pofition, that the
univerfal diffufion of literature will precede and prepare the
way for the paiverfal prevalence of religion.)

Rt d o

HO mankind, in their native ftate of igno-

rance, have always fome impreffions ofduv.z-,
yet fo incapable are they of reafoning, or think-
ing beyond the reach of their fenfes, that the
founders of redigious fyftems have ever reprefen-
ted the Supreme Being throngh the medium of
images, as the only method by which they could
gain credit with the fhort-fighted multitude. If
Mahomet be confidered as an exception, and his
veligion as an improvement upon raunk idolatry,
this willaffift theargument ; fince itis well known
the Arabians had made great improvements in
feveral branches of literarure, and of courfe were
fitted to embrace a religion more rational than
Paganifin.—~With refpect to Africa it is to be ob-
ferved, that chriftianity was never received in
that quartér of the earth, except by the nations
bordering upon the Mediterranean, which by
their interconrfe with the Greeks and Romans,
had made fome progrefs towards civilization.

The Greeks and Romans, it is true, previous
to the publication of chriftianity, were like the
reft of the world, wrapt up in the abfurdities of
Paganifin, and doubtlefs the bulk of them repofed
implicit confidence in the myfteries of the De/phic
Oracle. But in juftice to the wifer part of thofe
nations, wemuft allow, that they enterrained as
rational ideas of a Deity, and of human obligati-
ons, as the modern chriftians, in proportion to
their improvements in litératare. And we may
venture to affert, that, fo far as Wwe are able to
judge from their writings, the morality of So-
craTes and Prato bears ?c [zane properrticnta
that of our beft chriftian divines, as the phyfical
knowledgeof HyrocraTEs doesto that of Bogr-
HAVE ; the mathematical inveftigations of Arc-
HIMEDES to thofe of Sir Issac NEwTonN; orthe
politics of SorLon and Lycurcus to thofe of Fi-
TERTHE GREAT, and of MonTEesquiEU., There-
fore fetring afide all regard to revelation, and
fappofing morality to be a part of religion, this
remark proves, beyond difpure, that the progrefs
of religion, willnatarally be proportioned to im.

rovements in literature. )

I proceed to confider more particularly the
propagation of chriftianity, which willfurnith a
decifive argument in our favor, if we can prove
what appears to be true, that literature has, in
every inftance, preceded the receprion and cfta-
blithment of that rehigion ; and thac wi rit
has been embraced, its general purity has ever
been proportioned to the national ftate of litera-
ture. ~

It isa ¥einark of all ecclefiaftical hifl orians, and
of all the advocates of chriftianity, as a moft in-
conteltible fof'its divine origin, that it was
publifired at a time, and in a part of the world,
where mankind had made the greateit proficiency
in human knowledge—where they were moft ca-
y‘ble»ofucmprebending-the' fbliity of its doc-
trines and precepis ; and of detecting the fraud
‘“dW%?" ablurdities. 1 would extend this
remark farther, aud obferve that this im-
provement of the human mind was a circamftance
moft favorable to the propagation of religion—
and that to this natural caunfe only can we afcribe
its rapid and extenfive diffufion, in oppefition to
the malice and power of its enemies. Had the
Greeks and Romans been as ignovant as the Hot.
tentots of Caffzaria, or asfervile as the G.ntoos of
Indoflan; Nero, Trajay andiDasizias would
have cruthed chriftianivy, in its infaney, with the
fame eafe, that TAMERLANE could {upprefsitin
Afia. % T o0 bes contivied. ) :
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Thisimowm il truth isevers re confefs'd,
Stow rifes Worth by Pmmd.“ e

S no appetite in human nature is more uni-

A verfal than d\axfor::tmrm

~eonfined to.a very few, the numbers who thirft
for refpect, are out of all proportion to thofe who
feek it only by merit, | \greatr majority trou-
ble themfelves little about merit, bat apply them-
{e}ves to feek for honor by means wh?g»chey fee
Will more eafily and certainly obtain it ; by dif-
Playing their tafte and addrefs, their wealth and

veal menit is |

J has weakened the church ,ilfnftrepftheﬁy t 3
. neftly an
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tion of the Abby de MasLy, they will tail of their
defired liberty as certainly as emulation and ri-
valry are founded in human natore and infepara-
ble trom civil affairs. It is not to flatter the paf-
fions of thé people to be fure, nor is it the way to
obtain a prefent enthufiaftic popularity to tell
them that in a fingle aflembly, they will act as
arbitrarily and tyrannically as any defpot, but
it isa facred truth, and as demonitrable as any
propofition whatever, t(lf_at a fovereignty in a fin-
glc aflembl i muft neceflarily, and will certainly

e exercifed by a majority as tyrannically as any
fovereignty was ever egercifed by Kings or No-
bles. . And if a ballance of paffions and intereft
is not {cientiffically concerted, the prefent ftrug.
gle in Europe will be little beneficial to,mankini
and produce nothing but another thoufand years
of feudal fanaticifm under new and ftrange names.

me:igniﬁcence ; theirancient pat¢hments,pictures, |
and ftatues, and the virtues of their anceftors ;
and if thefe fail, asthey feldom have done, they
have recourfe to artifices,diffimulation,bypocrify,
flattery, impofture, empiricifin, quackery and
bribery. What chance has humble, modeft, ob-
feure and poor merit, in fueh a feramble ! Na-
tions,perceiving that the ftill fawall voice of merit
was drowned in the infolent resg'of fuch impof-
tures: and thar they were con({' wntly the dupes
of impudence and knavery, in national elections,
without a poffibility of a remedy, have fought
for fomething more permanent rhan the popular
voice to defignate honor. Many natiens have
attempted to annexit to land, prefuming thara
good eftate would at leaft furnifh the means of a
good education ; and have refolved that thofe
who fhould poflefs cerrain territuries, thould have
certain legiflative, executive and judicial powers,
over the people. Other nations have endeavor-
ed to connect honor with offices ; and the names
and ideas at leaft of certain moral virtues and in-
tellectual qualities have been by law annexed to
certain offices, as veneration, grace, excellence,
honor, ferenity, majefty.—~Other nations have at-
tempted to annex honer to families, without any
regard to lands or oflices. The Romans allowed
none, but thofe who had poffefled curule offices,
to have ftatues or portraits. He, who, had ima-
ges or pictures of his anceftors, was called noble.
He who had no ftatue or picture bat his own,
was called a new man. Thofe who had none at
all, were ignoble. Other narions haveunired all
thofe ihftitutions : conneéted lands, offices and
families—inade them all defcend rtogether, and
honor, public artention, confideration and con-
gratulation along with them. This hds been the
policy of Europe : and it js to‘this inftitution
which fhe owes her fuperiority, in war aud peace,
in Iegiﬂation and commerce, in agricalture, na-
wigation, arts fciences and manu actures, to Afia
and Africa. Thels familiec (Lls. ditinguifbhed
by property, hosors and privileges, by defend-
ing themfelves have been obliged to defend the
people againft- the encroachments of defpotifm.
They liave been a civil and political militia, con -
ftantly watching the defigns of the ftanding ar-
mies, and courts ; and by d.efending‘thcir own
rights, libertics, I:-o,pertics and Pprivileges, they
have been abliged,infome degree,to defend thofe
of the people. Bur there were feveral eflenitial
defects in this policy : one was that thé people
took o rational meafuresto defend themfelves,
either dagainft thefe grear families or the courts.
They had no adequate reprefentation of them-
felves in the fovereignty. Another was that it
never was determinied where the fovereignry re-
fided—generally it was claimed by Kings; but
nat admitted by the nobles. Sometimes every
Baron pretended to be fovereign in his own ter-
ritory; at other tiines the fovereignty was claim-

Extral from a fpeculation fignad Candidus in the
i Farmer's Journal of May 27.
WHY»i's fo much atrention paid to trifling me-
morials ? They are not matters of genera

concern. And why fhould we fupport men at Con-
grefs to trifle away their time upon them ! The
anfwer to queftions of this kind is obvious. Juftice
is uniform. It is the fame when adminiftered to
anindividual, a ftate, or 2 nation. If all contri-
bute to the eftablifhntent and fupport of govern-
ment in order that their perfons and properties
may bé protedted + Havenotdll ademand on gov-
ernment for that protection ? The reciprocal
rights and duties of the people, and the (apreme
power of amation conftitute fubftantial juftice.
There is a mutual dependence berween the fu-
preme power and the peoplé. And fince the
whole government is compofed of individuals,
does it appear inconfiftént that individuoals thould
be heard in thé public councils # Much depends
on public opinion in miatters relating to govern.
ment. Some deference therefore fuould be paid
toit. In ordér.to rim the confidente of tlie peo-
ple they muft be fu ly convinced that their memo-
rials and petitions will be duly atténded ro when
theyaré not direéily repugnaiit to che intereit and

elfare of the community. And bettér would it

for governmeént, to expend 106 dollars in'an
attempt todo juftice to a man, or body of men,
than for them to defraund either of them of 19
dollars by a direct retufal of juftice.”
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CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
THURSDAY, MAY 3. -
On the propofition to encreafe the duty 8f iontiage on foreign botioms.
N\ A R. Manison faid that he was friendly to the propofition,

VA 25 its objeét was an extenfion of “the Xn'lcrii:an- navigation,
buthad very great doubts whetheritwould anfwerthe defign of gen-
tlemen fo far as it was pdinted againft that nation, whofe (hipping
moft interfered withthie American fhipping ; we cannot at prefenit
enter into a full competion with the Britifh nation in this bufinefs.
~ He entered into a ,genﬁ'al confideration of the influence thisens

ed by an aflembly of the nobles, under the name |}/ duty would have on the navigation of the European na:
tions—and doubted much the policy of laying this duty o theé

of Srates.or Cortes. Sometimes the United au-
thority of the King and the Srares was called the | fhipping of France: By fome recent tranfations it w&ﬂﬂ thet
our commercial advui:fa with fome of thé powers of Europe

fovereigncy. The common people had no ade- | °% Iwers ot By
quate and independent fhare in the legiflature, will be greatly encresfod ; she.irade of Frince will probubly be of

: k three times the benefit to the United States with that of any other
and found themfelves harrdfled to difcover who | commercial country whatever. He gavea detail 6fthe encourage-
wasthe fovereign and whom they ought to o- | ment which France gave to the oyl bufinefs,and in this encourage-
bey, as much as tiley ever had been or could be | ment he intimated that featiments of friend{hip were mingled with
to determine who Had the moft merit. A thoun-

Lhofe of intereft aﬁ ',p:licy—the exportation of tobacco to that
. ingdom is an objeft of very great importance ; rice is another ar-
fand years of Baron’s wars,. caufing univerfal{ ticle, which hcgin)s to be &E::,a under great advannsc- there ;
darknefs, ignorance and barbarity, ended at laft | flour and grain will always in 4 or 5,‘!ws‘ﬂnd.a great denand in
in fimple monarchy, not by esprefs ftipulation, | that country ; this is at prefent the ca , and fror the ftate of the
but by tacit acquiefcence, in almo% ail Europe;
the Feoplc prefering a cerrdin fovereignty in a
e

¥

hatvefls from time to the fame will frequently happen ; the
preference they givé to Io and "nﬁn built in 't‘\'e'ﬁmlcd .':tuel'
er:
fingle perfon, to endlefs difputes, about merit and
fovereignty, which neyer did and never will

{hould be taken 1nto confideration—this is 2 very importarit branch
of bufinefs—falt provifion will become anothet article of export—
produce -any thing but ariftocratical anarchy ;
and the nobles contenting themfelves with a fecu-

the advantages of which will bé felt by the moft interior and re-
mote parts of this country, e Tl cft-India Iffands
rity of their property and privileges, by a gavern-
ment of fixed laws; re red and interpreted
u led fovereign

admit our veflels ; it is true the accefs is édnfn&cd; but experis
ence will continue to poinit ot their true pélicy; Rill the mode of
carrying on commerce with thofe iflands i very advantageous to
us, .as it is carried on in our own bottoms.—He much doubted the
cligibility of the meafure as it might canduce to influence the na-
tions of ‘Europe to make a common caufe of  the reftriions latd
indiferiminately on the maritime powers. of Europe. =

The great objeét of this {peech was a difcrimination betweén
Britifh and other foreign fhipping of nations not in alliance, and
that of thofe/which are-:-and purfuing the idea further he obfervad,
that a confluming country has the advantage over a wanufa&turing
-country ; wecando better without /Great-Britaiu than they can do
withoutus ; acticles of luxury may be retrenched with advantage.

He attended ta the objeftion from the Southern States who are
fodecnly conneéted with the Britifh ; faid it was to be lament
thag meafures calculated to gromote the general good Hould mili-
-tate with any patticular intereft—a maritime force in cafe of war is
ithe only hope of the Southern States—not that he was in favot bf
-anavy—but the el?ibilitv of an increafe of thofe refources which
smight be converted into fuch amatineforce as would be abfolutely,
meceffary on fuch ant emergercy, muft be abvious to every one-
In cafe of war the Southern States would be the ‘firft objeét of ata
tack.

The Squthern States may build {hips and in this bufinefs cnjoy
fome advantages over all the reft. There are cafes in which it is

byaj power, which the
tr};bu{\h t‘l:pu :-h:legiﬂ_ap%n and execution

werein a fingle perfon. In this fyftem to con-
troul the no es,j{:’he church j ﬁnqd the Kings and
comman people: !

" The progrefs of reafon, letters and fgience,

common people ; who, if they are honeftly ¢

prudently éonducted t;y thafe who have their
confidence, will moft in ?ﬂqﬁ;} obtain'a fhare -in
every legiflature. Butif the common people are
advifed to aim at collecting thewhole fovereignty
in fingle national aflemblies, as they are by the
Duke dela RocueroucavrT and the Marqn:iis o
CoRDERCET ; or at the abolition of the Regal ex
ecutive authority ; or at a divifion of the execu-

tive power, as they are by a pofthnmous publica- | beuer to do nothing thau not o doa great deal—he intimated




