the laft feffion, it was fo now : for the gentleman in his ftate-

- ment of the reafons of the committee, had declared, that the com-
mittee were not poffefled of proofs with refpeét to the reftriéti-
ons of other nations.  Sir; fhall we ffumble on in the dark with-
out thofe proofs ? Shall we burthen a portion of our citizens
without afcertaining the neceflity of our-doing fo ? Let us procure
thofe proofs—Ilet us have evidence of this encouragement’s being
wanting, previousto our.laying this additional weight.  But, Sir,
who has a right to complain -on this occafion ; the merchants of
Portfmouth or the merchants of Savannah ? Let us compare the
grievance of tonnage in the two places. New-Hampfhire, Sir,
Pays of foreign tonnage the amount of 469 dollars and fifty cents ;
a mighty fum indeed ; from the noife made about it an indifferent
perfon might fuppofe it fufficient to fatisfy the national debt.
The ftate of Georgia, which on a former occafion was f{uppofed
barely capable ot defraying the travelling expences of their mem-
bers, pays of foreign tonnage 2600 dollars 17 cents—--a difference
fcarcely to be compared. -

A gentleman from North-Carolina, (Mr. William{on) had fup-
ported the report, but hoped it never would be adopted on the
principles of eftablithing a pavy. Mr. Jack(on obferved that his
icafons feemed to be the keeping the carrying trade within our-
felves. Sir, it 15 a doubt with me if the carrying trade is benefi-
«ial to the United States; ifit enriches individuals it certainly does
not the community ; writers on trade divide it intothree branches,

h:)lome or coafting trade, which is allowed to be the moft bene-
ficial to the nation ; the foreign trade which is next beneficial, and
the carrying trade which is not at all beneficial, unlefs it be as a
nurfery for feamen—dircétly oppofite to the fentiments of the gen-
tleman.  The carrying trade is therefore%ery bencficial to coun-
tries dependent on their navies—it is faid to be particularly fo 1o
Great-Britain : but, fir, 1s our intereft the fame with the inter
of that nation? Docs our national importance and even our very
fecurity depend as hers does onthe ftrength of her fleets? If inva-
ded fhall we look to a mavy for proteét on ? No, fir, to the agri-
cultural intereft—to the hardy fons of the Weft—to the Ameri-
can yeomanry we fhall appeal and we fhall there find fupport.
The carrying trade is of no great confequence to us, nor is it to
many other countries; it is taking a produétive capital from the
nation it belongs to, to be employed in the fervice and carrying
the furplus produce of other countries. The moft celebrated wri-
ters have declared even in Great-Britain, that the coal trade from
Newcaftle to London is the moft beneficial that nation is concern-
ed in. With us, fir, the whole coafting trade isin the hands of
our fellow citizens, where I with it to remain, as I think it high-
Jy advantageous, and this of itfelf is a very great encouragement.

Buc Sir, if we examine, I believe, on "the principie of encour-
agement what we have done, it will: be found|fufficient, I have in
my hands, Sir, fome paragraphs of newfpapers (which he read.)
By thefe, Sir, it appears, that fhip-building is moft rapidly ad-
vancing—a veflel i1s now building at Bofton of goo tons, one at
Salem of 1100 and 22 at Philadelphia of upwards of 250 tons
each. What more that branch of mechanics would want, I am at
alofs for—unlefs they wifh more work than they have hands- to
accomplifh ; for I fancy if it was to be much more increafed, they
muft fend to other countries for the workmen. It is jnft the fame
with arts and manufatures.—-they are cvery where extending
themfelves, and no doubt owing to the ample encouragement giv-
en laft fefion. Shall we then, if we find the encouragement al-
ready given {ufficient, be fill adding to the burthens of the fouth-
e zatcs ? Will not they have a right to fay that they are not at-
tended to; becaufe they are not clamorous with petitions, fhall
they be faddled with additional weights? It fhould be remem-
bered, that there is not to this day,a fimgle petition for any one
requeft from the citizens of the flate of Georgia before Congrefs,
whilft other ftates have brought before the houfe a number which
wonld take three {effions to decideon—becaufe the was modeit,
was fhe to be impofed on ? He hoped her ftill voice would at lealt
draw fome attention. He believed that the fouthern ftates were a

ood milch cow to the Union, but he trufted if the Union milked
ger, they would not ride her at the fame time---the ad ditional tou-
nage appeared to him to be doing this.
ilc concluded with reminding the gentlemen (Mr. Madifon,
Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Shermanand Mr. Lawrance) of their former
fentiments, and trufted he thould not now find them avowing o-
Pinions contrary to them.

TUESDAY, May 25.

Mr. Vinine having veted in the agfirmative on the queftion,Wheiher

Mr. Gale's motion for the (ommittee’s rifing, and reporting the twelve
Jedtions of the Funding Bill, in order 1o’ their being difcharged, as in
our lafl, 10fe and obferved ——That as the vote he "had now given
en might appear inconfiftent with his paft condu& on this great
queftion, it became neceffary that he fhould fay fomething on the
oecafion. He faid he was a warm advocate in favour of the af-
fumption of the fate debts, agreeable to the plan propofed by the
Secretary of the Treafury—the whole of that report was valuable ;
he fhould regret lofing any part of it—and he had full confidence
that the meafure of allumption would be finally adopted—at pre-
fent bowever he confidered the objeét of the bifl before the Com-
mittee, independent of the billé)ropofed to be annexed, as of pri-
mary confequence to the United States.—He tho’t the two objeéts
might be feparated ; and he was not willing by grafping at a fha-
dow tolofe the fubftance.—He thought the afTumption might be
brought forward with propriety in lﬁc form of a refolution—and
be would pledge himfelf do it.—He thought this would comport
with the idea of the Secretary.—

Mr.Sevewick faidthat the gentlemen in favor of the affumption were
wery unfortunate in not being able to unite in the means of obtaining an
objeél, which they not only approve, but confider as neceffary to the execu-

ion o ;/qu, and important to the welfare and happinefs of this coun-
ry. * at a great majority of thofe who were in favor of the mea-
JSure, thought it ought to be previded for before the funds fhould be ef-
tablifhed which are to fecure the prefervation of public credit, Fhat -
ther gentlemen were of opinion that there was,no natural couneflion, and
that therefore the fubjeéls fhould be feparated.  That he himfelf was of the
Jormer opmion.

He fard it had been often afferted and to his remembrance never denied,
that the State debts were fo unequal, that in fome States it would be found
impradlicable to make an adequate provifion for them, and at the fame
time for thofe States to contribute their equal proportion to the national
lrea_ﬁ/ry. That  thefe circumflantes were well' known to thofe men to
whom the people would commt the adminifiration of their State govern-
ments ; In this fituation what meafures would the duty and inte Zﬁ of
thefe men induce them to purfue 2 Unqueflionably, without delay, by the
beft mans in their powers to adoft a Mm Jor the prefervation of pub-
ic faith. ~ Such fyftem and that to be adopted by .this government could
ot cencurrently be carried into execution ; the one or the other muft fail ;
doth were the meafures of governments depending on popular optnion.—
Thatit ought to be a fubject of enquiry therefore, which would moft pro-

“bably ke the objell of popular affeétion 5 here a knowledge of a_few faéls
would be /uﬁcimt to determine the judgment. He faid he fpoke onlyof |
Maffachufetts becaufe his knowledge of falls on this Jubjeft,” did-not ex-
2end beyond it—that in that State a very great proportion of the national
Jecurities had been alienated, and that at avery low flate of depreciation.
Thie purchafers of thefe fecurities, from principles well known and zohich
are infeparable from the human heart were not the objels of affectionate
regard ; the [\jlem t/zerle;[ore which 15 to _[erure this debt cannot it elf be
Popular.  On the other hand, the State debt having had the intereft regu-
darly paid for fome time, and at no time being without any provifion

Jor that purpofe, had much the greater part of it remained in'the hands
of the original holders. It was diftributed throughout cvery part of the

tate, and in every village and neighborhood there remained a grateful
recolleflian of the merit of thafe. [ervices which were rendered as the con-
fideration for the exifting demands againfl the government ; that froma
cool and difpa/fionate r[zﬁeﬂion on lhefe falls, gentlemen wouldbe able
ith certainty to preditt,authout a fpirit of prophecy, the iffue of @ legif-
ative criention on this ground. betweenthe nationa! and” Stat: govern-
ments.

{—470~]

Mr. Sedgwick fuid that to his mindthere was an_incxpidcabic miflery
in the condull q[{mtkmm whé declared themfelves in_favor of the aj-
Jumption, and that they ed itirrelative to the fubject of funding
the debt, and yet declined ‘m'u( the veafons on which fuch an opinion was
founded.  That he ardently ‘%d the gentlemen would condefiend to
give the explanation their friends requefled ; hitherto they had myfleri-
oufly declinwd to do it. ~ He requefled that they would be pleafed to remem-
ber that a very confiderable. majority of thofe who are in favor of the mea~
Jure, fuppofed the debts contracied by the States for the fupport of tie war,
t0 be the proper debts of the United States.  If this was a well founded
opinion thete could not poffibly ‘XJ’/’ a doutt. out they fhould be added to
the lift which already contained many zz’rllrenl ecies of fecurities---
that now was tertazna the proper time 16 determine whether that opiuion

«was juft or erroneous. " .

e further obfcrved thatshis was the proper t'me to determine onthis fub-
Jjett from another very iwportant confideration---if the State debts are af-
Jumed, all the fources of revenue without violence or inyuflice, will be at
the difpofal and under the controul of this government.  That without the
affumption, feizing on thofe which are necelfary ts fecnre the interefl of the
tate debts, would be in the extreme both violent and unjuft.  That a tax,
for inflance on fpirituous liguors was for many n;jmu roper and would
e in a great degree ﬁmduﬂ?ve; that notwithflanding fhould that article,
under the prefent circumflances be excifed. it would bz putting this govern-

onac ition, to which he believed it would be found unequal.
Mr. Sedgwick further obferved that the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. Madﬁ ) at a time he had nat the happinefs to be prefent,
at the end of eight weeks debate. on this: fubjeit, during which time he
had remained only a filent hearer, had come forward in a [peech, which
had becn given 10 the public, and he was informed with great accuracy---
that by means of diftharging, immediately afterwards the committee from
the further cn/dzratian of the fubjell, no anfwer had been given to 1t ;

that this fpeech whichhe feared was defigned to make an unfair and un-
due impr{jefau on the pu[;g" -m{u ferformance in his opinion com-
pofed of u/oundd Sfaits, monfirous premifes and inconcl five dedutiions ;
that it would well become the magnanimity of the gentleman and the par-

tiality of his {rimd: to permit a full examinationjof his argument that it
might juftly be determined how far it deferved the charafler he had im-

puted to it. !
WEDNESDAY, MAY 26.

Mr. Gilman informed the Houfe that yefterday
the joint committee of both Houfes waited on the
Prelgdent of the United States and prefented the
following bills :

An Aét to prefcribe the mode in which the pub-
lic acts, records, and judicial proceedings in each
State, fhali be authenticated fo as to rake effect in
every other State.

An Act to provide for mitigating or remitting
the forfeitures and penalties accruing under the
revenue laws in certain cafes therein mentioned.

An At to continue in force an A¢t pafled atthe
laft feflion of Congrefs, entitled an At to regu
late procefles in the Courts of the United Stares.

An Ac for the government of the territory of
the United States, §outh ofthe river Ohio.

A meflage was received from the Prefident of
the United States informing the Houfe that he
had given his aflent to the two firft of the above
Acts.  The other two originated in the Senate.

Mr. Page made ‘a motion which was feconded
by Mr. Parker, that the committee ot the whole
be difcharged from any further confideration of
the bill rel%)ec‘tins the State of Rhode-Ifland, and
added the following obfervations :

Mr.PagE. Sir, I rife to move that the commit-
tee of the whole be difcharged from confidering
the bill refpecting cheState of Rhode Ifland, which
originated in the Senate—and hope that it will
by the houfe be rejééted—for I think, as the Con-
vention of that State is to fitin a few days, we
fhould have nothing before Congrefs which could
tend to influence their choice of the Conftitution
under which|they are tolive. It peculiarly behove;
this Houfe, as Reprefentatives of Republican
States, which have always aflerted theirrights to
judge for themielves in all cafes which intereft-
ed them as freemen—which adopted the plan of
government after matare deliberation, unbiafled
by any fuch motives as the bill alluded to holds
out to Rhode lfland + I fay it becomes this Houfe
therefore to take care that their filter State. now
about to confider of the propriety of adoptil;g the
Conftitation, fhall be as free to judge for herfelf
as was any other Statein the Union —Should this
bill pafs, and fhould Rhode-Ifland adopt the Con.-
ftitution, fhe will conie with fo bad a grace into
the Union, that fhe muft be athamed when fhe en-
ters it, and the independent Stares muft blufh
when they receive her—She will be * [ay hed at
by the majorities in the other States, and defpi-
fed by the minorities—How far this may tend to
fh‘engthen the Union let thofe who favor the bill
judge. She would be in the fituation of a fol.
dier, preft into the fervice, looked upon as un
worthy to be ranged with the volunteers— fuf.
pected of an inclination to defert, till perhaps
indeed it may become her intereft, like his to do
fo, and to.act vigoroufly againft thofe who had
infulted her. >

Surely, Sir, it becomes this Houfe to pit
[ frailty of the weak aid ignorant, who koo ;l:fé‘

the bleflings of our New-Government, to forgive
the perverfe and wicked who oppofe it from bafe
principles, and to fhew a generous indulgence to
+that jealous, cautiousrepublican fpirit, which in-.
deed we fhould cherith and revere. Let this
Houfe manifeft fuch a dif ofition, and I will ven-
ture to p\:cdi& the happiel{ corifequences. Rhode
Iﬂagd will find it her intereft to unire with States
poflefling fuch magnanimity—her rights fhe will
fee can never be violated, and her true interefts
never can be negle&ed; but Sir, if we thew that
We are more anxious to compleat the numbers of
our States than to preferve inviolate the rights
of f'reemena and the principles of the late glori-
ous revolution—ifwe are more folicions toreftrict
fmuggling than to extend the benign influence of
our New Conftitution, through theftate of Rhade.

what can that State expeét from a unjon with
States thysdifpofed ? But if weé not only map;.
feftly thew thisdifpofition, but alfo a malevolence
refembling that which Great Britain fhewed whey,
fhe in her rage to anfwer her revenge, and ex.
tend her defpotic power over America, fhye up
the port of Bofton, hoping to ftarve into fubmiy
fion its virtuous citizens—Muft not the Rhods.
Hlanders, like the Boftonians deteft the cryel 4
tempt, refent it, and by their refentment, mu;
not the confequences be too much like thofe whic;;
followed in the cafe alladed 10 ? May they nol"
be applauded by true Repablicans througheus (h;
world ! May they not be fupported by the epe.
mies of our peace ?

Sir, they will take advantage of every cireyy
ftance which may afford them an “pPportunity n;‘
gratifying their envy orrevenge. There i8 pec-
haps but one nation upon earth, which wifhes i
fee thefe States flourith in peace, and it may not
be long before fhe may think that our growing
greatnels may interfere with hers, Let hs,ﬁ;;
therefore run the rifk of endangering the ‘
and harmony of the United States—Let us noy
even wound the feelings of a filler State—1 op o
not expofe ourlelves to the charge of incon *.
cy, impropriety, rathness, and cruelty ;;bug e
us to avoid thofe charges, difcharge the committce
of the whole, take up the bill in the Houfe ang
rejet it at once—leaving Rhode Ifland unbiafed
(by any thing Congrefscan do) toadopt orreject
the Conftitution, as they may ‘
they adopt it the bill will be unnezeffary—If:hey

fhould reject it, then let us leave them on a foor-
ing with foreigners—they are ailies - at prefens,

and fhould be treated as fuch. Buc it is faid oue
revenue is in danger. Sir, take my advice, and
you w:l_l make ic the intereft of Rhode Idland 1o
unite with us, oratleaft lay her under an Digh ol
ligation not to fmuggle; but go on withthe b
ana you force her to fmuggle—nay, ptrhapj;
be your enemy for ever. States in Europe ad.
joining each other, fhew us, that this bill isuy.
neceffary. It would be thought madnel there
to interdict all commercial intercourfe of neip) ;
boring States, merely with a view to prevens
{muggling—It would I'believe too be looked upon
as equal toa declaration of war, WAL 4
Sir 1 Jament thac this bill has been committed,
but if it fhould nowbe taken up and rejecied, it
will be doing all that can be done-—and will fhew
that as foon as the autention of the Houfe was
turnied to it, a proper regard was {hewn for the
vights of freemen. ‘This bill is too inconfifte
with the charaéter the Reprefentatives of th}:
States ought to fupport—it has too much the ap.
pearance of certain Britith adts of Parliament,
which our conftituents bave execrated. . Surel
Sir, the Reprefentatives ot Maflachufe u&
unite with me in'opinion, thar fuchamlu
not be commirted—The Members of Sla;ﬁ'm‘
applauded the glorious fpirit of that State in op-
pofition to a fimilar a@, who rifked their all in
her fupport, and thereby acquired liberty and
immortal honor, will, T traft, vore with me—and
furely the States which came late into the Union,
and fuch as adopted the Conftitution by a fmalj
majoricy, will confider that the cafe of Rltode.
lland, might have been their own—Surely eves
thofe, if fuch there be amongft us, who think that
devoted State to be as Britifh Minifters faid Ame-
rica was, a neft of mifcreants, will allow that it
will be inhuman to punifh the innocent with the
guilty. 1 think therefore that the bill deferves
not the fanction of this houfe—that it is impoli-
tic and unjuft—I hopethe committee will be dif-
charged, and the bill taken up for afhira_;rd,'!f
ing, and rejected, time enough, to leave the Con-
vention of Rhode-Ifland free to adopt the Confti-
tution or reject it as they may pleafe.
Lgt us confider with wbatimrign’aridntﬁecf!k'.
vention of any of the States, which we reprefent,
if about to fit on fuch an occafion, would have re-
ceived fuchan A of Congrefs—wonld they not
!mve protgfted againft it, as an infult, and ad-
Journed without deliberating on the favorite Cons
ftitution ? Is there a man in this houfe were he
in fach Convention, who would not agree tofuch
proteft and adjournment }  But Sir, let us confi-
der the defign of the bill : If it be intended (0
induce the State of Rhode ifland tocome info!
Union, 1 think I have thewn that it is ba
culated to anfive pofe if intended (0
prevent fmuggling, ¥ think I have hewn Mfi‘",
more likely to proguce thatevil,than ta pfd’wm
—If the motion be agreed to, no inconveniencé
can arife, but much ‘mifchjef may be prﬂéﬂlea~
I hope therefore that the Houfe will agree with
me, that the committee of the whole be difchar-
ged, and will not leave fuch a bill hanging over

i

muft put them into a fituation different from that
of any, other State in the Union when they adopt-
ed the Conftitution.—Let it not be faid, Sir, 1
conjure this Houfe, that the confederated Repub-
lies of America have united upon any other prin.
ciple than that of a free and perfect conviction
of the excellence of their federal plan of vern-

in bringing even the fmalleft ftate into the Union

| lland, aswell as through the twelve other States,

~—Let us not treat a fifter ftate in the 'GYB] m'l':!lr
ner we difdained to be ticated by Great Brirain.

think proper,” If,

the heads of the people of Rhode-1land, which -

ment—Let it not be faid that fear had any"ﬂx!""" '
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