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¥t was enicountering an immediate and certain evil fora remote and
uncertain benefit; The navigating ftates had already obtained
from Congrefs confiderable favors moré than cither the manufac-
turing or the agricultural Rates had received ; their veffels paid
only 6 cents wfilé forcigners paid 50 ; even when fold to foreign. |
ers they paid only 30 cents ; they had a monopoly of the coafting
trade anltbﬁl':aﬂ'lndit' trade, and goods imported in American
ottoms were entitled to a difcount of 10 per cent on the duties.
They had by nature every advantage in (hip building ; they could
build for nearly one half the fum 1t would coft in Europe, they
had all the materials for building and equipping at hand, and yet
they were not fatisfied but were prefling for further benefits ; at
leaft they fhould wait 1o learn the effeét of the laws paffed laft fefli-
o0 oo this fubje&t ;.there were no documents to fhew whether
thofe laws had increafed the American fhippingor to what amount,
they had not been in operation above nine months, and it was an
extraordinary proceeding to double the foreign tonnage without
anyother ground thana petitionfrom fome merchants in Portfmouth.
If after the inquiry thould be made, it fhould . ap‘Pnr that notwith-
ftanding every thing which Congrels had done for fecuring to the
United States the carrying trade, our own fhippin had not in-
creafed in the proportion expeied,it might reafonab ybeinferred
that other circum(flances than thefe to which it was attributed,oc-
cafipned fuch ill fuccefs, and that increafing the foreign tonna
would not remedy the evil ; if on the otherhand it fhould be afcer-
tained that the meafures of laft feffion had produced the defired
effeét, then any further reftri@ions on foreign Mipping would be
unneceflary, ‘Whatever was the refulty it would operate againft
the propofed increafe,
If the fa& however really wasas the petition ftated, that no ad-
Yyantages had accrued to their thipping from the meafures of the
latt fefion, he was impreffed wix a ftrong conviftion that their
fhipping labored under difabilities not within the power of Con-
grels to remove, It was not improbable that our merchants in
general, either had not fufficient capital to engage {erioufly in the
carrying trade, or were not difpofed to encounter the hazard of
that fpecies of commerce, A merchant at Bofton who fhoald pro-
Pole to be concerned in the carrying trade between Charlefton and
Amflerdam, muft have capitals and conneétions at both thofe pla-
tes :  His property being thus divided, would be c.xpoftd_ to
greater rifques than if it were all at Bofton under his immediate
controul : at leaft he would fecl more fatistaétion in this cafe, and
any trifling lofs might tnduce him to relinquifh fuch extenfive cons
<cerns, and to contraét his capital to a {maller fphere : This mizht
be one reafon why our citizens were cautious of embarking in the
carrying trade ; another might be affigned ; fo'me of ghe exporting
ftates were accuftomed to particular commercial habits adapted to
their local circumftances and their immediate convenience; they
were fupplied at proper feafons with fuch commodities as were
fuited to their wants, and the nation which fupplicd them, not
ouly allowed us an ex enfive credit, but received our produce in
exchange ; the veffels which brought the neceffary fupplies, were
eady to take away our produ&ions; and the merchant who fold
the former would naturall employ his own veffels to export (hc
latter. The only mode of {upplanting thefe foreign merchants is
to imitate their conduét; without it, faid Mr. Smith it is in vain
to load their fhipping with enormous duties; fuch a ftep will on-
1y diftrefs us and depreciate our produce,without fecuring the car-
rying trade to the Eaftern flates. The true policy of the United
States was to encourage its agriculture and fac:ln}atc the exportati-
on of its produéls—this meafure would have a different tendency,
Union at home and prace with all the world fhould be our mot-
to, becayfe they would enfure profperity to this country ; but the
Ppropofition if cariied into aperation, would occafion difunion at
home, and might induce a reraliat on by foreign powers, and in-
volve us in hoftilities. The ftates which would fuffer by this re-
firiétion on foreign thipping,of which they ftood fo much in need,
would confider it as unjuft and calculated to promote the mt,rn'ﬂa
of other Rates at theit expence : In this point of view, he dilip-
rrovcd highly of the meafure, for it did not hold nul_tn.lhc dif-
erent ftaces that equal prite@ion to which by the conltitution they
were entitled. At any rafe the propofed increafe was premature
and they had not fufficient information to warrant fo very enor-
mous an addition to the foreign tonnage. 0 |
Mr. Sugrman obferved that the rclolutions had in view two
objeéts; one to encourage the carrying trade, the other to encou-
rag fhip building. To give due encouragement to the American
carrying trade, he thought it would be expedient to lay the fame
impofitions on foreigners coming into the ports of the United
Staics, as were laid on citizens of the United States going into fo-
reign ports. Encouraging the carrying trade, in his.opinion,
would operate as an encouragement to fhip building, becaufe
owmning Americanbult fhips thould be an obje® to foreigners
who traded with the United States, fince thereby they would make
a confiderable faving in the tonnage; the refolutions p:opoﬁng
t0 add no additional tonnage on American built fhips, tho’ owned
by foreigners.—He thought that tonnage would not operate fo un-
cqually as the gentleman from South-Carolina had imagined.
Shouid its operation be unfayorable to any particular State for rhe
prefent, yet the general benefit of it would foon pervadethe whole,
and like water would find its own level,

Mr. Goodhue made fome remarks on the importance of the car-
rying trade, and faid that the decline of that bufinefs was owing
to the reftriftions impofed by toreigners on the fhipping of the
United States. In his opinion, therefore, it was neccflary to meet
them in this refpeét upon an equal footing, and piace the fhip-
Ping of the United States in the fame fituation as_thens. Beyond
this he did not with to go. Confidering the ability of our coun-
try to build fhips, he thought that branch of bufinefs ought to be
encouraged, as it wasa point that in a very effential manuer, con-
cerned our neareft interefts. Sl .

. Mr. Williamfon {aid, the queftion was'of importance. He did
not think it proper that one part of the community fhould be
burthened for the benefit of the other. Suppofe a particular State
ihould pay 8 or 10,000 dollars a year tx!raordma?' for the pub-
lic good, it would moft certainly ‘be proper to adopt fome me-
thod of refunding the fum paid over and abave its proportion, and
then the burthen would be equalized. 'With refpeét 10 [the poli-
cy of encouraging American veffels he viewed the matter in a dil-
ferent light from what the gentleman from Carolina did.  When
he mentioned the encouragement of ‘American thipping, he con-
fefed his ideas did not extend to a navy. He thought that period
ftill very remote when we fhould be allle to contena with the Eu-
ropean powers on the watery clement.  He hoped, he faid, Am.-
ricans would never fo far lofc fight of their own intereft as to bur-
then themfelves with the expence of a navy ; confidering our fi-
tuation, rather Tet us endeavour to make the moft of the produce
of our country. The farmer who earns his bread by the fweat of
his brow, 1f his imduftry procures him more than he wants for his
own fupport, he ought to have markets to go to, and every. poffi-
ble opportunity thrown in his way of making the moft of his pro-
perty. By permitting foreigners to carry our produce for us
order to pay for the fine goods they furnith us, we have to raife
more from the foil by one third than if we carried it ourfelves.
The exports from fome ftates confift of bulky articles ; and the
tranfportation of lumberto the Weft-Iudics in foreign bottoms con:
fnmes 50 per cent. of the cargo. It is ufual for a man to fill a vei.
fel lumber, and then give on? half for the carrying of the
other : 7 fo that one half of the property gocs out of ihe country
neverto return.  In particular, too, with regard to tobacco + The
value of a hogfhead was about 25 dollars, the freight to Europ: 8
dollars, fo that the freight was very near 33% per ceat. i
He mentioned thefe particalars, he fa':d, to thew the difadvan-
tage of:fuﬂ"cring forcigners to be the earriers of our produce. My
Williamfon theo read a ftatement of the annual exports of North-
Carolina, and the thipping employed in carrying off the fame,

Impoft and Tonnage,
the intereft on the domeftic debt of the United
States, agreeable to the principles of the bill.

non-fubferibers, by the bill, does not include in-
tereft, as in the cafe of fubfcribers,
amendment to make fuch provifion.
that this claufe as it now ftands, conveys the idea
of compulfion, to a much
without it—whereas the only difference which
has been contemplared is, a priority in payments,

bill did virtually make this provifion.

be made definite, by exprefling the word « prin-

cipal,” agreeable to the fenfe of the commirttee
asnow declared. |

mendment, to provid; forifluing a Certificate for
intereft, to the end o
feribers,

were withdrawn, :

the non-fubfcribing creditors, by  which they
fhould receive their inrereft ““ fromand” durin
the year 1791,
ing a permanent
non-fubfcribers, at 6-pr cent.
them advantages over the fubferibers—whereas
It 15 not contemplated by the bill to fund the de-
~mands of the non fubfcribers—the) are to be pro-
vided for by annual grants,
When it was confidered whata prodigious proportion of our pro- | fued on this motion. The quefti
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ing our ¢arriers, it was highly necefary to take fome meafures to
cofmtm& fuch abufe. Agndybe hoped the citizens of the United
Scates would one day or other be the ﬁ)le“carrje‘n of their own
produce. For it was to the carrying trade that nations owed their
wealth and confequence, and_experience had fhewn that he that
carried the produce fially became thefowner of it. * The gentle-
man from South-Carofina (Mr. Smith)had faid, that the operation
of the prefent tonnage aét had either tended to encreale tie thip-
,ﬁng, orit had not—if it had increafed it, then enough was done ;
if it_had not, then the fajlure was owing to fome other caufe, and
the raifing of the tonnage would not effe& the defired purpofe.—
Tathis he begged leavetoreply, that the tonnage might be com-
pared to agreat weight ; it was either moved or not, if it was
moved and not lifted, then there was only more ftrength wanted ;
if it was not moved, then it became neceffary 10 have recourfe to
the mechanical powers of pullies, levers, &c. 3
Mr., Smitu then obferved, that if gentlemen went upon the
the principle of increaling the tonnage after they had fet it in mo-
tion, that they might perhaps go to the length ot 2 or g dollars,
The gentleman had compared it to a weight, when we had go: the
lever under it, all we had to do wasto lift. But it apprared to
him that we had no lever under the weight, and that we are ftriv-
ing to. raife it without one, and nray continue ftriving till we
break our backs. - If a perfon fhould take a dofe of megicine, he
afked whether it would not e proper to wait till he faw whether

it operated or not, before he fhould take another? The faft was
Congrefs had not time to fee the operation of their meafures » But
a few mouths had elapfed fince the tonnage aét had begun to be in

force, The propofed ref;

‘ s put him in mind of a fick main,
who was informed by his

ian that if he could take halfa pint
of mediciue every day fo months, thet it would reftare him
his health,  The man thenté#foned thos : Halfa pint a day of this
potion will make me well infix mont:'s; but'a pint per day for
three months is equal to half » piat for fix months=Ergo, a piat a
day for three months willcure me !
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HE bill for the relief of Thomas Jenkins,

and Co. and the bill for eftablifhing the Ju-
dicial Courts of the Unired States in the State of
North Carolina, were read athird time, and pafled
the Houfe.
Tlie amendments propofed by the Senate to the
refolutions refpecting the arrears of pay due to
officers and foldiers of the Virginia and North-
Carolina lines of the late army, were taken into
confideration.
Mr. Lawrance informed the houfe that the fpe-
culations in this bufinefs had not originated in
New-York—that hehad been informed the whole
amount,purchafed by perfons here, is about 2600
dollars—that the {peculations in Virginia and
North-Carolina, had raken place previous to the
appropriation, and to amuch greater amoun:, —
He mentioned, thefe facts, he faid, to do away the
afperfions, which in the courfe of difeufling this
bufinefs, had been thrown out againft this ciiy,
He was of opinion, that it would be beft to difa.
gree to the amendments, and ler the refolution
lie for furcher confi * sration.
Mr. Williamfon * idhe hoped the houfe would
agree to the amend.ients, as in cafe of nown-con-
currence the refolutions would be Toft—and he
was firtnly perfoaded that it is neceflary that fome
thing fhould be done.
Mr. Bloodworth made fome obfervations in re-
ply to Mr. Lawrance,
Mr. Ames obferved, that as there appears to be
a contradiction in relpeé to facts, and as the re.
folurion had been oppofed on certain principles,
which had not been controvested, he wifhed 1he
amendments fhould lie for the prefent, and made
a motion accordingly,
Mr. Vining oppofed the motion,
Mr. Sedgwick fupported it.
The vote being taken. the motion was loft,—
The amendments were then agieed to.
In Committee of the whole on'the funding bill,

9th Section under confideration.

This appropriates fo much of the revenue from

as may be neceflary to pay

Mr. Gerry obferved, thatthe provifion for the

Hemoved an
He obferved

greater degree, than

It was obferved by fome gentlemen, that the

The motion being put, was negatived.
Mr. Boudinot then moved that the claufe fhould

Mr. Sherman movep an amendment to this a-

the year 1791, to non fub-
Thefe motions, after a fhort difcuffion,

Mr. Heifter moved an amendment refpecting
This was objected to as eftablith.

fand for paying the intereft to
which is giving

Some debare en-
on being put was

fluce went irrccoverably into the hands of foreigners by their be-

negatived,

Section 12, refpecis the appointment of com.

miflioners in the feverzl States. 7

" Mr. Steele moved that the fection fhould be 2.

mended, by adding the words—to refi

This motion was loft. v
r. Williamfon moved, that the claufe which
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empowers the Secretary of the Treafary ro ap-
Poi‘l,lt the requifice number of Ckrka&oo_uh,cme
miflioner thould be ftruck our. This was car.

ried in the affirmative.
The committee went through ‘the bill; a5

amendments. Atthe end of the twelfth feciioy,

Mr. Gerry faid, he rofe to make a motion, whick
was to inferta claufe for the affumptionof the St
debts.  Sir, (faid he) when this queftion was be.
fore under confideration,a gentleman from Vi
ginia urged a variety of arguments a a;‘u it, bt
as he did not come forward wich his afsi?!qﬁg

.

opportunity of replying ro them. Sir, is 2
m;::l:::s a peyared t_.l;a"n;xgmb‘er of endqfﬁ )
u'n'ﬂ)ulifcd, and to require not on. Y inve! 1
bt cont x‘:fi&li“&iolk ~ Since that time the hoaf
called for documents from the Secretai
Treafury, froul the Secretar at War, and
Commiifioners for fersling the public accol
It is reafonable o fuppofechas the Tgumcni P
affinption would derive new force from thefe pa.
| pers, if any addirional’ force was wanting. |
 far as concerns myfelf, ho we‘vcr‘.lr'wi'ﬂz not

ter into a difcuflion of the individual - exe ;
 of the Srates, if it can poffibly be avoided.” Inmy
view, every ftare has obrained an aniple fhare of

| to be fatisfied —noris itmy with to veflect | more
Hounoron one State thananocher. « This, however
he thonght might probably bethe effect of an jne
veltigation of the papers, although he hog:_d
neceffity of fuch an inveftigation would
vented by an acquiefcence of the commirree

founded upon principles of conciliation. ~Shoyld'
irbe atiended with fuch confequences as thefe, it
would indeed be a happy circomitance—and in
that expectation he begged leave to fubmit it to’
the confidgration of the committee. s
Itis not at all my with, however, (continued
Mr. Gerry) that the committee fhould decide

haftilyon my propofition—it fhall be moved, and’
then lay on the rable to afford dg'ent]emen an op-
portunity of examining it, an

minds thereupon. :

tion : EOFINAS

AND WHEREAS a provificn for the debts. of the refpe@is :

derly, conomiral and efficiens er-angement of @ic
ces ; would tend to an equal diftribution of Boith
citizens of the feveral Rates’; would promate more ihfc.
10 the different claffes of public creditors ; and would ferveto give:
additiopal.ftability to public credit : C L
having been effentially contraéted in the profecution of &i‘ﬂ_’ﬂi‘.
war, 1¢is juft that fuch provifion fhould be made. = = 3

Be it therefore further enafied, That aloanbe alfo propofedto the

the fame terins, and with the fame optionsto the lubferibers, as in,
of ‘the United States, {ubje@ to the exceptions and qualifications.
hereafter declared. GIA Sl ol
{ - Andbe it further enadled, That the fums which fhall be fubfcribed
to the faid loan, fhall be payabie in the principaland intercit of the
certificates, which, prior to the day of 2 4 it, were
Tued by the relpetive ftates, as acknowledgments or evidences of
debt by them refpectively owing ; and which fhall appear by oa
or io regard to a known Quaker, by affirmation, to have been the,
property of an i’ndividual,orindivi({uals. or body politic, other
than a ftate, on the faid day of Lift. | Provided,
That no greater fam fhallbe received, in the certificates of any
fate, than as follows, that is to fay, s

In thofe of New-Hampthire, X

In thofe of Maffachufetts, X - P}

In thofe of Coonetticut, : <

In thofe of New-York, P44

In thofe of New- erfey, :

In thofe of Penn ylvaaia, Jak ) 1,

Inth.fe of Dclaware, [y

In thofe of Maryland,

Inthofe of Virginia,

Inthufe of North-Carolina,

Inthofe of South-Carolina, 4

In thofe of Georgia, : ‘
And provided, That no fuch certificate (hall be received, which,
from the tenor thereof or from any public record, 28 or docu-
ment, thall appear, of can be afcertained to have been iffued for '
any purpofe other than compenfations and expendatures for fer-
vices or fupplies towards the profecution of the late war, and the -
:_icfcncc of the United States, or of fome part thereof duging the,
ame, - x
And be it further enafled, That the intereft upon the certificates
which fhall be received in payment of the fumsfubferibed towards
the faid loan, fhall be computed to the laft day of the year 1791,
inclufively, and that the intereft upon the ftock which fhall be
created by virtue of the faid loan, fhall commence or begin to ac-
crue upou the firft day of the year 1792, and fhallbe payable quar-
ter yearly at the fame times," and in like manner as the intereft
on the ftock to be created by virtue of the faid loan in the domef~
tic debt of the United States, Provided, always, that the interelt.
on one third of the refpeive fums which may be {ubfcribed ac-
cording to the laft of the three options or alternatives upon which
{ubfcriptions may be made as a&rcfaid, {hall commence or begin
to accrue until the firft day of the year 1790. / )

Andbeit further enalled, that if tz: whole of the {um allowed to

be fubfcribed in the debt or certificates of any ftate as aforefaid,
fhall not be fubferibed within the time for that purpofe limited,
fuc!l ftate (hall be entitled to receive, and fhall receive from the
United States, at the rate of four per centum per annumm, gpon fo
much of the faid fum, as fhall not have been fo fubfcribed, in truft
for the non fubferibing creditors of fuch Rate, to be paid in like
manner as the intereft on the ftock which may be created by vir-
tue of the faid loan, .nd to continue until there fhall be a fettlement
of accounts between the United States and the individual flates,

and in cafe abalance fhall then a pear inffavor of fuch ftate, until
provifion’ thall be made for the (End balance,.

till near the time of adjournment, there wasno

¥

faras the 12th fection, -and made feveral final]

~honor, in the public canfe; wirh which they ouglit ' 3

the'
b
na

motion which he would make, and which was =

e e O
Mr. Gerry then read the following'atﬂxbf
(gd oo

flace;, by the United States would be greatly conduciveto an o |

And whereas the faid debts,

amount of the {faid debts, and thar fubferiptions to thefaid loanbe: -
1eceived at the fame time and places,. by the fame g'g:fmu. upon.

refped to the loan above propofed, concerning the domeftic debe .
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