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DISCOURSES ON DAVIL A.
No. V.

O fureur de fe Jiftinguer, que ne pouvez vous point !

THE Iabour and anxiety, the enterprizes, and
adventures, that are voluntarily underta-
taken in purfuit of gain, are out of all propor-
tion to the utility, convenience or pleafure of
riches. A competence to fatisfy the wantsof na-
ture, food and cloaths, a thelter fromthe feafons,
and the comforts of a family, may be had for
very little.  The daily toil of the million, and
of millions of millions, is adequate to a complete
fopply of thefe neceflities and conveniencies.
With fuch accommodations thus obtained, the
appetite is keener, the digeftion more eafy and
perfect, and repofe is more refrething, than a-
mong the moft abundant fuperfluities and the
rarelt luxuries. For what reafon then, are any
mortals averfe to the fituation of the farmer,
mechanic or laborer ? Why do we temptthe feas,
and encompafs the globe " Why do any men af-
front heaven and earth, to accumulate wealth,
which will forever be ufelefs to them ? Why do
we make an oftentatious difplay of riches ? Why
fhould any man be proud of his purfe, houfes,
lands, or gardens? orin better words, why fhould
the rich man glory in his riches ? What connec-
tion can there be, between wealth and pride ?
The anfwer to all thefe queftions is, becanfe rich-

fideration and congratu-
Jations of mankind; it is not becaufe the rich have
really more of eafe or pleafure than the poor.
Riches force the opinion on a man that he is the
object of the congratulations of others ; and he

feels thar they attract the complaifance of the

public. His fenfes all inform him that his neigh-
bors have a natural difpofition to harmonize with
all thofe pleafing emotions, and agreeable fenfa-
tions, which the elegant accommoﬁarions around
him are fuppofed to excite.

His imagination expands, and his heart dilates
atthefe charming illafions : and his attachment
to his pofleffions increafes, as faft as his defire to
accumulate more : not forthe purpofes of bene-
ficence or utility, but from the defire of illuftra-
tion.

Why, on the other hand, fhould any man be
athamed to make known his poverty ? Why fhould
thofe who have been rich, or educated in the
houfes of the rich, entertain fuch an averfion, or
beagitated with fuch terror,atthe profpect of lof-
ingtheir property ! Or of being reduced to live
at an humbler table ? In a meaner houfe ! To
walk inftead of riding ? Or to ride without their
accuftomed equipage or retinne ! Why do we
hear of madnefs, melancholy and fuicides, upon
bankruptcy, lofs of fhips, or any other fadden
fall from opulence to indigence, or mediocrity ?
Afk your reafon, what difgrace there can be in
poverty ! What moral fentiment of approbation,
praife or honor, can there be in a palace ? What
difhonor in a cottage ? What glory in a coach,
what thame ina waggon ? Is not the fenfe of pro-
priety, andthe fenfe of merit as much connect-
ed-with an empty purfe as a full one ! May not
a man be as eftimable, amiable and refpectable,
attended by his faicthful dog, as if preceded and
followed by a train of horfes and fervants? All
thefe queftions mmay be very wife; and the ftoical
philofophy has her anfwers ready. But if you
alk the fame queftions of narure, experience,
and mankind, the anfwers will be directly op-
pofite to thofe of Epictetus, viz. that there is
more refpectability in the eyes of the greater part
of mankind, in the gaudy trappings of wealth,
than there'isin genius or learning, wifdom or
virtve. =

The poor man’s confcience isclear ; yet he is a-
thamed. - His characier is irreproachable, yethe
is neglecied and defpifed. He feels himfelf out
of the fight of orhers groping in the dark. Man-
kind take nonotice of him : he rambles and wan-
ders unheeded. - In the midft of a croud, at
church, in themarket, at a play, at an execution,
or coronation, he is in as much obfcurity, as he
would be in a garvet or a cellar. He is not dif-
approved, cenfured er reproached : he is only
not feen. This total inattention is to him, mor.
tifying, painful and cruel. He fufiers a mifery
from this confideration, which is fharpened by
the confcioufnefs thar others have no tellow feel-
ing with him in this diftrefs. If you follow thefe

serfons however into their feenes of life, you
will find thar there isakind of figure which the
meaneil of them all, endeavors to make ; a kind
of little grandeur-and refpect, whichthe moft in-
fignificant, ftudy and labour to procure, in the
fmall circle of their acquaintances. Not only the
pooreft mechanic, but the man who lives upon
common charity, nay the commonbeggars in the
ftreets ; andnot only thofe who may be all inno-
cent, but even thofe who have abandoned them-
felves to common infamy as pirates, highway-

‘men and commonthieves, courta fet of admirers,

and plume themfelves on that fuperiority, which
they have, or fancy they. have, over fome others.
There muft be one indeed who is the laft and low-
eft of the human fpecies. But there is no rifque
in aflerting that there is no one, who believes
and will acknowledge himfelf to be the man.—
To be wholly overlooked, and toknow it, arein-
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tolerable. Inftances of this are not uncominon.
When a wretch could nolongerattract the notice
of a man, woman or child, he muft be refpecta-
ble inthe eyes of his dog. ¢ Who will love me
then ?”’ was the pathetic reply of one,who {tarv-
ed himfelf to feenfhis matftiff, to a charitable paf-
fenger who advifed him to killor fell the animal.
In this ¢ who will love me then,”” there is a key
to the human heart ; o the hiftory of human
life and manners ; and to the rifeand fall of Em-
pires. To feel ourfelves unheeded, chills the
moft pleafing hope ; damps the moft fond defire;
checks the moft agreeable with ; difappoints the
moft ardent expectations of human narure.

Is there in {cience and letters, a reward for the
labor they require ! Scholars learn the.dead lan-
guages of antiquity, as well as the living tongues
of modern nations. Thofe of the eaft as well as
the weft.—They puzzle themfelves and others
with metaphyfics and mathematics. They re-
nounce their pleajures, nc%leé“t their exercifes,
and deftroy their health ; for what? Is curiofiry
fo ftrong ! Is the pleafure that accompanies the
purfuit aud acquifition of knowledge fo exquilfite ?
If Crufoe, on his ifland, had the library of Alex-
andria, and a certainty that he fhould never a-
gain fee the face ef man, would he ever opén a
volume ? Perhaps he might: but it is very pro-
bable he would read but little. A fenfe of duty ;
a love of truth ; a defire to alleviate the anxie-
ties of ignorance, may, no doubt, have an influ-
ence on fome minds. But the univerfal object
and idol of men of letters is reputation. It is the
notoriety, the celebration, which conftitutes the
charm, which is to compenfate the lofs of appe-
tite and fleep, and fometimes of riches and ho-
nors.

The fame ardentdefire of the congratulations of
others in our joys, is the great incentive to the
purfuit of honors. This might be exemplified in
the career of civil and political life. That we
may not be too tedious let us inftancein military
glory. 1Is it to be fuppofed that the reguiar
ftanding armies of Europe, engage in the fer-
vice, from pure motives of patriotifm ? Are their
officers men of contemplation and devotion, who
expect their reward in a future life ! Isit, from
afenfe ofmoral, or religious daty,that they rifque
theirlives, and reconcile themfelves to wounds ?
———Inftances of all thefe kinds may be
found.—But if any one fuppofes that all or the
greater part of thefe heroes, are actuated by
fuch principles, he will only prove that he is
unacquainted wich them. Can their pay be con-
fidered as an adequate encouragement ? This,
which is no more, than a very fimple and mode-
rate {ubfiftence, would never be a tempration to
renounce the chances of fortune in other pur-
fuits together with- the pleafures of domeéitic
life, and fubmit to this moft difficult and dange-
rous employment. No, it is the confideration
and the chances of laurels, which they acquire by
the fervice.

The foldier compares himfelf with his fellows,
and contends for promotion to be a Corporal :
the Corporals vie with each otherto be Serjeants:
the Serjeants will mount breaches to be Enfigns :
and thus every man in an army is conftantly af-
piriug to be fomething higher, as every citizen
in the commonwealth is conftantly ﬁruggling for
a better rank, that he may draw the obferva-
tion of more eyes.

LONDON. :

The purchafe of Mr. Hafting’s Town-houfe
was not quite 1o,ccol. but the furniture is coft.
ly in the extreme ; and there are fuits for the
different feafons. The beds prepared for cafual
fummer vifits to the metropolis are of the fineft
book muflin, exquifitely wrought, and lined with
India diaper, dyed of various colours, and of a
peculiarly beautiful texture ; and one fet of
chairs in particular, which are of carved ivory,
coft 300l. each chair, in India.

DISINTERESTED GENEROSITY.

WHEN METasTasio’s circumftances were
far from affluent, and he was only known at
Vienna, as a writer for the opera, under Apof-
toloand Zeno, a perfon with whom he had con-
tracted a great intimacy, left him at his death
r5000l. fterling. ~ But Metaftafio hearing that
his friend had relations at Bologna, went thither
in fearch of them ; and having found fuch as he
thought beft entitled to theé— pofieflions, told
them, that though the deceafed had bequeathed
to him his whole fortune, he could fuppofe it to
be no otherways than in truft, till he fhould find
out the moftdeferving of his kindred, in order
to divide it equally among them, which he im-
mediately did, without the leaft referve in hjs
own favor.

: SHAKESPE ARE.

Tothe very many editions of our immortal
bard, one is in agitation by the BLue-stocking
C1us, which confifts of many of the firft rate male
and female geniufles, to be entitled, ¢“ The Ladies
Shake[peare.” The plan of this edition s to bea
familiar criticifm on the {enfibilities, vather than
the language or learning of the author—Some-
what in the ftile of Appison’s critique on Mr1.-
ToN—to be ufeful to all who have any relith for
the poet, or moral writer,

e T

THE DEBTOR. (By 8ir Job Mosre.)

CHILDREN of Afiluence! hear a poor man’s prayer,
O hafte, and free me from this dungeou’s gloom ;
Let not the hand of comfortlefs defpair,

Sink my grey hairs with {orrow to the tomb !
Unus’d Compaffion’s tribute to demand,

With clamorous din wake charity’s dull ear,
Wring the flow aid from Pity’s loitering hand,

Weave the feign’d tale, or drop the ready tear,

Far different thoughts employ’d my early hours,

To views of blifs, to fcenes of affluence born,
The hand of Pleafure ftrew’d my path with flowers,
" And cvery blefling hail’d my youthful morn,

But ah ! how quick the change ! the morning gleam,
That chear’d my fancy with her magic ray,

Fled like the garifth pageant of a dream,
And forrow clos’d the evening of my day.

Such is the lot of human blifs below,

And hope a while the trembling flow’ret rears,
*Till unforefeen defcends the blight of woe,

Aud withers in an hour the pride of years.

In evil hour, to {pecious wiles a prey,

I trufted—(whom from faults 1s always free ?)
And the fhort progre(s of one fatal day,

Was all the fpace twixt wealth and poverty.

Where could I feek for comfort or for aid ?

To whom the ruins of my ftate commend ?
Left to"myfelf, abandon’d and betray’d,

Too late I found the wretched have no friend !

E’en he, amid the reft, the favour’d youth,
Whole vows had met thetendereft warm return,
Forgot his oaths of conftancy and truth,
And left my child in folitude to mourn.

Pity in vain ftretch’d forth her feeble hand,
To guard the facred wreaths by Hymen wove,
While pale-eyed Avarice from his fordid ftand,
Scowl’d o’cr the ruins of negleéted love.

Though deeply hurt, yet, fwayed by decent pride,
She hufh’d her forrows with becoming art,

And faintly ftrove, with fickly fmiles, to hide
The canzcr-worm that prey’d upon her heart.

Nor blam ’d his cruelty— nor wifh'd to hate
Whom once fhe lov’d—but pitied and forgave,
Then unrepining yiclded to her fate,
And funk in filent anguifh to the grave.

Children of affluence! hear a poor man’s prayer,
O hafle, and free me from this dungeon’s gloom
Let not the hand of comfortlefs defpair,
Sink my grey hairs with forrow to the tomb !

THE UNITED STATES.

5 ’TIS but the morning of the world with us,
And Science yet but fheds her orient rays—
I fee the age, the happy age, roll on—
Bright with the fplendours of her mid-day beams"— !
Thoe beams of virtue, honor, knowledge, truth,
That fcarter’d thro’ long periods, have illum’d
The happicftdays of Empires, now no more,
Shall meet, and mingle in one glorious blaze— ",
And fhew the world to what fupernal heights—.
Peace,Laws, and FrReEEDOM can exalt mankind !
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ADVERTISEMFNT.

Y order of the honorable  John Slofs Hobart Efquire, oneof

the Juftices of the Supreme Court of Judicatnze of the Stue
of New-York. Notice is hereby given to Paul Deyre »NOW oF
late of Long Ifland, Efquire, an a fconding debtsr, and to all
others whom it ma(y concern; that upon application and due
proof, made to the faid Juftice, purfuant to an a of the hgiﬁ:- !
ture, entitled ‘¢ an aét for relicf againft abfconding and abfent
debtors,” pafled the fourth day of April, 1786, by a creditor of
the faid Paul Deyrell, he the faid Juftice has dire@ed all his the -
faid Paul Deyreil’s Eftate, real and perfonal, within this State, to
be feized ; and that unlefls he fhall difcharge his debts within three
months after the publication of this notice ; all his Eftate real and
perfonal will be fold for the payment and fatisfation of his cre-
ditors. Dated at the city of New-York, the twenty-feventh day
of March, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred
and nioety,  March 31. 1awgm.

William Taylor,
Has’ for Sale, at his EAST-INDIA” GOODS STORE,
No. 3, QUEEN-STrEET,

AGencral Aflortment of EAST-INDIA GOODS,

Among which are the following Articles :
BOOK Muflins 8-4 6-4 5-4 || HUMHUMS,

Jackonet do, il Long Cloths,
Hankerchiefs,of various kinds,|| Caffas,
Chintzes, || Seerfuckers,
Ginghams, || Boglapores.

A Variety of handfome painted MUSLINS.
With many other Articles, which will be {old by the Pieceer
Package, low for cafh.

A Morning School is opened,

by the Subfcriber, for Youne Lapies, at Harmony Hall, ad-
Joining the Baptifls burying ground, in Gold Street. Hours of
attendance are from 6 till 8.—For further particulars, pleafe to en-
quire of the Public’s Obedient Servant, GAD ELY.

N. B. The Young Ladies School which has been kept at No.
219 Queen-Strect, is removed to the above place.
New-York, May 8, 1790. !

James F. Sebor, and Co.

Have removed from No. 59,to No. 187, Water-Street, near the
Fly-Market,

WHERE they negociate all kinds of PUBLICK

SECURITIES—BILLS OF EXCHANGE. &c, asufual.
New-York, April 8, 1790. stf,

Mofes Rogers, and Co.

l l AVE removed their STORE to the New Building, corner
of Golden-Hill and Queen-Street, frontin Burling Slip.
” 8
New-York, May 5, 17g0.

CASH, and a generous price given for Conti-
nental, New-Hampthire, Maffachufetts, and Rhode-Ifland
fecuritics, of every denomination, by
EBENEZER THAYER, jun. No. 59, Water-Stres.
New-York, April 17, 17go.

(& THE MaiL Divicence for Philadelphia leaves the Ferry-
Stairs at Nny-)'orﬁ,_/brty minutes after Seven every Morning, excepl
Sunday.” Dines at Brunfwick, and reaches Trentor before dar.
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