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LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES.
g PUBLISHED

By Auttoriy

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES :

AT THE SECOND SESSION, .

Begun and held at the city of New York, on Monday the fourth
of January, one thoufand feven hundred and ninety.

An ACT for the PunisuMENT of certain CRIMES
againft the United States.

BE it enatled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the U-
nited States of America in Congrefs aflembled, That if any perfon

or perfons, owing allegiance tothe United States of America, {hall
levy war'againft them, or thall adhere to their enemies, givin
them aid and comfort within the United States or elfewhere, an
thall be thereof convifted, on confcflion in open court, or on the
teftimony of two witnefles to the fame overt a& of the treafon
whereof he or they fhall ftand indi&cd, fuch perfon or perfons

- fhall be adjudged ‘guilty of treafon againft the United States, and

fhall fuffer dcath. :

And be it ‘enafled, That if any perfons or perfons, having
knowledge of the commiffion of any of the treafonsaforefaid thall
conceal, and not as foon as may be difclofe and make known the
fame to the Prefident of the United States, or fome one of the

udges thereof, or to the Prefident or Governor of a particular

tate, or fome one of the judges or juftices thereof, fuch perfon or
perfons on convition fhall be adjudged guilty of mifprifon of
treafon, and fhall be imprifoned not exceeding feven years, and
fined not exceeding one thoufand dollars.

And be'it enalled, That if any perfon or perfons fhall, within any
fort, arfenal, dock-yard, magazine, or in 20y other place or dii-
triét of country.under the fole and exclufive juri{di¢tion of the
United States, commit the crime of wilful murder, fuch perfon

« or pérfons on beinyg thereof convifted fhall fuffer death,

And be it aljo enatled, That the court before whom any perfon
fhall be conviéted of the crime of murder, for which he or fhe
fhall befentenced to {uffer death, may at their djferetion, add to

“the judgment, that the body of fuch offender fhall be dehvered to
a furgeon for diffe@ion ; and the marfhal who is to caufe fuch fen-
tence to be executed, fhall accorcingly deliver the body of fuch
offender, after execution done, to fuch furgeon as the court fhall
direét, for the purpofe aforefaid : Provided, that {uch furgeon, or
fome other perfon by him appointed for the purpofe, fhall attend
to receive and takeawaythe dead body at the time of the execution
of {uch offender.

And be it further enafled, That if any perfon or perfons fhall, af-
ter fuch execution had, by force refcue or attempt to refcue the
body of fuch offender out of the cuftody of the marfhal or his of-

« ficers, during the conveyance of fuch body to any place for diffec-
tion as aforefaid ; or lhafl by force refcue or attempt to refcue fuch

- body from the houfe of any furgeon, where the fame fhall have

been depofited in purfuance of thisaét ; every perfon fo offending,
fhall be liable toa fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, and
an imprifonment not exceeding twelve months, g

And be it enalted, That if any perfon or perfons having know-

* ledge of the a€tual commiffion of the crime of wilful murder or
other felony, upon the high feas, or within any fort, arfenal, dock-

- yard, magazine, or other place or diftri€ of country, under the
- fole and exclufive jurifdiétion of the United States, {hall conceal,

. and not as foon as may be difclofe and make known the fame to
fome one of the Judges or other perfons in civil or military au-
thority under the United States, on conviétion thereof, fuch” per-
fon or perfons fhall be adjudged guilty of mifprifon of felony,
and fhall be imprifoned not exceeding thiee years, and fined not
exceeding five hundred dollars. :

And be it enafled, That if any perfon or perfons fhall within any
“fort, arfenal, dockyard, magazine, or other place or diftri& of

country, uuder the fole anfcxcluﬁve jurifdiétion ot the Uuited
Statcs, commit the crime of manflaughter, and fhall be thereot
convited, fuch perfon or perfons fhall be imprifoned not exceed-
ing three years, and fined not exceeding one thoufand dollars.

And be it emaéled, That if any perfon or perfons fhall commit
upou the high feas, or in any river, haven, bafon or bay, out of
the jurifdi&ion of any particular State, murder or robbery, or any
‘other offence which if committed within the body of a county,
‘would by the laws of the United States be punifhable with death ;
or if any captain or mariner of any fhip or other veflel, fhall pi-
ratically and felonioufly run away with fuch fhip or veflcl, or any
?ood: or merchandize to the value of fifty dollars, or yield up

uch fhip or veffel voluntarily to any pirate ; or if any fcaman fh.1!
lay violent hands upon his commander, thereby to hinder and pre-
Veat his fighting in defence of his thip or goods committed to his
truft, or fhall make a revolt in the fhip—every fuch offender fhall
be deemed, taken and adjudged to be a pirate and telon, and be-
1ng thereof conviéted, fhall fuffer death.” And the trial of crimes
committed on the high feas, or in any place out of the juri{diétion
of any particular flate, fhall be in the diftri& where the offender is
apprehended, or into which he may firft be brought.

And be it enafled, Thot if any citizen fhall commit any piracy or
10bbery aforefaid, or any at of hoftility againft the United States,
or any citizen thereof, upon the high fea, under color of any com-
miflion from any forcign prince or Rate, or on pretence of authori-
€y from any perfon, fuch offender fhall, notwithflanding the pre-
tence of any fuch authority, be deemed, adjudged and taken to be
a pirate felon and robber, and on bemng thereof convicted fhall fuf-
fer death, i

. 4And be it cnafled, That every perfon who fhall, either upon the
land or feas, knowingly and wittingly aid and aflift, procure, com-
mand, counfel or advife any perfon or perfons to do or commit
Ry murder or robbery, or other piracy aforefaid, upon the feas,
which fhall; affet the lifeof fuch perfon, and fuch perfon or per-
fons fhall thereupon do or commit any fuch Piucy or robbery,
then all and every fuch perfon fo-as aforefaid aiding, aflifting, pro-
curing, commanding, counfelling or ad-ifing the fame, cither upon
the land or the fea, thall be, and theyare hereby declared; deemed
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and adjudged to be acceflary toTuch piracics before the fa&, and
every {uch perfon being thereof tonvi {hall fuffer death.

And beit enafled, That after any murder, felony, robbery, or
other piracy whatfoever aforefaid, is or fhall be committed by any
pirate or robber, every perfon who ‘knowing that fuch pirate or

robber bas done or committed awy fuch piracy or robbery, fhallon -|

the land or at fea receive; enterain or conceal any fach pirate or
robber, or receive or take into his cuftody any fhip, veflel, goods,
or chattels, which have been by #ny luch pirate or vobber piratical-
ly and felonioufly taken, thallbe ‘3ud are hkicbydcclaud‘dccmt&
and adjudged to be accefliry to = ‘Yiracy or robbery, after the
falt ; and on convittion theyeos, Tk vhe imprifaned not exceed-
ing threeyears, and %acd not dxco i e E-drcl dolties, 4

And be it enaéled, That 4f any {¢amen or.other perfon fhall'’com-
mit man-flaughter upon the high' feas, or confederate, or attcm*l
or endeavor to corrupt any commander, mafler, officer or mari-
ner, to yield up or to run away with any fhip or veflel, or with
any goods, wares, or merchandize, or to turn pirate, orto
overto or confederate with pirates, orin any wife trade with any
pirateknowing him to be fuch,ro fhall furtifh fuch pirate with amy
ammunition,ftores or provifions of any Kiad,or fhall fitout auy vel-
fel knowingly and witha defignto trade with or fupply or cor-
refpond with an({l pirate or robberupon the feas; orif any per-
fon or perfons fhall any ways confult, combine, confederase or
correfpond with any pirate or robber on the feas, knowing him
to be guilty of any fuch piracy or robbery ; or if any feaman (hall
confine the maiter of any fhip or other veflel, or cndeavor to make
a revolt in fuch fhip;—fuch perfon or perfons fo offend-
ing, and ‘being thercof convitted, f(hall be imprifoned not
exceeding three years, and fined wot exceeding onc thoufand
dollars,

And be it enafled, That if any perfon or perfons, within any of
the places, upon the land under the fole and exclufive jurifdiétion
of the United States, or upon the high feas, in any velfel belong-
ing to the United States, or to any citizen or citizens thereof, on
purpofe and of malice aforethought, fhall unlawfully cut of the
€ar or ears, or cut out or difable the tongue, puat out an cye, flie
the nofe, cut off the nofe or a lip, or cnt off or difablc any limb
or member of any perfon, with intention in fo doing to maim or
disfigure fuch perfon in any of the manners beforementioned, then
and 1n every fuch cale the perfon or perfons fo offending, their
counfellors, aidersand abettors (knowing of and privy to the of-
fence aforefaid) fhall on convi&ion, be imprifoned not exceeding
feven years, and fined not excceding one thoufand dollars,

And be it enalled, That il any perfon or perfons fhall falfely make,
alter, forge, or counterfeit, or caufe or procure to be falfely made,
altered, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aét or aflift in the
falle making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting any certificate,
indent, or othcrﬂpublic fecurity of the ‘United States, or fhall ut-
ter, put off, orofter, or caule to be uttered, put off, or offered in
payment or for fale any fuch falfc, forged, alteredor counterfeited
certificates, indent or other public fecunty,with intention to defraud
any perfon, knowiug the fame to be falle, altered, forged, or
counterfeited, and fhall be thercof convifted, every fuch perfon *
thall fuffer death, " 5 :

And be it enafled, That if any perfon thall felonioufly feal, take
away, alter, falfity, or otherwile avoid any record, writ, procefs,
or other proceedings inany of the ceurts of the United States, by
means whercof any judgment fhall be reverfed made void, or not
take cffeét, or if any perfon fhall acknowledge or procure to be
acknowledged in any of the courts aforefaid, ‘any recoguizance,
bail or judgment, in the name'or hames of any other perfon or
perfons not privy or confenting to the fame, every fuch perfon or
perfons on conviftion thercof, fhall be fined not exceeding five
thoufand dollars, or be imprifoned not cxceeding feven years, and
whipped not exceeding thirty-nine ftripes.  Provided neverthelefs,
That this a& fhall not extend to the acknowledgement of any
Judgment or judgments by any attorney or attorneys, duly ad-
mitted for any perfon or perfons againft whom any fuch judg-
ment or judgments {hall be had or given.

And beit enalled, That if any perfon within any of the places
under the fole and exclufive jurifdiétion of the Uniied States, or
upon the high feas, fhall take and carry away, with an intent to
fteal or purloin the perfonal goods of another ; or if any perfon or
perfons, having at any time hereafter the charge o1 cuftody of any
arms, ordnance, munition, fhot, powder, or habiliments of war
belonging to the United States, or of any vi€tuals provided for the
vi€tualing of any foldiers, gunnefs, marines or pioneers, fhall for
any lucre or gain, or wittingly, advifedly, and of purpofec to hin-
der or impede the fervice of the United States, embezzle, pur-
loin or convey away any of the {aid arms,o1 dnance,munition, (hot
or powder, habiliments of war, or vi€tuals, that then and in eve-
ry of the cafesaforefaid, the perfon or perfons fo offending, their
counfellors, a‘ders and abettors (knowing of and privy to the of-
fences aforefaid) fhall on convi€tion be fined not exceeding the
fourfold value of the property fo ftolen, embezzled or purloined ;
the one moiety to be paid to the ownir of the goods, or the United
States, as the cafe may be, and the other moicty to the informer
and profecutor, and be publicly whipped, not exceeding thirty-
nine ftripes. .

Andbe it further enalled, Thatif any perfon or perfons within
any part of the jurifdiétion of the United States as afor}:faid, fhall
feceive or buy any goods or chattels that fhall be felonioufly taken
or ftolen from any other perfon, knowingthe fame to be flolen,
or fhall receive, harbor or conceal any felons or thieves, know-
ing them to be fo, he orthey being of cither of the faid offences
legally conviéted, fhall be liable to the like punifhments as in the:
cafe of larceny before are prefcribed. ‘

And be it enalled, That if any perfon fhall willfully and cor-
ruptly commit perjury, or {hall by any means procure any perfon
to commit corrupt and wilful perjury, on his or her oath or af-
firmarion in any fuit, controverfy, matter or caufe derpgndmg in
any of the courts of the United States, or in any depofition taken.
purfuant to the laws of the United States, every perfon fo offend-
ing, and being thereof convited, fhall be imprifoned not exceed-
ing three years, and fined not exceeding eight hundred dollars ;
and fhall ftand in the pillory for one hour, and be thereafter ren-
dered incapable of giving teftimony in any of the courts of the U-
nited States, until fuch time as the judgment fo given againft the ‘
{aid offender fhall be reverfed.

‘And be it enalled, That in cvery prefentment or indiftment to
be profecuted againft any perfon for wilful and corrupt perjury, it
(hall be fufficient to fet gorth the fubftance of the offence charged
upon the defendant, and by what court, or before whom the oath
or affirmation was taken (averring fuch court, or perfon or per-
{ons to have a competent authority to adminifter the fame) toge-
ther with the proper averment or averments to falfify the matter
or matters wherein the perjury or perjuriesis or are affigned ; with-
out fetting forth the bill, anfwer, informnior'n, indi ment, de-
claration, or any part of any record or proceeding, either in law
or equity other than as aforefaid, and withont fetting forth the

And be'it further enaed, That in every prefin‘ment or indiét=
ment for {uboruation ot perjury, or forcomupt bargaining or
contrating with others to comnmit wilful and corrupt perjury, it
fhall be fufficient to fet farth the fubftance of the offence charged
upon the defendant, without fatting forth the bill, anfwer, infor-
‘mation, indi&tment, declaration, or any pait of any recordior pro-
cccding, ci[hur.in law or equityy aud ‘without fetting forth the

‘commillion or duthority of the court, or perfon or perfons before

whom the perjury was commiteed, - or was agreed or promifed to
be committed.” ; :

_And be it enafled, That if any perfon (hall,dirc&l{or indivetly,
give any fum or fums of meéney, ‘6r any other bribe, prefent or

reward, orany promife, coutratt, obligation or fecurity, for the

payment or delivery of any mouney, prefent or rewdrd, or any o-
ther thing to obtain or procure the opinion, judgment or decree
of any judge or judges of the United States, inauy {uit,controverfy,
matter or caufe depending before him or them, and thall be there -
of conviéted, fuch perfon or perfons fo giving, promifing, con-
traéting or fecuring to be given, paid or delivered, “unt fum or
fums. af'mouey, prelcot; reward or other bribe as aforefaid, and
the judge or judges who thall i any wile accept or receive the
fame, on coavi€tion thereof fhall be fined and imprifoned at the
diferetion of the court ; and fhall foréver be difqualified to hgld
any office of honor, trufl or profit under the United States,
_Andbe it énathrd, Thatif any perfon or perfons, fhill: kaow-
ingly and wilfully ebftru&, refift or oppofe any officer of the
United States, in ferving or attemipting to ferve or exccute any
mefne procefs, or warrant, or any rule or order of any of the
courts of the United States br_any other legal or - judicial Writ>or
'procels whatloever, ‘or thall afault, beat or wound auy officer, or
other perfon duly authérized, in'feiving or execuling any writ,
rule, order, procefs or warrant aforefaid, every perfon fo know-
ingly or willtully offending w the premifes, fhall, on: convi€tion
thereof, be imprifoned not exceeding twelve moaths, and fined
not exceeding three hundred doll irs.

Aud be it further enalled, That ifan perfon or perfons, fhall by
force fet acliberty,-or relcue any perfon who Hall bé fourd guiley
oftrealon, murden,,or any other capital crime; or refcucany per-
fon couvicted of any of the faid crimes, going to execution, or
during execution, ‘every perfon fo offending, and being thereof
convitted, fhall fuffer death: Andif any perfon fhall by force fet
at liberty, or refcuéany perfon who before cotivi@tion fhall ftand
¢ommitted for any of the eapital offences aforefaid ; or ifany per-
fon or perfons fhall by force fet at liberty, or refcue .any perfon
committed for or convited of any other offence againt the United
States, cvery perfon fo offending, fhall, on conviftion, be f-ed
not exceeding fiye hundred dollars, and imprifoned not exceed-
Ing one year. -

Provided always and be it ‘enadledy That no conviétion or judg-
ment for any of}xhc offences aforefaid, fhall work corruption of
blood, or any forfeiture of eflate,

- nd be it enaéled, That'if any writ or procefs fhall at any time
hereafter be fued forth or profecuted by any perfon or ptrfons,1a
any ol the courts of the United States, or-in any of the courts of a
particular State, or by any judge or jultice therein refpeétively,
whereby the perfon of any ambaflador or other public minifter of
any foreign prince or State, authorized and recéived as fuch hy the
Prefident of the United States, or any domeftic or domeftic {er-
vant of any fuch ambaflador or other public minifter, may be ar-
refted or imprifoned, or his or their goods or chattels be diftrain-
ed, feized or attached, fuch writ or procefs (hall be deemed and
adjudged to be utterly null and void to all intents, conftruion
and purpofes whatfoever, ;

And be it enadled, That in cale any perfon or perfon fhall fue
forth or profecute any f{uch writ or procefs, fuch perfon or per-
Aons, and all attornies or folicitors profecuting or fuliciiingin fuch
cafe, and all officers executing any fuch writ or procefs, being
thereof conviéted, fhall be dcemcx violaters of the laws of na-
tions, and difturbers of the public repofe, and imprifoned not ex-
cecdimg three years, and fined at the difcretion of the court.

Provided neverthelefs, That no citizen or inhabitant ot the Uni-
ted States, who thall have contratted debts prior to his entering
into the fervice of any ambaflador or other public minifter, whicn
debts (hall be ftill due and unpaid, fhall have, take or r.ceve an'y
benefit of thisaét; nor fhall any perfon be proceeded againft by
virtue of this aét, for having arrcited or {ued any other domeftic
fervant of any ambaflador or other public minifter, unlefs the
name of fuch fervant be firft regiftered in the office of the Secre-
tary of State and by fuch Secretary tranfmitted to the Marfhal of
the diftri& in which Congrefs (hall refide, who fhall upon receipt
thercof aflix the fame in fome public place in his office, whereto
all perfons may refort and take copies without fee or reward,

And be it enatled, That it any perfon fhallviolate any fafe con-
du& or paflport duly obtained and iffucd under the authority of
the United States, or fhall affault, frike, wound, imprifon, or in
any other manner infra the law of nations, by offering violence
to the perfon of an ambafador or other public minifter, fuch per~
fou {o offending, on convi@tion fhall be imprifoned not exceeding
three vears, and fined atthe difcretion of the court.

_And be it enalled, That any perfon who fhall be accufed and in-
dl&cd'of treafon, fhall have a copy of the indi€tment, and a lift
of the jury and wituefles to be produced on the trial for provin,
the faid indi€tment, mentioning the names and places of abode o
fuch witnefles and jurors, delivered ufito him at leaft three entire
days before he fhall be tried for the fame; and in other capital of-
fences, fhall have fuch copy of the indictment and lift of the jure
two entire days at leaft before the trial: And that every perfon fo
accufed and indited for any of the crimes aforefaid, fhallalfo be
aliowed and admitted to make his full defence b counfel learned
in the liV{; aud the court before whom fuch perfon fhall be tried
or fome judge thereof, fhall, and they are hereby authorifed ud'
required immediately upon his requeft to affiento {u:h perfdn fuch
counfel, not exceeding two, asfuch perfon fhall defire, to whom
fuch counfel fhall have free accefs at all feafonable hours; and eve-
ry fuch perfon or perfons accufed or indicted of the crimes afore-
faid, fhall be allowed and admitted ia his faid defence to make
any proof that he or they can produce, by lawfal witnefs or wit.-

nefles,and fhall have the like procefs of the court where he or the
thall be tried, to compel his or their witnefles to appear at his or
their trial, as is ufually granted to compel witnefles to appear on
lhe‘}:;);cc.u}i_on ,’againﬁ them, :

¢ 1t further enafled, That ifany perfon or perfons be indi-
ed of trealon againft the United Statez, ‘:nd thall Pﬂeand mute oe’réel-
fufe to plead, or fhall challenge peremptorily sbove the number
of thirty-five of the jury; or if any perfon or perfons be indifted
of a_nxl o,thcr'of the offences herein before fet forth, for which the
punithment is declared to_be death, if he or they fhall alfo fand
mute or will not aufwer to the inditment, or challenge peremp-
torily above the number of twenty perfons of the jury; ‘the coure
n 2ny of the cafes aforefaid, fhall notwithftanding proceed to the

commiffion or authority of the court, or perfon or perfons before
whom the perjury was committed.

trial ot the perfon “or perfons fo ftanding mute or challenging, ag

if he or they had pleaded not guilty, and render judgmentthereom
accordingly,
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