funds in contemplation are in his report. If then we find the ar-
ticles he values will not produce the revenue, is it not better to let
the meafure reft until we {ee the means to accomplith it.  Ought
‘we not to be fatisfied of the provifion ? Gentlemen have argued
that we fhould fund firft, and look for the mecans afterwards. -
‘What, he would afk, would be faid of the man who, in private
life, would run thirty or forty thoufand pounds in debt, and after
that feek the means of paying it ? Would this fatisfy his creditors ?
Yet this was fimilar to the prefent cafe. Sir, let us calculate this
bufinefs not from' theory, but expetience. Let us know the a-
mount and the means, and then if I conceive it for the general
intereft it fhall have my fanétion.

The gentleman has enumerated the ftate colle&tors, which will
be requifite if the ftates continue the powers of taxation. I would
afk him if Congrefs will not require double that number, two to
one, if they take the power, angsan army at their back, if the tax
fhould be difagreeable. This tax muft be rendered pleafing to
the people, and notwithftanding the fiat of this houfe, if the pco-
ple fay it will not be fo, we fhall find our fiat of little benefit. In
{ome of the fRates it will be difagreeable, at any rate, and theygwill
not fuffer the money to be again taken trom their pockets where'
they have already contributed ; Befides, let us confider the time
and expence a continental arrangement will make neceffary : take:
it in any fenfe and it will be found improper. :

A gentleman has interpreted the amendment from North-Ca- |
rolina to be, that Congrefs fhall not compel her to pay twenty
- fhillings in the pound.  This he thought uncharitable, and that
the gentleman {hould have looked to our own body firt—to Con-
grefs. He would afk if Congrefs had paid her aos{ in the pound ?
It her foldiers, and other creditors, had been fo honorably dealt
with ? He was forry it would not be found the cafe, and North-
Carolina ought therefore to be let alone on this head. For his
part he conirued the amendment 38 diametrically oppofed to the,
. affumption, and he would leave it to the commurtee 1f it was po-.
licy to adopt the meafure even on this fingle confideration. ' A
" bare majority,if the meafure was carried,was all to be expeéled,and
-he would afk ifthis bare majority was to fatisfy that ftate, or if her
citizens would be fatisfied with it. Suppofe it carried by this
majority, and they would not fubmit, was it intended to reduce
them to obedience by force ? Was this a laaguage for freemen ?.
He fuppofed not, reconcile them to the mealure, bring forward
your funds, fhew them they are not to be opprefled, and you.
will accomplifh the bufinefs much eafier.

With refpet to a fettlement, it was the intereft of the ftate he
came from to procure one ; but he defpaired ofit. He would '
venture to prediét, if the affumption took place, a fettlement
would never be procured : nay, the Secretary himfelfhad not con-
templated it in hisreport as an event which would certainly take

lace : for he fays, after finding out the mode eventually to be a-*

opted, that the fecond or final {uccefs muft depend upon the

firlt ; but fuppofe this fettlement, have the arguments of the gen-z
tlemen an{wered the objcétions to the juftice of the meafure in
taxing the citizens (ot the ftates which have funk thofe debts)
twice over ? For fuppofe them continental or flate debts, fill the
injuftice remains : 1if the former, the citizens have funk their pro-
portion of the continental dcbts, and therefore ought not to be
taxed again : if confidered as ftate debts, as they have been taxed
for their own ftate debts, they ought not to be taxed for the debts
of other flates. :

The gentleman laft up (Mr. Hartley) has mentioned the quotas
of the different ftates, and that they fhould be regarded ; this he
believed would not be the cafe if the alfumption took place. The
rule of apportionment, for inftance, for Georgia, was at the rate
of one nineticth of the whole debts; fhe would pay the alfumption

‘agreeable to the rates of reprefentation, which would be three.
“parts of fixty-five of the whole debts. He ‘thought it could not

injurious to poftpone the affamption at the prefent day, and
“hoped it would not at any rate take place the prefent feflion. .
©'Mr. Moork. I rifeto anfwer my collague (Mr. Bland). He
“‘has mentioned, as one of the reafons which has determined nim
to vote ia favor of the affumption, that the reprefentation of Vir-
ii:ia in their ftate legiflature is unequal ; from which circumftance

ap! to think it is not prudent to troft them with making
provilx:;; r the payment of their Rate debts. He faysthe weight
of property isinthe caftern paft of the flate ; the weight of legil-

lative influence is from the weftern. He yclterday mentioned
an inftance in which the weight and influence of the weftern part
of the ftate had occafioned a great deal of clamour and uneafinefs,
The cafe he mentioned, is the alt paffed in that ftate authorifing
Britifh creditors to fue for and recover the debts contraéted pre-
vious to the war. Has the ground of complaint been, that the
ftate has refufed to pay a debt which was contraéted by indivi-
duals ? Or was it becaufe they have complied with the treaty ?
1f either of thofe are grievances, they are fuch as will not be re-
drefled by this houfe. A compliance with the treaty was fre-
quently recommended by Cot;grefs before the law paffed; the
'prtfcnt Congrels have concurred 1o the mga(urc; I believe 1t mects
with the approbation of every member within thefe walls ; I think
it muft meet with the approbation of every difinterefled mind
throughout the continent. Sir, I cannot con ider it as a grievance.
If the obfervation of my colleague hasany weight, it goes to prove
that the ftate cannot be fafely trufted with the power of legiflation
in any cafe, and that the whole power ought to be vefted in
Congrefs. : ) {

My colleague has faid, that the greater part of the certificates
are in the hands of citizens in the eaftern part of the State ; that
their militia have been ofterier called into {crvice ; they have fur-
nithed provifions ina greater proportion than the welftern : and
the is afraid that the weight and influence of the weftern part of
the State will prevent their being cquitabl redeemed. Sir, I be~
lieve fupplies to the army have been turnithed by the weltern part
of the ftate, in proportion to _tl.\c.lr'propcny:; I believe my col-
Jeague will not fay thavany militis in the State have more che.e[-‘
fully ferved their country ; 1 _thmk they haye not been wanting
in patriotifm, in zeal or exertions. But I will refer bim to an
a& of the legiffature quirgimaE_ thq;ﬂwﬂl_ﬂxoufr the injuftice of

i e meafure ina more forcible point of view :—
adoT;;‘l;n]Egt?n“u" of Virginia gaﬂ'cd a law, 1 think, four or five
years ago, lying a duty on 1mports to be; paid in certificates.
The importer had the alternative of'pzymg one-fourth or 1-5th
of the fum in fpecie. Every citizen in the ftate, T believe, confi-
dered this as the only mod¢ by which they wer? ever to be paid ;
they never contemplated any oth J'nfrowﬁo;g_ or the purpofes.

Tnder the influence of a law of the flate, they have fold them to
the merchants for one fifth of the nominalfum. They will be cal-
Ted on, by the propofition now before us, to pay the entire fum
with intereft = This I confider as an injuftice to the citizens of e~
very part of theftate. I hope he will not be difpofed to encoun~
ter (yh[::(c inconveniences f“()lm any ill founded apprehenfions of the

. oing injultice. 293
ﬂaﬂ;ﬁg:lf;:rju hcghag difplayed is, that numbers of the citi-
zens have emigrated from Virginia to Kentucky, N. Carolinaand
Georgia. It would be unjuft that the remaining citizens fthould

the debt, fo far as refpeét: Kcntucky. This reafon will equal-
}”Z ly to Pcnnfylvznia, North-Carolina, and other ftates. No
,L,,ipt};an one-third of the citizens of Kentucky are from Virgini-
- But, fir, it is well known that more have come into than haye
o ovcci frc’)m Virsinia: When the feat of government was un-
;emdifcumon Gt was often mentioned that their members were
er(‘“;lcmbl i,nlcrcafcd : 1 then thought my colleague concurred
F°nh P imyon and corfidered itas an undeniable truth. Sir, I
- ‘dc nr refer him to the returns of the militia ; to prove that
?}::nuoml?:rs‘havc increafed ; and from their increafc in number
they will pay the debt with more eafe. 3 3
" Mr. Chairman, gentlemen think it improper to point out par-
ticular inftances in which the opération 0! the propofition will be
L oo Tconfels T am obliged,in order to make up my mind
m)unofudac'r its confequences; how far ftates, how far md’wxdua_ls
:\o_ﬁog; injured. Gentlemen 1 think it ought te be confidered In
3 [ £

a aational point ef view.

if he had confidered the fituation of that country,

| cretary will be

{ treafury the amount of five years taxes.

1 te this—S§hall we {ufpend or

“her withes, the would throw b

[—446—]
He has faid he is not furprized that the members from the weﬁ-
ern part of the ftate ﬂxouls be oppofed to the afflumption of the
fate debts. The conclufion intended, I fuppofe, is, that they are

i 3 icular partof the ftate. - Sir
influenced by the intereft of the particular part of b weaid sk

that to affume the debts would
the duties propofed by the Se-
“They will feel no part of the
they miuit pay their propor-:

ly have feen (efpecially Kentucky
lz: in favor o(n'ﬁ:;_. l'No part o
. id by the citizens.
burthen ; butif they are not affumed,
tion by a tax. : :

1 fuppofe they mean that fome great, fome important national
advantage is 10 be acquired by it ; that it ought to be contempla-
ted in thisview. In my opinion no expedient will be fo cttettu-
al, towards giving the government permanencyasa ftriét adhe-
rence to juftice ; nothing will tend fo much to fecure national ad-
vantage or i nce. A worthy member from South-Carolina
has enumerated the fervices rendergd by the citizens of that flate ;
I know, fir, they have rendered imbortant fervices ; 1 know they
were opprefled during the war : ’m they were not the only men
who participated in thofe dificuities, - The militia of North-Ca-
rolina and Virginia were alfo e ed. Two of the inftances he
mentions proves to my mind, fully the injuftice of our affuming
the ftate debts : The battle of Kings-mountain and the Cowpens.

The militia of Virginia and North-Carolina were engaged
in both thofe. Indeed, if I am not altogether wrong informed,
and I think I am not, my information is fuch as I'c.ap rcl'y on, that
of King’s Mountain was wholly fo&ht by the militia of Virgina
and North-Carolina ; at the Cow the fame militia compufcd}
the greater part of the troops. ntleman fays they have en-
ver been paid. How were the a of Virginia paid ? Sir, l re-
member drawing the pay.thc’{nﬂ*:encc per day, for fome of
shefe militia, in Rate paper money, when depreciated 4, 5, or 600
forone. Is it jult that the militia from Virginiawho have been
thus paid (and I belicve they have been generally paid in this |

manner) fhould now be called on to pay (thofe of South-Carolina -
who have not been paid the principal, but have received the inter-
eft) the full amount of their claims in {pecie ? I think it would be
glaringly unjuft.  Sir, although I have confined my obfervations
to a comparifon of thofe two ftat: sy L think a fimilar injuftice will
take place in fome degree through wil the ftates. g

Had this afflumption taken place immediately after the war, it
would have been more juft. I believe fome of the ftates, by their
extraordinary exertions, have incurted a debt exceeding their juft |
proportion :{:ut there has been as great an mcquality in the exer-
tions of ftates to pay thofe debts. -~ 8ir, T have feen a law of South-
Carolina, direéting the emiffion of two or three hundred thoufand
pounds in paper money, to be loaned to fuch of thofe of her citi-
zens as would mortgage lands for the repayment of the principal,
and fix per cent. intereft ¢ On their having firft {ubmitted their ti-
tle papers to examination, and their lands t a fair valuation, they
were entitled to one third of its value inthe new emitted money on
mortgage, IfIam not miftaken inthis law, oy its operation, and
1 think I am not, although I mention it from a'very imperfcét re-
recolleétion, the taxes collefted in that ftate have not been applicd
to the payment of the debts contwaéted during the war, but have
been diverted into a different channel; they have been applied
to the difcharge of this new created debt ; and in the year 1791,
the ftate will receive into her treafury the fum loaned to her citi-
zens, with fix per cent. intereft. Sir, my colleague, fome time a-
g0, moved that the certificates which were redeemed, and in the
the poffeflion of the fates, fhould be funded in the fame manner
as thofe in the pofieffian of individuals :—this was rejefted. 1
fuppofe itis notin centemplation with, gentlemen to prohibit
ftates from becoming purchafers Wereafter, and funding agreeable
to the propofition now before us.  ‘What will be the comparative
fituation of the ftate of South-Carolina and Virginia ? The one ha-
ving paid a confiderable fhare of ber debt, is to bave no credit.
_The other having paid no part, or very little, isto be aided by
the other ftates in making the payment, whilft the lodges in her
This has not the appear-
ance of joftice.  Sir, I think the prefent queftion may be reduced
for there are only two who compt’ in? Orthall we do an imme-
diate aét of inju({icc to others ? Sir, gentlemcn appear to be fully
agreed to pay whatever balances may appear due on a final fettle-
ment of accounts, Is it not better to delay juftice to fome ftates,
when they.have every aflurance of redrefs ? Sir, when 1 confider
the queftion in this view, I find no room for hefitating in my
mind. Iam ¢lear for reje&ing the propofition,

Mt. WansworTH. IconfefsSir,1almoft begin to defpairof the
aflumptionof the State dcpts, and, with that I fhal! defpair of the
national government. Asit is the Fathion to hold up to view the
intereft of particular States. I thallaccordingto cuftom,offer fome
obfervations refpeéting the State of Conneéticut. At the beginning
of the war we were out of debt,and our funds were in fuch a fitu-
ation, as cmabled us to advance 50,000 dollars for the exigencie
of the war ; the paper moncy received by that State, for this fum
from Congrefs, did not nctt half that amount. At the clofe of
the war, Conneticut owed nearly 4,000,000 of dollars; fhe has
funk about half thatamount by exgile and direét taxes, principal-
ly by the latter ; fhe has no debt but what was incurred by the
war, (except tabout 8ooo dollars) and what remains to be paid
was for National and State defence. To the officers and foldiers
of the Continenral army, the has plid and owes more than two
milliou of dollars, a fum confiderably greater than her prefent
debt. When the Quarter Mafter and Commiffary General owed
in Conneéticut 640 thonfand dollars, and had neither money or
eredit, the State affumed that fum, which. is part of the prefent
debt ; in moft other'States, thefe debts were cancelled by a final
fettlement of a Continental Commiflioner, and are no o{hcrways
diftinguifhed from State debts : the State of Conneéticut has
Tong fince had itsaccounts againft the union examined, by aCom-
miflioner, who reje€ted every doubtful charge, and yet there re-
mains nearly 8,000,000 of dollars ballancc,a%kcr deduéting every
thilling the Continent had advanced the State. I confider the debt
of the State of Conneéticut now due, as a real Continental debt,
of the moft meritorious clafs, nor can I eafily perfuade wyfelf, to
provide funds for the other Continental debts, and leave the citi.
zens of Conneéticut to groan under a dire€t tax (their only re-
fourec) to pay a debt which they do not owe, but as fureties for
the Continent ; we have been fometimestold, when the intereft of
a particular State was in queftion, that if we did not comply with
into the arms of fome foreigm
power, I will not fay this of Connefticut, there is no power but’
the United States with whom we wilh for conneétion; no foreign
power is our neighbor ; we are firmly attached to the union, but
a‘dire€t heavy tax for the debts of the union; will be felt ag un-
juft and oppreflive, and may roufe ghe hardy [pirits of the North-
ern and Eaftearn freemen to a czndu& incompatible with the
peace, fafety and happinefs of the general government,

An argument has been drawn againft the affumption from pe-
titions 'on your table (mr. Chairman); the petition of the To-
bacconifts has been mentioned in particular : if we are to admit
petitions as arguments againft a meafure, we may as well give up
all idea of laying any tax whatever ; for I believe it will be grant-
ed t_h:;{ uo tax can be propofed, which may not be petitioned
againft,

I begleave toremind gentlemen, of a petition prefented the laft
{eflion from abody of men, who, confidered in relation to the
community at large,are of ten times the confequence that the finall
body of Tobacconifts are. however refpeétable in themfelves, 1
refer to the petition from the Diftillers and Importers of molaf-
fes, their petition was not noticed ; the tax was laid, and is now
colletted, the petitioners fee their error and are fatisfied.

The duty on Salt has been mentioned, the duty laid laft {eflion,
wis objeéted to, but Salt was never fo low in price, and if}the pro-
pofed duty is laid, it willthen be cheaper than it has been on an

average, for feven years paft, to m knowledge.  Gentlemen have

the juftice due to two flates, §

ought to be by the voice of a large majority, a bare majority wil
no% fatisfy oug counftituents ; however defirable this nn;obe,’ puf.
lic -bodies are often moft divided upon the moft i ing {ub.
je€ts, and if thisidea is to prevail, there is an end of the grea
principle of a republican government, thatthe majority is to
govern, On this principle, if a majority fhould decide againft
the affumption, I fhould think it my duty patiently to fubmit to
the determination, We hear much upon the fubje& of general
duties, that they fall heavieit updn the Southern States ; they we
not manufaéturers, and a great confumption of luxuries takes
place among the people in thofe ftates. Mr. Wadlworth afferteq
that the confumption of luxuries is much greater /in the Eaftery
and Northern ftates ; and ftated a variety of particulars 1o prove the
affertion ; he appealed to the Sourthern gentlemen, who had travel-
led into the middle and Northern ftates for its truth.

The report of the Secretary of the Treafury has been faulted oy
account of its calculations; aud the article refpeéting the Pog
Office has been mentioned—Mr. Wad{worth rcad that par
of the report, and obferved—Here we have the opinion of tye
Poft-Mafter, and not a calculation of the Secretary. If there jg
an error it is only m opinion—and the Secretary is notaccounty.
ble for 1t.—The opinion however appears L0 me to over rate e
procceds of the department upon the prefent plan—I do yop
however conceive that the eftimate over rates what may be de.
rived from this fource—feven cights of what may be produceq
from the Poft-Office is loft by letters being fent by prir:u Xon-
veyance and under franks—under proper regulations I haye pe
doubt but a larger fum than that mentioned by the P
General may be realized.—Mr, \Xndprﬂh concluded by
that in every view of the fubjeét the juftice and policy of ¢
fure, m making a coptinental provifien for edebis i
parent_that he could not but hope the afirmitive of ‘the g
would be adopted.

n

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5.

The houfe receded from their amendments to
the bill for the government South of the Ohio,
which had been difagreed to by the Senare
alfo agreed to the amendments propofed by the
Senate to the bill for the mitigation or re
of forfeitures and penalties accruing in certain
cafes under the revenue laws. e

A meflage was received from the Senate in
forming the houfe that they have pafled a bill
preferibing the mode of authenticating the acts,
records and proceedings of the feveral States,

The committee appointed for that purpofe,
reported a bill for the collection of theaddition-
al duties on Wine, Rum, &c. as propofed by the
late refolutions of the houfe. The faﬁbi_l{'w’a ;
read a firft time and laid on the table, %t

The bill from the Senate, for extending the
judiciary laws of the United States to the State
of North Carolina, was read a fecond time.

The houfe refolved itfelf into a committee and
made further progrefs in the bill for adjufting
and fertling the claims of the Baron Steuben.

On motion of Mr. Smith (S. C.) The Secreta-
ry of the Treafury was direcied to report the
amount of tonnage duty collected in each of the
States between the firft day of Seprember and
the firft day of January laft’; diftinguifhing the
foreign from the domeftic tonnage. :

THURSDAY, MAY 6.
| A very long memorial of Nat
- was read—praying further com penfation
tranfportation of the mailin 1787.

R

Mr. Stone of the committee appointed for the
purpofe, reported a bill for funding the ﬁy
debt of the United States—which bill was 8-
firft and fecond time, and made the ord‘eﬂﬁo 7
day on Wednefday next.—100 copies were k
ed to be printed. /1 :

In committee of the whole on the bil
jufting and farisfying the claim§ of
Frederick de Ste‘uien.

L

The cianfe which propofes an annuity o,_?!f :
dollars during life was further difeuffed- lﬁ' :
dry amendments were propofed to the bill-,-_-ﬁ;qc- g
of which were withdrawn,and others negatived,
it was at length agreed to in Committee withbilt g
alteration. Thisiill was oppofed in its progrefs
by Mr. Williamfen, Mr. Bloodworth, Mr. Steel
Mr. White, Mr. Boudinot, Mr, Seney, Mr. Sia~_
nickfon and Mr. Stone—and fupported by -
Smith [S. C.] Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Vining, Mr.
Huntington, Mr. Wadfworth, and Mr. Clymer.
¢ Adjourned. e "ot b

~ -FRIDAY, MAY 7. . .

In Committeesof the whole on the bill
dapting the Judiciary laws of the United
to the State of North-Carolina, fome amendments
were agreed to, and feveral claufes addeg tothe
bill ; the Commirtee then rofe and reported the
fame; the Houfe acceded to thefe ’amendtl,tﬂ#i;x 2
° Mr. Bland after ftating to the Houfe, that in
confequence of oBta‘min&:s is fuppofed’) for-
reptitious copy from a public effice, of the names
of officers and foldiers in the Virginia and North-,
Carolina lines, of thelate army, to whom arrears.
of pay were ordered to be made by a law paffed the
laft feflion of Congrefs, fome perfons iad‘fﬂw :
dulently procured afignments ot pay, for a con-.
fideration much below their value. He therefore,
moved arefolution to prevent the frauds’ 'tak& !
place ; in the following words viz. Refolved,
that the Secretary at war, be, and he is hereby
dlreé_"ted to caufe accurate lifts to be forthwith
publifhed in the News Papers of the States of Vir-
ginia and North Carolina, of all the officers and
foldiers, who are intitled to receive certain ar-
rears of pay, due to the lines of the army of the
faid States, for which money was granted and
appropriated by Congrefs, at their laft feffion ;
and that the payment be made to the faid officers
and f‘{]dle", or where dead, to theirlegal repre-
fentatives, under the fame regulations as have

& Mgtk ﬁq'
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contended that the meafure is {0 important, that its adoption

been adopted for the payment of Invalid penfio- ~
ners, 1n purfuance of an Act pafled atthe laft fef-;
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