. 10to operation without {nch laws. The gentleman however would

" and cufure the adjuftment, Congrefs may accompany the affump-

proportion to his riches. He coutends, however ; that a dire&
tax, though it would be obroxious to the people, if colieéted by
continental authority, would be acceptable, if leyied by the au-
thority of the ftates. When we advert to the funding {yftems of
the feveral ftates, we fhall find them lefs beneficial to the people
thanis imagined. The mode ot iffuing certificates. for intereft, |
and calling them in by a dircét tax, is injurous both to the credi-
tors and to the other citizens.. The creditor is heavily taxed in
order to pay himfelf ; moneyis taken from him inthe firlt inftance
2o pay him the intereft on his debt; the poorer part of the com-+
Mmunity who are unprovided with thefe certificates delay purcha-
fing them till they are preffed for their taxes, and then they are
i’u{pplicd at an enhanced rate by an accommodating [pcculator, or
afriendly colleftor, who had previoufly bought them up for the
Pwpofe; the creditor receives no benefit, the public derive no
.advantage, the citizens are heavily taxed, and the fpeculators get
all the profit.

The conftant fluétuation in their fchemes of finance is another
diftrefling circumftance to the citizens. In onefeflion thofe who
have purchafed public property for which they are to pay in ftate
paper, and which it becomes their iatereft to depreciate, gain the
afcendancy and carry meafures produtive of that effe&.  In the
next, the holders of the (tate vaper preponderate, and in their
turn procure a fyftem which will appreciate the paper.  Thus the
‘people are embarraffed and diftreffed by thefe [peculations and
contentions.

The numerous tax colleftors in the different ftates is another
caufe of expence and inconvenience to the citizens._ A direét tax
in every ftate wonld require, under ftate regulations, at leaft 1300
colletors, all of whom mult be paid by the people for their trou-
ble. There is another confequence reflulting from dire@ taxes of
a very ferious nature ~Individuals gre too apt to negleét making
provifion for their taxes in due {tafon; executions are iffued a-
gaindt them,their property is levied upon and they have ultimat=ly
to pay poundage and conflable fees, which fometimes amount to
more than the tax itfelf. ~ All thefe grievances are removcd by re-
forting to the impoft, and that fpecics of revenue wili alone be
nearly competent to pravide for the Rate debts, if affumed by the
union. Even (hould Congrels refort to direttaxation (and {ome
members from the fouthern flates have expreffed a prediletion
for it) there 15.no doubt that it would be levied in a mode adapt-
edto the particular habits and convenience of every ftate ; for by
the conftitution it is not required that taxes, like duties and excife
Thould b¢ uniform; and as each ftete has its particular reprefenta-
tion in this houfe, it is evident that the accommodation of the dif-
ferent parts of the union would be confulted : It would alfo be
levied with more economy under one {yftem than under thirteen,

The ceflion which the ftate of North-Carolina has made to the
United States is faid to contain a provifion which is oppof=d tothe
affumption : the provifion referred to only relates to the final ad-
Juftment of the accounts between the individual ftates; for it re-
quires that in {uch adjultment the lands ceded, and the inhabitants
belonging thereto, fhall not be eftimated in alcertaining the pro-
portion of North-Carolina with the other ftates in the common
_expence occaitoned by the war.

An amendment propofed by that ftate to the conftitution has
alfo been expatiated on, as manifefting ber averfion to this mea-
fure; it is rather extraordinary that this conftruétion fhould be
given to the amendment, when the houfe have been told that the
idea of an affumption was never contemplated in that ftate ; indeed
it was improbable the citizens of that country fhould endeavor to
guard aganft a meafure, the bare poflibility of which had never
‘occurred to them.  An attentive examination of that amendment
will prove that it evinces no fuch intention as has been attributed
to it; asit relates exprelsly to all the flates, it could not have had
North-Carolina exclufively in view, nor was it defigaed to guard
.ageinlt any interference with her ftate paper alonef As 1t parti-
cularly relates to an interference by Congrefs or the judiciary, 1t
Jproves an apprehenfion of fome interference by tthcdml courts,
which could not be involved in a queftion of affumption ; it 1s
therefore evident that the true interpretation of that amegdment
is that the convention of that ftate were apprehenfive of fome in-
terpofition of the judicial courts of the United States, in enforcing
‘payment of her ftate fecurities. That it does not relate to the
queftion of affTumption is clear, becaufe were it calculated to pre- ¢
veot an affumption, it would have faid fo in explicit terms, and
declared that Congrefs fhould not pay herftate debts; and becaufe
‘the gentleman from that ftate has informed the commitiee that |
they never dreamt of an aflumption. North-Carolina, isunwil-

“ling that Congrefs fhould ditate to her how fhe fhould difcharge
her debt, but it does not appear that fhe has any objeétion to Con-
grefs affuming and paying it themfelves,

Admit howeyer the full force of theremark, and it would tend
to reftrain Congrefs from funding even. the continental and fo-
reign-debt without the affent ofxwo thirds of the members pre-
{ent in both howpfes; for anothcr amendment from that ftate re-
quires that no navigation law, or law regulating commerce {hould |
_pafs except in the above mode; and the funding fyftem cannot go

have no objc&ion; he fays, tr the alflumption, provided fu:uri(y
could be given that there would be a fetlement of the accounts
of the feveral flates, but.there is no fuch proyifo in the amend-
ment ; if it has in view thealflumpuon, it is oppofed 16 it under
any modificatien whatfoever, How can he then reconcile his
Jlate to a vote gir en in ¢ ontradition to their expref’s lentiments,
merely becaufe the bufine is would be put 10 a fhape which is pa-
‘lutable to himfelt, 1s no tthis another proof that the amendment
did not relate to th aflumption ? !
Another local objeétion is ftarted from that ftate: . It is faid
‘that fhe has iffued paper money with which (he has bought up
and paid off certificates, and which paper money fhe muft lay
taxes to redeem, and if Congrefs do not alflume Lh“dl papcr, as Faut
of her debt, {he will be under the neceflity of paying taxes to fink
it, and at the {ame time of contributing her proportion of reve-
nue for the debts of other flates, and that this would be defraud-
ing her of half a million of dollars, the amount of the paper fo
emitted. If that ftate has funk a part of her debt, Congrels will
have lefs to affume on her account in proportion to the fum dif-
charged, there will be confequently a {maller charge againft her
in'the ultimate fettlement, and (he will become a creditor ftate in
the fame proportion; if therefore fhe has bought'iu her own cer-
tificates under par, or paid them off with paper in a depreciated
ftate, fhe has been a gancr by the negotiation, aud.ls 1 a better
condition than thofe ftates whick have not had this advantage :
The revenue {he will contribute willbe applicd as well to the
payment of her own debts as thofe of ether ftates, which will alfo
contribute their proportion to the payment of her debts.  But no
meafures, it is faid, arc in forwardnefs for the completion of this
fectlement.  Commiflioners of accounts haye been engaged a con-
fiderable time in this bufinefs, and are now purfuing it.with the
afliftance of a numerous body of clerks, and are in a train of fet-
tlement. Should other meafures be thought requifite to expedite

tion with a bill making fpecial and effcétual provifion forthat ob-
je€k.  Noith-Carolina it is faid, is apprehenfive leaft fome fecuri-
ties of thas ftate which were traudulently iffued fhould be funded
by the union, and charged to her account; how will they be charg-
ed to her account if there is to be no fettlement of the accounts,
and the member from that ftate fays he is perfuaded there is to be
none ? She willthen receive the benefit of thofe fecuritics,.and the
citizens of the other ftates will pay her the intereft on them ; if
they are fold to {peculators, at all events fhe or her citizens have
received a confideration for them : But either that ftate will be
‘ableto deteét the fraud, or fhe will not; if fhe can difcover the
frand, fo can Congrefls; they wil' lhcrc!nr_c be rcjg:&cd, and (hcr_c
is no ground ot apprehenfion;; it .he fraud is not liable to deteéti-
on, ther at any rate North-Carolina muft pay thcm; inafmuch
therefore as it is for her intereft that they (hould be paid by Con-
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THE TABLET. .

- No. CXIL, X ' ~4
% Not for himfelf he fees, or hears, or’c;ré; f
# Artifts mufl chufe his'pi@ures, mulic, meats.

- i
THE tafte of the world is regulated by very
few perfons. This may feem the more
ftrange, as few people approve of the fafhious
they are compelled to follow. It is not eafy to
account for it, that in a land of freedom where
men are left, in moft refpects, to purfue what
their inclination dictates, fo many perfons fhould
lead a life torally the reverfe of what they wifh.
Aman feems, as it were, togive up his natural in-
dependence of temper, the.moment he begins to
live in fathion. Henever can confult his coveni.
ence, and not often the particular caft ot his'fan.
cy,inthe choice of his food or apparel. The pri-
vilege of chofing for one’s felf is furrendered by
every one, who would be fuppofed tafthionable.
A man of finifhed rtafte muft feldom eatr what he
likes, or wear what is convenient for him. Asno
great harm refults from this kind of felf denial,
in a general way, itis not my intention to com-
plain of it. ~There is howgver fome regard to be
paid to reafon and natare, in the regulation of
our drefs. Though tafte cannot be managed by
any rules which admit of demonftration, there is
neverthelefs, in fome things, anatural propriety
which ought not to be overlooked, !
Forinftance, drefs fhould be accommodated tq
the feafon and climate. The laws of fathion can
never control the conftitution of our bodies in
fuch a manner, that the people of a cold climate
can,without real impropriety,borrow their modes
of drefs, from the inhabitants of a warmer one.
French fathions may be, in themfelves, fuperior
to thofe of any other nation, but they illy apply
to the fitnation of the Northern parts of the Uni-
ted Srates. The furrs of Ruffia are much betrer
adapted to our winters, than the filks of France.
It is not a matter of confequence in point of ex-
pence, what country we imitate in our drefs, be-
caufe if we are induftrious, we can afford to wear
what we pleafe. But when we confider how the
health is affected, it becomes an affair of ferions
moment, to whom we look for direction in form-
ing our tafte. - It would difcover more real good
fenle to form our own—but as this would be trou-
blefome, I do not expect we fhall ever -be fo inde-
pendent. Foreigners remark that the ladies of
America lofe their bloom, and impair their viva-
city at a very early period of life. I am of the
opinion thattheirregularity of our climate is the
principal caufe of this unforrunare fact. Perhaps
this is a misfortune againft whi h there is no per-
fect remedy. The effects of it, however, may be
partly connteracied, and our women may preferve -
their health and vivacity much longer than they
do. Thereisnodoubt, thata warmer drefs in the
Winter,than is ufually wornby our females, would
meliorate their Conftitution, and contribute to
their happinefs. Thefe few hints, I hope will be
enlarged upon, by fome perfon of leifure and re-
flection. :

FOR THE GAZETTE OF THE UNITED STATES.

MR. FENNO,

PARAGRAPH under the New-York head,

publifhed in your Gazette of this day, has
thefe words, ““ In this age of refinement, when
even ryrants are taught moderation, and flaves
their rights, I am farprifed that the attempe to
repeal the Britith (re/igious) Teft Laws, has not
fucceeded.” In the next fentence, itis faid, that
Mr. Pitt, and by an inference the Bririfh Legifla-
ture, treats the claim of an equality of rights as
an extravagant delufion of the mind.” And then
the queftion is afked, ¢ Is there avillage in A-
merica, where this doctrine of Mr, Pitt’s would
be approved !” . : :

Was the writer to learn thatthere are not only
villages in America where this doctrine of Mr.
Pitt’s would be approved—but that iris a funda.
mental principle in the government of Six ofthe
Twelve United States. I allude to thofe Stares
which have claufes in their Conftitutions to the
following effect—That no perfon fhall be eligible to a
Jeat in the Legiflature,unlefs he'be of the PROTESTANT
Religion, 1donot by this remark intend to fup-
port the decifion of the Britith parliament, I Ia-
ment it¢ and hope it may be foon reverfed—nor
do Iadd thata circumftance like thisisa reproach
upon the 18th century, as your paragraphift has
aflerted—I know that we approach peifection but
by flow degrees. S
From the firft fettlement of this Continent 7o/er-.
ation dawned upon the land—ir brightened upon
it asthe United States withdrew from under the
thadow of Britain—and the Conftitution recently
eftablifhed marks the meridian fplendor of that
luminary. 1 rruft its benign influence will chafe
away the few clouds of prejudice which ftill reft
upon us—May we, by our example, induce the |
world to refpectthe equal rights of men and citi-

CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTA §IVES.
- FRIDAY, APRIL z¢.

SEVERRL petitions and memorials were read,

The engrofled bill for the encouragement of
learning by fecuring the copies of maps, chass,
and other wrirings, to the authors and propric-
tors of fuch copies during the time therein uigy.
tioned, pafled the houfe. - s

On motion, a committee, confilting of Mo,
Boudinot. Mr. Scottand Mr.Seney, was appoint-
edto bring in a bill toaler oneot'the pluces for-
holding thediftrict court in Penufylvania.

The bill to authosife the ifluing certificares toa
| certain’ defcription of officers, was read a firfl
time. - : : 1

Stares, informingthe houfe that the bill to re
late the military eftablithment of the United
States has received his affent. i £
Mr. Gerry; Mr. Burkeand Mr. White weréap.
peinted a committee to reportacatalogue ot'booﬁs
for the ufe of the houfe. y o
The houfe then refolved itfe]fim? a commitee
of the whole, for prefc'ijbiﬁ%rhc- mode 51\ which
the act, records and judicia proceedings of the
feveral ftates fhall beauthenticated, {6 us to take
effect in any other ftate.—The bill being gone
through with, the committee rofe, and thchd,i:;‘c
agrecg to thefame, and ordered it to be engrof-
fed for athird reading. . i
The bill making compenfationto John Ely,was
agreedto, and orﬁcrcd tobe engrofled forathird
reading. ’ 3 /
Mr. Gerry, from the committee appointed for
the purpofe, brought in a bill for the adjufting
and finally fettling the accounts of the Baron de¢
Steuben, which was read the firft time. :
A committee of five members was appointed to
confider of, and report the period from whick
the Prefident, Vice-Prefident, Senators and men-
bers of the Houfe of Reprefentatives are to date
the commencement ofthe time for which, by the
conftitution, they are elected to ferve, and alfo
to report upon fuch other matters as may relate
to faid bufinefs. ¥ 3

IN SENATE.—FRIDAY APRIL 30.

The Senate proceeded, agreeably to the order
of'the day, to confider the motion made yefterday,
viz. That the doors of the Senjite Chamber fhall
be open when the Senate is fitting in their le-
giflarive capacity—to the end that fuch of the di-
tizens of the United Statcs as may chufe to hear
the debates of this houfe, may have an opportu-
nity of fo doing——and the queftion being taken
it pafledin the negative. e pd

MONDAY, MAY . 3. shach
" The bill to prefcribe the mode, in which the
public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of
each State fhall be authenticated, fo as to take
effect in everyot her State—and cail

The bill to allow compenfation to Col. John
Ely for hisattendanceas a Phyfician and Suxgeo

read the third time and pafled the houfe,

The bill to authorife iffuing certificates to.a
certaindefcription of invalid officers was read the
fecond time, and ordered ro be engrofled. . |

The bill for adjufting and fatisfying the claims
of the Baron de Steuben,was read the fecond time
and referred toa commirtee of the whole to-mor-
row. . 52

Mr. Fitzfimons reported a bill for the regula-
tion and government of the feamen in the Mer-
chants fervice—which was read a ficft and fecond
time.

Mr, Lee prefented a petition from the inhabi-
tants of Alexandria, refpecting certain claufes in
the tonnage act—read and referred to the com-
mittee on the report of the Secretary of the Trea-
fury, relative to the defects in the revenue laws.

On motion of Mr. Goodhue, the report of the
committee on the petition of the inhabitants of
Portfmouth, (N. H.) refpecting an enhanced da-
ty on foreign tonnage, was read—This report
propofes that an additional duty of one dollar
per ton be laid on foreign ‘bottoms, and 1o per .
cent afiditlonal impoft on goods impbrted from
ports in which American veflels are not permit-
ted to enser. This was referred to a committee
of the whole houfe ou Friday next. ' :

On motion of Mr. Smith, (S. C.) it was voted.
that the accounts of the Treafurer of the United
States fhould be printed, and annexed to the
Journals of the hounfe.

Mr. Gerry fuggefted the propriety of reading
thofe reports on petitions, from the heads of de.
partments, which negative the prayers of fuch pe-
titions, as well as thofe in favor of granting them
—as, he obferved, the contrary practice is in fact
delegating a very extraordiary power to execu-
tize officers.—After fome debate Mr. Gerry fub-
mitted the following propofition in fubftance—
““ "That the reports on memorials and petitions
not determined upon in one feflion may be called

zens—and not declaim againft what we. daily

grefs rather than by herlelf, this circumftance is rather an argu-
ment in fevor of the alfumption,

practice. VERBO SAT.

upina fubfequent feffion.
On motion of Mr. Swith, (S. €.) that part of

. ’
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