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i Publifhed by Sternen Luzac. 2
A Paper that s confidered in Europe as the moft
‘ anthentic medinm of Intelligence—and as fuch
circulates more extenfively than any other fi-
milar publication, ]

CONTINUVED,

: * COPENHAGEN, 26 Dec. 1789. f
. HE day before yefterday the Supreme Tribu-|
T .uﬂ,ghiih%fg(cd'&hfq_{xmcefs of the confpi-
racy to burn the &ﬁﬁiahﬁnd Daniih fleers in ;:r
ports, pronounced definite judgment,by whichthe
Sieur Benzelftiernais condemned to be beheaded.
His accomplices, O’Brien, and Shields, to public.
labor for life. The only hope which at prefent
: remains for the unfortunate Swifs officer, isin the
King’s clemency. 4
Extralt of a letter from Paris, 31 Dec.

The Marquis and Marchionefs de Favras were |

apprehended on the night of the 24th and 25th.
They were accufed of fetting on foor a plot to af-ﬂ
faflinate M. Neckar, the Marquis de la Fayette,
and M. Bailly, to fill Paris with armed people,
,carry off the King, &e. On the morning of the
~26th; Monfieur the King’s brother, had an inter-
_view with the Marquis and M. Bailly—in confe-
quence of which it is prefumed, that he formed
the refolurion of addrefiing the Commons of Pa-
ris in perfon,to refutethe odious meafures impu-
ted to him. He was received by the Reprefen-
zatives and the Saltefies with every mark of ap-'
plaufe, and placed in an armed chair on the left
fide of the Mayor.

M. Bailly anfwered his fpeech in terms expref-
five of the favorable ideas which the Commons of
Paris entertained of the Brother of a King, who
was the Reflorer of French Liberty, complimented
himon his having fhewn himfelf as the fieft citi-
zenof the kingdom, by voting for the third cftate
in the fecond Aflembly of the No‘ables, He con-
cluded with offering him, in the name of the Af-

‘fembly, the tribute of refpeci and acknowledg-
ment which were due to his ichtiments—the ho-
nor of his prefence, and more particularly to the
¢ value he fet on the efteem of Freemen. :
M. Bailly’s difconrfe was received with the
loudeft acclamations, and a cry of No pardon ! No
don for ‘thofe who had accofed him in {o hei-
nous a manner, as to affociate hisname with thofe
ilty people. Monfieur however exprefled his
efires to purfue lenient meafures. M. and Ma,
dam Favras have been committed prifoners to the
Abby de St. Germain, as guilty of treafon againft
“the nation. :

Monfieur not fatisfied with juftifying himfelf
before the commons of Paris, ¢onceived the mat-

ter of fo ferious a nature as to induce him to
write a Jetter to thenational Aflembly on the fub-
“jeét, which was read on Monday 2oth December,
after which the Duke pE Levis, propofed, that
“the committe of enquiry of the national Aflembly
¢ {hould take immediate meafures with thofe of
the city of Paris, to report as foon as pofiible
concerning the affairs of M. de Favras, and what
‘they may difcover refpecting the injurious libel
‘againft Monfieur.”” M. Alexander de LAMETS
obferved on this motion, * that although Mon-
“fieur was the firft citizen of the kingdom, like
other citizens he was fubject to the laws, that
the Aflembly ovght not to order a parricular
fearch warrant for a libel, in his favor, that this
‘matter ought ro be referred to the proper tribu-
‘nals, that the CaATELET having already taken
up the bufinefs, ir ought to reft there.” M.
' Je Cuargrier, and the Count de MIRABEAU
‘fupporting the fame principles, thie Alembly de-
-ereed that there was no neceffity to deliberate on'the
Subjedt. .

Previous tothe difcuffion on Monfieur’s letter,
the Affembly after a long and animated debate
‘decreed, that the feveral provincial States and
departments fhould deliver up all accounts, pa-
pers and proceedings relative to the adminiftra.
Yion of the feveral departinents, to the perfons
appointed to fucceed them by the national Af-

r fembly, who are to inveftigate all accounts for
[ the laft ten years ; excepting thofe of the trea-
furers and receivers deceafed, andalfo fuch ac-
counts as have been adjudged by the fuperior

’ <oures. 2 %
After which it was decreed without much dif-
ficulty ¢ thatin thofe provinces where the mu-

, nicipal officers poflefs the exercife ofjurifd-ié:tion
l inciviland litigated mateers, they fhould continue
provifionally, the fame functions as heretofore,

MR. NESHEM, the young midfhipman, whofe
gallantry in faving ‘the life of M. Pran-
TAIRE, at the inftant when a favage mob were,
from the fimilitude of his face and height tothofe
of a Nobleman of the Aftriftocratic party, hurry-
ing him to execution, procured the decree of a
Civic Crown, and a Sword of the uniform of the
National Guard, from the Aflembly of the Com-
mons of Paris, isdaily expected in England. 't he
Prefident, in eonimwgicaring the decree to Mr.
Nefhem, addrefled hisn in the following terms:
““ YOUNG STRANGER,
““ You have merited well of the capital of the
French Empire, in faving a citizen which isdedr
toit, at the hazard of your own life ! The Aflem-
bly of the Commons wifhes to acquititfelf of the
debt,by prefenting youwith itsacknowledgments.
“¢ After the example of Rome, in the days of
its glory and liberty, it prefents you with a Civic
Crown, as the reward of your virtue.
¢ It arms you with the fword of the National
Guard, to be the future infirument of your cou-
rage. Your parents will there read, and not
without intereft, the infeription of your generous
atchievement.
“ When on your réturn you fhall meet the re-
gard of your country—you fhall fay, that you
have feen, on the banks of the Seine, a people
brave and generous—too long addidted to frivoli-
ty—but who new enjoy with pleafure the occafion
of recompenfing virtue—You will tell them, that
free nations are as brethren—that France and
En‘%land owe to eacli other a reciprocal efteem,
and that the object moft worthy the ambition of
each is—~to infure the general happinefs of hu-
manity !’
W7 We have fesn French papers which contain
the particulars of the above cvernt—and we have taken
Sume pains to afeertain them—as, whle they teflify to
the intrepidly of the gallant Englifhman—they are
firikingly demonflrable of the pratitude of our allies :
Bt fresas. thar M. Plavenive had been [eized by the
mob, who, mob-like, were hurrying hins 1o the fatal
lamp-poft for exeeution, without a hearing—T he Na-
tional Guards, under the Marqiis de [aF AYETTE,were
marching to bis refcue = But the cord was tied round
his neck, and bis body almoft fufpended in the air,when
Mr. Nefhem, knowisg M. Plantaire’s innocence,
rufbed through the crowd to prevent the execution : He
was told that he rifgued his life in the attempt—to this
he replied, * That he had rather do that, than
an innocent man fhould fuffer” and . immedi-
ately with bis fword, cut the halter, juft above M.
Plantaire’s head. Before the mob could again
make it faft, M. Plantaire was refcued—and thus
through the bravery of a [iranger; preferved to his
country. Mafla. Centinel.

CHURGHES.

London, how magnificent—how populous.

London, from the number of its churches, muft
be the moft religious city in the world—yet the
churches of London ate feldom full —generally
empty—For, in London, religlon is a trade car-
ried on by gofpel-managers, in gofpel-fhops.—
One, two, three,—hundred methodift meeting-
houfes, in each of which the Preacher goes upon
this text, * I am the way.”’ What, is there but
one way toheaven! O, many ways—in London,
there are as many ways pointed out for a man’s
foul, to journey towards heaven, as towards the
oppofite point—and each has its Overfeers.

Youmay goto heaven by the wew light, or the
old light ; thro the Moravian half-penn hatch—the
Muggletonian foot-path—the turn-ftiles of metho-
difm, or a hundred other ways, laid down in the
geography of the different preachers—but then
each of thefe ways has its parallel, that'lcads to
a different climate. -

LEYDEN, [United Provinces.] rxs. 16.

By letters from New York, of fo late a'date as 8th {]an. laft, we
are informed, that on that very day, the Congrefs of the United
States of America met for the 2d time fince the adoption of the
New Conftitution, to which even North-Carolina had lacelé acce-
ded. Onthe folemn occafion, the illuftrious WASHINGTON
opened the fefions b delivering a fpeech full of cah‘ﬁi‘tulatiogs
and exhortations, abz)lutcly on the model of thofe delivered in
Parliament by the King of England, with the following difference
only in the way of dreffing. ;
1/t —Co-citizens of the Senate,and, of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.Ec.
2d.—Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, Ec, :
3d.—Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the Houfe &Rlﬂf{ﬁﬂmﬂvﬂ,
& Thave direfted the proper officers to lay re vou the pa-
persand eftimates,” &ec. e8! :
This we obferve, to fhew not only that very little is wanting to
Mr. WASHINGTON to be fomething like & King; but that let

sworp ; all the Potentates are aware of the neceflity of following
the wife example : They are only anxious how to meet the wifh_
of the people with fomething like good grace.

CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31.
The propofition for affumig the State debts under confideration.

MR. SMITH (S. C.) replied to Mr. Williamfon, he faid he
was not afraid of the affumption bufinefs lofing ground by
a reconfideration. He was forry tohear that North-Carolina would
be defrauded of half a million by the meafure, but he believed
there was more probability of a fraud being committed, it no af-
fumption was j0 take place. Part of the gentleman’s reafoning,
faid Mr. Smith goes more in favor of the meafurs than againft it;
and the remainder of his arguments are not difficalt to refute.
The gentleman has obferved that it was improdent to add to
the debt, which was already a large oneé, by the affumption ; that
the amount of the ftate debts was uncertain, and that a doo) was
ftill to be opened to encreafe them ¢ Tt is not adding to a debt,
Mr. Smith faid, to acknowledge thofe we owe, and ‘we have al-
ready refolved that Congrefs owes thefe dek.ts which have been
improperly called ftate debts, becaufe they were incuired for ge=
neral purpofes; it is not a2 wanton aft, butan honeft avowal, that
thefe debts ought to be paid by the union—their aftual amount is
immaterial if they are due. Has not the houfe declatcd they will
fund the domeftic debt, and is that all liquidated ? There are
cighty millions of continental bills ftill unfettled, a man cannot
‘refufe payinga juft debt becaufe he is notacquainted with the pre-
¢éife amount of all his debts; no door is opened to new claims
from individuals, but only a permiffion to the ftates to bring fors
ward their claims, this will not encreafe the amount of the ftate
debts, for they are already liquidated by the feveral ftates, it will
only affeét the final fettlement between the ftates and the United
States. The famé member has faid, that North-Carolina owes
to her citizens a large debt, amounting fo feveral miliions which
fhe Has affumed, and which Congrefs ought to pay, and he addu-
ces that as an arguiment again(t the affamption, when in faét it is
the ftrongeft reafon he could have offered to fhew its juftice and
Rropritty; for it would be the height of injuftice to burden that
ate with the payment of a large fum which fhe aoes not owe ;
but if the meafure is wrong, he would vote againft it, although ic
fhould be for the intercft of North-Carolina. In this the gentle-
man was to be commended ; but the committee of the whole, af-
ter fair difcullion, had-declared the meafare to be right; if 1t was
right when that vote was taken, an adventitious circumftance
could not make it wrong. Suppofe North-Carolina had not ac-
ceded, then the meafure would have been declared a right one by
a decided mhjority ; its acceflion cannot make it a wrong one,
efpecially wien i is-fo'ebyious that it will be for her pmmﬁ.

We are cautioned againft the imprudence of undertaking what
we cannot pay ; but either the ftate debts areto be ‘paid, or theys
are not. If they are never tobe paid, I give up :E: argument ;
if they are to be paid, aud that is admitted on all fides, then I'am
clear it will be more eafy for Congrefs to pay them than the Rates 4
it will require lefs money to be levied on the people. The refour-
ces are the fame, whether they are paid by the one or the other;
but the colleétion will be more fimple and economical in the one
cafe than in the other. The only queftion is, whether thefe re-
fources fhall flow into the pockets of the creditors through one
channel or through thirteen. The Secretary of the Treafuty has
affured us he has ample funds for the purpofe, and others in re- ,
ferve, without laying a land-tax; his calculations have been quef=
tioned, but as he is a refponfible officer, who has undoubtedly
contemplated the fubje€t with attention, anid whofe reputation is
in fome meafure pledged for the accuracy of hisrepofts; Iam in<
clined to give credit to them, until 1 hear them refuted.  From
his calculations it is evident, that the ftate debts ma be funded
with the greateft eafe by the union, ani with inﬁnite(y more ad«
vantage'to the people in general than by the feveral ftates. To '
prove our inability, we have been told, that the inhabitants of
France who refide in Paris, contribute each 64 livres annually,
‘and thofe who dwell in the country 19 livres, to the government.
Apply this to the citizens of the United States, and what will be
the r<fult: Suppofe 200,000 inhabitants dwellingin towns, pay-
ing annually 64 livres, or fourteen dollars, this would furnifh thé
fum of 2,800,000 dollars: And fuppofe 2,800,000 inhabitants re-
fiding in the country, paying nineteen livres, or three and an
‘half dollars, this woulsa give 9,800,0c0 dollars, making together
the iaggregate fum of 12,600,000 dollars; but the fum required
for the intereft on the debt, including thofe of the feveral ftates
and the civil lift, is only 3,840,000 dollars, leaving a furplus re-
venue of 8,760,000 dollars. Thus the inftance which the gentle-
man cites, to prove the inadequacy of our refources, has a direét
contraryeffe&, and if applicable contradiéls his own affertions.
~ Ttis faid that the impoft will be inadequate to the purpofe, and
is uncertain, and that a poll and land tax, which may be colle&t-
ed with greater certainty, are to be deprecated, becaufe they
would be odious to the people. I admit that if the ftate creditors
are excluded from the benefits of the impoft, it will be infuffici-
ent even to difcharge the intereft on the continental debt, becaufe
the obftraftions which will be thrown in itsway by the ftate Te-

flatures in funding the Rate debts, and the facility which will

e given to fmuggling by the injured Rate creditors, will confide-
rably reduce the avails of the impoft which may be laid for that
purpofe ; but if the flate creditors who are confiderably more
pumerous than the other clafs are included in the provifion, they
will have an intereft in fupporting the due colleétioe of the re-
‘venue, and the general popularity of the impoft will enfure its
operation. If the citizens of North-Carolina deprecate a direé&t
tax, they will find their advantage in the affumption ; for if they
are left to fund their own debts, they muft refort to dire& taxes =
they-are deprived of theimpoft althogether ; little or no revenue
can be drawn from a ftate cxcife—they mult therefore raife all
their fupplies by a dire& tax. One orother of thefe confequences-
muft therefore enfue ; either that ftate muft diftrefs her citizens an-
nually by impofing an enormous direét tax payable in good money,
or the muft defraud her creditors by paying them off in a depre-
ciated paper.—Thefe are hard alternatives, but they are, the in-
evitable sonfequences of a non-affumption.

The member from that ftate has faid that her citizens, though
numerous, are not wealthy. This is another reafon, in my judge-
ment, why the afumption would be advantageous to them ; tor
citizens who are not wealthy, contribute lefs to the revenue by
impoft than by dirct taxes. A poor manpays as much by a poll-

e

until the organization of the judiciary powers.

the firft magifirate of any country bear the title that tancy may ap~

tax asa rice man ; bus each individual pays by animpoft only in



