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DR. FRANKLIN.

[We are gratified iv having it in our power to prefent our readers
with a few Sketches on the life ot Dr. Fraskrixn.]

THE TABLET.4~—No. €IX. "

¢ When an eminent man &ics, it is worth while to enquire into
the caufes which conduéted hym to eminence.”
HERE is in the character of every diftin-
guifhed perfon, fomethingro admive, and
fomething to imitate. The ‘incidents, that have
marked thelife of a great man, always excite cu-
riofity, and ofien afford improvemer:. If there
are ralents, we can never hope to equal ; if there
i a feries of good fortune, we can never expect
to enjoy, we itill need not lofe the labor of our
biographical enquiries. We may probably be-
come acqudinted with habits, which it may be
prudent to adopt, and difcover virtues which we
cannot fail to applaud. . Tv will be eafy for the
reader to make a fullapplication of thefe remarks
in his contemplations upon the late celebrated
Dr. FrRankrin. By his death one of ‘the beft
“ lights of theworld inay be faid to be extinguifh-
I fhall not attempr any: hiftorical details of
the life of this illuftrious patrior and philofeopher,;
as [.have nothing further in wvicw than to make
afew comments upon the moft {triking traits . of
his character, :
Original genins was peculiarly his attribute.
The native faculties of his mind qualified him to
penerrate inte every feience ; and his unremit-
ted didigence left no field of kuowledge unex-
plored.” There were no limits to his curiofity.
His eniquiries were fpread overthe whole face of
nature. But the fiudy of man feemed to be his
higheft delight ; and 1f ‘his genius had any {pe-
cial bias, it lay in difeovering thofe things that
made meu wifer and happier. As truth was the
fole objedt of his vefearches, he was of courfe no
fecary ;- and, as reafon was his guide, lie embra!
ced no/{yftem which that did not authprife.”” In
fhort, he'laid the whole volume of nature open
befoxe him, and diligentdlyand faithfully perufed
' as : Y2 Sy i
Nor were his political aztainments lefs"confpi-
euous than his philofopliizal. * The antients ufu-
ally ranked gootl fortunc among thofe civcum:
ftances of life which indicate mevit. In this view
Dr. Franklinis almoft unrivalled, having feldom
undertaken. more than he accomplifhed. The
world are too well acquainted with the events of
his political careen to require, at this time, a par-
ticular ennmieration of them. lcmay be prefu-
med the hiftorians of the American revolntion will
exhibitthem in proper colors.
If Dr. Franklin did nov ufpive afrer the fplen-
dor of eloquence, it wasonly becaufe the demon-
ftrative plainnefs of his manner was fuperior to
it. o Tl he neither loved political debate, nor
exoelled init, he @il preferved much influence
in publicaflemblies, and difeovered an aptitude in
his rémarks; on all occafions.  He was noi fond
of taking'a leading parv in fuch inveftigations as
could:nevew terminateinany degree of certninty.
To come forward iu queftions which in their na-
turesareindefinite, andin their iflae problemati-
cal, does not compore with thiecaation of a man,
who bas raught himfelf to Jook for demonftration.
He referved his ebfervations for thofe cales which
fcience conld enlighten, and 'common fenfe ap-
prove.  The fimplicity of hisftile was well-adapt-
ed to the clearnefs of his underfianding. His
conceptions were fo bright and perfed, that he
did not choofe to involve them in a cloud of ex-
preflions. if he ufedmetaphors it was to illuftrate,
and not to embeliijh the truth. A man, poflefling
fuch a lively imageryof ideas, hould never affect
the arts of a vain rhetorician, whofe excellence
confifts only inabeautifal arrangement of words.
But whatever clnims to ¢minence Dr. Franklin
-may hitve,as a politicianjorf a fcholar, there is no
point of light in which his charadter fhines with
more luftre, than wheh we view him as @ mau‘or
acitizen. He was eminently great i common
things. Perhaps noman ever exilted, whofe life
can with: mare jultice be denominated ufeful.—
Nothing evei paffed ghrough his hands without
l.‘eceivingimpruvement; and no perfon ever went
into his eompay without gaining wifdom. His
“fagacity was (o fharp; and his fcience fo various,
‘that whatever might be the profelfion or occupa-
-tion of thofe with wliom he converfed, he could
‘meet every one upon theirown ground. He could

‘enliven every converfation withan anecdote, and
‘conciudeicwitha moral.

The whole tehor of hislife wasa perperunal lec-

ture againdt che idle, the exrravagan:, and the
v proud. It was his principal aim to infpire man-

s

4 the difcontents which arnife from

kind with a Jove of induftry, temperance and fru-
gality ; and to inculcate fuch duties as promote
| the important interefts of humaniry. He never
| wafted a moment of time, or lavithed a. farthing
lof money in folly and diflipation. Such éxpen-
Ices as the di%nity of his fration required he rea-
dily fuftained, limiting them bythe ftrictelt rnles
of prapriety. Many public inflitutions experien-
ced his well-timed liberality, ahdhe manifefted
a fenfibility of heart by-nium- &5 gts of private
icharity. ' / : E
- By a judicious divifion of time Dr. Franklin ac-
 quired the art of doing everything roadvantage;
'and bis amufements were of iach anature as could
| never militate with the main objects of his pur-
(uit. In whartever fituation he was placed by
chance or defign, he excracted fomething ufefual
for himfelf or others. His lite was remarkubly
full of incident. Everycircumflance of it turned
to fome valuable account. ' 7 he maxims, which
his difeerning mind has formed, apply to innu-
merable cafes and characters. Thofe who move
in the loweft, equally withthofe who move inthe

his inftruiions. In the private deportment of
his lite, he, in many refpeéts, has furnifhed a moft
excellent model. His manners were eafy and ac-
commodating, and his addrels winning aud ref-
pecful.  All'who knew him, fpeak of him asa
moft agreeable man ; and all who have heard of
him, applaud him as a very ufeful one. A man
{o wife, and fo amiable could not but have many
admirers, and many friends.

SPEECH,
Of the King of Frenchweu, to the National Affemély,
on the 4th of Feb. 179Q.
[A Tranflation [rom an Englifh paper;which has notbeforeappear-
: . cd in the American papers. ]
“GENTLEMEN,

“THE weight of the prefent circumftances of the kingdom
> draws me to you. The gradual relaxation of all the ties of
otder and fubordination, the fufpenfion or the 1naétivity of juftice,
frticular deprivation, the oppo-
fittons, the unhappy hatreds which are the inevitable conlequence
of long diffenfions, the critical fituation  of the finances, and the
uncertainty of the. public funds ; all thefe circumftances united,
keep upa general agitation and anxiety in the minds of even the
real friends to the profperity of the kingdom.

« A great and glorious end it is, which you have in view ; but
it muft be attained without new convulfions. It was, Imuft pro-
{efs, in a2 manner more mild and tranquil that I had hoped to con-
duét you, and uniting, for the public happinefs, the knowledge
and collefted will of the Reprefentatives of the nation ; but my
happinefs and my glory are not the lefs intimately dependant on
the fuccefs of your labars.

¢ Thele labors | have hitherta guardcd,by a continual vigilance,
from the unhappy influence of thole diftrefsful circumftances, in
the mid{t of which you havebeen placed.  The horrors of famine
which threateniedius laft year have been averted. The diforder
which the flate ofthe finances, the difcredit, the exceflive fcarce-
nefs of {pecie, and the radual decay of the revenue, ought natur-
ally to produce’; this diforder, or Teaft its excefs, has bitherto
been avoided. I have, notwithftanding the feeblenefs of the means
of authority, maintained the kingdom, not indeed in that perfeét
calm 1 could have wifhed; but ina flate of {ufficient tranquility to

receive the bleflings of a wife and well regulated liberty ; in fine;
notwithftanding our interior fituation, fo well known, notwith-
ftanding the ftorms which agitate other nations. I have preferved
peace abroad, and have kept up with all the powers of Europ:,
fuch terms of refpeét and friendfhip, as ought to render this peace
durable, J .

¢ After having thus preferved you from thofe adverfe circum-

ftances, which might fo eafily have thwarted your labors, I now
judge the momentis arrived, 1 which it imports the intereft of the
State, that I fhould affociate myfelf in a ftill more manifeft and
exprefs manner_to the execution of all that you have concerted
for the advantage of France. 1 canndt feize a better occafion of
doing fo than that in_which you prefent for my acceptation the
decrees defigned w eftablifh throughout the kingdom a new or-
ganization which is to have fo importantan influence on the prof-
perity of the Empire. J

1 will fecond, I will affift, by all the means in my power the
fuccefs of this vaft organization, on which depends, in my opin-
ion, the fafety of France ; and. I thiok it neceflary to declage to
you, that I too clearly fee the dangers of all kinds that furround
us, not te feel, that in the prefent difpofitions of men’s minds, and
i the prefent flate of public affairs, it 1s neccﬁar’y that the
new order of things fhould be eftablifhed with calmnefs apd tram-
quality, or that the kingdom muft be expofed to all the calamities
of anarchy.

¢ Let it be thoroughly underflood then, that the Monarch and
the Reprefentatives of the nation are-united in the _(nrne mtereﬁ,
in the fame will, to,the end that this opinion, this firm beliet
may {pread throughout the provinces a fpint ol peace and good
will, and that ell boneft and well meaning eitizens may take a
zealous part in the different fubdivifions of the general adminif-
tration, and efficacioufly concur in the re-eftablifhment of the or-
der and profperity of the kinﬁdnm. ;

“ We ought not to diffemble, that much is to be done before
We can arrive at the defired ¢nd.— An union of will, a conneétion
of defign are abfolutely neceffary to fuccefs. Continue them your
labors, with minds unwarped By any other motives or pallions
than for the public good ; Jet your firft attention be fixed on the
the public liberty ; but let it be alfo your care to {foften, to calm
all difiraft, all defpondency ; %
thole fcars which banifh fo great a number of her citizens from
France, an cffeét which at prefent exhibits a fad gontraﬂ with the
laws of liberty and fecurity you wifh to eftablifh.—Profperity
can only retarn with the general content, G

¢ A day will come—TI love to dwell on the idea—when all
Frenchmen will indiftinétively acknowledge the advantage of the

'

moft elevared rank in fociety, may be guided by,

put en end as foen as poflible to |

-

entire fupprelfion of the differences of order-and jank; whien !
{every oue will fee avithout pain, that to be cailed to ferve ther
State in any manner, it will be fufficient to render bimfelf re-
markable for his falents and his vartucs. 4

¢ Without . deubt they who have abandoned their pecuniary!
‘privileges; they who will no longer, as heretofore; form a-diftinct
order 1 the State; feel themfclves fubjected to: facrifices, the
whole importance of ‘which I well know'; but Iam alfo pe}[uzdxcd,f
that they will have the generofity of [pirit to feck an- indemnifi=
cation in all thofe advautagés which the eftablifhment of Nauonal
Aflemblies prefents to our view. :

¢ I will defend, I will ‘maiotain the conftitutional liberty <
I will do more and 1n concert wivh iy Queeny who-partakes of
my fentiments, I will.prepars. hetimes the mind of any fon® for’
the new order of things which circimftances have brought to pafs.
I will habituate bim from his infagey, to be happy in the happi=:
nefs of France, and to underftand, infpiteof the Janguage of flat="
terers, that a wile conftitution will preferve him from the dangers:
of inexperience, and that a juft libeity will give a new value 10
the fentiments of love aud ditachment whichthis nation has for
{o many ages teftificd 10 its Kings: -

¢ I canpot:doabt; but thatin fiaithing Your work; yow will
give ftrength to the executive power, withoot which no Aurable
order within, nor confideration abread, can be cRablithed.——No>
reafonable caufe of diftruft remains to withhold you : it 15, there!
fore your duty, as citizens and: faithful-Reprefentdtives of the na-
tion, to {ecure to. the State that flability which cari ouly be de-!
rived from an aétive and tutelacy. authority.—You fure will call
to mind, that without fuch an authority all the parts of your fyl=
tem of conflitatioh would remain without corre{pondence, - with="
out the neceflary Key-ftone:; yotr will not lofe fight of this greats
trath, that diforder 1 adminiltration, by producmga coulufion
of powers, degencratesinto the moft dangerous and alarming of
all tyrannies. S

“ Not for myfelf then, Gentlemen, but for the happinefls. of;
our country, for its profperity, forits power, I exhort yoli to cafb
off all thofe impreflions of the moment that may prevent you from
confidering, in onc_great whole; the exigencies of; fuch a king=
dom as France is, as well in its vail extent and immenie popula-
tion, as in its inevitable relations with, other States.

& By what fatality is it,, that at the mpment of a returning
calm, new troubles, new difturbances have arifen in the provin-
ces P By what fatality is it, that my people give themfelves up to
new exceffes ? Ah ! 1f they knew to what degree T.am made mi-
ferable, when 1 hear the news ot an unjuft attack on the fortupes,,
or 'of an aét of violence to the perfons of my fubjetts; they would
pcrh:\;)'s fpare me this bitter grief.

cannot {pcak to you of the great interefts of the State, with-
out preffing you . to apply yourfclves inftantly, and in a definitive,
mannef, to the re-eflablifhing order in the hoances, on which de-,
pends the tranquility of an innumerable multitude of citizens,

| who are united by the firifteft ties to the fartune of the State. - Te

is time to appeafe all thefeanxicties ; itistimeto conier on this!
kingdom that force and credit which is its due.
¢ May this dav, inwhich your,monarch comes to unite himfelf

| to you in the moft unreferved moanner, be a memorable epocha in
| the hiftory of this Empire. It will be fo, if my ardent vows, 1f

my prefling exhortations can be the fignal of pcace and. reconcile-
ments among you. May thole who yet hold back and withdraw
themfelves from a {pirit of concord which isanow become fo ne=

| ceffary, make a facrifice to mie of all thole récolle@ions which af~

fliét and torment them ; 1 will repay thiem by my acknowledg-
ments and my affe@ion.—Let us all profefls, reckoning from this
day, let us all (and I will give the example) profcls but onc opin-
ion, but one intereft; but one will, attachment to the rnew con-
ftitution and an ardent defire of the peace, the happidefs and the
profperity of France.”

'CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
TUESDAY, MARCH 30.

The propafition for affuming the flate debts under confideration.

R. Stone faid he bad mentioned on a former accafion that

New-York and Peainfylvania were become accountable ag
States for large fums, the former on account of confifcated cftates 5
the latter to the Penn family; the gentleman from Phi-
ladelphia had faid that that State has no idea of burdeaing the
union with that debt: He did not fuppole that thofe States had it
in coritemnlation to transfer them to the United States ; but if the
ereditors prefer the funds of the United States to thofe of the in-
dividual governments, they can place their demands on a conti=
nental eftablifhment, nor cau the State prevent it. It had been faid,’
that debts of this defcription were not confidered by the Secretary
in his cftimate of the amount of the State debts; this affords ad-
ditional firength to the argument ageinft \affuming, which  arifes
from the urrcertainty of the amount which we may have to provide
tunds for ; itis evident in this way the State debts may be en-
creafed to an enormous amount,

Mr. Lawrance obferved that it was doubted whether the
accounits between the feveral States would ever be adjufted, and
this formed a principal obje€ion to the affumption of the State
debts. He requefted gentlemen; who had thele doubts, to con=
fider what had been dong by the late and prefent government to
effeét this bufinefs ; that a board of commiflioners, with very cx-
tenfive powers; had beenereéted ; thofe commiflioners had been
recognized by the prefent government ; provifion had been made
for their pay, and the pay of their clerks, and an addition to. the
pay of the latter had been agreed on byithe hoafe of feprefenta-
tives.  The amendment to the prefent propofition; propofed by a

entleman from Virginia, and adopted by the committee, premi-
ed that effe@tual provifion fhould be made for liquidating and fet-
tling thefe accounts : fo.that if thofe already adopted; and which
were now in operation; were not fufficient; adequate and proper
mealures tor the purpole -would, it was highly probable, be a-
greed on:  Really believing thay thefe accounts would finally be
adjufted, he could not difcern that any injuftice could be done
by theaflumption, becaufe the {um affumied was to be charged to
the State, and would be fet off againit claims of the State for the
expenditures during the war, cithet for general or particular de-
fenge. :

He further obferved, that he confidered the evidences of claims
in pocflion of individuals were founded on fuch expenditures of
monies and fupplics furnifhed, as the States would- eventually be
credited for ; and although there was an incquality in thefe debts
at prefent, yet a final liquidation would do juftice to all. In the
intermediate time, he fuppofed it would be a meafure founded in
juftice and fourid policy to affume thefe demands, which were li-
quidated by the States, and which were poffefled by individuals,
becaule there was no folid diftinétion between them and thofe

—
‘s

whigh they poffefled as claims againft the union ; as the former
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