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of the army and the common defence againft the common enemy ;
it would be in my opinion like the feparating man and wite, or
like amputating limbs from the body; I cannot fee where the
found part ends, and the gan;‘“cna, which is to be cut off, begins.

Mr. Bland hoped he had fatisfied his colleagues and.(hc houfe
that his vote onthis occalion was ‘not theceffett of caprice or fin-
gularity, bit was founded on principle, both as it related to the:
general good and the good of the ftate from whence he came, and
that he would be juftified in voting that the alflumption of the ftate
debts, fo far as it' went to that incurred during the war for the ge-
neral defence, fhould take place. He faid he difliked long fpeech-
es, and fhould not have troubled the houfe on this occafion fo long
had he ot been fully convinced in his own mind and conceived
him{elf called upfrom the peculiar predicament he ftood in,in dif-
fering from all his colleagues in opinion on a matter of fo much
moment to the union and to the flate of Virginia.

‘Mr. Burke faid he had a few obfervations to offer to the com-
mittee, inorder to fatisfy fome gentlemen whofe:principal objec-
tions to the affumption of the State debts were the 8. C. frigate
and the Penobicot expedition ; thefe two objeétions remaining to
be moved away, it feems, as a fort of rubbifh, before we can lay
the foundation. When the fubjc&' of the State debts was formerly
befare the committee of the whole, Mr. Burke was {orry he omit-
ted to enter into the hiffory of the tranfa&ions relating to the fri-
gate, not thinking that gentlemen would avail themfelves of that
affair to embarrafs the meafure of affumption.” He begged the
indulgence of the committee while he gave a detail of it, as he
had no-doubt of giving fuch a fatisfaétory account as would con-
vinee the committee that thg motives and reafons of that bufinefs
flowed from pure patriotic principles, and principles conneéted
with the general interefts of the Union.  There is not a gentleman
on the floor who is a ftranger to the  feeble fituation of our State,
‘when we entered into the war to oppofe the Britith power: We
‘were not only without money, without an army. of military ftores,
but we were_few in number, and we were likely to be entangled
with our domeftics in cafe the enemy invaded us. When the
Britifh fleet and armyartived on our coaftsin 1776, fo {mall was our
quantity of powder that we could not truft but a very little part
of it in;ou-Mouhrie, the firft poftin front of the enemy—a pre-
<caution very fortunate to them, for had the garrifon had a fuf-

ficiency of powder, thhus'li that aufpicious d?’ the Britith thips
muft have left their bones in the channel.  And as to the article
of lead, itisafa&t which has never been related, that the citizens
of Charlefton were called on, and did altually furnifh the lead
ufed in their window-fhutters ; fuch was the defperate fituation
for want of ftores:  As to fmall arms, thofe of the regular troops
‘were generally indifferént, and thé militia were miferably armed.
The adminiftration, however, made every cffort, inthe years1776
and 1777, and fpared no ga‘czcncg-to obtain thofe articles of de-
fence from Europe and the Welt-Indies : but fo guarded and lined
were our coafts with Britith Cruizers, that our attempts often pro-
ved vain ; many veffels with thofe articles on board were captured,
often in fight o the town, and the few efcaping had to run the
gauntlet through the enemy’s fires, In the Ja.ier end of 1775 (1
think it was) a Mr: Galvan prevailed on our government to em-
ploy him to go to France for arms : he went accordingly, charged
witﬁ this commiflion, and with produce to purchafe them. He
returned with thofa arms. - Whether he was impofed on in the
contraét, or not, we couldnottell ; but moft of them burft in
proving them. The whole importation was not, I belreve, worth
one farthing for fubftantial ufe.

" In15%8 our circumftances, for want of the means of defending
ourfelves, were truly wretched; and we had rumours and reafon
to exveft that our fituation would againinvite the enemy to invade
us. The means of procuring military ftores and cloathing for our

ftanding forces, or for the militia when called out, was' an obje&t

of fuch magnitude as to accupy the attention of the patriots of that
<ountry, and finally !he'mins of the legiflature, who, taking into
<onfideration the wantof all kinds of neceflaries requifite for onr
{ituation, viewing the unfortdnate di intments met with hy
our {mall veffels falling into the hands of the enemy’s cruifing fri-
‘gates: our legiflature, in that year, refolved upon a bold euter-
prifing ‘attempt to furnith the country with fupplies. = This
attempt was to purchafe in ‘Europe, and equip for fea, three
trigates, whofe umited efforts might give usa greater chance of
their reaching our coafts in fafety.
ang 5 butit was {uch a one as was worthy of @Hant men, contend-
ing for Jiberty. = And here I have to make one obfervation ref-
pe&ing the State I'belong to—I'have not the honor of being a na-
tive of it} fo that T fhall not be charged with vanity or oftentation
~~Such was the native generofity of that people, that they thought
no expence .too great ; fuch their gallantry and fpirit of enter-
prize, that though comparatively few 1 number, yet they ‘deem-
ed nodanger or undertaking too arduous for them in the common
caufe, Forthe bufinefs of the frigates they provided the enormous
{um of upwards of 0,000l fterling ; and to go to Europe, to make
“the purchafe and take the command of them, they appointed a gen-
tleman, Commodore Gillon, who, befides his being an able fea-
man, poflefled bravery and talents. - Indigo was purchafed. and
fhipped to France for that purpofe ; but a misfortune foon pre-
fented itfclf, which proved the fource of all the embarralfments
which that gentleman had to contend with in Europe, and of all
the trouble and expemnce afterwards attending the frigate South-
Carolina.
The veflel in which a great part of the indigo was thipped, was
amanned with Britith feamen, picked up as thev could be got in
our neceflity ; they mutinied at fea and the veffel and cargo, which
they conduéted into England; was thereward of their treachery,
under Britith encouragement.  Congrefs, about the commence-
ment of the war, by way of retaliation, gave a (imilar incentive to
Britifh feamen to run away with Briti[ﬁ Weft-India fhips, into
the ports of the Continent, which they often did, and relieved
our wants of Weft-India produce. Deftitute of feamen we were
«obliged to employ men  whofe perfidioufnels was felt by their
friends and enemies. I mention it as a fpecimen of the honeft
«frankne s and integrity of Britifh tars, often boafted of.
Commodore Gillon met with every difficulty and embarrafl-
‘ment. It became impraéticable for him to execute his commiflion
fully ; but well knowing the fervent zeal and expeation of the
country he ferved, refpeéting the bufinefs be came upon, he deter-
«mined to procure and equip-a veflel of force, : Ashe was deftitute
-of the refources fufficient for the purchafc, .and as the credit of a
State, hable to the calamities of a defperate war, muft have been
at a low ebb, an honorable member now of the Senate (Mr, Izard)
being then in Europe, warm with a patriotic zeal to promote the
A{érvice of hiscountry, advanced his perfonal credit, which Com-
modore Gillon alfo did; for the purchafe and equipment of the fri-
grate South-Carolina.  Thofe gentlemen, at that day, not only be-
lieved they were taking a meafure which would be acceptable to
their countrymen, but theythought they were doing what was
wife and expedient for the public fervice, or they never would
have embarked their private fortunes in it as they did. = The thip
putting to fea made feveral prizes, and fo far performed fervice by
diftrefling'the common enemy. At the Havannah fhe was em-
ployed by the Spanifth government to cover the expedition againft
-New=Providence, a place which the Commodore his officers arid
«crew were chiefly inftrumental in reducing. Any profit arifing
irom thofe fervices we are willing to account for,
Sa'the bufinefs of ‘that frigate had its fource in the generous

_bireafts of ur countrymen, in their honelt warm fervor, tor the

Jiberties and independence of the United States.

Inorderto put arms into the handsof our citizens, to fupply
«lgathing, powdcr.aand other military ftores, to put us on a foot-
sng with our eneny, fhould they again invade us; and to redeem
ws from themiferable defencelefs fitnation we were plunged in in
shie beginning of 1758,

Mr. Burke added afew other obfervations, and concluded by
apologizitig to theeommittee for having trefpaifed on their time,
He hod other things to advance; but would ftop for the prefent,

It was an fardnous undertak-
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and referve himfelf for another occafion to fhew the policy and
juftice of affuming the State debts. i 3 4
Mr. Jackfon replied to Mr. 'Bland. and Mr. Burke. ~Although

heconceived the fubjeét matter,: pe&ini.‘f-gor% %ei tothe
point before the committee, yet, as it had been brought forw a‘rd,j
hz thought himf{elf called on to perform his duty by a repl 4

The gentleman (Mr. Bland) had declared Geargia to-have fuck-
ed the life’s blood of Virgimia, but that fhe had not afted as a du-
tiful child in return. He did not know that Georgia wasto do as
{he was bid ; but admitting the force of what the gentleman had
advanced, and that Virginia was the mother of Gceorgia, fill
Georgia could not be caﬁed an undutiful daughter ; for the re-
prefentatives of the State of Georgia were of the fame opinion with
the body of the reprefentatives of Virginia, on the fubjeét of the
affumption of the State debts.

The gentleman had brought forward eftimates of debts and the
loffes of their refpettive States, If theloflcs of Georgia were to
be compared, thofe of Virginia, or any other State, would be
comparatively fmail. =~ Not to enumerate others, the loffes of the
whole crops of rice, indigo, and corn, &c. of that State for the
years 1778, 1779, 1780, 1781, and 1782, would far overbalance
any eftimate which could be produced ; and the 16fs of fo many
crops was an inftance whichcould not be equalled by any State in
the union. : E

Mr. Jackfon then added a few words in reply to Mr. ‘Burke,
and concluded by obferving that hé”was fill againft the affump-
tion, nordid he think the houfe bound for it ; the exertions of
the different States has been ‘z:qual; the houfe had only pledged
itfelf for a provifion for the debts of the union,, and that he hoped
would take place. To be continued.

FOR THE GAZETTE OF THE UNITED STATES,
MR. :

MR.' FENNO, " /" uk
AMONG the various phanomena which now and then make their ap-

earance, none has ever flyack my mind [o forcibly as ‘the prefent |
politiz'fl phanomenon which lltr{’ejc&i:z of lhcj‘l déSU PTION zflu'b/;u.
Could any thing add to the afionifkment which it. has excited, it would be
the very extraordinary reafons; which oftenfibly occafioned it.

Had a flate demagogue, apprehenfive of lofing his influence ina flate
affembly, endeavored to alarm the members with the terrors of a too-poww-
erful &n refs, and to fer:/iade them that the public welfare depended
upon exalting the flate legiflatures and (cprzﬁn the national one, while
we pitied the weaknefs qf perfons who were biafled by fuch reafoming, we
fiould “not be furprifed at_ finding it mplo_)-r by thofe whofe purpofes it
anfwered ; but that Jimilar arguments \fhould be adduced in a'certain
great-aflembly, by gentlemen b/pm'al[x appointed to adminifler the nation-
al government, feletled fot that puyg[: rom the mafs of the people, and
under the obligation of every facred e to pratect it againft cuery attack
which _might prevent its operaling for the general goody is to me moft un-
accountable. ~ Are there not in the - Jeveral States men in abundance whofe
expellations ars tonfined to.a featin the flate legiflature,and whofor that
reafon alone will gladly émbrace every opportunity of thwarting the mea-
Jures.of the general government 2. Areithere not in cvery part of the con-
tinent enemies to the Cor;/li(y!ion who will eagerly grafp at every occur-
rence which-may turn to their advantage # Nay, are there not in the very
bz/nm of this country, men who deteft the American people, who ﬁcim at
the fight:of our growing profperity, whofe'breafls flill yankle:with drfup-
pointment, and rage at our.glarious independence, and who yet;remember
that we were,once part of the Britifh empre £ Is it forgotton that we are |
encompaffed with foes, that Great Britain holds our pofis and refufes to
deliver them up ; ‘that her civil ?‘:e‘r‘: are now making encroachments on
our. frontiers, and wviolating the rights of jurifdicizon of @ refpettable
Jate ; that while we may be tnvolved in hoflilities in the North and in the
Eafl, in confequence of thefe roceedings, a very %l,oany and_lowering at-
lﬂ/m’e /mfm itfelf to the South, and to the Wefi—is mot the fituation -
9 ia alone fufficrent to am/[c our attention and excite'our alarms 2

eor,
mbraiid with the Creeks in a fierce and vindilive war, notlikely to ter-
minate but by the deflrultion of one or the other people— Jhe 15 now em-
brotling her feif with her Britifh creditar e debts jhe confifcated dur-)
ing the war by a law which been lon, ete, but which has been!
recently calle/ into allive operation, anj ould Great Britain confider!
this an infraclion of the treaty, the confequences may be readily anticipa-|
ted ; what then will be the deplorable fituation of that unfortunate Jlate 2
Attacked in the rear by the Creeks, (who it is well known are fupported
by Spain ) her ve{ﬁ/.r and produce [eized in the ports of Great-Britain in
retaliation for the confifcation ':fl/;é'de'ﬂu duc to its fubjeéls ; She will
laud/y call on Congrefs for protection, and proteftion Jhe will undoubtedly'
be entitled to : Should Con refs withhold it, Georgia muft be utterly and
compleatly ruined : Shoul (angref; a]ord i, we are immediately invol-
ved in @ war with Great Britain, Spain, and the Crecks. Thefe are fer-
1ous confiderations, and fhould make fome im reffion on. the minds of our
avilrulers ! What affiflance are we to expeld from abroad # None : Qur
allies are not in"a condition to q?’ani us any: We my depend on our
own j)rmglln alone 5 bu? what will that avail, difunited ds we are, pull-
tng in different direlions, and tear»;‘g’ the machine to preces, inflead o
drawing at forward ! Nor is.this all we have to contend with, the fitua-
tion of Rhode Ifland, -tho in itfelf not very alarming. vet, as.conne@ed
with other circumflances, may well ju/hj{ difagreeable apprehenfions.
The enmity of that State will confiderably in jure the revenue : She will be
aneft o }{nug lers : Her pofition is admirably calculated toen fure wealth
and fafety to.thofe who may engage in that profitable fpeculation, and the
precautions which the government may refort to for the proteltion of the
revenue will probably coft a larger fum than will be obtained  from them,

Such being then the precarioufnefs of our fituation, haying ample caufe
of unea nc[;‘ from a view of the Nort Weftern pofts, the contentions about
the Eaflern limits, Vermont, the Weflern country, the Indians in cver
quarter, and the Creek nation more particularly, Rhode Ifland, the Bri-
tifk and Spanifh empires, and the commotions in Georgia, each of which
ought alone to caufe fome anxicty; but all of which combined fhould excite
the greateft apprehenfions, and Promote the utmofl harmony in the govern-
ment, having nothing to depend on'but out own refources, which will be
ineffectual without unanimty : Ought we not to execrate thofe, who un-
der the fanllified garb of liberty are z fowing the feeds of dif-union, that we
may become a preyto the firft invader.

Say, myfel ow citizens, 15 this a timeto cripple the national government
when all its firength is neceffary for our protection 2 Is this what you
expected from thefe who were delegated to adminifler it 2 At a time when
a hoft of furrounding dangers fhouldprefs the States into the moft compalt
union, would he be your friend who fhould promote difunion, and anarchy,
by warning the States to be jealous of “the government, - to fufpelt its mo-
tionsy'to arreft its progrefs, and toftrip at of its firengthand refources
Say rather, fuch @ man would be wholly fwayed by fome little grovelling
intercfly infiead of expanding his mind fo embrace the great objelts of the
JSederal government : He would be hankering after popularity at home,
Srightened at rl:;/?mdow of fome flate demagogue, an [fecuring another
clection by gratifying the Jlate prejudices of @ few conflituents, whofe fi-
tuation :{ifqualgﬁ);a' them from forﬁ{ezin g the miferies attenidant on @ vote
at which their ignorance might induce them to rejoice.

I fincerely hope my fears are imaginary, and that there is not jn our
caunu‘[; any perfon of that de eription.  Should however any Juch perfon
offer himfelf to you as acandidate at the approaching eleétion, tell him
my fellow citizens, that his mind is too little, his merves too weahy Kis'
ideas too contraéled, his views too narrow, to jullify your Placing him in
t‘_l:freqt council of the nation ; advife him_to confine his.abilities to the
little circle ;[d corporation, of at furtheft to a jiate affembly, where he
may give full fcope tohis rhetorical powers, and pleafe all his conflituents,
without doing any injury to the other States : Should he however By the
Jmoothnefs of his tongue,and the plaufibility of his manners overcome your

7epugnance, or fhould your vanity be gratified in being reprefenced by a
man of brilliant talents, remember that you will be anfwerable for all the
can[eiuencu ; and be affured, that notenthflanding a man may be poffefed

of fplendid abilities or extraordinary eloguence,. yet if he carries into

Lung(rﬁﬂarc interefls, and lﬁi.’w'a/ﬁrejudzca, and_carnot in national
queflions fon!emp_[af( the good of the whole, fuch a man will be a curfz to
[/I.t people, and his abilities an c/oyumce will only contribute to make
him more dangerous than ke otherwrfe would be,

1 have been drawn into thefe obferuvations by a con

' . fideration of the pre-
[fent awful crifis, which threatens the veryexiflence of roripd ¥

a government twhich

was the [qﬂ rcfu e of the American patriot and wh;, . .
menced im:ar:eé. .leze yiolmt dimpﬁon i;; the H, q“j‘f;f _arcel_y com- h
tional fl‘flfl'ﬂ'h which has been once decided in the o, g";‘ na-
in the negative by fmall majorities, and the uncertainty ’:’: once
cifion are ‘n’rcd ances which muft dgpuj} the [pirit, ﬂff:':n::-

s

while they prefent-a fubjett of joy fo our enemies.

that wlzi/: {here ap‘b{;rf (frb{u'J']he debates which I:a:f b::.h;;;‘v ¢r hope ¥
much juftice, policy, fairnefs, equity, liberality, and federai; ‘d)ﬁ
Jideyand fo much flate intereft, partiality and injuftice on'the 2 e
the reafon, good fenfe, and virtue of the ma jority will triumph, g, 4’ i
fome ilan of accommodation will be deviﬁj, which at the ﬁ,.’, "Mt
it will remove any real objeition which might hage

ure, will reflore harmonyto the States, and lay g}, : 2
{ndit and national profperity. A FRI T,v‘en/‘i;dg’lan of public

- FOR THE GAZETTE OF THKUMEQW .
MR. FENNO, : EALRA s

I fend you the extrall of a letter, which'you will piblify; ttining g |
more particular and authentic account than has hitherto ¢pp£¢u‘ ,;&‘

REVOLUTION IN THE BELqic”jg; '

Extrall of a letter from a gentleman in Bruffels, to
%445 jI;kw-Yfrl, dated Dec. !5,-': I
OU are fenfible Sir that bickerings and a:g,;.&.‘
and fobfifted for feveral years between the' Be)
and the emperor, which int year 1787 induced
arm and difcipline themlelves under the title of volugte
in one inftance Lhe{ came to blbws With the b
veral people Were killed in the grand place in tE:."Ei! ‘
_patriots were quelled for the moment; their affairs were n
The beginning of laft fummer, their leader, M, Van,
and the committee of the provinces affembled in the B
Breda, where their deliberations could not be interrup
Auftrian government, and from this place they corref
the patriots in the different provinces. They collefted 2
men as poffible to form an army, butin fo fecret 3 manger g
they condu@ their bufinefs, that the; ave no credicen
the accounts which were daily cirmlated..lbrmg‘!b‘ e |
they affe&ted to call them the army in the moon ; the army .
naire, and however this army in the moon defcended E
zed the fort ot Lillo, where ‘they found a ﬁv)ein;
fmall arms ; the panic of the government was W” :
the gates of Bruffels were fhut, the inhabitants difarm , 6o
fons of the firft rank and confequence im [ifongd’ all_clubsand
focicties prohibited from meeting, ‘and the ftreets brgkenipro |
form barriers and ditches all over the city; the cannor |
ced upon the ramparts, and the garrifon confifting of
five thoufand men._ conflantly em loyed. in repairing Ea: |
and four thoufand men colleéted ?r‘om;ht_:"iﬂ'er_ ofts
a flying camp, and marched up and down the country, |
command of General Schroeder, ORNUINERS
Thus we continued feveral wecks, till at laft Sehto
the fmall town of Tournhout, witho‘ut:haying duly examiged i
and was attacked from all fides, from the cellars, the windoy
the roofs, from mills and from'churclfélby%he inhabit
loft 600 men and five piecés of carmon, and was himf 3
He made a fhameful retreat or'rather flight, and notwi ‘
the hurty, fo alert were his foldiers at pill . they plunderedfe-
inhabitants onen

v

veral houfes, where they maffacred jhgm?:
and children, to the number of 40, which was
onthe fide of the patriots. UM 99

After this defeat they marched to Ghent and
{on under the command of General D’Arbe
{cene was exhibited, but as you will fee it d
Jet, I'thall pafs it over with ‘only faying T Belies
be very juft, and come to'the affair of B
been a witnefs. i Jsosiiie

Whether from a convition in the go
purfuing a wrong mode wié: the rdple,,,
confequence of orders from Vienna is not kn
ning of this month the gates were fet open, ‘the peop : Wer
formed theirarms would be returned upon applicatic  {few!
ever applied) and this was followed by the: 1 of '
and the difcharge of the 60 perfons wzo had confined,

The people were cxafperated to madnefs by the info
foldiery, which was neither checked nor ‘punithed
who commanded them, he had given out: that
for a three months fiege, and that he was determined to.
and. if at laft he fhould be. obliged to leave the place, he yald
Kield it to plunder and reduce 1t to afhes ; nothing b

c expeted from this favage, who fome yearsago'co

Wallachia, where he deftroyed the poor wretcheswit
and hung fome hundreds of the firk nobility ;i
thirty at a time upon the fame tree,, with t any forn
for this and other proofs of his ferocity he was fent b
cede General Murray who old Kaunitz thought wist
but as cowardice is the infe arable companion
Dalton has proved that he poffeffed the one infas
the other, as willappear from what I fhall a
depend upon' being the real truth of the mat
vernment began to relax in their feverities, 'to open
m(;)vle “tlh; barriers, return the arms and releafe the pr
publifh humiliating placarts two or three ina day; the
ceived that they hacgl found :hcir mi&q,ﬂa;d w,énu
of the confequences, and thofe meafures inftead o
fe€t expefied, operated quite differently upon
ferved to convince ‘them of the weaknefs and fear of the g
ment, and gave them a proper idea. of their own ftrenjgth, L
added to what they felt before prepared them for the event wii
was to follow. s e

It isufual on Thurfdays to perform grand mafs at the pri
pal church called St. Gudule, and mol%r of the city go the
that day to perform their devotions; it happened the te
cember was Thurfday, and after mafs a perfon took a
from his pocket, and putting it upon a ftick held isn p
Ple, they took the hint, it {pread like wildfire, and b
nota perfon was to- be feen without ove. = However e
remained quiet, Dalton fired his alafm guns, and put!
under arms, and thus they coatinued till four o’clock n¢
. when the people affembled. from all- quarters to take #0
of cannon from the main guard, which was on the grat
this guard confifted of 100 men under the command of
ad two fubs—there are feven flreets that come into |
place, the patriots had by this time colleéted about two
people armed, but without order or command, and
clock the attack commenced, the two pieces of caonon w
ed alternately at each of thofe feven fht eets, not with.
thing that is ufual, but with rivits, nails, old iron, brokes
tles, &c. &c. and the foldiers fired much the fame fuff f nt
mufkets, which i proved by the cartridges found in their b
many ot which 1 have feen. The firing contipued feven.
without 2 moments intermiffion, when Dalton having:
truce with the Baron Vanderhagen (who was called upond
the night by the patriots to command them) for the pu g}
three hundred men to bring off the guard, which they-<did al
twa o’clock in the morning, the firing then ceafed and all thing
were quiet —About 10 o’clock the 1ath, Dalton baving drawna®
his troops together upon the {quare called the place RQ:Y,'} !
pofed to quit the town, provided the Patriots, who were now pt
paring to attack him,would engage to let him depart in peace
while his officers were negociating with Mr. Vanderhagen ar
committee, the panic came ftronger upon him, and he wer
fuddenly towards Namur, {o that when the officers returned to
place Royale they found it void ; and as foon as the troops pa:
the gate the defertions commenced, and before the next nigh
half of his army were returned to Bruffels who were kin
ceived.—Thus ended all the threats of Richard Sans Peury

ha

name his parifites had given him ; the remains of his.
12,00 men moftly Germans got to Luxembourg but
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