war, with all her flaves, Lackward in fer refiftance t3 Great-

Britain ? View the condu of her citizens, their zeal andardor in

the canfe of liberty ; their valor at Fort Sullivan. Afre crimes
snore frequent in that country than in the other States ? Are there
more executions ? I believe there have been as few as™ in any part
of the continent, and thofe which have taken place have been ge-
nerally of emigrant convifts or fugitive wheelbarrow” men ; he
would be bold to affert that 1n no State on the continent was there.
more order, fobricty and obedience to good government ; more
induftry and frugality ; nor was there any trace of the influence
af flavery on the charatter of her citizens.

The French fo far from curbing and cramping the African trade
with needlefs regulations, give large premiums upon every ne-
gro landed on their iflands ; in fome mftances as much as 200 hi-
vres per head.  Is that nation more debafed than others ? Are
ihey not a polifhed people, {enfible of the rights of mankind, and
aétuated by proper fentiments of humanity ? The Spaniards en-
courage flavery ; they are people of the niceft honor, proverbially
{0. The Romansand Greeks had flaves, and are not their glorious
atchievements held up as incitements to great and magnanimous
alions ?Sparta teemed with flaves at the time of her greateft fame
as a valiant republic. The abfolute powerof the Lacedemonians
over the Helotes is frequently fpoken of by the ancient writers ;
they were not only the flaves of the commonwealth, but of every
1ndividual, they could not be fet at liberty, neither could they be
{old ; hence arofe a faying, that a free man at Sparta was moft a free
man, and a {lave moft a flave.

The fyftem of the Roman policy with regard to flavery was fill

Tnore fevere : Slaves were not even under the ‘proteftion of the
Jaws ; they were confidered asthings, inter res. A malter merely
#rom caprice might torture, difmember, and even murder his
flave. Ifaflavedid any damage exceeding his value, he was de-
livered to the perfon injured, who did with him what he pleafed.
Yet thefe flaves were of the {ame color as their mafters, and equal
0 them in mental faculties ; many of them were men of great
learning, philofophers, poets, &c. Much had been faid of the cru-
el treatment of lrzves in the Wefl-Indies and the Southern States;
with refpeét to the latter, he denied the fa&t from experience and
accurate information, and Delieved in his confcience that the
{laves in South-Carolina were a happier people than the lower or-
der of whites in many countries he had vifited. With regard to
the Weft-Indies, Lord Rodncy and Admiral Barrington had both
declared that they had fpent fome time in the Weft-Indies, and
that they had never heard of a negro being cruelly treated ; that
they had often fpoken of their happinefs in high cerms, declaring
that they fhould rejoice exceedingly if the Englith day-labourer
‘was half as happy.—Some have faid that flavery was unneceflary :
fo far from it that feveral effential manufa@ures depended on it.
Indigo, cochincal and various other dying materials, which were
the produce of the Weft-Indies could only be raifed by flaves :
the great ftaple commodities of the South would be annihilatcd
without the labor of flaves.—It. was well known that when the
African {laves were brought to the coaft for fale, it was cuftomary,
to put to death all thofe who were not {old ; theabolition of the
{lave trade would therefore canfe the maffacre of the people.

The cruel mode of tran{portation was another motive to this
abolition ; but it was to be prefumed that the merchants would fo
far attend to their own interefts as to preferve the lives and the
health of the (laves on the paflage—all yoyages muft be attended
with inconveniencies, and thofe from Africato America, not more
than others. As to their confinement on board, it was no more
than was neceffary; as to the fmalinefs of fpace alloted them, it
‘was more than was allowed to foldiers in a camp ; for the mea-
furement of cubical air breathed by the Africans compared with
that of foldiersin a camp, wasin favor of the former as thirty fo
feventeen ; it was full as much as was allotted in fhips of war to
feamen who by the laws of England were frequently on their re-
turnto their families after a long and dangerous voyage, {eized by
violence, hurried away by a prefs-gang, and forced on another
voyage more tedious and perilous than the firft to a hot and fickly
climate, where {cveral hundreds of them were ftowed away in the
hold of aveffel. Tn cafes of difobedience the Captain had a right
for flight offences, to infliét on them corporal punifhment without
the intervention of a court martial, and in other cafes they are pun-
ifhable by very feverelaws, executed by martial courts, eftablithed
for that purpofe. The fame may be obferved of the foldiers, who
were frequently flogged feverely for trifling offences ; inftances
have been known of their being put under the care of a furgeon,
after receiving a fmall part of the intended flagellation, to rcfit
them for the refidue, \

Having thus removed the force of the obfervations which have
been advanced againft the toleration of flavery by a mifguided and
misinformed humanity, I fhall only add, that 1 difapprove of the
whole of the report ; becaufe it either RRates fome power fufficient-
1y exprefled in the conftitution which is unnecelfary, or it fets
forth fome power which 1 am clear Congrefs don’t poffefs. The
concluding paragraph is an extraordinary one. In what mode
are the memorialifts to be informed of our humane difpofitions ?

Are weto [end a fpecialcommittee to inform them ? OristheSpeak- |

er to write them aletter, or the Serjeantat Arms with the mace to
wait on them ? In thort, Mr. Chairman, the whole of this bufi-
nefs has been wrong from begining to end, and as one falfe ftep
generally leads to others, fo has the hafty commitment of thefe
memorials involved us in all this confufion and embarraffment.
I hope therefore if any kind of report is agreed to, it will be
fomething like that propofed by my colleague.

SATURDAY, APRIL ro.

The bill providing for the punifhment of certain crimes againt

the United States, was read the third time, and paffed to be |

enaéted.

The report of the Secretary of the Treafury on the memorial of |
the Baron dé Steuben, was read the fecond time, and made the |

order of the day for next Monday week.

A meflage was received from the Prefident of the United States,
by his Secretary, informing the houfe that the act for the en-
couragement of ufeful arts has reccived his alfent,

The order of the day on the bill to regulate trade and inter-
courfe with the Indian tribes, being called for, the houfe went in-
to a committee of the whole—the bill was read.

Mr. Scor offered a few general pbfervations on the fubjet, and
-alter pointing out the importance of compctent regulations to fe-
cure the peace of the frontiers, and to imprefs the minds of the
Tndians with friendly fentiments towardsthe people of the United
States, faid, that to effe& thefe important objeéts great care and
information are neceflary in order to forming an adequate {yf-
tem—the bill'did not come up to his ideas fully—he sherefore
fuggefted the propricty of fending the bill to the fenate—who not

being crowded with bufinefs jult now, would have time to form |

a more perfeét plan, than the houfe has time to.

A motion was made that the committee fhould rife, but this
being objeéted to, the motion was withdrawn.

The firft paragraph in the bill provides for the appointment of
a fuperiatendant who is to be a military officer.

It was moved that the claufe which contains this reftrition
Ahould be ftrack out.

The motion was fupported by the following obfervations: It
was faid to infringe the power of the Prefident, and in that ~iew
is unconftitutional—that it may countera& the effential interelts of
the pcoch, by precluding the Prefidéat from appointing perhaps
the moft proper charadter in the United States. That perfons in
civil life may be found fully competent to the bufinefs, many
fuch poflefs a perfeft knowledge ot Indian affairs. The military
duty of an officer is fufficient to engage his attention=but t}visbill
will convert him into a mere tragcr and {peculator. Further it
was faid, that it blended the civil and military charafers whiich is
unconftitutional. :

e e —— -
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In obje@ion to the mation it was obferved that a miligary cha-
ratter is the moft fuitable, being amenable to a court magua[, and
therefore the moft eafily called to account, that !hciz will proba-
bly have the greateft influence with the Indians. 'As to the con-
fitutionality of the queftion, it is cvident thatthe Prefident and
Senate are reftricted 1 their appointments of officers to feveral o-
ther departments. The Attorney General mult be a perfon learn-
ed in the Jaw, or, in other words a lawyer, &c. ?nd as 1t is not
to be expetted that any perfon would be contented to go and re-
fide in the Indian country, who is debarred from carrying on all
commerce asis contemplated by the bill, it follows that mihitary
officers are the only proper charaéers to be appointed.
Mr. Scott propoféd a full fubftitute for the claufe under debate
which induced a motion for the commitice to rife and report pro-
grefs, which motion was car ried in the afirmative,
Mr. Fitzfimons then mioved that the committee of the whole
fhould be difcharged from any further confideration of the bill,
and that it be recommitted to a Tele& commitiec—after confidera-
ble debate this motion was negatived. ;
Mr. Benfon propofed a refolution in lieu of that offered yefter-
day by Mr. Smith of South-Carolina for appoioting a committee
to afcertain the time when the Prefident, Vice-Prehideat, Senate
and Reprefentatives commenced theirrefpeétive offices, ¢te.
Mr. Livermore objefted to the appointment of any committee,
he faid every gentleman may f{atisfy him{elf bylooking at his com-
miffion. It we choofe fuch a committee, 1 will be thought that
our defign is to protraét our exifterge as the long parliament did.

Other gentlemen alfo objcﬁ@di‘: . ]
Mr. Benfon and Mr. Smith of South-Carolina explained their

motives in bringing forward the motion, dfferent fentiments were
entertained, fome fuppofed the two years commenced in Decem-
ber others in March, Some gentlemen’s commffions are dated
alter March. Various opinions are entertained on the fubjeét,
and to prevent confufion, it appears neceffary that Congrels fhould

decide the matter—no other'body is competent to it.

Mr. Burkeand Mr. Williamfon {pake againft the motion,
Mr. Sedgwick was in favor of the réfolution forappointing a
committee. o

Mr. Gerry moved a refolutiou a little different from' the laft.
The difcuflion was not finithed when the houfe adjourned.

MONDAY, APRIL r2.
Thecommittee of conference on the difagree-
ment between the two houfes refpecting an amend-
ment propofed by the Senate, to the bill for the
remiffion offines, penaltiésand forfeituresin cer-
tain cafes, having come to no accommodation as
ftated in our laft. It was moved, that the houfe
fhould adhere to their difagreement.

This motion oecafioned fome debate. The vote
being taken it was carried inthe affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Lawrance, the Houfe went
into a committee of the'whole on the report of
the Secretaryof the Treafury, for making provi
fion for the fupport of the public credit.

The propofition for the aflumption of the State
debts was read. | :

Mr. SuerymaN obferved that the making pro-
vifion for the fupport of the public credit, is an
obje& ofthe greateft importance. He was forry
that the committee appeared to be fo much divi-
ded on' the fubject.

The friends of the government were very ge-
nerally concerned in effectual provifions’ being
made for the paymentof the public debts-—and the
people in general he coeived were very much
interefted in the decifions that fhall take place.

He thén ‘entered into aconfideration of the af-
fumption' of the State debts, and recapitulated
the moft' important obfervations in favor of the
meafute that had been made in the former dif-
cuffion ‘of this bufinefs. He noticed particularly
the'objections that had béen urged from the im-
probability of the accounts between the 'United
States and individual States being ever fertled.—
Hefaid if the accountsaré never to be fettled, this
is as'ftrong a reafon as'can be urged in favor of
afluming thofe debts, which had been contracted
for the general defence. ' He could conceive of
no différence between debts, all of which had been

contracted for the fame purpofes. ' Ifthe aceennts
| are not to be fettled, juftice feems to requirethat
/| the debrs fhould be made a general charge, and
/| the whole mafs paid out of the common ftock.—
i| But he ‘could not agree to the idea that the ac
/| counts would never be fettled. He then advert-
ed to the arrangenients which had been made by
the Congrefs under the old Confederation—the
progrefs that had been made—and the practica.
bility of finithing the bufinefs.  Heconcluded by
| faying that he thought it wife and juft—and that
it would meet the approbation of the public in ge-
neralto aflume the liquidated debts ofthe States.

Mr. Wr1TE obferved, that he conceived gen-
tlemen had raken up this bufinefs on wrong prin-
ciples.'” He then ftated what he thought the pro-
per grounds on whichthe fubject ought to be dif-
cufled. " He adverted to the principles'which he
had before advanced refpecting a previous fettle-
ment of accounts. He juoftified the conduct of
members in advocating the intereft of their feve-
ral States—the general intereft can perhaps be
promoted no other way. ' Virginia thinks it a-
gainft herintereft to affume the debts. Maflachu-
fetts thinks it her intereft that they fhould be af
fuled—here can be no charge_of local ideas—
without a recrimination. £

He thenadverted to certain obfervations which
had been made refpecting the eaftern States, re-
ceding from the Union.—He could not fuppofe
theeaftern States would find their intereft in fe-
parating : But he thought it as proper to attend
to what would be the effect in cafe the debts are
aflumed. He mentioned the propofed duties as
exceptionable, and the excife in particular would
be very unpopular. Some petitions have already
been prefented. It has been faid, that aflump-
tion would facilitare the fettlement of accounts
he thought the contrary would be the cnnfequencc:
Individuals would then be at eafe. Another ob.

jection is that it will encreafe the public dely

s

-

which will lead to fanguinary laws—Op

ready pafled is tingedg with zlood, men;th o
count of the profpect of encreafin the eviden,
of debt—We have made forgery eath_wmch?”
contrary to the maxims of our anceftors, | En:,s N
land it was confidered only asa mifdemeanoy. - .
till the enormous addition to their debs toolz
place. Upon the whole he theughtthe affyy,

tion a meafure thar would not meec the approty
tion of a majority of the people—and ought not

to take place. -
Several other gentlemen fpake onthe occafjoy
—and various motions were offered to mddif)r the
propofition—but they wereall rejeted—ayd the
queition for the affumption being put was negy-
tived—thirtyone voting againft— andtwen:, Dine

in favor of'the propofition. i
After the queftion relative to the affamption

of the ftate debts had pafled in the negative,

Mr. Sed%wick rofe and faid, I nowconfider te
queftion of the aflumption as ultimately negaijy. .
ed. We are then inmy opinion in a fituation, - -
moft folemn and ferious. In the name ofﬂww ‘

With

o
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pee of Maflachufetts, who have honored me

a feat in this houfe—in whofe behalf my .
leagues and myfelf have unitedin reprefenting
rheir fervices and fufferings, do I addrefs you—We
have demanded juftice—we have implored the
compaflion of the reprefentatives of the people of
America, to relieve from the prefiure of intole-
rable burdens—burdens incurred in fupportef
your freedom and independence. Our deman
and our entreaties have both been ineffectual,
Feeling as 1 do, on this important occafion, [
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m
fhall ftand juftified to myfelf, and I truftto the _31
candor of every other gentleman, in what [ am tin
about to declare: During the war, the govern. |
ment of Maflachufetts, the corporations and the aps
people all united in {training every nerve in fup- T
port of the common caufe. To the remembrance . Su
of every friend of his'country, Iappeal. Toyour = "1
public officers, and to the men converfant inthe = __
tranfactions of that day of anxiety and diftrefi, I
appeal, for the evidence of that noble and difin- * |
terefted enthufiafm, of thofe exertions and fer-
vices, which were then as importantas wasyour T
efcape from flavery. Exertionsand ferviceswhich | ast
' were then acknowledged ; and however they mag | vor
be mow forgotten,.or difregarded without, be- var
‘lieve me they will long be remembered within *
that ftate.. Is there a man who does notbelieve | the
the exertions of Maflachufetts, compared withher | whi
ability, were at leaft equal to thofeof any of the tho
ftates? This has not, and ] prefume willnotbe 1§ eafy
| denied ; was fhe lefs frugal? Itisnot pretended. ¥ pric
' Does it not then follow, irrefiltably, thai the'ex var]
cefs of her debt muft have been co ed for tha
national purpofes ! Is theére any onewho fuppofes £ the)
that what they denominatethe national debt,can & lyp
be fecurely funded, wirhout invading thofe ob- citi;
jects of revenue, which are now approprial & ols,
the fupport of public credit, in that ftate! Can = the
itbe believed that the government or the 1 paid
there will voluntarily fubmit to facrifice theii- = = = 3
terefts of 20,000 men who adventured theirlives = de S
and eftates in the common caufe ? Shall thefirit )
operations of this govermment which I fondly = faid
hoped would move on -national ground, andre= & doy
gulate its conduét by enlarged and liberal: nati
cy, be the impoverifhment offuch, and “ﬁ‘ ftra
honeft, confiding citizens. WS in
Independent of the affumption, there kﬁ&f tell
in my opinion the leaft reafon to believe a fett g"“f’
ment of the accountsof the individual ftatesw! cz;‘
the United States will ever take place. '1_"10,_ . ;
fer of juftice on that contingency, is therefort, i
little more than pretence on ‘one fide, and I fy:u
aflure gentlemen is felt to be littlelefs than cri’ﬁq

ery on the other—all thefe things make a'ﬂd?-*?ﬁ
impreflion, nor will they eafily be erafed from the
memory. It only remains, that I exprefs fm
ly the purpofe for which I rofe, which was o
warn, folemnly warn, gentlemen of the d
-gerous confequences, in the proiﬁ‘dspﬁm’ o
fin efs, of invading thofe funds which are pre
cupied by that f!ate. Let them then proccfd
fee whether without fuch violent amj lm.l“,ﬁ onc
vafion, it will be practicableto procure the n
faryobjects of revenue: AR
The committee then rofe. : -,
Mr. GErry propofed a refolation, that that
part of the Secretary’s Report relative to the Stt¢ 4
debts, be referred to a committee to confift of2
member from each State.” v
This motion was laid on the table for further
confideration, agreeable to therules of the hoult: -
Adjourned. v+

TUESDAY, APRIL 13.

Sundry petitions were read, and r?ferred :
the heads oi" departments ; Mr. Vining 0% &
Committee appointed to bring in a b‘,“ to €8 B
the Secretary of Stare to appoint an addxb
Clerk in his office reported the draught of s B0
which was read. :

A meflage was received from the Senate o
forming the Houfe that they adhere to chefr PP iy

pofed amendment to the bill, for the remt ,;““r.. 1
mitigation of fifies penalties and forfeituresin €5

tain cafes |




