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“ Where 2 great Man is delicate in his choice of favorites,every
<« one courts with greater e.nmdtucfg his countenance aud protce-
« Ition.”
THOUGH a free' and candid difpofition is an

amiable qualiry, there are certain points in
which men fhould act with fhynefs and referve,
The choice of intimate ‘friends and favorites is
one of the moft difficult tafks a perfon ever has to
performs This difficulty encreafes inproportion
to the eminence of character any one fuffains.
When a man ‘moves in an elevated fphere, he
muft of ‘courfe form a very numerous acquaint-
ance. It will be requifite for him to feleét from
aniong them, fome with whom he may be'confiden-
tial and communicative. He cannot eafily dif*
tinguifhithe charadter of thofe who appearto have
claims upon his attention and confidence; and if
he could properly eflimate them, perhaps poli-
oy would ftorbid hint to follow the di¢tatesot his
inclination. A great man muft choofe fuch favor-
ites, as will :neet with the public apprebation,
though his own wifhes might direct a différent
choice. The public opinion may not only be’
difcordant, but it may be fickle. The 'fame man:
may be highly efteemed by one part of the 'com:
munity, and detefted by another. He may bé po:
pular one day, and odious the next. Thusit ap-
pears a perfon muft act cautioufly in chufing his
confidents. !
- If men in the high offices of government are
heedlefs in the choice of their aflociates, it will
foon ceafe to be an honor to be ranked amon
their favorites. But when there is delicacy an
judgment difcovered in the choice; thofe on
whom great men fmile will deem themfelves ho-
nored by their notice. Worthy and refpeétable
charadters will court their attention, and they
may depend onthe good will and fervices  of the
wifeand virtuous. Thereisnoremedyagainftthe

_inconvenience of bad connfel. but to have ve-

vy fewcounfellors. If a public manconfalts wich
many perfons he probably may be deceived with
refpect to the merit of fome of them. He ma
beftow confidence where it isnot deferved. But
this is not the worftof it: By havinga great num-
‘ber of intimate friends, a low value will foon be
det upon his friendthip. Itbecowestoocheap and
‘common. None ofhis friends feel much refpon-
fible for the'effects of their advice, becaufe the
refponfibility is divided among fo many. Tt be.
longs to every man to fix the price of his own
character: He will always fetch what lie'is worth,
4if he demands what he is worth. = But if he tri-
fles with himfelf, and fets a low value upon his
importavce in fociety, the world will-alfo think
him of little value.

. A difcreet line of conduct,and a delicate choice
‘of aflociates will give weight, if not luftre to in
different talents. Thofe who commitno miftakes,
will be applanded for virtnes they never exercif-
ed; and be refpecied for abilities they do not
,goﬂélk. - Their influence encreales like money at
tereft. They meet with no lofles, and what-
.ever they gain is added to their capital ftock. It
s hardly conceivable to what an high degree of
reputation, a man of prudence and circnmipec-
.tion may attain. And there is nothing in which
aman fhould be more prudent . and circumfpect
than in the choice of his friends and companions.
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, Correfpondent fays that it is with peculiar
4. pleafurehe obfecves, that the Prefidentin his;
fpeech to both houfes of Congrefs after recom-
mending to their confidération other important
matters, has not omitted to-mention, ¢ The ad-
vancement of agriculture, commerce, and manu-

factures; by all proper sicans+”’ And, ¢ The ex-

pediency of giving effeétnal” éncouragement as
well to the introduction of new, and ufeful in-
ventions from abroad, as ro the exertions, of fkill

and genius in producing themat home,” and al-

fo, “ That there is nothing which can better de-

{erve their patronage than the promotion of fci-

ence and literature.”” That ‘¢ The advancement

of agriculture by all proper means,” in an‘emi-

nent degree, demands the attention of every le-
(giflature is evident from the abfolute neceflity of
(it. For notwithftanding itsindifpenfable nature,
it ds fkill fo Jittle underitood, by the generality of
‘thofe who follow it, that it is,now capable of the
greatelt, jand moft rapidimprovements under the:
nurfing hand of government. It is not only the
firft, but the moft healthy, moft honorable,  and,
moft extenfively ufefal, and complicated of  ail

employments ; to follow which,Kings and Emper~

ors have laid down their Crowns, and Sceptres,

and, ¢ feized the plough, and greatly indepen-
‘dent lived ;”’ - For thisisthat art and {cience alone
on which all the reft entirely depend ; and is, of’
'itfelf abfolutely neceflary for the fupport of hu-
iman life :. ‘And wherever it is neglected, or un:
fkillfully profecuted;whatever wealth may be im-
iported from abroad, poverty, and mifery will
'abound at home :. Forfuch ever was, and ever
will be, the fluctuating natureof trade, and com-,
.merce, that thoufands, who depend upon them,
may:be in affluence to day, and in a {tate of beg-
gary to-morrow ; which can never be the cafe of
| thofe happy perfonswho, judicioudly, apply them-
felves.ro the moft noble, delightful, and indepen-
| dent art of hufbandry. Such then being itsan:
Uyguity, dignity, and wlgfulnels 5 would it not b
good policy, in the Tupreme legiflature; ta nomi-
nate, and appoint a proper perfon, with an ade-
quate falary, to continue in office for one year,
or during pleafure, with the appellation of, Far;
mer-General ; ;to. make annually a tour of ihe
ftate; or fates, under their jurifdiction to regifter
the (v‘a‘rxetqf the crops, the beft mode of: ;:‘ulglyw,
of folding, and hay raifing, anddiftributing the
manure, &c. &c. And the recent, improyements
that have been made in any refpect, angd 1o com:
municate, to thofe.who may be willing talearn
what he knows himfelf; or has learned fromthe |
experience and practice of others ; and to,make
honorable mention of all thofe O wners, Stewards,
or Oyerfeers of farms, whofe induftry, method,

would naturally infpiremen of all ranks with.an
extraordinary fenfe of the imporrance of a due at-
tention to, this fo much neglected. art, . and with |
a landable emulation- to excel one!anether in
what {o maniteflly tends to theiriowny; and their
country’s honor, intereft, and happinefs.. And |
this officer of infpection and information, by keep- |
ing a journal, and making notes, and obfervati- i
ons upon all proper occafions, to be examined, |
and publifhed annnally.umder the infpe¢tion of a
committee of agriculture, may collectanamazing
fund of practical, agricnltural knowledge in a
few years, as into one grand refervoir, from
whence it would cantinueto flow on, innumerous
enlightening fireams, to the remoteft partsof the
empire. ‘¢ The expediency of giving: effectnal
enconragement as well to the introduétion of new,
and ufeful inventions from abroad, as to.theex
ertions of fkill, and, genius in produceing them at
home,”” needs no comment, « But, neverthelefs,
it maynot be amifs to fuggeft, that enacting a law
to make provifion for the anthors of nfeful inven-
tions, difcoveries, or performances by granting

| patents, or bounties to fuch, that it would be ex-

pedient to make a provifional claufe againftim-
pofitions, and furreptitious grants ; that all. per-
fons, when convicted thereof, fhall not enly fuf;

| fer a pecuniary mulet, but reftore to the,genuine

authors, whether natives, or foreigners, what
they have thus fraudulently obrained, or make
the neceflary furrender to government itfelf, of
all, and every thing they have unwarrantably
received, to beapplied tothe ufe,and emolument
of thofe to whom it my be juftly due. . But as to
the neceflity of promoting {cience, and literature |
at.the public expence (as it eannot otherwife be

and ‘pxefcverance may entitle them ta it This{p

nd energy of thoughtand exprefiion fo peculiar
o himfelt., ‘¢ Nor am 1 lefs purfuaded that you
ill'agree with ‘me in opinion, ‘that there is no-
hing which' can better defeyve your ‘patronage
han the promotion of fcience and literature.
nowledge, is in every country the fureft bafis of
ublic happinefs-—In one, in'whichthe meafures’
f government receive their ifupreffion fo imme-
iately from the fenfe of the comrmunity asin ours,

t is proportionably effential, To the fecurity
f afree ftate it contributes in: various ways ::
By convincing thofe who are entrufted with the
public adminiftration, that every valuable end of"
government is beft anfwered by the enlightened,
confidence of thepeople: And by'teaching the.
people’ themfelves to know, dnd to value their’
own rights ;.to difcern, and provide againftinva-
fions of them ; to diftinguith berween oppreflion,,
andithe neceflary exercife of lawful authority ;.
?between burthens proceeding from a difregard’
ito their convenience, and thofe refulting from’
‘the inevitable exigencies of fociety,to difcriminate,
ithe {pirit of libefty from that of licentioufnefs,
cherifhing the firft, avoiding the laft, and uniting
afpeedy,but temperate vigilance againft éncroach-
ments, with an iuviolable refpect to the laws.
Whether this defirable objec will be beft pro-
moted by affording aids to feminaries of learning

‘already éftablifhed, by the inftitution 6f a nation-
'al univerfity, or by any other expedient, will be
| well worthy of a placeinthe deliberationsot the
| legiflature. :
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T’ has been faid that the toleration of flavery brings, down. re:
proach'on America. ‘Tt only bfings reproach an thofe w[;s
| tolerate it, and Wwe are ready ta bear our fhare, We know that
none but prejudiced and uncandid perfons, who have haftily con»
fidered the f'bje€t and are ignorant of ‘the real fituation of the
Southern States, throw out thefe infinuations. We found avery
ingrafted in the very policy of the country when we were born,
zn% we are perfuaded of the impolicy of removing it ; if it be a
mofal evil, 1t is like many others which exift inall civilized coun-
tries and which the world q‘x:ic\l fubuniit to. Humanity has been
a topic of declamation on this fubject : that fentiment has differ-
ent'operations on different individuals, and he had it in his pow-
er to (hew, that humanity firfk gave origin to the tranfportation of
flaves from Africa into “Amenca. Bartholomew de las Cafas,
bithop of Chiapa, a Spaniard 1renowned for his humanity and vir-
tues, '1p order to'fave the Indians in South America from flavery,
prevailed onhis monarch to fubftitute Africans, which were ac-
cordingly pirchaled on the coalt of Africa and fhipped to the Spa-
nifh colonies'to ‘work in the mines : this' appears 1a Robestfon’s
hiftory of America, which 'Mr. Smith quoted. At this day the
Spaniards give conﬁdcmb]e‘encouragc'mcm to the tranfpartation
of flaves into their iflands.  Mr. Smith read the edi& for that pur-
ofe. . ¢ o’ SR
AriotHer 6bje@ion is, that flavery vitiates and debafes the mind
of the owner of this fort of property. Where, faid he, is the
proof of this allegation ? Do the citizens of the Southern States
cxhibit more ferocioulnefs in their manners,” more, barbarity in
their difpofitions than thofe of the other States ? Are ciimes morg
frequently committed there’? A proof of the abfurdity of this
charge may be found id the ‘writings of thofe who with to diffem-
inate this mifchievous idea; and,yet, in'their relation of taéts, con-
tradiét it themfelves, They lay down general principles which
they take upon credit from others, or which they publifh with fi-
nifter views, and wlen they enter into a detail of the hiftory of
thofe States, tbey overfet their own doétrines. Thus, one writer
tells us, that the Southern citizen who is educated in principles of
fuperiority to the {laves which furround him; has no idea of gor
vernment, obedience and good order, till he mingic‘; with the
hardy and free fpirited yeomanry of the north, and that after
mixing with them, he will return home with his mind more en-
larged,. his views more liberalized, and his affe@ions r€&ified,
and become 2 more generous friend to the rights of human na-
-ture : but hear what the Eaftern traveller is to learn by vifiting
the enflaved regions of the South : He will fee fays the fame writ-
er immediately after, induftry crowned with affluence, indepen.
dence, hofpila?;ty, liberality of manners ; and notwithftanding the
prevaience of domettic flavery, he will find the nobleft {fentiments
of freedom and independence to predominate ; he will extol their
enterprize, art and ingenuity, and will refle€t that nature'is wife,
ang that Providence in the diftribution of its favors, is not capri-
cious, Take another ftriking inftagce of this contradiétion from
Morfe’s geography ; he fays, that there are more {layes than free
perfons in South-Carolina, and mentions the milchievous influ-
ence of {lavery on their manners, which, he obferves, by exempt-
ing them from the neceflity of labor, leads to luxury, diffipation
and extravagance, and favors too much of a haughty, {upercilious
behavior 3 that the inhabitants want that enterprize and perfever-
ance which are neceffary for the attainment of the arts and {ciences,
that they have few motives to enterprize, aud too Fencrally reft
contented with barely knowledge enough to tranfaét the com-
mon affairs of life. Now for the authors proofs : they are con+
tained in thefe words : “ Matiy of the inhebitants {pare no pains
nor expence in giving the higheft polifh of education to theirchil-
dren : litcrature ‘has begun to flourifh fince the peace ; feveral
flourithing academies and colleges have been eftablifhed ; the la-
| dies have an engaging foftnels and delicacy in their manners;
theatizical exhibitions have been prohibited by law ; gaming of
all k'inds is more. difcountenanced than in any of the Southerh

done in any extenfive degree) the beft comment, |
that can here be given, will be the Prefident’s

own following term ot words at full length on

State s ; all denominations of religion are on an equal footing ;

comi nerce is flotrifhing, economy is becoming more fathionable,

and {rience begins to fpread her falutary influence among the ci-

tizens.” But was South-Carolina, at the cothmencement of the
-



