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<« Forune maintainsa kind of rival(bip with wifdom.”
O difcover precifely the caufes of the
different degrees of fuccefs which at.
tend the affairs of .men, is beyond the reach of
human fagacity. There is fuch a blend of good
fortune and good management requifitg to main-
tain a pro{peronscourfe in life,that it is impofii-
ble to determine to which of them, aman is princi-
pally to afcribe his profperity. A great part of
what is wfually called good luck, among men, is
nothing more than the effec of meafures dictated
by afound judgment ; and a greatpart of what is
denominated bad luck is merely the refult of fol-
ly or neglect. The few extraordinary inftances,
where men are fuddenly elevated or e;zrcﬂéd by
a contingency Wwhich their agency did not con-
troul, fhould neither cherith the hopes of the fool-
ith and indolent, nor damp thofe of the prudent
and induftrious.

Aprizeinalottery,or the deathof a rich friend
may throw a worthle(s fellow into affluence ; but
fuch a circamftance furnifhes no argument that
Providence ufually beftows its bleflings, where
they are not deferved. Nor, on the other hand,
where the {ubftance of a diligent man is accident-
ally déftroyed by five or tempeft, can it be infer-
red that diligence is not ordained in the confti-
totion of nature, as the common road to wealth
and diftin&ien. Extraordinary evenrs do not
authorife general hopes or fears. There are in
the naturzﬁ world appearances which fometimes
work againft the ufual courfe of things, but they
never deteat the general tendency of the eftablifh-
ed laws of nature. In the moral world likewife
we often behold occurrences that {feem to contra-
di& the idea thatProvidence cegulates the affairs
of men by a well-ordered economy, that depends
“for its fuceefs, (yrincipally on human agency.

That kind of rivalfhip which fortune maintains
with wifdom,fhould operate upon men fo as to fti-
mulate their efforts, and improve their circum-
fpedtion. The lucky contingencies which ren-
der the progrefs of fome perfons fo fmooth and
profperous are owing more than is commonly fup-
pofed to juft calculations, and perfevering appli-
cation. It is true, that many circumftances oc-
cur where the effect of perfonal agency is not vi-
fible ; but ftill there may be fome remote connec-
tion between caufes that appear hidden, and thofe
that are obvious. The chain of events is con-
nec¢ted in fuch amanner, that we can never know
exactly the power that binds or feparates the
links. We can however diflinguifh enough to fa-
tisfy a reafonable mind, that in the ordinary run
of affairs, happinefsis united with virtue ; and
intereft is promoted by an attention to duty.

From the Virgi;ia Independent Ghrenicle.

ToNew-Excranp, New-York, PENNsSYLVANTA
and CAROLINA.
DEAR SISTERS,

I HAVE feen your familiar epiftle, and really
thought it muft be the production of fome ene-
my to l§c whole family. Under thefe impreffions,
1 expedted to fee you all in an uproar,calling on
the printer for the author. I conceived that your

own credit, as well as the reputation of the fa
mily, required it; but by your filenée youn have
tonvinced me that it is your own. Ah fifters!
however treacherous your memories are, the
world recollects when your eries of murder, rape,
ftarve, reverberated from pole to pole, and it is
with a bleeding heart I recolleét what numbers of
my {ons fell in your defence. What can my dear
fifters mean ! Why am I twited in the teeth with
many of my farms being untenanted, that1boaft
the largenefs ¢f my purfe, and fuch envious,
malicious raving, as fheweth what termgants my
Giters are. 1 can tell them that fo many of my
farms would not have been untenanted if great
numbers of my fons had not fallen in their de-
fence. And as for my being in debr, it is a proof
vhat L havehad eredit; little thanks are due to thefe
who never had credit that they owe nothing.
Bat 1 fuppofe my fifters think they have cured all
by their great condefcenfion in allowing fome
merit to my fon George. To be fure they fhall
bave eredit for that, but I can tell them that my
fons Dickey, Bill and James, too, are not to be
brow-beaten or frightened by any of their bluf-
tering beys. - I once thought that fome of youmy
dear fiflers, weve very religious; but methinks
you feem difpofed to convince the world that it
is otherwife.  Your levity, your witand freedom
with omnipotence is hig with impiety. It is blaf-
phemous, and would have expofed ftrict civilized
heathens to capital puiithment. What do my fif-

terswant ! They have thared my bread with me
when they were in want. I have given up amoft
important and valuable part of my farm for the
benefit of the whole family. Has any of my fons
begged favors and courted exa!tezf’ places and
high employments ? Where is it that the aching
heart is throbbing for founding titles ! And where
doesthe fentiment of well-born originate ?Where
is t?le thirft for the diftin&ion of birth and blood,
which hasmade tyrants and oppreflors of a few,
while the multitude drag igneminious chains !
Look at home, my dear fifters, before you upbraid
me. You may if you pleafe, make a comparifon
between the beft of your fons and mine durin
the conflick,when all our farms were profcribed.
And you may, if you pleafe, add to my difgrace,
oy publifhing a true ftate of the expenditure from
each of our purfes to pay the public debt, and to
fuppost the copartnery, this, as things are now
organized, is eafily done, and this will fairly
fhew whether a local, partial, and parfimonious
fpirit did not govern in the clamor upon the pro-
pofed tax upon m#*****g,

Ah, fifters | my fons are in a great meafite
profcribed from a right to take any of the lands
which I threw into the common ftock. You will
retort that my fons will not come becaufe they
muft not bring their negroes.—Ay fifters ! this
is againft the copartnery—rthe intereft of the com-
pany requires that the land fhould be free at
leaft to all the parties—but while my fons are kept
from the market, your fons may perhaps pur-
chafe cheaper, and you have the choice of ﬁmd
more in your power. Whatallow the iniquitous
the abominable flave trade to be carried on under
the law of the land in fome places, and profcribe
others from a right to bring their property with
them, when perhaps the intention and defi
thar many would have in going there would be
to enable them to emancipate their poor flaves
with propriety.—So it is urged that a poor igno-
rant {lave who has not learned to provide for
himfelf, and is torally ignorant of the arts which
a defigning world will impofe upon him, isina
better condition under the care of a good mafter
than he is like to be in on his own account.
VIRGINIA.

CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
TUESDAY, MARCH o.

HE propofition for affuming the State debts being under con-
fideration,

Mr. Suerman, As the Secretary has given us the neceffary
information refpeéting the provifion for payment of intereft on
the State debts-~the affumption itisto be prefumed will be agree-
able to the States in general ; having them all pl?ced on one foot-
ing, and one fyftem of revenue pervading the union—the refources
will be brought forward with more juftice and equality, with
mare certainty and effeét, than on any other plan---and the belief
that this meafure will be agreeable to the people is ftrengthened
by the idea that the States are averfe to excifes-—without which no
provifion can be made (except dry taxes) to p;ly the State creditors
their intereft; the fubjeét bas been fully difeufled and I think that
we are now prepared for a decifion, and I cannot but hope that
we fhall adopt the propofition before the committee. ;

Mr. Bland faid he had long been convinced that the propofition
before the committee involved a queftion of the utmoft impor-
tance to the peace, honer and tranquility of the United States. It
is the gordian knot of indiffoluble union, every plea of juftice,
policy and equity loudly call upon us to adopt the meafure---and
whether we do or not at the prefent time, certain it is, the time
will come when we muft do it.  The State creditors have an equal
claim with thofe of the umion—but if their demands are not
attended to, it they fhould be left witkout any provifion for the
intereft on their {ecurities—that {peculation which has been fo
much reprobated by this houfe, will come in upon us like a flood
— the State fecurities will be depreciated to the loweft ebb, and
the creditors reduced to total defpair of ever obtaining juftice from
their country. He thought that every poflible degree of attention
had been paid to the fubjeét—that it had been thoroughly invef-
tigated; and he hoped the committee would now comre to a de-
cifion, the affirmative of the propofition fhould receive his hearty
concurrence. Yo

Mr. Page was oppofed to thie propofition; as it involved the
neceflity of dire€t taxes and excifes-—-thefe he was afraid wouid
{erve to tevive the ancient jealoufies of the States ; thofe jealoufies
appeared to be fubfidingand dying away ; but this meafure will
have a direl tendency to revive them—bcﬁdu it will confirm the
prediétions of the enemies of the conftitution, when thiey afferted
that.the general governiment tended to a confolidation; and would
eventually fwallow up the State governments—Hhe added many o-
ther remarks and wifhed that the propofition might be pafled

Uve;’l.r.» Bland rofe to reply to foine obfervations which had fallen

om his Hon. colleague—he was furprifed to find any gentleman
go fqueamifh at this ime of day on the fubje&t of direét taxes—
before the adoption of the conftitution this fqueamifhnefs might
have been ptoper § but fince the ratification, all obfervations of
that kind appeared to be entirely out of feafon. Tt appeared to
him from the firft that the adoptionof the confh;uho‘n would necefs
farily abforb all the efficient revenue of the United States. }
This being the cafe, in what fituation will you leave the eredit-
ors of the State governments ? He then adverted to the particular
merits of the State ereditors, and faid that the State debts were in
f26 the debts of the United States--<he replied to fundry obferva-
tions of Mr. Jackfon who had informed the houfe that Georgia
had called inits fecuritics and fan them; and faid thgg the gen-
tleman’s account of the fate which attended the fecurities of the

State of Georgia, was direétly in faver of the affumption---for it

| and in fuch oppofite dire&ions; that I

- > asecioszs

evidently fhewed that-the creditors of the Statet ‘could not depend
on receiving juftice at the hands of the State legiflatures ; on the
whole, he obferved that he had waited 1o hear arguments in op=
pofition to the heafure Which fhould carry cdnviction to his own
mind=--hitherto lie had not heard any fuch” argtments, and there~.
fore he fhould confider hirilelf fully juftified, on the principleshe
before advariced, in votihg for the affumption. :

Mr. Page made fome dgfer‘vations in_reply to Mr: Bland; and

of fqueamiflinefs, they were fountled on fafts and experience,
vghrch he thoughit fully jultified the apprelienfions be had exprefl-
e

Mr. Scot rofe and faid, that he was wdl aware that adopt-

‘certain prejadice of others;and it would be wellif a day of retribu-
tion could be fixed, that might equalize the bufinefs ; but he
‘could not look forward to that day--<he feared 1t would never
arrive; yet, under the inipr:mon that it was a great national
effort,and that the State debts were incurred in the common caufe,
of the union, he would vote for the prapofition: ;

Mr. Lee wasoppofed to the propofitionjand for the following rea-
fons. He faid he did not {ce the neceffity of irififting upon theaffum-
ption of thefe debts at the prefent moment: He had o doubt of the

qual andjuft Frinciplca, bit if the affumption was not made on

fuch princip &:, it would operate in fuch a manner as to counte-«
nance oppreflion, and difturb the public harmony. It is well

known, Mr. Speaker, faid he, that the exertions of the feveral

ftates have been very unequal, and it is.as well known that our .
prefent refources are alfo unequal to the Fublic demand: Sir, we .
muft extend our refdtirces to make provifion for the prefent debt

of the union; we muft extend them ftill further if we aflume the

ftate debts ; and whatever {yftemt 6f takation may be propofed, it

will require two or three years to brirg it into any thing like an

cffe@tual operation. He thought the moft efligible mode of pro-

ceeding, would be, to adjulk the accounts ﬂr({;

juftment to pledge the faith of the union that they would affume
the [tate debts after the general account was liqui ated and fertled,;
He wifhed to know, he faid, whether any inconvenience could
arife from purfuing a line of conduét fo rational in utfelf 7 Gen-
tlemen had afférted, and he faw no reafor to doubt their affertion,

which opinion the relpetable officer coincided; who was the au-
thor of the propolfition; do gentlemen expeét, continued he, that
the neceffaty refources can be provided i a lefs time than two
years, there could be no one o? information that could entertain
theidea: If then, the accounts could be fettled within the time
that fhould be allowed for the provifion of the refources upan
which thefe debts were to be funded, he afked, whether it would

fa&tion, to make a provifional adoption, or pledging the faith of
He fhould therefore vote againft -the original propofition, which,

he had expreffed. ; ’

Mr. Vining. Afterthe very fulland able difcuffion;which thisime
portant qucfﬁon‘ has received, it is with diffidence and reluétance
that I venture, efpecially after my long but unavoidable abfence
from the houfe; to obtrude myfelf at thi¢ time on the commiitee,
When I refle@®, however, that this abfence has been employed in
purfuit of the beft information which could tend to* guide and
affift myjudgment, I feel fome relief from my embarrafment. In
viewing this {ubjeét as an abftralt queftion of finance, and merely

| relative to the individual ftates, I confefs I behold it as in fome

degree operating injuftice, and, in its cffeéls, anequal; but when
I confider it in a more national point of view; as diffufive of ge-
neral advantages, and favorable to,perhaps the permanency as well
as the intereflt of the union; 1am compelled to yield fmall local
regards to a more enlarged and extenfive policy:  But; continued
he, in cﬁimatin{ thofeﬁocal facrifices I woulX endeavor to com=
pare the value of the object together with the certainty of attaining
it, with the confideration which is as an equivalent offered. In the .
prefent cafe fome facrificesare to bemade at the altar of accomodatiz
on and general convenience: By the ftate which I have the ho-
nor to reprefent, thofe facrigces will in proportion, be very
reat. She hasnot only 'Proii ed for the intereft of her particular
5ebt, but has made confiderable progrels towards the payment
of its principal.  This places her in a peculiar fituation ; and;
unlefs fome modification (hould be ltimately made; it might be
confidered as fomewhat oppreffive and unjuft. Butas for this
modification, as far as it regards this peculiar cafe; I fhall wait
with a firm reliance on the juftice and accomodating fpirit of the
houfe, until the bill fhall be introduced; when; I truft; fuch pro=
vifion will be made as willcomport with the true interefts pf the
United States. I confefs, Sir; in the contemplation of this {ub=
jeét fo many difficulties appear on etery hand, thatI yet feel my=

 fafe information: I find the public mind infldenced by fo many

it difficult, if not m-

praéticable, to furnith myfelf with any guide from thence which .

| can either folve my doubts or lead me to a fatisfatory conclufion.

| The opinions of intelligent individuals are equally various and

| flu€tuating: ‘Thusfituated I feel ag if I were on a precipice fuir-

' rounded with imminent dangers; and where a fingle falfe ftep

- might prove forever fatal: SiLk :
fn this dilemma, continiied Mr. Vining; 4ll that is left me, is

' fairly to balance; as fer as my ihind is able to embrace them, the

| inconveniencies with the advantages on both fides, and from the

refult to form the beft determination in my power. I believe,

that on principles of ftrié&t and rigid juftice the affumption of the

ftate debté would be inadmiffible; but there are cafes in politics,

as well as in jurifprudence; where the fumtmum jus would be fum«
ma injuria; and there are inftances alfo.in politics where partial

evil may be confidered as univerfal good, and; if there ever was -

a cafe of this kind; perhaps it is exhibited in the one now before
the committee. Iam alfo convinced; that a very confiderable part
of the debt which we are about to aflume; has been in migny in=
ftances improvidently, in fome; unjuftly ircurred. The union
has been chaiged with expences, the benefit of which Has been
folely appropriated to individual flates;and I fenfibly feel; Sir,
that confiderable difadvantages muft neceffarily arife to the meri«
torious and complying parts-of the union to the benefit of thofe
which have not been {o forward. It isalfo a paiaful anticipation
to me, that by this meafure a direft taxation may be ultimately
fuperinduced, in order to enable us to fulfil the erigagement we
now undertake; but I look upon this as a fpeculative point, and
place it at all events, at a very diftant period, and even fhould
our apprehenfions u this fubjedt bé realized, I find gireat con=
folation from the facility of payment which fuch an increafed:
circulation will immediately produce, and froma fpolicy which I
fincerely believe will contribute to the harmony of the union.
Upon the whole, Sir, as faras an unfinifhed canfideration of this
important fubje€ will allow meto go—from the general and ex-

tenfive influence and affeétion which will immediately arife from

obferved that the oblervations he had offered were not the refult. '

ing the propofition would operate in favor of fome States, to the,

jutice and policy of the micafure; if it could be effeéted one- .

, and after fuch ad- .

that thefe accounts might be fettled in the courfe of two years, in

not be more prudent, as well as more likely to give gencral fatit- ,
the governmetit to affume the debts at the expiration of two years. |

i f negatived, he would thefi move 4 refolution in {ubftance to what ,

| felf at a lofs how to determsine; or to what {ources to apply for -
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