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extenfion, might {nap, and be rendered more difficulttobring
together than the rope of fand divided in a dozen places.

Let us look to the policy of the former Congrefs. Did they
ever entertain an 1dca of taking on themfelves the State debts ?
Did they ever pledge the faith of the continent to affume them ?
Nay—Did they, when they applied to the refpetive States for
the power of preferving the Union, I mean the five per cent. ever
dream of difcharging thofe debts, or did any of thé States require
it ? The conftitution did not contemplate it ; for that provides
for the debts of the Union only, and many of the State debts are
not of acontinental nature, and ought not to be a continental
charge ; of this kind, I hold the Penobfcot expedition from Mal-
fachufetts, and the fitting out the fhip South-Carolina by that State.
1f States choofe to run into thofe balloon exploits on their own ac-
count, their neigabors ought not to pay for it. The intention of
the prefent fyftem I imagine is to introduce all thofe charges.

Policy, he faid, was againft the affumption. Many of the
States have material obje€tions, and will view the interterence
with ajaundiced eye ; and notwithftauding what gentlemen fo fre-
quently ridicule of monfters and hydras, jealoufics will arife, and
perhaps from the nature of republican governments it is neceffary
they fhould. I think, at leait, that there will-be a juft founda-
tion for them in the prefent inftance—for, will the citizen who

-bas already paid his proportion of the debt to his State, content-
edly fee a new burthen impofed on himfelf and his pofterity—a
burthen we know not when we fhall be rid of—a burthen we
know not the weight or amount of. - -

Again Sir, is it policy on the fubje& of public credit ;ﬂ,:a er
of whatever denomination, whether ftock or not, will be afte d
by the quantity in circulation, and will be depreciated accord-
iugly. Policy on every principle forbidsit—policy forbids us, in
the vigor of youth, to cloath ourfelves with all the impotence, im-
becility and infirmity of extreme old political age. Britain was
feventeen hundred years politically old, dating from Julius Czfar’s
invafion, before {he had a funded debt.  The United States have
fcarcely attained their fourteenth political year, when they are a-
bout to mortgage themfelves and. pofterity for a funded debt ; the
-one third, or perhaps the one half ot the amount of Britain’s enor-
mous debts at this day.  ° i

Mr. {’ackfon obferved, that the juftice of the meafure had as
many objeétions.

The greateft plea of juftice was, thatthe debt was of the fame
nature, and contralted for the fame reafons and in the fame caufe.
His arguments before, he faid, had proved this not to be aitoge-
ther the cafe : but fuppofing it was, he atked whether it was juf-
téce to compel the citizen who had already contributed, to pay a
{econd proportion. Gentlemen had talked much of the exertions
of their States—the hardfhips they had endured—and the ravages
they had fuftained. He could advance, with equal confidence,
that he came from the State which had fuffered ?hc moft of any
in the Union ; where there was no place, no corner but where
the Britifh arms had been carried ; where the families had been
totally driven off, and their properties had been totally deftroyed ;
where the inhabitants had fcorned the Britith proteétion, and left
their properties behind them ; where what the Britifh had left,
‘the American army haa taken to fubfift on, and not a certificate
had been given in numerous inftances. Yet thofe citizens whole
property had been thus deftroyed, had cheerfully f(ubmitted to
the payment of the State debt.  But would it be juftice, afterall
thofe loffes, and after this already voluntary contribution, to put
our hands again in their pockets, and fay, zou muft pay the
debts of Maffachufetts and South-Carolina, If thofe States have
not done as they ought—if they have not extinguifhed their debts,
they have themfelves to blame for it. :

Sir, in Georgia the audited debt has drawn no intereft—inter-
eft has been allowed only on a fmall proportion of funded debt ;
for we alfo Mr. Chairman, muft have our proje&t of funding, un-
til we were convinced by experience it would not anfwer, and
that we could not pay a regular fpecie intereft. By this plan, fir,
all thofe audited certificates will draw intereft from the time of
liquidation, which will greatly increafe the debt of Georgia, and
not benefit her citizens : for the late fpeculations, no doubt have
changed the holders, and the very man who did the fervice or fur-
nifhed the fupply, contented with the principal fum, will now
have to contribute his proportion towards payment of the intereft
of his own certificate and which he himfelf was not entitled to.

By the fyftem before us the fettlement with the States is poft-
poned to a diftant day—a day which never may arrive, and not-
withftanding the balance may be in favor of the State I reprefent,
the citizen may be forever bound for the intercft of this enormous
debt—the debt of other States. > :

There is another part of the Secretary’s report which will ma-
terially injure Georgia. The provifo, that where a ftate fhall have
exchanged the fecurities of the continent for thofe of her own, no
fettlement fhall be made until thofe exchanged certificates fhall be
brought in and furrendered, The State of Georgia little thinking
of fuch a day as this, altho very materially concerned, has, as 1t
‘was ufual 'with her, burnt her exchanged certificates as they have
returned to her treafury. Is fhe, becaufe thofe certiflcates have
been funk and fentto oblivion, and which I wifh our whole debt
was, to fuffer for her honcfty, and that'of her citizens ? -

Sir, I will not tax the Secretary with thedefign ; 1 will not im-
pute the intention to him ; but I truft that we f{hall not run our-
felves enormoufly in debtand mortgage ourfelvesand our children,
to give fcope to the abilities of any minifter on earth to give an
opening to fhew the talents he pofleiles of managing taxes and the
refources of the burthen he impofes. TS

Mr. Jackfou concluded,byfaying,that to his mind and agreeably
to the reafons he had given, he was convinced the affumption of
the State debts was inexpedient, impolitic, and unjuft ; and he
trufted that it would not be adopted. !

Mr, Smith (8. C.) replied to Mr. Jackfon, that he fhould be as
unwilling as that gentleman to affume debts of any State incurred
for balloon fchemes (as they had been termed) but he did not think
the Penobfcot expedition or the South-Carolina frigate came
within that defcription; the members from Maflachufletcs could
anfwer for the former, and 2+ to the latter, he could fafely fay that
the State of South-Carolina fuffered fuch injury to her commerce
during the war, that a naval proteétion was indifpenfibly neceffary
—that other States were proteéted by vellels of war on continen-
tal eftablifhments, while the State alluded to was unproteéted, and
her trade crippled by the enenyy— that the equipment ot that vef-
fel had coft a much lefs fum than was generally believed, as buta
{mall part of the fum demanded had been allowed by the State. .
He obferved, that as the union were under obligations to proteé&
every part, fo were they alfo bound to contribute their propor-
tion of expence, incurred by any particular part for its own de-
fence—thar this was language which had been much rcpeated dur-
ing the'laft feffion, when the houfe had been called on to vote a
large fum of money for the proteétion of Georgiafrom the Creeks,
ang which under the influence of that principle, the houfe had
altually done. That State could have juftly complained had fhe
been left to proteét herfelf, and to incur fo heavy a burden.—Mr.
Smith faid the oppofition of gentlemen to the meafure feemed to
originate in an idea that thefe were the private debts of the f{everal
States incurred for their own particular purpofcs ; the fa&t was
juft the reverfe—they were 2s much the debts of the continent, as
thofe which were called the continental debts—they were as much
the price of independence—inftead of their being State debts af-
fumed by the contident, they were in truth continental debts
which the States had affamed when Congre{s were unable to pay
them ; but now Congrefs had 1n its exclufive poffeffion the beft
refources of the nation, and fhould all thofe refources be applied
to the payment of a few continental creditors (and they had been’
frequently told that all the continental fecurities were in the hands
of a few fpeculators) to the total ruin of all the State creditors, it
was ealv to anticipatc dangerous confequences ; indeed {uch would
be the diffatisfalion on the part of the State creditors, that it would
confiderably obfruét the coll-&ion of the nationalrevenuve, There
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had been no reafon afligned,’ and he believed it was impoffible to-

\aflign any, which could eftabl(fh a diftinétion between the onc

and the other clafs ot thefe creditors—their claims were precifely
fimilar, and they ought to be provided for on fimilar terms,

Gentlemen were miftaken, if they thought South-Carolina had
made no exertions to difcharge her debt fince the peace—that State
had levied on her citizens every year a tax, which conflidering her
lolfes by the war, and the devaftstions committed by the enemy,
was a very confiderable une, amounting to upwards of 300,000
dollars aunually for the intereft, befidesa mullion and an_ half ol
dollars principal paid off, making upwards of three millions ot
dollars.

. It had been faid that Great Britain was 1700 years old before
fhe began a funding {yltem, while the United States were about to
adopt it at the age of 14 ; to that he obferved, that America was
nearly, if not quite, as far advanced in political fagacity in ha
early youth as Great-Britain in her extreme old age, having the
experience of Great-Britain, and of other nations during a long
courfe of years as her guide; and that he always thought the vigor
of youth was more equal to the fupport of heavy burdens than in-
firmity of age. He agreed with the gentleman that if the meafare
wasa wrong one, the fentiments of one or two States (hould not
fluence their determination, but he was perfuaded that on a dif-
cuffion of its own merits, it would be found neceffary for the u-
nionand tranguility of all the States.

To Mr. Smith’s anfwer, that the State debts were all on a foot-
ing with the debts of the Union, and that ou this principle, Geor-
gia had received proteétion laft year, and might receive more this,
Mr. Jack{on replied, that if Georgia had received prateétion, it
had not been with the vote of fome members from thacStace (S.C.,
who fuppoling, as he would charitably allow, that the Georgians,
and not M’Gillivray, were in the wrong, had withheld theu
voice ; that however in his opinion, the cales were not the fame :
but he denied that Georgia hitherto had received the leaft thadow
of proteétion from the union, although the moft favorable report
was exifting of their condutt on the table.

That the cafes were not fimilar, becaufe in the cafes of Georgia
there was an invafion of the uniont: whilftin the cafe of the fhi
the South-Carolina which he had mentioned, that 3tate had don:
what they were not warranted in by the laws of Congrefs or con-
federation. The fitting out (hips of war—that that State was no
contented to be on an cquality with her fifters, but aimed at a
high founding fame, of poffefling vefcls of war in her own em-
ploy. That here he would remark that as well in this cafe as in
that of the State veflel of Malfachufetts, it could not be expeéted
that the Union fhould defray their expence. He would afkif any
of the prize monies of thofe veffels had been lodged n the trea-
fury of the continent. He believed it h:d not been the cafe, and
if it had not, the States which had reaped the bencfits ought to
pay the charges.

The gentleman had infinuated, that as Georgia had allowed no
intereft or could not pay the intereft of her fundcd debt, fhe cer-
tainly could not have difcharged much of her debt. He would
putthat gentleman right on this head, by affuring him, that altho’
Georgia had not {pecie fufficient to difcharge the intereft of her
funded debt regularly, yet the had funk fome hundred thoufand
dollars of her principal debt.

Mr. Sedgwick faid that he had not the vanity to fuppofe an,
thing new which hecould fay would authorife him to expett the alrca
dy cxhaufted patience of the committee, 1n an extenfive difcuffion
of the vaft fubjeét before them. He would however, call on the
candor of the gentlemen who fo ftrenuoufly oppofed the propofiti-
ou under confideration, for, an attempt to anfwer fome of the ar-
guments which had been repeatedly advanced by himfelf and the
gentlemen with whom he had the honor to aét and think on this
occafion. :

He obferved that the revolution was a common, a national cauf:,
that therefore the expenfe fhould be equally apportioned—thar
whatever had been advanced towards the attainment of the objeét

fhould be fatisfied, if within the ability of the government. That
if the whole could not be paid the iofs ({ould be fuftained in equal
and juft proportion : That thefe were the ditates of common
juftice and common honefty. and univerfally confidered as con-
clufively binding in the ufual intercourfe of men 1n civil fociety :
That thus confidering the {ubjeét, he thought the States now ftag-
gering under an unequal weight of burden, had a right to demand
of this government the adoption of the propofed meafure. He fur-
ther obferved that this demand for juftice would appear the more
reafonable, when it was confidered that the government wduld not,
fhould the refolution be adopted, fuftain any lofs. *For that it was
in faét true, as had been repeatedly ftated, that thould the debts
be affumed, there wouid ftill remain, a baliance due, to every
State. Becaufe there was no State, which fince the commence-
ment of the war had not done more than to fupport the expences
of its own government, and ‘all its other incidental charges. That
this would be evident, when it was remembered, that the whole
with which a State, in the event could be charged, would be, the
debt to be allumed, together with what had been heretofore ad-
vanced to-it ; and on the other hand it would be enutled to a cre-
dit for all its advances and fervices in the war. In this view of
the fubje€t, which was the juft one, he withed gentlemen would
explain why the government fhould delay to put the citizens on a
foouing of equality ?

He obferved that the accounts of individual States with the Uni-
ted States would ultimately be fettled, or they would not : If the
former, then juftice would be done to all ; if the latter, the only
charitable and liberal fuppofition would be, that the States had
cqually exerted themfelves in their glorious ftruggle for freedom.

He further wifhed gentlemen would explaia to the committee
and to the world, what were their intentions in regard to the State
creditors,whoit had been proved were'equally entitled with others
tojuftice. He affirmed that as it refpeéted fome of the States, no
efficient meafures, of national finance, could be carried into execu-
tion, and at the fame time leave the States an ability to fulfil their
engagements—engagements entered into at a time when they were

and which funds were now furrendered to this government.

ERRATUM : InMr. Ames’s [pecch, in our lafl, 5 paragraph 3 column,
Jor $.130,000,” read 1,300,000.

FRIDAY, MARCH r19.

Sketch of the debate on Mr. Sherman’s motion for appointing
a committee to enquire into the receipts and expenditures of pub-
lic money during the adminiftration of the Hon. Robert Morris,
late fuperintendant of Finance.

Mr. Gerry obferved that fome how or other the Houfe is con-
tinually recurring to the modes of procedure adopted by the late
Congrefs, who were both a legiflative and executive body ; the
prefent government is organized on quite different princi-plcs._
The Prefident of the United States is the only competent author-
ity to take cognizance of the condut of officers in the executive
department---if we purfue the propofed plan of appointing com-
mittees we deftroy the refponfibily of executive officers—-and diveft
the Houle of a great and cflential privilege, that of impeaching
our executive officers for mal-adminifiration. He concluded by
faying he was in favor of the report of the Senate for the appoint-
ing commiflioners-—as placing the bufinefs in a more parhament-
ary and conftitutional diretion.

Mr. Gerry was replied to by Mr. Hartley and Mr. Fitzfimons
who contended that the motion was ftrictly parliamentary as it
was certainly jult that an inveftigation on the part of the Houfe of
the condué of public officers ought to precede all crimination of
their conduét ; this enquiry Mr. Morris has applied for---and on
every principle of equity, he ought to have a fair and full hearing
that if his conduét has been fuch as to merit approbation, he may,
no longer lay under any difadvantageous or injurious imputation

Mr. Jackfon called for a reading otthe memorial; which bcing.

read---He objeéted to the appointment of a committee, he thought
itunneceffary, it would eftanlith a precedent which would in

in pofleflion of funds which were fully adequate to the purpofe,

and reétitude of conduét in the memorialift, he was ready to ac.
knowledge that he had rehdered the country great and meritorious
fervices---and that this was the opinion of ‘the  people in genera]
through the United States—he was for accepting the report of the
commuittee and thus finifh the bufinefs; 3

Mr. Vining was in favor of the motion—-and obferved that the
report (itappears) does not come up to the ideas of the memorialift
—he wilhes to give particular fatisfaCtion to the members of this
houfe’; he wifhes the fanéion of this houfe to the merit of his fer.
vices, fhould theyon inveﬂ.igation appear todeferve fuch afanc-
tion,jultice is all he afks for,and furely gentlemen will notdeny that.

Mr. Fitzfimons followed Mr. Vining in a fimilar train of obfe;-
vations. "

Mr. Bland was oppofed to the motion : he thought the report
was a full jultification of the conduét of Mr. Mornis ; he was op-
pofed to appointing commiflioners, as creating an unneceflary ex-

nce. ’

Mr. Madifon was in favor of the motion, he offered a variety of
obfervations on the fubjeét, and in fupport of the idea, that ‘the
Houfe fhould poffefs itfelf of the fulleft information in order 10
doing juftice to the country and to public ofhicers,

Mr. Gerry defended his firft opinion, that the feveral branches
of government fhould be kept feparate---he was only folicitous he
faid that the houfe fhould not eftablith a precedent which would
mix the feveral parts of the government. The memorialilt re-
quefts the appointment of commiflioners---and what is the ob-
J-€tion : nothing more than the expence, which in a matter of jui-
(ice, ought not to be confidered. :

Mr. Stone obferved on the ideaof expence, that if the bufinef;
is eafy to be fettled, commiffioners will uot be wanted for a long
ume ; if the bufinefs 1s intricate and difficult, a2 committee will be
very improper---he was therefore in favor of commiflioners, -

Mr, Sherman faid that for himfelf he was perfeétly fauistied ref-
peéting the accounts of Mr. Morris ; t are certified by asgood
and honeft men as can poflibly be appointed---men entirely un-
influenced and uncontrouled by any perfon whatever; but {till he
thought to give full fatisfaétion to the memonalift and to wipe off
any afperfions which may have beea caft on him, he was in favor
of a committee.

MONDAY, MARCH 22. :

volvea great variefy of difficulties ; he had no doubt of the honor

inz an uniform rule of naturalization, and to the bill to provide
for the mitigation or remiflion of fines, forfeitures and penalties
in certain cafes, were taken into confideration. To the firft bill
onc amendment only was propofed, which was agreed to by the
houfe. The amendment to the other, it was faid, involved anal-
t-ration of the principle on which the bill was founded; other ob-
je€tions were made, and on motion it was voted that the amend-
ment fhould lie on the table. ) $ 24

In committee of the whole; the report of the fele&t committee
on the memorials on the flave trade under confideration. The
fixth article was further difcuffed. Y

Mr. Scott commenced the debate this day in advocating the
prayer of the memorialifts, he was replied to by feveral of the
Southern gentlemen. It was moved that the claufe thould be fiuck
out, this motion being put, it pafled in the negative.

The committee then agreed to the propofition.

The Seventh article was ftruck out of the report. é

The committee then rofe, and the report, as amended and agreed
to, was laid on the table. ¥ r .

A meflage was received from the fenate, with the bill making
appropriations for the fupport of government for the year 1790,
concurred in with amendments. Adjourned. ’

TUESDAY, MARCH 23. .

Sundry memorials and petitions were prefented and read.—
The amendments of the Senate to the appropriation bill were taken
wto confideration—the firflt was agreed to.

The fum allowed by the houle to Gifford Dally, Efq, for fer-
vices ts»erformo:d during the revefs, it was propofed by the Senate
fhould be divided between him and Mr. Mathers the door keep-
er of the Senate, this amendment was obje&ted to ; after fome con-
verfation, the amendment was concurred in with an‘ame nt.

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Rich-
ard Wellsand John Hart, brought in the following report.  *

Refolved, That the pofleffors of the continental bills of credit,
emitted by the authority of Congrefs, before the 18th dayof March,
1780, on bringing the fame into the Treafuryof the United States,
fhall receive certificates for the fame, at the rate of one dollar fpe-
cie value for one bundred dollars of the faid bills ; and the fame
fhall be funded on intereft in the fame manueras the other debts
of the United States. The intereft to commence on the day the
faid bills fhall beloaged in faid treafury-—-and all fuch billsin the
treafury of any State exceeding its quota required by the 2&5 of
Congrefs of the 7th day of Oétober, 1779; and the 18th day of
March,1780,0n being irought into the treafuryof theUnited States
thall be credited to the account of fuch State at the rate aforefaid,
on intereft of fix per cent. per annum---from the time it was re-
ceived into the Treafury of the refpeétive States ; laid on the table.

It was then moved that the houfe fhould take up the report :af
the committee of the whole on the memorials of the peop?eo call
Quakers.—This motion was oppofed by Mr. Jackfon, Mr. Smith,
Mr. Burke, and Mr. Bland—they feverally obferved that the dif~
cuffion of the fubjeét has already excited a fpirit of diffention a~
mong the members of the houfe---and that cvery principle of po-
licy and concern for the dignity of the houfe, and the peace and
tranquility of the United States, concur to fhew the propriety of
dropping the fubjeét, and letting it fleep where it is.~-On the o-
ther hand Mr. Vining, Mr. Hartley, and Mr. Page obferved, that
there was the fame propriety in taking up the fubjeét at the pre-
fent momient, and bringing it to a conclufion as there was for firft
taking it up—--that it has been {o fully difcuffed, that it cannot be
fuppofed gentlemen will go over the fame ground again ; it ma
{oon be determined, to pafs it over will be unprecedented, an
will leave the public mind in the fame State of uncertainty"}'m
which fo much danger is apprehended. B e

The motion for taking up the report was warmly contefted, in
a lengthy debate, and finally paffed in the affirmative, by a ma-
jority ofone  This was followed by a motion for entering the re-
port ot the feleét committee, and the report of the committee of .
the whole on the journals of the houfe.  This motion called vp-
the fpeakers from all fides of the houfe, and wasatlaft determin=
ed by Ayes and Noes as follow., '

-

AYES.

Meflrs Boudinot, Hartley, Partridge,
Brown, Hathorn, Schureman,
Cadwallader, Heifter, Scot,
Contee, Huntington, Sedgwick,
Floyd, Lawrance, Sherman,
Fofter, Lee, Sylvefter,
Gerry, Leonard, Sinnickfon,
Gillman, Madifon, Vining, 33 Go
Goochue, P. Muhlenburg, Wynkoop. 29. .
Griffin, Parker, -

+ " NAYS® -

Meflrs Ames, Jackfon, Sturges,
Bald win, Livermore, Sumpter,
Benfon, Matthews, Thacher,
Bland, Moore, Trumbull, £
Burke, Page, Tucker, is
Carroll, Van Ranfellaer, White, Ligy -
Coles, Smith, (M.) Williamfon. “25e -
Gale, Smith, (8. C.) ;
Grout, Stone, ¢

For the report of the feleét committee, fee No. 96, March 10 -
The fubftance of the1, 3, 5, and 6th propofitions of this report
were agreed to by the committee of the whole, =

_The amendment propofed by the Houfe 'to the Appropriation
Bill, was non-coficurred by the Senate. Adjourned.

The amendments propofed by the fenate to the bill for eftablifh-

-



