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. & Great events give [cope for great virtues ; but |
the main tenor of human life is compofed of fnall oc-

currences.”’

THE greater part of mankind can be conver- |
fant only in fmal) occupations and incidents.
There are few eminent ftations to be filled, and
“few remarkable events to be noticed by men.
‘We fhould therefore conclude, that the materi-
als of our happinefs, and the objects of our duty,
principally confift in the due regulation of the
common tranfactions of life.  In whateverfphere.
a man may move, his virtue is frequently puttoa
trial,refpeéting matters which appeared too trivi-
al to have exercifed his thoughts. He departs
from the line of his duty, and mars his felicity
in many inftances, merely becaufe he does not
view the occafion important enough, to make it
-material in what manner he conducts. There is
no remedy againft the evils which refult from
errors in the fmall concerns oflife, but to acquire
‘fuch virtuous difpofitions and habits aslead us
to prefer right to wrong, in the moft immateri-
al circumf{tance that may occur.

In diftinguifhed fituations, a man may be
prompted to great exertions, and reI.tramed from
vicious actions, from a regard to his character.
But in the humble walks of his life he may fup-

“pofe his character out ofthe reach of notice, and
will not be on his guard againft thofe little flips
and inadvertencies, which are more prejudicial
to his happinefs, and indicate a want of virtuous
-habits, in a greater degree than errors or omif=-
fions of duty, in more confpicuos fituations. The
reafon is obvious- We are feldom called to the
performance of illuftrious actions; but every day
and every hour of life introduces us to common
occurrences. An habitof doing wrong in thefe

.will occur fo frequently that the aggregate of in-
convenience will exceed what would refult from

-a wrong procedure, in the few inftances of emi-

‘nent conduct, with which we may be converfant.

_The danger likewife of error on great occafions
is diminithed by the energy of motive that im-
‘pels us to a& with propriety. y

Habirs of virtue form the only fecurity again{t
the numerous temprations by which we are con-
ftantly (orrounded. ¢ They muft be formed and
fupported,not by unfrequent adts,but by daily and

frequent exertion, in order totheir becoming vi-
gorousand ufeful. Greatevents give icope for great
virtues ; bat the tenor of human life is compofed
of finall o¢eurrences. Within the round of thefe
lie the materials of happinefs of moft men ; the
fubjedts of their duty, and the trials of their vir-
tue. Whatever is to be our profeflion, no edu-
cation is more neceflary to fuccefs, than the ac-
quirement of virtuous difpofitions and habits.
W hether fcience, or bufinefs, or publiclife be our
aim, virtue ftill enters fora principal fhare into
all thofe great departments of fociety. By what-
ver arts we may at firft attradt the artention, we
can hold the efteem,and fecure the hearts of o-
thers, only by amiable difpofitions, difcreet ha-
bits and virtuous actions.”

: BRUSSELS, Jan. 1, r790.
The following is the Copy of a Letter from the Emper-
or to.General D’ Alton, Commander in Chief in the

Low Countries, dated Nov. 22. Intercepted by the
Patriots. ;

“‘F Received, my Gen, this day, by difpatch, your
4 report of the 14th, and I leave you to judge
if I have not reafon to be furpiized, that fince the
31ft of QOctober, which was the date of your laft
Yetter, I have not received from you further re-
ports of the important circumftances and ftate of
the country that is confided to your care. I can
fay nothing of the events, becaunfe I am ignorant
of the difpofitions that are made; but they ap-
ear ine(gcacious, by the evil growing worfe.
he permitting the rebels to eftablifh themfelves
in Flanders, and take Ghent, may be attended by
the moft troublefome confequences.

“ 1 expect, in your nextreport, that the troops
which arrived effected the purpofe. This is not
the moment to complain, but to endeavor for
the general good, and eftablifiment of order in
the provinces,

. Lam flill ignorant of the effects the different
requifitions have produced, and of the evidence
againft the people of diftinction that are arrefted,
. @ you have not mentioned either in your reports.
(Signed)
JOSEPH.”

Copy of a Letter from General D’ Alton to the Emperor,

dated Bruffels, November 27.
Patriots. g
¢ Since my report of the zoth inftant, made
to” your Majefty, the placart of the fame date,
publifhed the day after, proves that my ideas
were juft, upon the intentions of Government ;
the infolence ofthe people, notwithftanding does
not contradict it. Not only the four companies of
the regiment of Clairfayt, and two of Vierfit, are
detained prifoners at Ghent, and that of Captain
Bropore at Bruges, but bands of Patriots are
again upon our frontiers. The day after (the
21{t) the infurgents, to the amount of many thon-
fands, threw themfelves into Turnhout and Hoog-
ftraeten, which they ftill occupy. The rebels of
Flanders are entrenched at Ghent, and many of
them joined thofe in the town of Dieft after an
action in which they loft two or three hundred
men, but obliged Major Broeda, with a divifion
of the regiment of Bender, which he commanded,
to retire to Arfchot, withthe lofsof nineteen men
and a piece of cannon.
¢ The misfortune at Dieft was moft unex-
pected by me, and owing to General Count
Baillet, who commanded at Louvain, deferring
for twenty-four hours the difpofitions I ordered to
make. 3
¢ To parry the danger of the attack upon
Louvain, Iinftantly placed a battalion on the bor--
ders of the foreft of Meldert, to intercept all
thofe inclining that way. ;
¢¢ General Hopencourt having evacuated Mons
without my orders, on the fimple requifition of
Colonel Blekem, who found himfelf threatened at
Namur, I fent him, with his battalion and fqua-
dron to the right of Neville,- where he now is,
and from whence I may order him either to Lou- |
vain or to Bruffels, as occafion may require.

¢ The account of the taking of Dieft, deter-
mined me to aflemble a force at Louvain, to drive
off the infurgents; and I ordered a battalion of
the regiment of Ligne to marchto that garrifon,
and intended myfelf to take the executive com-
mand of four battalions, and three hundred and
fifty horfe, to force that troop of banditti; but
the edict of the 21ftinft. required infinite circum-
fpection on my part, and not to crofs the negocia-
tions of the Minifter, recommended by his letter
to the people, of the 25th inftant. Ienclofed him
a copy of the opinions ofthe fencral officers, and’
Colonel de Brofe, aflembled in council, at my’
houfe ; but having received an equivocal and
verbal anfwer, I addrefled to him a note, acopy
of which I enclofe for your Majefty, and meeting
with a fimilar anfwer, I repeated my reprefenta-
tion; and the Minifter coming to me in company
with the Vice Chancellor, M. Crumpipen every
reafon urged could not make him alter his con-
du&, notwithftandingthe importance of the ob-
ject, under the pretext, that he fhould wait the
effect of his letter, written the 25th, and the
Edict of the 26th; however, I engaged him to
make no farther conceffion, which he promifed
me; Ithen determined to defer my expedition
until the infurgents were informed of the favor-
able difpofition of Government, although I had
taken the preparatory and certain meafures to re-
duce them, &c. &e. :

¢ But what was my aftonifhment to find that the |
Edjc& of that day had been printed, and diftributed
to the public two hours before the Minifter de-
clared, in a note to me (the original of which I
fubjoin to this,) tlat he would not fuffer it to
be publifhed, until we had determined upon that
point. Such is the fitnation in which I find my-
felf, and I dare to hope your Majefty will deign
to fee the defect of that fituation. My troops, "
in garrifons, inceflantly occupied in ftrengthenin
them, thofe detached, harrafled, by continual
marches, and my operations always counteracted, |
or at leaft ftopped by the fhackles of adminiftra- |
tion. Surrounded by thefe misfortunes, I re-.
ceived from Colonel Buckim an account a little |
fatisfactory of thefirft advantage gained over the |
banditti. ‘ .

< Your Majefty will find, by the original, that
I have the honor to tranfmit to you, thatit is|
fufficient to fhew curfelves to this undifciplined
mob to difperfe them; and that the infurrection
in the country would have long fince been fmo- |
thered, if my advice had been attended to, and
above all, if my orders had been obeyed. 1]
exped that my mext report will prove to your
Majefty, how wuch I had reafon to think, that
it is by force alone that thefe people are to be
governed, now that adminiftration are abandon-
ed to the moft humiliating conceflions.

¢ In the mean time I have the honor to tranf-

Intercepted by the

_ded to their reprefentatives.

fent to the minifter; it will, without doubt, prove
to him, that I néver devidted from the conftansg
and uniform conduct I impefed upon myfelf, not
to take any ftep witheut firft confulting him ; and
that I have infinite caufe to complain of the in-
ceffant obftaclesadminiftration throws in my wa
by vifible delays, and other acts, to thofe difpofi-
tions that circumf{tances require. ’
. ““ T1fhall not finifh my report, without inform-
ing your Majefty, that I believe, notwithftanding
all the conceflions of Government;, the Infurgents
will not accede to the propofitions, unlefs the fu=
ture mainténance of their privileges are gauran-
teed by other powers. :

' (Signed) D’ALTON.”

CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
MONDAY, MARCH 1, 17go.

N committee of the whole Houfei—The propofition for affum=
ing the State debts, and the amendments propoled thereto, be=
ing under confideration.
MR. JACKSON obferved, that he had been; from the intro-
duétion of the refolutions before the committee,particularly againit
the one now in contemplation : That he was oppofed to 1t, not

_only in its original form, but in every poflible modification it

might affume. That his indifpofition had prevented his rifing be-

was impoffible for him to know : His duty. compelled him to
come forward ; uot with an expeétation that his imall abilities
could change the fentiments of a fingle member; or that he fhould
gain a fingle profelyte ; but to fhew the reafons for which he op-
pofed the meafure, and to produce fome fals arifing in_the State
he reprefented. He confefled, that if he wasin favor of any ma-
dification, it was the one which an honorable gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. White) had brought forward a few days fince:  As
he had not heen prefent at the former part of the debate, he hoped
the houfe would indulge him in entering on the original ground,
and pointing out the light in which the bufinefs appeared to him.

The queftion might be viewed on three grounds : 1it. the ex-
pedicx:ncy; 2d, the policy ; and 3dly, the juftice of the refolution.

It might be expedient, either from the prefling call of the States

who might complain ofthe grievance of their debts; or, it might
_be expedient from the clamors of the citizens of the refpeétive

States, complaining of the State taxation. = On the firft point, li¢
believed the States had made no {fuch requeft, and that therefore
the expediency, on that head was obviated. That he had heard

‘indeed, that South-Carolina had made fome kind of application;

but that one or two States could not declarethe {enfc of the Uniou 3

“it could be known only by a majority; which did notappear to

demand this affumption. That on the contrary he believed ama-
Jjority of the States were againit the propofition; and that. North-
Carolina had made it an article of amendment, ‘ that Congrefs
fhould not interfere with the ftate debts,”” and that the voice of

_North-Carolina, as well as South=Carolina, fhould be attended to.

With refpeét to individual citizens, no complaints had been
made to the houfe ;. no petitions or inftru&ions had been forwar-
Here he would remark, that it was
on this latter principle he wifhed; at aformer day; the poftpone-
ment of the queftion, that the fenfe of his conftituents might be
known: The wifk of individuals was therefore not alcertain-
cd by cither method, and he believed that a great majonty were
for the State dcbts remaining as they were:  That they were fatis-
fied with the State taxation known and accuftomed methods,
handed down to them by their anceftors. Many of the States had
impofed taxes in thofe certificates, and had extinguifhed a great
part of the State debts ; which taxes the citizens had chearfully
fubmitted to : This had been done in the State he reprefented.

To thofe, he obferved, he might add a third realon, why it was
uot expedient, the creditors themfelves had not requefted it; there
was no petition, no evidence to warrgnt a conftruction that they
wifhed it. 4 ; L

He would now confider its policy : Here the field expanded.
He had as high an opinion of the Secretary’s abilities as any man
They were confpicuous : The force of his genius was ftriking, and
his talents in the repost wereadmired ; buthe was one of thole who
did notthink the Secretaty infallible ; as longas he poffefled human
nature, fo long would he poflefs the imperfeétions and failings of
human nature. Ambition, laudable perhaps; to do the utmoft for
the Union, might lead him too far, and the plan; evidently to him,
in its policy, had reference to onc of two points { Firft, thatit
is extended as an additional ligature to the continent, by detachin
the creditors from their dependance on the ftate govcmmcnu,lni
transferring that dependance to the nation, and thereby making it
the intereft of the remote parts of the Union to fupport its mga-
fures ; or, fecondly, by this fpecious method of relicving the States,
to remove every pretext for taxation from them,and thercbx throw
that power entirely into the hands of Congrefs. )

If we examine however the firft of thofe pofitions, we fhall find
it will not hold its ground ; for, the fecurities of the refpeétive
States, likethofe of the continent, will change their holders ; nay,
they are already to the fouthward gone from the original creditors
and are in the hands of fpeculators : they will like the continental
fecurities, be drawn to a point in a few commercial cities, or travel
into the hands of foreigners, The ligature, if this pofition is true,
‘will therefore not hold ; the tie will foon be broken; -

The fecond will better ftand its ground; ind I grant that the
whole powers of taxation may be abforbed by the Union. But
Sir, is it policy to takeall the powers of taxation from the-indi
vidual States and lcave thenr with the fhadow of a government,
Is it policy to reduce their power to the infignificance of a.{mall
city corporation, or will the citizens be pleafed with it ? A ma-
jority, I believe, will be found attached to the modes and the laws
of the State governments. Some of the moft zealous partizans of
the prefent government, in the State conventions, in order to point
out its excellencies, compared it toa pyramid ; the foundationof

which was the broad bafis of the people, the middle or fecond
ftory the State governments, and the top or head the government
of the Union. Sir, let us beware, left in weakening this centre
work, the head itfelf is dot in danger. The {yftem before the
committee would require amultitude of tax gatherers, who would
be oppreflive to the people ; and at the beft view what would the

Ecople gain, but a change of maftersand cuftoms which they had

een ufed to, for mafters and cuftoms they had been unacquainted
with.
The Union, he obferved, had been frequently compared to a

mit to your Majefty a copy of a note, ‘1 this day

rope of fand ; it was well to beware, left the argument be carried
too far the other way ; left this ligature—this cord, by its too great

fore : That altho many arguments muft have been ufed, whichit |




