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¢ Deceit difcovers alittle mind, which flops at tem-
porary expedients without rifing to tomprehenfive views
of condut.” . :

E often meet with perfons who wifh to pafs

W themfelves off upon the world, for fome-
thing different from what they really are. Per-
haps there are few people who, in all fituations,
are contented to be viewed in their true colors.

eception, however, will fooner or later betray
itfelf ; and no mafk can be fpecious enough to
prevent the charaéiers of men from being ulti-
mately tried by a genuine ftandard. Low cun.
fling may tempt men into artifices that produce
fome temporary advantages ; but fuch people
foon finifh their career of fame and mﬂuenf:e. A
man of mere cunning takes but a parrow view of
the caufes that lead to real profperity. He ima-
gines he has an acute difcerpmcnt, and commen-
ces his plans of intrigue with alluring hopes of
fuccefs. But fortunately for mankind, it gener-
ally happens, that before he has done himfelf
much good, or others much hurt, he is entangled
in a web of his own weaving.

There is a firange propenfity in men to occu-
py arefpectable ftation inlife, in fome eafier way,
than by dcfer'vin¥ it. To rifegradually into dif-
tinction by regular fteps of merit, does not com-
port with the ardor and impatience of:gn enter-
prifing fpirit, Itis Prefumed by ambitious men
that 2 more expeditious mode may be ac'iogted,
and that 'thc{ may accelerate thei.r object by

putting on fallacious appearances. His head muit

¢ weak, who does not forefee the effect of {uch
‘ ifguife ; and his heart muift be perverfe, who
;.o'es nat deteft the practice of it. When a per-

on, on his firft fecting opt in life, aflumes a fa//z
character, it is a proof, either, that he has not
confidence in his rea/ one, or that he has a native
predilection for duplicity. Candor and fincer-
ity are the only fafe ground, on which any one can
tread, whomeans to preferve the refpect and good
will ot his fellowmen. He may, to be fure cap-
aivate attention, and even gain fome confidence
and efteem by an artificial glare of conduct, But
I appeal to the experience of every ?crfon who
ever tricd to promote his views, by tricks of cun-
ning, andlan 'uagg of infincerity, whether h.e d;‘d
not find that éle end of all his efforts was difqui-
etude and gi.ifgi'ace- No prudent man would ven.
ture, and no honorable man vs:on]d wifh a repu-
tation fo ’(]e§;a,din gand precarious.

Itisimpoffiblein the nature of things,that there
fhould ng;’ be a want of conﬁ.ﬁency in the actions
of a man, who commences his courfe in falﬂ;ppd.
There are perplexities ugavoxad.a,bly artendin
every departure from truth, which will expofe
men, in fpite of the moft artful cq)nppg, with
which tranfactions of t}cccit caxilbg “!o_{!c, . The
moment aman re_liuq'm{hgs truthan qur:dealm
as a guide, he has nothing certain to direct his
fteps. For, when he is reduced to a fhift, that re-

uires a difavowal of his real motives, he muft
?an.'.alkinfq contradictions, There is not dex-
terity enough in the faculties of the moft faga-
cious man, to purfue a lon‘g courfe of du licity,
undifcovered. Itis true fome dark, myfterious
m¢ n, rcta,:jy through life a cop_ﬁdprabl; degree of
ini ence, Butit fhould be remembered thefe

‘are generally a paffive kind of characters, who

rather may be faid, not to act, at al!,.tjl_qn to ack
infincerely. They learn, by concealing their ac-
tual defects, a prudentline of demeanor thatis a
ﬁ;bé'tiwty;'g_ for valuable qualifications. This ne-
gative repugation can be no. defirable object for
4 man of vigor and enterprize.

,g‘.h'éfg. who are ambitious to make a refpectable
figure i ,@cjety,, d- take an active part.in the
IZULS ) tpcIeLy, and tak ,
momnientous affairs,of ‘I'EE world, fhould have too.
much fpirit to be fatisfied with a negative cha-
racier, and.too much. honefty to wear a difguifed
qne, They muft not, fhrink from that ferntiny
vgxi;:]] exh%i_tgthqir qu ﬁiti:;s,i%t)ii;ir moft natur-
al fhades, If they wll'; bear t
‘tr h,and,irsrafqm_ﬂ)f
iﬁsxmatﬂy rife into

he examination of
iftinguifhed notice. A man
eftitute of intrinfic worth, can not know himfelf
too fog for if he is _gﬂiqqd tomove in the in-
ferior walks of life, it can be no confolation to
him that he had artfully or accidentally reached
a_confpicuoys ftation, which was ‘beyond the,
Tphere of his merit. I cannot clofe this number
better than by prefenting the reader with an ex-
tract from an elegant author, whofe remarks on
this fubjectare fprightly and pertinent.

- ““ That darknefs of character, where we can
“ feg mo heart—thofe, foldings of art through

re is no danger but they will

which no native affetion is allowed to pene-
; trate, p}'cfent anobjec¢t unamiablein every fea-
¢ fon of life, but particularly odious in youth.—

If at an age when the heart is warm, when the
emotions are ftrong, and where nature is ex-
pected to fhew itfelf free and open, we can al-
ready fmile and deceive, what is to be expect-
ed, when we fhall be longer hackneyed in the
o ways of men, when intereft fhall have com-

pleted the obduracy of our hearts, and exper,

¢ ence fhall have improved us in all the arts of
¢ guile 7

ADDRESSof theSOCIETY of the CINCINNATI n theState of
: SOUTH-CAROLINA. 2
VOTED NOVEMBER 17, 1789,
TosC;E'ORRCE WASHINGTON, Prefident of the United States.
POSSESSED of every feeling that can a& on grateful hearts,
the Society of the Cincinnati eftablifhed in the State of South-
Carolina, beg leave to congratulate you on the bappy occafion
which has once again placed you in a fituation of rcmfering gene-
ral good to their country.
_Retired from the buly fcenes of life, to reap the rewardsof your
virtuous aéts, and to enjoy the glory you had already obtained,
your fellow-citizens received you with exulting happinefs ; they
faw in you the patriot-hero, the friend and faviour of their country ;
and with hearts filled with gratitude and affe€tion, they invoked
;lhc Allwife-Difpofer of human events to render that retirement
appy.

The period, however, arrived when the abilities of the virtuous
patriot were again to be called forth to affume a public charaéter.
A general political government was formed, by which the hap.
pinefs of the country for whofe liberty you had fought, was now
to be eftablifhed.  To prefide at the head of thisnew government,
to eftablifh it with permanency, the people fought, in the Great
Wafhington, the virtues on which they could relz with fafety, and
from which they might expeét to receive every benefit without al-
loy. "They had experienced his abilities, they had experienced
his integrity and his.inviolable love for his country. Nor did
they feck in vain. The fame noble fpirit which auated you at
the beginning of our late conteft with Great-Britain,now operated.
—You received and obeyed the fummons ; and although you
fhould make a facrifice, yet you nobly determined—It was the
voice of your country, in whofe fervice every inferior confideration
of eafe and retirement muft give place.

As citizens, we congratulate you, Sir, on this additional proot
of your country’s confidence. 'As foldiers who partook with you
in many of the dangers and hard(hips which attended the general
army under your command, we beg leave to exprefs our warmeft
attachment to your perfon, and fincereft wifh for your happinefs
and honor ; and that we may, under your rule, fupported y your
amiable virtues, happily experience and long enjoy the fruits of
of a government which ias for its bafis, the GOOD of the PEQ-
PLE of AMERICA. By order of the Society,

(Signed) WILLIAM MOULTRIE, Prefident.

The PRESIDENT's ANSWER.

To the STATE SOCIETY ofthe CINCINNAT/ in South-Carolina.
GENTLEMEN, ; :

ROM a conviction that the difpofitions of the fociety of the Cincinnati
F ¢flablifhed in the State of South-Carolina are peculiarly friendly to
me, 1 cannot receive their congratulations on the occafion” which gave
birth to their addrefs, without emotions ;{ eculiar fatisfallion.

The interefl that my fellow-citizens fo kindly took in the happinefs
which the A’" me enjoy inmy retirement after the war, is rather to be
aan'buuiy tatheir great partial:‘? in my favor, than to any fingular title
1T had tq their g»atitudeand affeélion. e .

Notwithflanding I was confcious that my abilities had been too highly
appreciated : yet I felt, that, wllalevgr they were, ﬂ:ly country had a
Jufl claim upon me, whenever the exercife of them d be deemed con-
ducive to its welfare. With fuch feelings, I could not r’e'[u e to obey that
voice which 1 had always been accuflomed to refpeély nor hefitate to ﬁvreg_o
a rofokution which I had formed of paffing the remainder of my days in
retirement.  And fo far am I from having reafon to repent of the decided
meafure I took, in the crifis of organizing a new general government, that
I ought rather,fqhaps, to_felicttate myfelf upon having met the wifkes,
and c?erienct the affiftance of a patriotic and enlightened  people, in
my arduous undertaking. 1 errzeal

Always fatisfied that 1 jhould be [upported in the adminifiration. of

my office, by the friends 0{ good government in general, I counted upon
tﬁi ]gfomblt - fentiment and conduél of the officers of the late army in par-
ticular,  Nor has my expellation been decerved. — As they were formerly
diflinguifhed.by their emnent fortitude and patriotifm in their " military
ﬂvice, during the moft trying occafions, [o are the fame men now, min-
&led in the mafs of citizens, confpicuous for a difinterefled love of order,
and & jealous attention to the prefervation of the rightsof mankind, Nor
15 it conceivable that any members of the ta[muumt; j:o;dd‘bq :odn r:{or.
thy of the enjoyment of liberty, or more zealous to frerpetuate its durai 1o,
lh);nflhcgﬁ w,r'xg have _//b nab/yyund Jo fuccefsfully defended its flandara in
the new world.

1. fincerely thank you, Gentlemq,far your expreffion of attackment to
my perfon, and wi/{ for my happinefs and honor. On my part, I only

\dare ta engage, it fkall be my inceffant ffudy, that you may happily ex-
|perience and long enjoy the fruits of @ government, which has for its
!baﬁ: the goodof the American people. G. WASHINGTON.

CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
THURSDAY, FEB. 25, 1790.

N Committee of the whole Houfe—The propofition. foraffum-
I ing the State Debts and the amendments propofed thereto by
Mr. White, being under confideration,

: : (coNTINUED.) :

! Mr. GErry ina fpeech of fome lengt ) combated the prin-
jciple on which the motion was founded—it contemplated, he
!faid, the debts in queftion as the debts of the ftates, while in fact
;the were the debts of the United States; for the flates had: con-
‘traéted the debts as agents of the union—-anq it_was well known,
ithat a debt contraéte by an agent was as binding on, as though
lit had been done by the principal; it being an eftablifhed max-
;im, “ qui facit per alium fait per. fe,” there can be no diftin&ion
{in equity then between a debt contraéted by Congrefs, its quarter-
mafters, or other purchafing officers, and by a ftate employed b
iCongrefs; the creditors in each cafe being the creditots of the uni-
on. Mr. Gerry faid, he had before ftated, that the firft army,

although federal, was raifed, fupplied and paid by the flates, till
it 'was commanded by continental officers—that the ftates, on the

requifitions of Conurefs, had made good the depreciation of the
Pay of the army—had frequently fupplicd and recruited it, had
at the rcqucQ of Congrefs, affTumed the debts of the union, by
takl.ng up certificates of purchafes made by federal officers, b')'
Paying intereft of the federal debt, and by various other modes,
and one ftate (Pennfylvania) if he was not mifinformed, had affum-
ed to the amount of five million dollars of the federal debt due to
her citizens, ‘and placed this fum on the flate funds. As the ftates
then are mdcbl'cd to their citizens, ought not thefe in equity to be
Paid by the United States, for property thus fupplied them? When
the citizens credited the flates, the latter had all the refources of
the union ; they had the impoft, excife, and fole right of dire
taxation; for although Congrefs had the power of taxing flates,
thcy could g0 no farther, and that power could not be exercifed
from the want of a rule of apportionment required by the confe-
deration, becaufe the ftates could not form an eftimate of their
Property as required by that compa& : It muft therefore be evi-
dent, as the citizens entrufted the Katcs with fupplies for the uni-
on, on the credit of certain ftate refources, and by the late revo-
lution in the fyftem of government, thefe refources are by the uni-
on in part alienated from the ftates to the federal government,
which is the cafe of the impoft; and as Congrefs are now extend-
ing their taxation, to another part, the cxcil%, on which refources
the ftate creditors principally depended, Congrefs are bound in
juftice and equity to provide for the payment of thefe debts con.-
traéled, at the requeft and for the benefit of the United States.
They are bona fide debts of the union, and only differ from the
federal liquidated debt in the form of the negociation; perhaps it
may be faid, that the creditors having confidered the ftates asdeh-
tors, have no legal claim againft the United States. But fhould
Congrefs att upon fuch an unjuftand ungenerous principle, would
not the ftate creditors have reafon to confider the whole s a ftate
trick or juggle to defraud them of their dues? And would they
ever after rely on the faith of Congrefs? There can be no good
rcafon then for the affertion, that the ftates can only be creditors,
or in other words, that their debts can be only aflumed, accord-
m‘s to'the proportions of the balances that may be due to them
e pc&wel{von a final liquidation. Mr. Gerry faid, the gentle-
man (Mr, White) had obferved, that by adopting the firft amend-
ment, we fhould again open the door for ftate claims; that if it
fhould remain fhut, perhaps fome injuftice would take place, but
if the doors fhould again be openied, there would be great uneafi-
nefs among fome of the ftates. In anfwer to this Mr. Gerry con.
cewcd., that the ftates confidered juftice asthe bafis of their yltem
of policy, and would never be oppofed to a meafure that would
prevent injuftice. If however, he was miftaken in this point; if
the foundations of the ftate and federal governments were not laid
in juftice, he thought their career would be but (hort ; but he had
no apprehenfions of this kind,

He obferved that Mr. White had faid, in cafe of an aflumpti-
on, fome ftate creditors may accede to it, and others not ; that of
the latter number would probably be the citizens of Virginia, in

payment of the debts affumed by the anion. But where is the
difficulty, fays Mr. Gerry, in this cafe? Congrefs, confidering
the ftate creditors of Virginia ascreditors of the union, will pro=
vide for them as for other federal creditors, And it will make
no difference to the creditors, to the ftate, or to Congrefs, whether
the latter pays the intéreftto the ftate, and the ftate to the credi-
tors, or whether Congrefs pays it diretly to the creditors, This
feems too clear to be genier i

The gentlerman has faid, if the debts are affumed, Congrefls will
fund, but not difcharge them ; whereas the ftates will do both.
How, fays Mf. Gerry, doesit appear that Congrefs will be lefs
difpofed than the ftates, to pay off the public debt ? The fecretary
in his report has an eye toa finking fund ; and there is no doubt
of every exertion on z: att of the uaion, to difcharge the debt.
True it is, the flates, with the impoft and excife, have made fome
progrefs in this bufinefls ; but deprived of thofe refources; there
will be lefs profpeét ofthe debts being paid by the fates, than by
the United States, The debts of the ftates will now accumulate,
as the federal debt did whilft the flates had thofe refources,

The gentleman fays, that if all the revenue from impoft and ex-
cife is thrown into our hands, it will not be ad uate, and we
muft refort to dire& takes, which would meet the difa probatien
of all the States.  But in anfwer to this, Mr. Gerry ob&rvcd, that
we have but little experience of the avails of the impoft, and none
of the excife, and can thercfore form no judgment how far they
are capable of improvement. One thing we know, that the im=
poft is greatly injured by the State adminiftration of excife, and we
alfoknow thatthe latter is eluded in a great meafureineach State; {o
that under the federal adminiftration of impof and excife, both
would probably be much increafed. &

Mr. Gerry then mentioned the defalcations of excife ; that the
colle®ion of it was generally fuppofed in Maffachufetts, not to
exceed 25 per cent. of what oughtto be the amount,and ftated the
manner in which the payment of it was eluded. It is impoffibleg
therefore, fays he, at this time to determine whether thofe refour<
cesare or are not equal to the funds required. But fuppofe the
are not, how does it appear that theStates will be uneafy at dire
taxation, if it is neceflary to fupport public credit? 1 confider
public credit as.the main pillar of the government. If it is well
cltablifhed it will be more valuable than the mines of Peru; for it
will command what refources you may want—and thofe can do
no more : it will alfo command the confidence and attachment of
 your beft citizens, which will be infinitely more valuable—will
' ftrengthen your government, and make it:mmoveable. A govern-
~ment founded in juétice is fo great a blefling as that enlightencd:

citizens, like thofe of the United States, will not only contribiite
their property, but will rifk every thing in fupport of fuch a go-
| vernment. Mines may enable a iovernm‘ent to procare an arm

' of mercenaries but the power of thefe is not to he compared witK
i that of good citizeas, afting from principle. It cannot therefore
{be doubted, that if direét taxes are neceffary to pay the juft debts
of the Union, and to fupport its credir, the citizens will fubmit
‘to it.

If we refer to the propofitions of the States for amending the
conftitution, thereis nothing in them that juftifies the contrary
fuppofition ; but I fhall be always oppofed to direét taxes till it -
fhall appear that they are indifpenfibly neceflary, 38

The gentleman fuppofes that the affumption will lefen the in-
fluence of the States and elevate the general government, and: has
quoted my obfervation, that the States out of debt, would be out-

ftated a cafe, an fays, if owning an eftate he owed money onyit,
he fhould think it more fafe to take the eRate into his hands and
pay his debts with its incomes, than to mortgage his eftate to ano-
ther on his engaging to pay the debts—But Mr. Gerry obférved,
that the refources for paying the State debts are taken from them,
ana the queftion in the cafe ftated is, whether the owner of an ef-
tate who owed debts on it, would not expeét that the perfon who
occupied it fhould with the incomes pay the debts of the eftate

rather than leave the owner to pay them. In the cafe of a minor,

which cafe fhe muft pay Kerown creditors, and contribute to the | -

of danger : and not as gentlefen in the oppofition conceived, im -
debt out of danger, To confute this doftrine, the gentlemnan has
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