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FOR THE GAZETTE OF THE UNITED STATES.
LETTER. No. L

SIR,
I HAVE feen in the papers accounts of larze Affociations, and appli-
cations to government for the abolition of ][Jvtr)'- Religion, humani-
fv, and the generofity naturalto a free people, are the nable principles
which ditate thofe meafures.  Such motives command refpedl, and are
a@bove any elogium words can beflow. :

Altho I fuily applaud, and “join in the wifke tofee flavery abolifhed,
L muft however confefs, that what I have collecled, on the means for ob-
taining theend, out of thofe channels has given me no_fatisfattion.

The [ubjeét is in my opinion, of higher moment than has been reprefent-
ed : Slavery is not ‘only contrary to the feelings of freemen, but to the
principles of a free government ; it not only viciatesit, but it mujt alfo be
confidered, that in America the evil is a decp-rooted and daily increafing
one ; that to effeit a cure, palliatives are dangerous, and nomore applica-
bleto it, then they are in the mortification of gangrenated bodies ; that to
heal this political and moral evil, and to do firiét juftice on all fides, is a
difficult ts/l : For which re;ﬁm, Iprefume, that this matter mufl only be
confidered, and even decided, on the ground of philofophical and political
argument. On this very fcale I fhall try to flate the nature of the queftion,
and the meafures for a radical cure ;7;.‘” evil.

Agreeable to the order mentioned, 1 fhall take up the fuljedt, firft on
philofophical ground. Innumerable are the beings on the globe, yet the
eternal wifdom has claffed them all, gradually defcending from animated
20 inanimated nature ; diftinguifkable differences of form, fize, Jeren, th,
weaknefs, ferocity, mildnefs, fenfibility, inerty, inamimation,are exyﬁnt.
Thofe differences have been proved by philo_ﬁ)[hical enquiry, to sproceed
by gentle tints and fhadows, till obfervation on thofe fubjeg.t 15 fet at nought.

No lefs wonderful is a fomeihing fimilar order in the vegetable and.mi-
neral kingdoms : In thofe we find aj/b, well divided claffes, gradua-
ted, connelled, yet all marked out in different charaélers ; fuch inflances
are numerous, but beyond my firength to invefligate, and beyond the limits
of this [h:fer ; however, inorder to throw light on the ideas I have com-
municated, 1 will fele@, and confider atlarge, a few examples out of the
animal kingdom.

From the elephant tothe fmalleft infeél, vifible to the eye by a microfcope
only, what a graduation of fizes, of animals, does there fland between
thofe two extremes ; firength, fagacity, and temper, are objells mo lefs
&radually diminifking, and form diftiné charaélers, between individuals
of the great fum of animated bzings.

An other graduation is remarkable ; nature goes not from one fpecies
of animals abruptly to the next ; there are beings who feparate one fort

Jfrem the other, and partake in their form, and habit, fomething of both ;
thofe Icall intermediate beings.

Examples of this defcription are plentiful 5 for inflance amphibious ;
of thefe, t/z(g[ea-lion, the fea-cow, the fea-horfe, the fea-dog, the beaver,
the otter, &c. partake at'once of the nature of fik, and of fome land
animal they have refemblance to.  Only one ‘more’ of thefe Ibeg leave
to mention : on the Cape of Good. Hope, a duck, at once fifk and fowl, is
often met with, the form is that of a common wild duck, but the wings are
conflruiled like the fins of a fifk ; thofe ducks fly horizontally over the wa-
zer to hunt the fifk fwifter in [wimming than they are; but their power
of flying is over as foon as their wings become dry; they lay their eggs in
cliffs on fhore, and” there breed their young ones; this I prefume is one of
the intermediate beings, between fowl’ and fifk.

In feveral [pecies of animals, altho likenefs is apparently great, how
different is their nature : This we will exemplify by the lion, and a large
dag, of whick there isin Afia la{/}uciu of a kind and fhape, almoft next to
the lion, called thelion-dog : Ancient hiflory records that fuch an one
was given to Alexander, King of Macedonia ; this needs no_further def-
<ription, for even to this day the breed is not extinél ; the Mogul, and
other Afiatic Princes, hunt the lion till with_them ; afingle one, armed
with a fleel collar, and breaft harnefs, fights on equal chance, and two
of thefe vanquifh the lion eafily. The bull-dog, and the wolf with the
Jhort muzzie, the [mall fpannel with the fox, the domeflic catwith the
tyger, have all firiking refemblances, but how different are they in cha-
raller, habit and tempey.

Among animals avowed to be of the fame kind, the differences are no
lefs perfedly afcertained. Thi:_{e/d 13 as extenfive as the former : It
wwould tire the attention to walk thro all the images it is able to jur;.z/h ;
hence 1 fhall keep within fhort bounds of the moft common objeéls.  From
the beforementioned Afiatic lion-dog, tothelittle long-haired delicate Span-
tfhdog, which lies [narling in the lap of a lady, or cowardly barks out of
a bt{id, lined with cotton, what a difference of charaller, firength &c.
and how many fizes, and [pecies, ftand between thefe two dogs.  The no-
ble Arabian horfe, the fwift tartarian, the barb, the Englifh hunter, the
heavy and large offries and the dwarf Norwegian horfe, are all hor-
Jes, yet how duffevently are they marked out.

In the human fpecies,differences are no lefs firiking and abfolute. The
Patagonian giants, the dwarfs of Laponia, the elegantly proportioned fi-
gure,and beautiful color of our ladies, and of fome European nations ;
the Chinefe ; the copper-colored men ;5 the blacks with long hair ; the
white negrowith red [pots and white hair, called kakerlak by the Dutch ;
the African, and fouthern Papoe negro, with fhort woolly hair, are all of
the fpecie called mankind, but how greatly do they differ, not alone in co-
lor and figure, but alfo in original charaéler.

Plinius gives adefeription of men, living inthe interior parts of Afri-
ca ; they have cars flanding upwards, like horfes’ ears, their mouth is
a long fhaped wolfs muzzle, and they have nails like a bear, flanding

Jiff at the end of their fingers.  This kind of men carried on bloodywars
agmr}:]/l the Ethiopiavs, and were finally rendered tributary by the latter :
they have been feen, in the armies of the Ethiopians, in their wars with
the Egyptians, and Romans. When I travelled in the Afiatic fouthern
Hemi[phere,a Prince, foverign of one of {thafe iflands, gave me a deferip-
tion of the fame kind of men, living in fome iflands next to him: This
Prince was a ftranger to Plinius’s account, and the unprovoked narra-
tive, and perfeél refcmblance of his defeription was the firft confirmation I
ebtained that Plinius had told no tale’; but I have fince,in Europe, feen a
female of that monftrous fpecie, brought from Africa to Marfeilles. This
creature was thought to be of the monkey kind, but her knces confirmed me
in the belief, that fhe wasof the intermediate beings, bywhich nature goe s
Srom onc_/,'bccfe to another, and probably thofe creatures fland between
mankind andthe monkey fpecie : The knees of this female flood forwards,
like thofe of men, but n general all quadrupedes have the knees of their
hind leg s flanding backwards : She anfwered alfo the defeription given
by Plinius, and by the Afiatic Prince.

From this perufal, litile doubt can remain that all thofe quoted diflinc-
tions are explanatory proofs of the immutable order of the univerfe, infhi-
tuted by the infinite wifdom of the Almighty : Can human law change the
Sftem; o1 by intermixing fpecies, overthrow the fixed order of nature,
and impreve the original ? Is it in the power af men, to make out of a
cur a bull dog 5 out of a Norwegian dwarf-horfe, a noble Arabian ; out
of the voracious wolf, a_companionable Newfoundland dog ; out of the
wild mufk-bull, a domeflic ox, to till his ground ; out of the Laponian
dwarf,a Patagonian giant? If this can be done, then he can alfo make
out of the fheep-hairy African negroe, a [pirited, nobles and generous
American Freeman !

My next letter 1 fhall make fhorter 5 the length of this I could not well
avoid. RUSTICUS.

PARISIAN INTELLIGENCE.
Paris, Nov. 26. Frofly Nighes.

M DuronT, a Member of the National Af-

. fembly, is a great advocate for the Caiffe
d’Efcompte. He pretends that it never ftopped
payment ; on the contrary, he aftirms, with con-
fidence, that it daily paysnow between three and
four hundred thoufand livres, and refufes no bills
or notes. He farther remarks, that the Bank of
England, fo renowned forits exactnefs, when the
Pretender was in Scotland did not ceafe payment,
it is true ; but difcharged its notes in thilling
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and fixpenny picces ; which operation went on
fo flowly in the payments, that not a thoufand
pounds fterling were paid in a day. And yer,
fays M. Dupont, it was never aflerted, that the
Bank of England had become bankrupt. The
faid member infifts, that the nation ought in juf-
tice and gratitude, either pay what fhe owes to
the Caifle, or aggregate it to the National Bank,
according to M. Necker’s plan.

A new plan ofa National bank has been pro-
pofed by a M. Cabains ; it is very concife, and
in all probability will be adopted. It excludes
the Caifle d’Efcompte, which will be reimburfed.

A very generous prefent was fent to the Na-
tional Aflembly by the Nuns of Maubeuge. They
are forry, they fay, in the letter that accompanies
the gift, that it is not in their power to fend any
plate (they gave it all to Louis XV) to encreafe
the fpecie ; but, to make amends, they offer to
the nation an annual income of 147,000 livres
(61251.) The national Aflembly receivedit with
demonftratiovs of gratitude and joy.

There is a fcheme of melting the bells of all
the churches. They may be of fome {ervice.

Since the Members of the National Aflembly

ve their buckles, no filver ones are to be feen
in the ftreets. It is true, thatthe apprehenfion of
being ftopped by fome daring fellows, who, un-
der pretence of ferving their country, ftrip you

"of whatever vifible filver or gold they can find on

you, does not a little contribute to render almoft
every individual generous. I have fent mine,
and my fifter her gold ear-rings, and thimble to
the Mint.

Yefterday, as it was reported, was the day ap-
pointed by the Ariftocratic party to produce a
counter-revolution. All the diftri¢ts were under
arms {rom midnight till ten o’clock in the morn-
ing. Thank GQ(%, it was a falfe alarm ; and I
do not imagine we fhall experience another fhock
within this year. The national Aflembly begins
to acquire a confiftency, and the provinces in
general feem fatisfied, andadopt all the articles
pafled at the National Aflembly with feeming fa-
tisfaction. His Majefty remainsin flatu guo, and
there is no probability of his hunting this autumn,

The Duke of Bourbon and his fon have left
Turin.

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.
ThurfZay, Nov. 19.

We have already mentioned the Articles of the
Conftitution decreed this day.

A Report was read from the Committee of War,
the beginning of which deferves to be noticed.
““ Although it be neither the intereft of France, nor
the wifh of Frenchmen to make conquefts, we mufl
neverthelefs have an army always on foot, and
ready for action, to refift the attacks of power-
ful and armed neighbours, &ec.”’

To keep up fuch an army, two methods are
propofed. Firft,Perfonal fervice by every French-
man, without diftin¢tion, for four years, at Jeaft
once in his life ; allowing fuch only as are inca-
pable of perfonal ferviceto find fubftitutes. Se-
cond, Volunteers willing to ferve for pay, to
open a field for thofe whofe inclination may lead
them to the profeflion of arms. No man, after
ferving once, to be ordered out a fecond time,
but by his own confent ; and in cafe of war, ba-
chelors, to take the field before married men.

This report was ordered to be printed.

[ The bufinefs of Friday is related in the fore
mer part of this letter.]

Saturday, Nov. 21.

The Canons of St. Genevieve having offered to
prefent their magnificent library to the city of
Paris, it was this day propofed to ratify the gift ;
but the Aflembly declined giving any opinion on
'the fubject.

The Baron de Comere, who has long been em-
ployed on calculations of finance, prefented a
plan, which he requefted leave to read at the bar.
This could not be granted ; but the plan was re-
ferred to the Committee of Finance, with an in-
ftruction totake it into immediate confideration.

Wednefday, Nov. 25.

The following articles of Conftitution were de-
creed :

““The prefent municipalities of all cities,
towns, parithes, or communities, under whatever
title or qualification, are fupprefled and abolith-
ed ; and, in the mean time, Magiftrates now in
office fhall continue their functions, till others be
appointed in their room.

On a petition from the City of Metz, fetting
forth that the Parliament, by a new arret, had
acknowledged that liberty and union furrounded
ithe King and National Aflembly, and profefling
‘their fincere repentance for the error into which
report had led them, the Affembly decreed, that
the attendance of the Members of that Parlia-
ment at the bar fhould be difpenfed with; and
the petition from the City in their behalf print-
ted in the minutes.

A difcufiion rook place on the neceffity of defi-
ning, in clear and precife terms, the crime of
treafon againft the State ; but as this will make
part of the labours of the Committee of Confti-
tution, the matter was referred to that Commit-
tee.
The firft part of the penfion lift, containin
twenty four quarto pages, is publithed. The

plan of the work, i5 to divide the whole into
feven parts ; the firft to contain, in alphabetical
order, the names of all thofe who enjoy penfions
of 20,000 livres and upwards, with the age of
the penfioner, the date of the penfion, and the
reafons for which it was given ; the fecond, from
8,000 livres to 20,000 ; the third, fiom 2,400 to
8000 ; and fo on.

The refult of the firft part, which is faid 1o be
very incorrect, is that eighty-fix perfons fuare
among them annually 2,895,623 livres. Of thefe
ten are Ladies ; fifieen fuperanuated, or dif.
charged Minifters ; twenty {ix-perfons, whofe fer-
vices were never heard of ; five whom the nation
would recompence more liberally, and thir:_yn;'
for whofe zeal and talents ten thoufand livres
would be a liberal reward. The reafons moft
commonly afligned for granting thefe penfions
are, to make good a penfion no longer paid by
fome foreign Prince, or to reward political fer-
vices.

Marfhal Broglio enjoys four feveral penfions,
making together 70,000 livres.

Thurfday, Nov, 26.

The fitting in the morningof this day was re-
markable for the extraordinary progrefs made in
the organization of the primary and intermedi-
ate Aflemblies

A Deputy from Guadaloupe propofed, in the
name ofthe Weft India Depaties, to appoint a
Committee of planters and merchants toreceive
and examine all plansof Conftitution for the Co-
lonies ; to which, heobferved, the principles of
Conftitution for the Continent where not proper-
ly applicable. The confideration of this propo-
fition was poftponed.

A decree was pafled, forbidding all perfons,
holding or exercifing public offices to receive any
prelent or gratification of any kind or nature, on
pain of being punifhed as guilry of extortion ;
and it was ordered to be prefented immediately
for the Royal fanétion.

The confideration of M. Necker’s plan fora
National Bank was refumed.

The prevailing opinion feemed to be, that the
general ftate of the financesis not yet fufliciently
inveftigated to enable men to judge of the advan-
tages or difadvantages of fach a plan.

The Aflembly ordered the Committee of Fis
nance, in concert with the firft Minifter, to draw
upa detailed account of the demands that require’
ninety millions over and above the aual reve-
nue for the year 1790, with an eftimare of ways
and means for raifing that fum ; and adjourned
the further difcuffion till Saturday.

The Bifhop of Treguier has publifhed a fecond
mandate, in which he retracts all that he faid in
his former againft the revolution and the proceed-
ings of the National Afflembly. In confequence
of this recantation, the fame indulgence has been
foliciced for him that was granted to the parlia-
ment of Rouen and Metz, but hitherto without
effect.

Saturday, Nov. 28,

M. Guillotin called the attention of the Affem-
bly to fome amendments which he conceived
highly neceflary tobe added to the provifional re-
form of criminal jurifprudence.# Thefe werethe
fame penalties for criminals of all ranks and con-
ditions ; the fame punithment for all capital of-
fences ; adecapitation by amachine conftructed
for the purpofe, inftead of an executioner : and
the profeription of the abfard prejudice wuich
extends the infamy of a criminal to his famfl'y.
It was agreed to confider them on Tuefay next.

A report was read from the Committee of Fi-
nance, containing the ftate of the public treafury
on the firft of November, and an eftimate of the
probable receipt from that timeto the end ofthe
prefent year, which including the plate carried
to the Mint, and the fubferiptions to the loan of
::.ighty millions, did not exceed forty millions of
livres.

LONDON, Dec ;3.

The affairs of Europe never wore fo fingular
and even whimfical an afpect as at prefent :

The Head of the Houfe of Auftria opprefling
the Catholic Church ; and the Catholic Church
offering the riches of the Sacred Temples at the
fhrine of Liberty ! The Patriots of Holland Re-
fugees in Brabant, and the Patriots of Brabant
Refugeesin Holland ! Pruffia the reftraint of
Dutch, and the hope of Flemifh freedom ! The
great Proteftant Alliance of England, Pruffia, and
Holland, confidered as the fhiel§ of the moft zeal-
ous Catholics in the world.

The campaign is now intirely finithed in the
North. The Swedifh fleet is returned to Charlf-
croon, and the Ruffian to Revel. The troops too,
of both the powers, in Finland, are putinto win-
ter quartes.

A very extraordinary circumftanee occurred
on Wednefday night, at the entrance of Covent-
Garden Theatre. A gentleman, who made an
unfuccefsful attempt to gain admiffion,was return-
ing home,and on putting his hand into his pock-
et for his handkerchief, difcovered a purfe with
eight guineas and fome filver. This muft have
happened through the miftake of one of the light

fingered gentry, who, in the preflure ofthe croud,
miftook the gentleman’s pocket for his own.




