MEMORIAL of the Hon. ROBERT MORRIS, to
the Legiflatare of the United States..

SIR, s
TAKE the liberty to trouble you with the enclofed memorial,
and muft pray you to lay it before the Houfeof Reprefentatives.
The requeft which is therein made, will be found fo confonant
with juftice, that I cannot doubt of its being granted. Permit me
throughyou, Sir, to make another, which is, that the faid memo-
rial may be eatered at large on the Journals of the Houfe.
I have the honor to be,
with great refpeét and efteem,
Sir, your obedient humble fervant,
5 ROBERT MORRIS.

New-York, Feb. 8, 1790. 2

To the Honorable the Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the
United States.

To Tue PREsIDENT, the SENATE, and Houss of RePrRESEN-
TAT1VES, of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA. ’
The MEMORIAL of ROBERT MORRIS, late Superintendant of
the Finances of the faid United States.
HUMBLY SHEWETH,

THAT on the twentieth day of June, one thoufand {even hun-
dred and eighty five, and {ubfequent to your memorialift’s refig-
nation of his office of {uperintendant, the Congrefs paffed arefo-
lution in the words following : ¢ Refolved, That three commiffi-
oners be appointed to enquire into the receipts and expenditures of
public monies, during the adminiftration of the late Superinten-
dant of Finance, and to examine and adjuft the accounts ofvthe
United States with that department, during his adminiftration,
and to report a ftate thereof to Congrefs :’ which refolution, to
perfons unacquainted with the mature of the office, and the mode
of conduéting the bufinefs of the department, gave occafion to the
fuppofition, that your memorialift had accounts both difficult and
important to fettle with the United States, in refpeét to his official
tranfaltions. That though your memorialift forefaw the difagree-
able confequences which might refult to himfelf from the diffu
fion o’ fuch an opinion, he not withftanding, not only forbore anv
reprefentation on the {ubjeét, but fcrupuloufly avoided every {pe-
cies of interference direét orindire&, left it fhould be imagined,
either that he was aftuated by the defire of obtaining from Con-
grefs thofe marks of approbation, which had in repeated inftances
been beftowed on the fervants of the public, or that he feared to
mectthe propofed inveftigation. Relpe&for the fovereign of the
United States, concurring with motives of delicacy, to forbid even
the appearance of afking, what if merited, it was to be prefumed
would be confered, (as being the proper reward of fervices, not of
folicitation)and a firm confiaence in the re€titude of his condu&,
Jeaving your memorialift no inducement to evade any enquiry in-
to it, which it might be thought fit to inftitute

That your memorialift taking it for granted, that the reafons
which had produced a determination to eftablith a mode of en-
quiry into the tranfaétions of the moft important office under the
government would have en{ured a profecution of the objeét till it
had been carried into effet, long remained ia filent expeation
of the appointment of commiffioners, according to the refolution
which had been entered into for that purpofe. ~ But it has fo hap-
pened, from what caafe your memorialift will not undertake to
explain,that no further fteps have ever been taken in relation to it :
And your memorialift has remained expofed to the furmifes,
which the appearance of an intention to enquire into his conduét
had atendency to excite, without having been afforded an oppor-
tunity of obviating them, That the unfettled condition of certain
accounts of a commerical nature between the Unitel States, and
the late houfe of Willing, Morris and company, and your me-
morialift prior tohis appointment as Superintendant of the finan-
ces, having been confounded with his tranfa&ions in that capaci-
ty, your memorialift has in various ways been fubje@ed to
injurious imputations on his official condu@, the only fruits of
fervices, which at the time they were rendered, he trufts, he may
without incuring the charge of picfumption, affirm, were general-
ly efteemed both important and meritorious, and were at leaft ren-
dered with ardor and zeal, with dnremitted attention, and unwea-
ried application.

That your memorialift defirous of refcuing his reputation from
the afperfions thrown upon it, came in the month of Oftober,
1788, to the city of New-York, as well for the purpofe of urging
the appointment of commiffioners to infpe& his official tranfac-
tions, as for that of procuring anadjuftment of the accounts which
exifted previousto his adminiftration.  But the firlt obje@ was
fruftrated by the want of a fufficient number of members to make
.a Congrefs, and the laft was unavoidably delayed by the pre-
liminary inveftigations requifite on the part of the commiffioner
named by the late hoard of treafury, towards a competent know-
ledge of the bufines. That in the month ot February, 1789,

our memorialifl returned to New-York, for the fame purpofes,

ut the obftacles which he had before experienced, ftill operated
to put it outof his power to prefent the memorial whichhad been
prepared by him in O&ober, praying for an appointment of com-
miflioners. That he was therefore obliged to confine himfelf to
meafures for the fettlement of his accounts refpe@ing the tranfac-
tions antecedent to his appointment as Superintendant, which he
entered upon accordingly withthe commiffioner appointed by the
board of treafury : and in which, as much progrefs as time. and
circumitances would permit was made until the fourth of March
laft, when that commiflioner, conceiving his authority, by the or-
ganization of the new government to have ceafed, declined fur-
ther proceedings, and of courfe, your memorialift was obliged to
wait the eftablithment of the new treafury department for the fur-
ther profecution of that fettlenient, which has been, accordingly
refumed, and he hopes will fpeedily be accomplithed. But in as
much, as no mode of enquiry into his official conduét has hitherto
been put into operation, and as doubts of its propriety have been
raifed by"anaét of the. government, your memorialift conceives
himfelf to have a claim uponthe public juftice, for fome method of
vindicating himfelf which will be unequivocal and definitive.
Wherefore, and encouraged by a confcioufnefs of the integrity of
his adminiflration, vour memorialift is defirous that a ftri& ex-
amination fhould be had into his conduét while in office, in order
thatif he has been guilty of mal-adminiftration, it may be de-
te€ted and punithed ; if otherwife, that his innocence may be man-
ifefted and acknowledged. Unwilling from this motive, that
longer delav fhould attend the objet of the refolution which has
been recited, your memorialift humbly prays, that an appoint-
ment 6f commiffioners may take place, to carry the faid refolution
intocffet. And your memorialift as in duty bound, will pray,

&c. ROBERT MORRIS.
New-York, Feb. 8 1790.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

At the fecond Seffion, begun and held at the City of New-York,
on Monday the fourth day of January, onethoufand feven hun-
dred and ninety.

An ACT for giving effe@ to the feveral alts therein mentioned,
in refpeét to the State of North-Carolina, and other purpofes.
BE it enalled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Uni.-

ted States of America, in Congrefs affembled, that the feveral and
refpeclive duties [pecified and laidy in”an by the adl, entitled, ¢ An af?
for laying a duty on goods, wares amd merchandizes imported into the

“United States;” and n and by the af?, entitled, ¢ An aft impofing duties

ontonnage,” fhall be paid and collefled upon all goods, wares and mer-
chandizes,which after the expirationof thirty days from t) ¢ paffing of this
afl, fhall be imported into Me_/la(:(f North Carolina, from any foreign
port or place. and upon the tonnage of all fhips and veffels, which, after
the fuid day, fhail be entered within the.fard flate.of North Cayolina, Jub-
eil to the exceptions, qualifications; allowances, ‘and abatements 1n the

[—350—]
riid alls contained or expreffed s which aéls fhall be deeméd to have the
{,.'h  force and a[r'eratiarlzi iz}ufthin the faid flate of North Carolina, as elfe-
re within the United States. - : :

whiﬂ;d be it further enaéted, That for the due colleétion rfthrjﬂldduhzf
cher;/hall Ge in the firid flate of North Carolina, five diftritls—one to be
called the diftrié of Wilmington, andzo comprehend all the water s, fhores,
bays, harbor, crecks and inlets, from Little River m{ ety m;l:g/we, to New
River inlet inclufive.  Another to be called the difinét of Newbern, and
to comprehend all the watzrs, fhores, bays, harbors, creeks and znlgt:, from
New River inlet, exclufive, toOccacock nl/e{, inclufive, together with Pam-
ticoe Sound (except that part of 1t into which the I:.?mtzcoe or Tarr and
Machapunga Rivers empty them[elves, and which lies between the Royal
Shoal extended to Machapunga bluff, and the fhoal which projeéls from the
mouth of Pamticoe river towards the Royal Shoal.) Another to be cal/zd
the diftriét of Wafhington, and to comprehend all that part of Pamticoe
Sound excepted, out of the difiriéi of Newbern, and the waters, fhores,
bays, harbors, crecks and inlets adjacent to, afrd communicating with the
Jfame.  Another to be called the diftrict of Edenton, and to comprehend
all the waters, bays, harbors, creeks and inlets, from the channel between
Pamticoe Sound and Albemarle Sound inclufive.  The other to be called
the diftriét of Cambden, and to comprehend North River, Pafguotank,
apd Lattle River, and all the waters, fhores, bays, harbors, crecks and
inlets, from the juntlion of Currituck and Alber(mr_[e Sounds, to the north-
ern extremity of ‘Back Bay. That in the diftrill .qf Wllmmg.ton. the
town of Wilmington fhall be a port of entry and dc/zver), and bwtz?}o-
rough a port of delivery only; and there fhall be a collector, naval officer
and furveyor, to refide at the faid town of Wilmington, and a furveyor to
refd/t at ‘Swanfborough. That in the diftrill of Newbern, the town of
Newbern fhallte a/bort of entry and delivery, and the town of Beaufort a
port of delivery only ; and Iherr/hall be a collector to refide at Newbern,
and a furveyor-to refide at Beaufort. Thatin the diftrict of Wafhington
the town of Wafkington fhall be the fole port of entry and delivery, and
there fhallbeacolleclor torefide atthe fame. That in thedifiriét of Eden-
ton, the town of Edenton fhall be a port of entry and delwer)r, and Hert-
ford, Mur[’lq/barou hy Plymouth, WindJor, Skewarkey, Wintonand Ben-
net's Creek, ports of delivery ; and there fhall be a colleétor at the town
of Edenton, and a furveyor at Hertford, another Surveyor at Murpheyf-
borough, one furveyor at cach of the ports of Plymouth, Windfor, Skewar-
key, Winton, and Bennet's Creck. That all fhips or ,ve{ﬁls tntending to
proceed to Hertford, Plymouth, Windfor, Skewarkey, Winton, Bennet’s
Creck, or Murpheyfborough, fhall firfl come to, and enter at the port of
Edenton.  That in the diftric of Cambden, Plankbridge on Sawyer's
Creck, fhall be the port of entry and delivery, and Nz.ro_r:mn, In.dzantown,
Newbiggin Creck, Currituck inlet, and Pafquotank River-Bridge, ports
of delicery ; and there fhall be a colleclor at Plankbridge, on Sawyer's
Creek, and a_furveyor at each of the ports of Nixonton, Indiantown, Cur-
rituck inlet, Pafquotank River-Bridge, and Newbiggin creck. And that
the authority of the officers of each jgﬂriﬂ all extend over all the wa-
ters, fhores, bays, harbors, crecks and inlcts comprehended withim fuch
diftrid. -

ﬁAnd beit further enacted, That the ports of Wilmington, New-
bern, Wafhington, and Edenton, fhall be the fole ports of entry within
the faid State of North-Carolina, for fhips or veffels not reg;ﬂered or
licenced within the United States, according to law, and for all Jhips or
veffels whatfoever, which fhall arrive from the Cape of Good Hope, or
any place beyond the fame.

Andbe it further enafled, That all the regulations, provifions, ex-
ceptions, allowances, compenfations, directions, authorities, penalties, for-
Seitures, and other matters whatfoever, contained or expreffed in the act,
entitled, “ Anactto regulate the collection of the duties tmpofed by law
on the tonnage of fhips or w}[zl:, and on goods wares, and merchan-
dizes, importedinto the United States,” and not locally inapplicable, fhall
have the like force and effect within, the faid State of North-Carolina,
Jor the collection of the faid duties, as elfewhere within the United States,
and as if the fame were repeated, and re-enacted in this prefent act.

Provided always, and be it declared, That the thirty-ninth Jection of
the faid act, and the third fection of an act, entitled, ** An actlo fufpend
part of an act, entitled, " An act to regulate the collection of the duties
impofed by law on the tonnage of [hips or ve[f:ls, and on goods, wares
and merchandizes imported tnto the United "States, and Jor other. pur-
pofes,” did, by virtuc of the adoption of the conftitution of the United
States, by the faid State of North-Carolina, ceafc to operate in 1¢fpect
to the fame.

And be 1t furtier enacted and declared, That the act, entitled, * An
act for regiflering and clearing veffels, regulating the coafling trade,
am/for other purp‘y}:,"/Im,'[,))n_[hgl/)c'n‘_biratz'qf_qf t/lirtv/da‘s).r Sfrom
the paffing of this act, have the like force and operation within the Jaid
State of North-Carolina, as elfewhere’ within the United States, and as if
the feveral claufes thereof were repeated, and re-enactedin this prefent
act.

And be it further enacted, That the Jecond fection of the act, entitled,
& An act to fufpend part of an act, entitled an act to regulate the col-
lection of duties impofed by law, on the tonnage of fhips or vefels, and on
goods, wares, }tm mcrt/:;na’izer, imported into the United States, and

or other purpofes,” affed the fixteenth day of September la all,

fwitb refpect to the inﬁzb/{lant.x an{I citizens y tﬂ{ﬂafe af Rhnﬁ’-{hand,

and Providence plantations, be revived, an alfo, that the fourth /gtfan

of the faid act fhall be revived, and both continue in Jorce until i/ztﬁ{/l

day of April mext, and no longer.

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG,

Speaker of the Houfz of RZ’-"[MMHM

JOHN ADAMS, Vice-Prefident of the United States

and Prefident of the Sznate"

APPROVED, FEBRUARY THE 8th, 1790

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident of the United States

CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. ro.
N motion,the memorial of Robert Morris was
read the fecond time.

The requeft which accompanied the memorial
that it may be entered atlarge on the Journals of
the Houfe being alfo read — .

Mr. Scot moved that it fhould be entered ac-
cordingly, whieh paffed in the affirmative.

1t was then voted that this memorial thould be
referred to a felect committee, and Mr. Madifon,
M. Sedgwick and Mr. Sherman were appointed.

Incommittee of the whole on the report of the
Secretary of the Treafury—Mr. Scot’s amend.
ment under confideration.

Mr. Scot obferved that the objec contained in
the above amendment is of fo important a nature
that two or three days more fpent upown it will
be time well employed.—It involves the whole
doctrine of diferimination and liquidation—thofe
great points once eftablifhed, the way will be o-
pened to proceed in the difcuflion of the princi-
ple of the report.—That repor:, provided the
principles of it are juft and equitable, is a maf-
terly performance, and does great honor to the
framer of' it.—It has been faid that the domeftjc
debt of the United States muit be confidered jn
the light of a fair'and juft contract which cannot
be violated.—I never confidered it in this view_..

Let usrevert back to the time when the public
fecurities, fo called, were received by thofe, who

hiad through blood and flaughter eftablifhed the
liberties of the country.—Did they confider them
as a contract to be made good agreeable to the
terms exprefled in (he bills they received ! No
Sir—they did not—how did they eftimate their
value? Why, Sir, taking into confideration the
circumftances of their country at the moment
they had compleated and eftabhilhed its independ-
ence—in addition toalltheir other facrificesthey
added this, they were contented to receiye 2/4
inlieu of 20/. He then enlarged on the injuf.
tice that would accrue from fuanding the whole
debt agreeable to the face of the fecurities—and
of taxing thofe who had made fo great and noble
a facrifice, to make good the fecurities to their
prefent pofleflors—and obferved that {trict, im-
partial juftice required that the fecurities fhould
be reduced to their real value, and a re-liquidas
tion of the whole made before funds are provi.
ded 1o pay the interelt.—When this confolida-
tion is effected, the intereft ought to be pundiu-
ally paid at fix per cent.—From fome valoations
which he had made, it appeared that fome millions
of the debt were unliquidated. He controvert-
ed the doctrine that the prefent pofleflor of pub.
lic fecurities {tood in the place of the original
holder. :

With refpect to thofe characters of whom he
{poken fo highly, it had been faid that many of
them held fentimentsdifferent from thofe he was
now advocating—to which he obferved,that fome
who were once foldiers, had loft all title to the
honorable appellation by commencing {pecula-
tors.—Thefe, like a woman in marriage, having
changed their name, by wedding fpeculation, no
longer fpeak the language of foldiers but of fpe-
culators. . ‘e

Mr. Hartley faid he was oppofed to the amend-
ment, not only on account of the mode of ex-
preflion ufed in it—but aifo on account of the
very reafons urged by the gentleman in fupport
of it.—Iam one of thofe faid he, to whom the
gentleman alludes, having been in the army ;
though I never fpeculated in public fecurities—
but beg leave to differ from him with refpect to
a difcrimination, or poftponing the prefent bu-
finefs.—He then referred to the refolution of the
laft feffion when they refolved that provifion
ought to be made to fupport the public credit—
the idea of a difcrimination 1 believe never en-
tered into the contemplation of any perfon—he
reprefented the injuftice, difficulty, and expence
of the meafure of a re-liquidation—the principle
on which the public fecurities were originally
iffued and received, he infifted were totally dif-
ferent from the ideaheld up by the gentieman,
and the aflertion that they were received by the
foldier onthe idea of their being worth only 2/6
in the pound has no foundation whatever—
he fhewed the capacity of the country to pay its
debts ; being in pofleflion of great refources
which have not been glanced at by the Secretary,
in his report—this circumftance of our ability,
greatly enhances the obligation to do juftice.—
He defended the principle of a funding fyftem
—as wife and politic in itfelf, and being fanction-
ed by the experience of the moft flourifhing
countries in the world—Great-Britain, by virtue
of her funds, and paper credit, has extended her
commerce and manufactures—and raifed her cha=
racter to the moft refpectable rank, in the fcale
of nations—He then inftanced in the hiftory 'of
Frederick the 2d King of Pruffia to fhew the ef-
fects of a contrary fyftem—that monarch accum-
ulated in his coffers fpecie to the amount of 100
millions crowns—while his whole people were
poor and wretched—he added a few. other ob-
fervations—and concluded by faying, that tho
he was forry to differ from his colleague for whofe
judgment he had a high efteem, yet he muftvote
againft the amendment :

Mr. Sedgwick entered intoa general confidera-
tion of the fubject of providing for the eftablifh-
ment of public credit—he faid he believed that
government had aright to interfere in certain ca-
fes with contracts public and private, and inftan-
ced the conduct of Congrefs on former occafions
with refpect to paper money, and the ¢onfolida-
tion of demands ‘againft the public—the great
point to befettled in the prefent bufinefs is our
capacity to fulfil the exifting engagements of the
country to its creditors—He fhould be in favor
of fulfilling thofe engagements as far as our a-
bilities extended—on this queftion there may be
various opinions—he fhould think himfelf bound
to acquiefce in the decifion that fhall be made

was clearly of opinion that any further procraf-
tination of the bufinefs would ‘encreafe the dif-
ficulty of a final determination—the pernicious
confequences of fpeculation will be encreafed—
for tho that bufinefs is neceflarily connected
with a transferable debt—and derives its value
from it in a great degree, and the public credit
1s thereby promoted ; yet when perfons are
feduced from the more ufeful occupations of
life, and commence gamblers in the public funds,
ke thought the policy of any fyftem that would
promote fuch fpeculation ought to be reprobated
—he concluded by faying that very dangerous

confequences to the government were to be ap-
prehended from delaysin funding the public debt:,

geen RS ” <

after a due inveftigation of our refources ; but’
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