Can a general fyltem ftand with any pundinality
upon fuch uncerrainties ! Will it noc be in the
power ofa {ingle ftate, by altering its own laws,
at any timeto difconcert the general treafury ar-
rangement ! Will the treafury oflicers ever be a-
ble to give an exact account of the national re-
venue, in whofe hands monies are, or whether in
afafe fituation? 1 will propofe a queftion which
to the people is ftill a more ferious one—Thofe
public officers intrufted with the revenue, and
with the difpofition of momnies, ought to be placed
in the moft accountable fituation ; from the inte-
grity of thofe now in office, we cannot infer the
honor or honefty of their {ucceflors; and will
not {o complex a plan as we are now confidering,
give the greateft room for evafion and frau%,
thatcan never be detected ! Whoever confiders
thefe queftions, in fome of them, will find unan-
fwerable objections, againit apportioning to the
States, and adopting in each one, its own method
of taxing and collecting.

If neither of the above methods are feafible,
the general goverment muft adopt a fyftem of its
own, on plain principles, which may operate
thro’ the whole with equal expedicion and juftice.

The greateftevil is to be expected from a plan
which either gives difcretionary power to fubor-
dinate officers of government, in dividing the
taxes on the people ; oris fo complex in its
principles and operation that they cannot under-
ftand it. No good man will murmur when he
fees himfelf treated on principles of equality ;
but lawgivers ought to remember, that for the
common citizens to fee this, the mode of taxation
muft be very plain. Itis but afew, who havea
thorough knowledge of the principles and influ-
ence of the taxlawsin their own States, and this
they have acquired by living long under them.
Should the general government adopta complex
fyftem, by detaching the moft eligible parts, from
all the local cnftoms within the union, it would
ftill appear to the people a proper object of jea-
loufy, and not feeing an equal operation on o-
thers, they would fuppofe themfelves injured.
If there be any kind of property which is the
bafis of wealth throughout the union, and bears a
near proportionto the ability of the people who
muft pay ; ifthis kind of property cannot be fe-
creted, and may be charged on principles of
greater equality than any other; if the nature of
the property be fuch that every man may previ-
oufly calculate his taxes, and detect an over-
charge; if it admits a more eafy and cheap col-
lection thanany other; ifits produce muft forever
be in demand, which will enable the perfon
charged to pay his taxes; this praperty on fome
plain principles ought tobe the fubject of direct
taxaation.

e B . o Dy L) R

HE final decifion of the grand queftion on

the property of .the Clergy, wasagitated in
no lefs than nine different Aflemblies, and has
produced moft violent debates. The importance
of the decifion, brought back all ranks of people
to Paris, and it wasfinally determined in the ful-
left meeting that has aflembled fince the firft o-
pening of the States General, there being no
fewer than 964 Members prefent.
" The Count de Mirabeau, clofed the debate
with the following pertinent remarks, tending
tofhew the revenuesof the Clergy werethe pro-
perty of the people.
" ¢ "Thefe revenues fays lie, have been given to
the Clergy,either by Monarchs or private per:
fons, or purchafed by them. If Monarchs gave
them, in that cafe, they originally belonged to
the people; if private perfons—they beftowed
them on the Clergy for the ufe of the public
worfhip, which belongs to the people; if the
revenues have been purchafed, it was done with
the faving of money, the amount of which be-
longed to the people.

The queftion wasthen carriedin the following
words :

Firft, ¢ That all the Ecclefiaftical property is
at the difpofal of the nation, at the Charge of pro-
viding in a proper manner for the propagation
of religion, to maintain its Minifters, and eafe
the poor, under the infpection, and conformable
to the inftructions of provinces.

Art. 11. ¢¢ That inthe difpofitions to be made
for maintaining the Minifters of Religion, no
Curate fhall havelefs than 1200 livers per annum,
exclufive of hislodging and garden.”

In favor ofthe Decree 78
Againft it 346

Majority 232
The Caifle d’Efcompte ftill does honour to
its notes ; about 30,000 of them are daily paid ;
they are_ chiefly of 1000 livers each (about. 4o
guineas.) Foreignbillsot exchange, and drafis,

“are generally paid at the Caifle d’Efcompte ; bank-
ers have fentalinoft all their cafh to that bank,

f PRSI 6 T 2R 3 i T November g.
The Imperial forces in Brabant under General
d’Alton, have hung up every perfon they have
found inarms. At Louvaine, feveral ofthe In-
furgents have been executed on atemporary gal-
lows.

\
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MR. FENNO,

IN looking over the letters I received a few weeks ago from Europe,
I find oneof my correfpondents has made fome firiflures on the debates of,
Congrefs. = As his remarks are diflated with candor, and perhaps may
not bedecmea uninterefling, 1fend you an extralt from this letter, which
if you pleafe vou may i fert in your paper. A. Z.

New-York, Feb. 2, 1790.
“ Loxpon, November 2, 178g.

¢ DEAR SIR,
“Y THANK you for the news-papers you fent me, containing the

debates of Congrefs. - Your Legiflature, in their firft fefTion,
made good progrels. The motft interefting fubjeéts however are
yet to be brought forward. The prefent complexion of your pub-
lic affairs appears favorable, and if Congrefs in their fecond feflion
purfue their determinations expreffed in the firfl, your fyftem will
be complete ; your friends in this country have firong expeétation:
that the American government will foou alfume the moft refpeét-
able charaéter of any on earth.  There are now no difficulties in
the way. If your Legiflature make the moft of their fituation,
your country will rife into honor and profperity.

« I have perufed the debates of Congrefs, with moft critical at-
tention. They do honor to your Reprefentatives, who generally
have given indications of abilities and integrity ; but I muft con-
fefs 1 am in fome refpe@s a littl= difappointed. The debates dii-
cover lefs independence of {pirit than I expeéted from men fo fa-
vorably fituated for giviug fcope to their talents : I will explain to
you my idcas on this fubjeét.

¢ In the firll place it may be remark:d,that the fpeakers in Con-
grefs have not yet acquirc!conﬁdmcc in themfelves ; They {pcuk
as if they thought themfelves uncqual to the tafk they had to ac-
complith, In many inftances, we find good arguments lofe the r
weight from not being more confidently urged ; and the mem-
bers appear to want refolution more than feufe or honefty.  They
vi‘w their fituation in a light, fonew and untried, as to creatc a
diftruft of their own abilities to aét in” it with propriety. This
diffidence may be commendable from the motive that gives rife
to it, but it will retard public meafures and beget unreafonable
precautions.  Your Legiflators have good ground of confidence in
themfelves. The world think favorably of them, and believe
them competent tothe part they haveaffumed.

¢ Another sircumftance ob{ rvable in the debates is, that your
reprefentatives appear not to have confidence intheir conftituents.
The fpeakers often exprefs fears how a meaflure wall affeét the fee -
ings of the people. There is more evil to be apprenended from
this kind of ditidence than from any other fource ; and yet therc
is little foundation for cherifhing fuch a diffidence. The people
of your country will fubmit to any thing that promotes the pub-
hc good. There is no formidable oppofition againit the govern-
ment ; and your Legiflators have no reafon to doubt that fuch
meafures, as are intrinfically the beft, will be the moft univerfally
approved.  Whatever is juft and ufefal will not among {o enlight-
encd a people, for any length of time, be unpopular. - The diipo-
fition of your citizens 1s as favorable as can be wilhed, and they
will €hearfally acquielce in all the honeft meafures of the govern-
ment. The refources of your country are immenfe, and ro part
of the globe has fuch inherent advantages for revenue. Where 1s
the-mighty difficulty in eftablithing publiccredit, and in that way,
acquiring an honorable charafter and realizing all the benefirs that
your {ituation affords ? The Legiflators of the United States have
nothing to fear from their conflituents while the plans of the go-
vernment are founded in wifdom and honefty. The public opin-
ion is fcarcely formed oa the moft important fubjeéts, and it is
the bufine(s of the Legiflature to imprefs the public. mind with
virtuous principles, before vicious ones have ganeda prevalence.”

(To be concluded in the next paﬂg.)

FROM THE (ONNECIIRUT JOURNAL.

HE common cuftom of Farmers in this State,

is to fow on good land, from one to one
bufhel and an half bufhel of feed on an acre of
ground. ¢ They that fow fparingly fhall reap
fparingly,” is a maxim well applicable to our
farmers who raife flax.—I believe the general
produce of an acre fown at this rate is, on an
average, one hundred and fixty weight of flax
when drefled. And this flax is generally fhort
and coarfe.

A Gentleman of undifputed veracity, in aneigh-
bouring State, lately gave this account.—<¢ T hat
he had two acres of good ground, which he de-
figned to fow with flax ; and that one of his
neighbors afked the privilege of fowing it 1o halves,
which he granted, on condition that he fhould
put five buthels of feed upon it ;—he according]
did—and that in autumn he received for his half,
five hundred weight of well drefled flax;—that
it was very long, and much finer than common.”

This ismore than three times the quantity of
flax that is commonly raifed from an acre of
ground, with only the additional expence of one,
or one and a half buthel of feed. "But this ex-
pence would be more than compenfated by the
addirional quantity of feed produced. s

If this hint fhould prove of any fervice to thofe
who cultivate flax, I fhall think this not written
in vain. AGRICOLA.

FAYETTEVILLE, Jan. 1790.

Extrali of a letter from a gentleman in London, to
his friend in this town.

¢ The new federal duties are finart, but they
will aflift Congrefs tobring about an efficient go-
vernment—your ftate keeping aloof from fo ref:
peciable a body is too ridiculous to make any
comment upon the abfurdity of the idea. This
country will not long tamely fubmit to America
laying duties on our fhipping ; this I can tell
you of a truth, having been the other day clofet-
ed with fome of our great men on that head.
This idea wasreceived, 1 could plainly fee, from
a felf-interefted merchant, and not the breath.
ings of a liberal patriot and politician ! indeed I
was told fomething muft be done, and if America
had any thing to offer, let her do it, for that o-
ther alien nations had afked the minifters of this
kingdom, and requefted an anfwer— ¢ Why is
not America treated as an alien nation, fuppo
fing her a favourite one too, and the famealien
duties impofed npon her exports as are levied up-
on ours.” You fee how the phyfic works, our ge-
ral committee is this day fummoned upon the

bufinefs by the laws of'trade ; your pot-ath will |
am afraid, be an obje&.”’

\

THE GUEST.=No. XV.

. "To the Author of the Gueft.
Str, S

AT a friend’s houfe where I was lately vifiting, fome peifon
prefent obferving a negro child capering in the yard;lx.
claimed—what a {prightly little devil it is !—the circumftance l;d
to a train of reflc€tions, of which I fend you the refult, Eos
Ttis a very general obfervation that mulatto and negro children
difcover a greater degreeof vivacity and cunning, than white chil-
dren of the fame age ; and many perfons are ata lofs to aecount
for the difference, when they obferve that as the former encreafe iy
years, the reverfe appears to be the cafe,—for a negro who was
lively and ingenious in childhood, is obferved to lofe thefe quali-
ties as he advances in life—and old negroes are generally referved
dulland ftupid. :
The hiftory of this bufinels I conceive to be this—the : Creator
iath endued all animals with a principle of a&ivily—this dif-
covers itfelf with the greateft force while they are young—hence
children of all coloirs, are forever in motion, when awake—this
aétivity isequally obfervable in a/l-+and affords one inconteftible
svidence, thatin the diftribution of altive, and ingenious powers
nature does not confine its gifis to hair, or wool—what then occn:
fions the difference in after life ? Education entirely—education

1s but another word for difcipline—the natural verfatility of the -

human mind by the influence of rules and orders is correéted :
the wandcrings of the fancy is reftrained : and that propcnfny'
vhich unchecked, ripens into mifchievous ingenuity, and mon.
k:yifh adroitnefs, is made fubfervient to ufeful acquirements, un-
derthe hand of parental tendernefs, and uaremitted care, and vi.
gilance—But the 11l fated fable race, are generally negleed, or if
attended to, the attention has a verv unpropitious afpet on their
future fate—accuftomed to confider Africans as property, butlittle
fuperior to four legged animals, their proprietors too often treat
them as {uch—as mere machines of temporary amufement—hence
their infant gambols, monkey tricks and pertnefs, are encouraged
oy fmiles and laughter—fome carry the fatal humour fo far, as
never to difcourage the infant huddings of artfulnefs, tricking and
lying—thos nurturing and hardening them in vice—without the
{malleft effortsto inflill into their miads, contrary principles.—
This 1s the mode of treatment generally adopted towards black
and yellow children—the confequences are fuch as all the world
sacquainied with—the wretched effefts have given rife to an
idea, that blacks are defietent in mental powers—but I leave it
o the fober judgment of every candid white per{on, whether fi-
milar treatment would not-neceffarily produce the fame apparent
ncompetency in the whites, There are fome perfons, who,in
many refpeéts conduét towards their children, agreeableto the
above mode of treating blacks—ef{lential inftruétions are omitted :
but what 1s called {prightlinefs, manlinefs, &c. are eucounged'
t!l a pert boldnefs, a knack at {wearing, and a tafte for diﬁipa:
tion, comprehend the whole circle of the {ciences to young mat-
er.  Yau fhall hear from me again {hortly. Your’s, C.

CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

MONDAY, FEB. 1, 1790.
MR. GALE, member from Maryland, took his
feat this day. >

The bill for defining and punifhing certain
crimes againft the United Stat=s, was read a fe-
cond time, and made the order of the day for Fri-
day next. Ordered, that 100 copies be printed
for the ufe of the Houfe. .. |

The order of the day being called for, the
Houfe wentinto a committee of the whole on the
bill for fecuring to authors and proprietors the
copy 1ight of their works. »

Mr. Baldwin in the chair.

The bill was read and difcufled in paragraphs.
The committee then rofe, and reported the fame
with amendments. It was moved that the bill
thould be re committed. This was objected to. .

The motion forre-commitment was withdrawn,
and the Houfe proceeded to confider the amend-
ments—to all of which theyagreed. It wasthen
ordered that the bill be engroffed for a' third
reading to morrow.

Mr. White of the committee appointed to ex-
amine into the meafures taken by Congrefs ref-
pecting lands granted by the State of Virginia,
for the troops of that State, brought in a report
which was read.

A meflage was recived from the Prefident of the
United States, by his Secretary, communicating a
letter from the Gov. of North Carolina, witha
copy'of the act of that State, ceding to the United
States, certain Weltern Lands, therein defcribed.

The meflage with the accompanying aé were
read—and on motion of Mr. Smith, (S.C.) re-
fered toa committeetoreport thereon. The fol-
lowing gentlemen were appointed accordingly,
Mr. Clymer, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Gale, Mr. Madifon,
and Mr. Matthews.

Mr. Hartley moved that a committee fhould be
appointed tobring in a bill providing fora gener-
alfyftem of Bankruptcy in the United States.

Mr. Smith, (S. C.) objected to taking up the
fubject immediately, as he conceived the prefent
firnation of the country is fuch, as to render age-
nerallaw on this fubje¢t amore intricate and per-
plexing bufinefs than the gentleman is aware of.
He thoughr it beft to defer the bufinefs till the
public debt fhould be funded, and banks eftablifh-
ed, without which it is difficult to conceive how
arrangements can be made to facilitate the pay-
ment of debts, or the operation of fuch a law.—
He faid the infolvent acts in the feveral States
would anfwer at prefent.

Mr. Hartley replied, that the conftitation
required that an act fhould be pafled by Congrefs
on the f{ubject ; but he was not for hurrying it
through the houfe the prefent feflion, he was de-
firous however that fome fteps fhould be taken
to fhew that the Congrefs had the credit of the
country in view,

Mr. Sedgwick followed Mr. Smith in a fimilar
train of obfervarions, and adverting to the prefent

ftate of that country from whence many of our

|




