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No. XIV.
Excifes and duties on trade, im ;[ed by “individual States, inconfificnt
with the rights of the Eederal Conflitution—An extratt from an
enquiry into the excife laws of Connetticut.

IT is queftioned by many good and fenfible men, whether the

excife of a particular State is confiftent with the federal Confti-
tution—I will endeavor to examine the fubjeé, with all the can-
dor its magnitude requires. - :

The claufe of the Conftitution, on which doubts have arifen, is
in the tenth feétion of the firft article, in thefe wprds, ¢ No State
« fhall,without the confent of Congrefs, lay any impofts or duties
« on imports br exports, except what may be abfolutely necef-
*< fary for executing its infpe€tion laws.” ~ The queftion then re-
{olves itfelfinto this point ; whclhc{ the excife of any Statc. is an
impoft or duty upon 1mports according to the lerter and {pirit of
the Conftitution. To determine the queftion, let us fir ft difcover
the true meaning ot the words on which the whole depends.

The taxcs laid by government on goods, wares, merchandize or
manufactures fall under the following denominations : dutics,
impoft, cuftoms, excife. Duticsisa word of general import,
comprehending every {pecies of tax charged by the public upon
any goods whateyer. All impofts, cultoms an Excifes, are du-
ties. Impoftis flriétly {peaking a word of the fame comprehen~
five fignification. It is from thé Latin impono, to lay upon or
impofe ; or more accurately from the participle impofitum, any
thing laid upon or impofea. It is equivalent to duty, implying
any charge or price impofed upon goods, and owing or payable
by law to government. This will be more fully proved aftes wards.
Cuftoms is derived from the French codtum or coufl, from whence
we derive our word coft. It fignifies originally price, charge,toll
or tribute ; but according to the praétice of commaercial nations,
its proper fenfe is, duties orimpofts upon goods imported from fo-
reizn countries,payable by law togovernment,by the importing mer-
chant,at theports of entry or delivery, E}ccnfr,fmmcm umto cut pﬂ",
is ¢ an inland impofition, paid fometimes upon the confumption
¢ of the commodity, or frequently upon the retail fale, which is
“ the laft ftage before the confumption.” Blackftone Com. vol. I,
ch. 8. It was originally intended to be a duty or tax diftinét
from cuftoms—cuftoms being laid upon imports and excife upon
home manufactures.  In general this diftin€tion is fill preferved
in England ; excifes being moftly laid upon articles manufactured
in the kingdom, and paid at the manufaéturers. In a few inftan-
ces, duties arelaid upon imported articles, as upon feveral kinds
of fpirits, tea, fugar, coffee which duties are called excifes ; tho
fome of them are improper‘ly fo denominated, bein :
by the officers of the cuftoms, upon the articles in bulk. This is
the cafc with liquors imported. See Poftlethwaite Diét. of Com.
vol. I, article excife. ;

The general diftinétion however obferved in England, where
we are torecur for the true meaning of thefe words, is this; da-
ties on imports, payable at the port of entry or delivery are called
cuftoms ; duties on home manufaétures, which are ufually paid at
the manufu@ory, are called excifes.  This diftinétion is made,
where duties are laid on the fame articles, and by the fame aét of
Parliament. Thus a duty on candles imported, laid by 3 Ann. I,
is numbered among the caftoms. A duty on candles made in
Great Britain, laid by the fame flatute, is called an excife. . The
fame remark applies to {kins, hides, foap, and many other articles.
The diftin&ion then between cuftoms and excife is well eftablifh-
ed. See Poftlethwaite, vol. I, articles, cuftoms and excife.

What then is the diftinétion between impoft and excife, or is
there any diftinétion ? The diflinétion feems to be this : Impoft
is a genus, of which excile isa fpecies. Impoft is a general term,
comprehending every kind of tax, duty or impofition upon
goods, whether imported or home-manufa&tured. — Excife is one
fpecies of this rax, viz. a duty on home manufattures, and in
tEre‘c or four inftances, has been extended to the retail fale of fo-
reign commodities. ¥ : F .

As the foregoing definition of impoft is different from the com-
mon idea of 1t in this State, it is neceffary to thow the groundson
which it ftands : ;

That impoft comprehends every fpecias of tax or duty, whether
on'imports, exports, or manufattures, is deducible firlt, from
the derivation of the word ; the original denoting any duty,
charge or burden upon fome perfon or thing.  Secondly, the
word has been generally ufed in this comprehenfive fenfe by the
beft Englifh writers. It fo, thenexcife is one {pecies of impoft,
and it is fo underftood in England.

The beft compilers of ditionaries explain impoft to be any
tax, toll or tribute. ‘A land tax isan ‘mpoft uponland, in the
true fenfe of the word ; and the duty upon the portage of letters,
upon chimneys, or hackney coaches, is ftriétly fpeaking an im-
poft on thofe articles; the duty is faid to be impofed by aét of
Parliament, and that which is fo impofed isan 1mpoft or an im-
pofition.  This explanation is founded on the beft definitions of
the word inourlanguage. But not to reft on etymology, let us
attend to common prattice, or the popular fenle of the word.

Poftlethwaite, who treats exprefsly of commerce, defines im-
poft to be, ¢ a tax or duty laid by the fovereign @uthority, upon
¢ fugh merchandizcs as are brought from foreign countries ; it is
¢« fometimes applied to a tax impofed upon domeftic produétions
¢« and manufaltures.” It does not appear by this definition,thata
particular mode of levyingand colleéting a tax is neceffary to con-
ftitute it an impoft. 'On the ather hand, it feems that any tax or
duty may be denominated an impoft. To come nearer to the
point ; the excife itfeltis called an impoft, in an ordinance of
the Commons, dated 1649‘; the * impoft of excife ;* and Black-
ftone’s definition ot excife makes it an impoft; for he calls it “ an
inland impofition ;" impofition here fignifyirig the thing laid, is
precifely equivelent to tmpoft  So that the beft writers on the
fubjeét of duties ufe impoft in the extenfive fenfe before explained.

In this State; we have made a diftinétion between an impoft
and an excife ; making one to be a duty payable on the firft 1m-
portation ; the'other 2 duty payable by the retailer. Butthe di-
ftinffion is, in a great meafure, a creature of 6ur own ; and it ari-
{es from our miftaking impofts for cuftoms; = We ufe impoft as
the Englith do cuftoms ; whereas bothexcifeand cuftomsare equal-
Iy impolis.. Thus the word impoft does not make a diftinét head
of duties in Englifh writers, for it compiehends all. "Poftlethwait,
Blackftone, the Parliamentary regifter ufe impoft ta this general
fenfe, and clafs the duties payable on importation or exportation,
under the head of cuftoms==and the duties paid on the retail fale
of tea, coffee, fugar and certain liquors, together with thofe paid
by the manufaéturer, underthe head of excife. .~ We havé, inour
praftice, confounded terms, uﬁndg a general term for onc of the
Ipeciesy; and itis matier of fome doubt whether the United States

will agree to our fenfe of the word, in their conftruétion of the

Conttitation,

But if the word impoft ¢id not comprehend excife, fo as to re-
{train the ftatesfrom layimg the duty ; yet the word duty, which
is ufed in the fame claufe, would extend the prohibition to every
poflible method of levying money on imports.  This word is uni-
verfalin it fignification, and the Convention, in wording that
claufe of the Conftitution, feem to have been‘aware of fome mif-
conftiu@ion of the word impoft, and therefore ufed the word du-
ty which is of unequivocal meaning. They ufed two words of
general impore 3 ¢ impofts or duties.”” They could not ufe
them in difierent f{enfes, for 2ll impofts are duties ; but they ufed
duties as an cxplanatory term more generally. underftood. ~ Thus
tar we meet with little'difficulty.  But an explanation of the fub-
{equent part of the claufe is not fo eafy.
the true mcaning of the words importsand exports,

(The remaiider on Suturday.)
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BOSTON.

SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION.

VOTES of the COMMITTEE appointed to carry into. execution the
SYSTEM of PUBLIC EDUCATION, adopted by the Town of
BOSTON, 15th Oclober, 178g.

ATa meeting of the faid Committee, held Dec. 1, 1789.-

VOTED—I. That the Latin Grammar School be divided
into four Claffes, and that the following Books be ufed in the rel-

peétive Claffes, . ity - g ] .
1ft Clafs—Checver’s Accidence. Corderius’s Co}loquxes, Latin

and Englith. Nomenclator. 4/op’s Fables, Latin and Englifh.

Ward’s Latin Grammar, of Eutropius. !
od Clafs—Clarke’s Introduction, Latin and Englifh. .Ward's

Latin Grammar. Eutropius continued. Selefta & Veteri Tefta

mento Hiftoriz, or (aflalio’s Dialogues. The making of Latin

from Garrctfor’s Exercifes.

3d Clafs—Cafar’s Commentaries.
Oud’s Metamorphofes.  Firgil.  Greek Grammar.
of Latin, from King’s Hiftory of the Heathen Gods.

4th Cla{s—Virgil, continued. Tufly’s Orations. Grcechl}t—
ment. Horace. Homer. Gradus ad Parmaflum. The making
of Latin, continued.

That thofe Boys who attend the Latin School, be allowed to
attend the Writing Schools in the following hours, viz. The ift
Clafs from, half paft nine o’clock, A. M. until eleven; or from
half-paft three, P. M. as fhall be found moft counvenient, and the
2d clafs in the fame manner for the firft half of that year.

11. That the following Books be ufed in the Reading Schools,
viz.

The Holy Bible. Webfler's Spelling Book, or firft part of his
Inftitute. The Youn adies’ Accidence ; and, Webfler's Ame-
rican Selcétion of Lcﬂgons in Reading and Speaking ; or third part
of his Grammatical Inftitute.

That the Mafters introduce the following Books when found
expedient, viz,
The Children’s Friend. Morfe’s Geography abridged. -

That the News-papers be introduced occafionally, at the dif-
cretion of the Mafters.

That the upper Clafs in the Reading Schools be infiruted in
epiftolary Writing and other Compofition. ’ .

I1T. That an uniform method of teaching Arithmetic be ufed
in the feveral Writing Schools; viz. >

Numeration. Simple Addition, Subtra&tion, Muitiplication
and Divifion. Coripound Addition, Subtra&tion, Multiplication,
and Divilgxon. Redné&ion. The fingle Rule of Three, direét.
Prattice, t

[Tare and Trett, Intereft, Fellow(hip, Exchange, &c. are confi=
dered as included 1n the above rules.]

Vulgar and Decimal Frattions.

That the Children begin to learn Arithmetic at 11 years of age.

That at 12 years of age, the Children be taught to make Pens.

1V. That the Reading Schools be divided into four Claffes.

That from the third Monday in O&ober to the third Monday in

April, for one month, viz. from the firft Monday in the month,

the firft and fecond Claffes attend the Reading, and the third and

fourth, the Writing Schools inthe Morning. The firft and fecond
attend the Writing Schools, the third and fourth the Reading

Schools in the afternoon. The month following, tht ofder be

reverfed, and fo alternately during the above time. And that

from the third Monday in April to the third Monday in O&ober,
for one month, viz. From the fitlt Monday in the month, all the

Boys attend the Reading Schools, and all the Girls the Writing

Schools in the Morning ; that all the Boys attend the Writing

Schools, and all the Girls the Reading Schools in the afternoon ;

the month following the order to be reverfed, and thus alternate-

‘lz during thofe fix months, That it be underftood that from the

third Monday in April to the firft Monday in June, be confider-

ed as the firt Month of the Summer term. That from the third

Monday in O&ober, to the firt Monday in December, be confi-

dered as the firft month of the Winter term.

V. That the following hours be punétually obferved in all the
Schools, viz. From thethird Monday in Aprilto the third Mon-
day in O&ober, theSchools begin at half' paft 7 o’clock, A. M. and
continue until 11, and begin at half paft one o’clock, P. M. and
continue until 5. That from the third Monday in O&toberto the
third Monday 1n April, the Schools begin at half paft 8 o’clock,
A. M. and continue until 11, and begin at half paft one o’clock,
P. M. and continue until half paft 4.

VI. That the Mafters be excufed from keeping fchool on the
following days and times, viz. 3

The afternoon of every Thurfday and Saturday throughout the
year. The afternoon preceding Fafts and Than{fgivin s. Four

half days'of Artillery Training, in the afternoon. ~ Firft Monday

in April. 8ix days in Ele€tion Week. Firft Monday in June.

The four

Chriftmas Day, and on the

Tully's Epiftles, or Offices.
The making

laft days in Commencement Wee
general Training Days. -

Dec. 14, 1789, Voted, That it be the indifpenf{ible duty of the
feveral School-Mafters, daily to commeunce the duaties of their of-
fice by prayer, and reading a portion of the facred {criptures, at
the bour afligned for opening the School in the Morning ; and
clofe the fame in the evening with prayer.

Dec. 21, 1789, Voted, That the Mafters never expel any boy
from School, but withthe confent, and in the prefence of the in-
fpe@ing Committee,

Voted, That the Inftri@or of the Latin School be entitled
Tlie Latin Grammar Mafler ; the Inftructors of the Reading Schools
be intitled Englifk Grammar Maflers ; the Inftru&ors of the Writ-
ing Schools be intitled Writing Maflérs.

Dec. 28, 1789. Voted, That the feveral Schaol-Mafters inftru&t
the Children under their care, or caufe them to be inftruéted in the
Aflemblies’ Catechifm, every Saturday, unlefs the parents requeft
that they may be taught any particular Catechifm of the religiouns
Society to which they belong ; and the Mafters are direed to
teach fuch children accordingly.

RECOMMENDATIONS to the SCHOOL MASTERS, by the Com-
mittee appointed tocarry the preceding SYSTEM into execution.

THAT the Schoolmafters confider themfclves as in the place of
parents to the children under their care, and endeavorto convince
them by their mild treatment, that they feel a parental affe&ion
for them.

That they be {paring as to threatnings or promifes, but puntual
in the exccution of the ‘one and the performance of the other.

That they never make a difmiffion from {chool, at an earlier
hour than ufual, a reward for attention or diligence ; but endea-
vor tolead the'children to confider being at {chool as a privilege,
and difmiffion from it asa punifhment.

That they never ftrike the children on the head, either with the

| hand, or any inftrumient ; nor authorize one {cholar to infli&t any

corporal punifhment on another.

That, when circumftances admit, they {ufpend infliting pun-
ifhment, untilfome time after the offence committed,’or convic-
tion of the offencc. :

That, as faras is praéticable, they éxclude corporal punifhmesnt
from the fchools ; and, particularly, that they never infli& it on
females. .

That they introduce fuch rewards as are adapted to ftimulate
the ir.genuous paflions of the children. s

That they inculcate upon the fcholars the propriety of good be-
havior, during theirabfence from fchool.

That they frequently addrefs their pupils on'moral and religi-
ous {ubjeéts ; endeavoring to imprefs their minds with afenfe of
the being and providence of God, and the obligations they are
‘under to love, {erve, and pray tohim ; their duty to their parents
and mafteys ; the beauty and‘excellence of truth, juftice, and mu-

\

tuallove; tenderncls to brute creatures, and the finfulnefs of tor-
menting them and wantonly dcﬂreylAng their lives; the happ
tendency of felf-government and obedience to the diftates of rea~

fon and religion; the duty which they owt their country, and the

neceflity of a firict obedience to its laws; and that they caution
themagainft the prevailing vices, fuch as fabbath-breaking, pro-
fane curfing and {wearing, gaming, idlencfs, writing obfcene

- words on thefences, &c.

That, for the fake of uniformity, inthe government of the fchools
the mafters,in their conferences together, form fyftems of rules for
the obfervance of the children, and prefent theny to the Commit-
tee for theirapprobation ; which being approved, fhall be confi-
dered as the ftanding Laws of the Schools.

o

Convention for altering and amending the Couftitution
of Pennfylvania.
P-H.IL 1 ADE LPeEEA; januaryx.x.

Since the committee of the whole agreed, that
the Senators fhould be chofen in the diftricts by
the taxable inhabitants thereof, they have farther
agreed that thofe diftriéts fhould each contain,
as nearly as may be, fuch a number of taxables as
fhould be entitled to elect one Senator.

- The Senators are to be chofen fo'r' four years;
but, when firft affembled, are to be divided into
four clafles, and one fourth go out every year;
their places to be annually fupplied by new elec-
tions. : \

It had been propofed that the number ot Sena-
tors affigned to each diftrict, fhould be in propor-

tion to its quota of public taxes, as in the confti-

tutions of Maffachufets and New-Hampfhire ; but
this was generally rejected. Afterwards it was
propofed that the reprefentation in the Senate,
fhould be in a compound ratio of the fiumber of
taxables and quota of taxes of each diftrict as in
the conftitution of South-Carolina, but this al

was negatived. '
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"WILLIAM TAYLOR,

Has for Sale, at his EAST-INDIA GOODS STORE,
No. 4, BurrkinG-SL1p,

A General Affortment of EAST -INDIA GOODS.
Among which aré the following Articles :

BOOK Muflins 8-4 6-4 5-4 || HUMHUMS, TR
i!lackom:t do. il Long Cloths,

ankerchiefs,of various kinds,|| Caffas, S
Chintzes, Seerfuckers,
Ginghams, Boglapores.

© A Variety of handfome painted MUSLINS.

With many other Articles, which will be fold by the Picce or
- Package, low for cafh.

And a few pair large

TERPANES, much warmer than Blankets.

Janvary g, 1790. -
PROPOSAL,
FOR PRINTING BY SUBSCRIPTION,

NE A N et

__OF THE
BLOOMSGROVE FAMILY.

In a SERIES of LETTERS from a gentleman in New-England
to a refpeftable citizen of Philadelphia.
CONTAINING

' 21 3

Sentiments on 2 MODE of DOMESTIC EDUCATION, fuited

to the prefent ftate of Society, Government and Manners in t

United States, and on the Importance and Dignity of the Female

Charatter.
4 INTERSPERSED WITH A

VARIETY of interefting ANECDOTES.

CONDITIONS.
They will be printed on a good paper and type—neatly bound
and lettered, in two volumes, 12mo. and delivered to fubfcribers
at three quarters of a dollar per volume, D

ﬁﬁf Thefe Membirs are dedicated to Mrs. WasHING TON, &y
rmiffion.” Having feen the manuﬁrigt:, and approved the plany
e heartily wifhes that every laudable effort to.improve the
*¢ mode of education in this country may be attended with merit-
¢ ed fuccefs.”
=" FROM the literary charater of the reputed author of
the above work, and a table of contents left with the printer here-
of, being eighty-three letters on the moft interefting fubjeéts of
education, life and manners, itis expeéted thefe Memoirs will
prove a very valuable and interefting performance.
Subferiptions received by the Editor, at his ofice, and letters (poft
paid) duly attended to.

BOSTON STAGE.

THE fubferiber informs the public, that having contratted to
carry the public mail in the ftage from New-York to Bofton,
for the year 1790—commencing January the firft to go twicea
week till the ﬁr(g of May, and three times a week from firlt May
to firfft November, and to employ a perfon to go thro’ with the
mail to take Care of it. He engages that this conduor fhall tran=
fat all private bufinefs committed to him with fidelity ata rea=
fonable Commiffion—he will carry bundles, money, newfpapers,
&c. Aund may be feen every Wednefday and Saturday Evening
in New-York, at Fraunces Tavern, in Bofton at the fubfcribers
Houfe, in Hartford at Frederick Bull’s, Coffee Houfe.
_Four a&tive men are now engaged as Condudtors, who have
g.ven bonds for the faithful difcharge of their truft.
Fanuary, 17q0. LEVI PEASE.
55" The Boflon, Albany, and Philadelphia Stages now put up ot
Fraunces® Tavern, Cortlandt-Street,where paffengers witl [n’ea; to applys

(5 THE Gazette of the United States circulates in every fxl of
the Union—being honored by [ubferibers in Georgia, South and North
Carolina, Virginia, Mar‘ylan'd, Delaware, Pennfylvania, New-Fer[cys
New-York, Conneélicut, Rhode-Ifland, Maffachufetts, New-Hampfhire,
and Diftriét of Maine, Canada, Europe, and the Weft Indies.  This ex-
tenfive circulation renders it a proper vehicle for AbvVERTISEMENTS
%/ a general, commercial and governmental import :—By ' the particular
¢fire: and advice,  therefore, of a mumber ‘of its patrons, this paper
will be open for the reception ln[ “advertifements of the” aboveidefcription’s
which as theywill convey intelligence @‘[an interefling natire, the Edi-
tor hopes” their infertion ‘will ‘meet “the approbation of his friends in
general,  Should the number at any time amount to more than a page 1
the Gazette; they will be given ina Supplement.  FOHN FENNO.

Publifhed by JOHN FENNO, No. 9, Ma1pex-
Laxs, nearthe®fwego-Market, New-Yorw.—[gdol. pr. ap.]
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