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Confcience, the burthen of the [ung,

Whether the aclion’s right or wz'o,'.'gv.
,AN enlightened Confcience is the vicegerent
of Heaven in the foul of man : It fits in judgment
upon all our actions—and from its decifions there
isnoappeal. It applauds our conduct when re-
gulated by juft principles ; and condemns every
deviation from the paths of rectitude : It fupports
the mind under fuflferings in a righteous caufe ;
and plants a dagger in our bofom amidft the ap-
plaufes which we are confcious we do not merit.
Confcience is however a term of very equivocal
import,applied to thofe principles either religious
or political, upon which different ideas are enter-
tained by mankind. Religious opinions, in an
efpecial manner, have made fad work with the
infallibility of Confcience : ' It has converted it
intoaconvenien. engine to compafs the purpofes
of fuperftirution, enthufiafm and ambition—and
men have been plundered, butchered, and burn-
ed at the ftake, ¢ for Confcience fake.”’—Tis edu-
cation that gives,in a great meafure, the tincture
to Confcience : The follower of Mahomet feels
no compundtion at'the violation of laws, with the
obfervance of which, the catholic thinks the en-
joyments of ¥leaven are infeparably connected :
One thinks that to eat flefh in lent, is a damnable
fin; the other anticipates the joys of paradifein
the pleafures of his feraglio. The mind that is
overthadowed with the glooms of enthufiafm,
feelsits confcience wounded, when it beholds a
chearful countenance, and a difpofition which
realizes that ¢ /o vy, i5 to obey.” " To weara
hat, or to pull it off,

is a queftion of conftience
with fome—and to defend thatlife and property,
which men enter into fociety more fully to pro-
teét, und more effectnally to enjoy, is a {ftumbling
ftone, and a rock of offence to thofe who never
refufed participate the peace and fecuricy,
purchafed b; blood and treafure of.thcir
neighbors. Conicicnce works wonders—it has
transformed many a blockhead int» a pulpit ora-
tor, who, to get'rid of the curfe, ““ in'the fweat
of thy brow ihalt choueat bread,”” pretends con-
feience, when he forfakes his honeft calling, and
becomes a rambling retailer of raving nonfenfe—
¢ 3 blind leader of the bilnd.”

As to a political confcience, we have not heard
much abour it, fince the explofion of pajive obe-
dience, and the right divine. At the beginning of
the revolution, fome artful tories played a few
tunes upon this firing—but the people were too
penetrating not to fee thro their jefuitifm, and
they foon relinquithed the hope of raifing a
{chifm in the confciences of our countrymen—for
they found that no article of faith in their poli-
tical creed, was more firmly eftablifhed than this,
that

« Refiflance to Tyrants, is

obedience to God.”

Some make confcience of relieving thediftrefled
—but the mifer's confcience has a reverfe direc-
tion—his confcience will overflow in good withes,
¢« be ve warmed, and be ye clotht‘g,”—but to
beflow any part of his wealth to realize the text,
is utterly againft his confcience—and under the
pretence of providing for his own houfehold, left
he fhould be called aninfidel, he monopolizes the
bounties of providence, and becomes a curfe to
the world ¢ for confcience fake.”

How important to our peace and tranquility
then is a good confcience !—With refpect to the
eternal pr:mriplus of right and wraong, every ra-
tional being has an unerring 111911itur wir]‘m‘]f-
but opinions ufurp the moft arbitrary dominion
over the human mind. Happy the youth whofe
underftanding is early conducied into the paths
of virtue, philofophy, and fcience—whe efcapes
the tincture of enthnfiafin, ‘and the fetters of
prejudice—who can give a fcope to his judgment,
and draw his maximsfrom the fountains of truth,
experience, and rightreafon—to fucha mind, the
univerfe is harmony—benevolence is its element
—and the Deity a delightful fource of hope and
contemplation—from which alone can refult a
«¢ confcienee void of offence.”

ANECDOTE.

ENRY IV. King of France, thus exprefled
I himfelfto the fair Gabrielle, ¢ My beaute-
ouslove, twohours after the arrival of this cour-
jer, you will fee a cavalier who loves you much.
They call him King of France and Navarre, \w_/lnch
are certainly honorable, though very painful ti-
tles. 'That of being your fubject is infinitely
more delightful. All three together are good ;
and let what will happen, I have refolved never
to yiold themto any one.”

THE OBSERVER.
No. XI.
Further remarks on dland tax.

HE writer of ‘this paper, tho’ unknowneven
to fufpicion, and diftant from fame, wifhes
to be thought an honeft man. Such fubjedts as
he is confidering, are aprto excitea fufpicion that
f'_umc evil is defigned ; thefe fufpicions may be
tomented by the litigious, but with the body of
n_mukiml, their origin is from a generous love of
freedom, and a dererminativn to vindicate their

honeft acquirements.

After fo many delufions, and ill concerted poli-
cies, the Americans would be ftupid indeed, did
they not watch every propofition of meafures as
it rifes. Next to perfonal liberty, the preferva-
tion of property is the moft facred object which
can be affected by government, and taxationisthe
greatinftrument by which government aéts on the
p:operties of the people. |The propofal of a land
tax is a weighry fubject, and a firm conviction
that it is the moft direét way of emancipating
you from a {yftem,which you can never reduceto
calculdtion, isthe realon of my doing 1t. A citi-
zen is unfafely fituated, when the demands made
on him by government, cannot be reduced to
previous eftimation—but can you do this under
your feveral State {yftems ! You cannot deter-
mine from year to year the manner, nor the pro-
portion, nor the articles in which you are to be
taxed—You choofe afflemblymen once or twice a
year, and from a long habir, they confider it as
juftifiable to make fudden alterations—they im-
pofe new fums, of which yon have nojintelligence
but by the warrant of a tax gatherer—thus cir-
eumitanced, no previous eftimate of what you
muft pay can be made—<this I confideras an evil,
not of the gentlemen who ferve you, but of the
fyftem you are purfuing.—Warrants go out from
the State Treafurer againft certain diftricts for
certain {fums ; {ubordinate officers make the tax
bills againft individuals ; the law gives them a
rule ; but not one in ten of the people can tell
whether this rule be honeftly followed : If the
multitude of your tax gatherers are not flrictly
honeit, chere will be fome over charges, and if
difcovered, it is eafy to call them miftakes. It
wounds the feelings of a good fubject to wrangle,
either with his law givers or collectors, and the
thing pafles. A fimple charge on all lands, can
be previoufly eftimated—the planter knows the
number of his improved acres, this once afcer-
tained anfwers forever, he forefees and provides
for the exact demand, and there is no poffibility
of fraud.

I already hear it objedted ; the propofal is partial,
for improved lands are of unequal value, and fome
one acre may be worth half a dozen others.

The fame objection lies with greater force a-
gainft your prefent fyftem—The tax you now pay
on lands fuppofes them of" equal value, only dif-
criminating the kind of cultivation. Your polls
are equally affeffed ; one of thefe may be fagaci-
ous, healthy and rich, and very profitable to the
man who carries it ; while another is void of all
difcernment, fickly, poor and an expenfive bill to
the owner—your cattle are equally taxed ; when
it is known fome one beaft, either for fale or im-
provement, may be worth ten others in the flock
—and this is the cafe with every article in your
taxable eftate as it now ftands.

Nokind of property hasa greater equality than
the foil of the earth, the acres, maturally more
productive are few, and fuperior cultivation is
the chief thing which gives them an advantage.
Taxing high cultivation, in moft inftances, is but
taxing the indaftry which one man has greater
than another ; and in this view of the fubjec,
cemes nearer to injuftice.

Improvements in the art of hufbandry Iave
made different kinds of foil much nearer in value
and profit, than they were half a century paft—
vaftextents of earth, lately fuppofed of no value,
by cropping them fuitably are made produdtive,
and daily improvements in hufbandry, mcrefnfes
their equality : butifafter all, therebe any foil fo
poor it will not pay a fmall tax, itought to be dif-
miffed from cultivation and planted with trees,
to prevent that fcarcity of timber and' wopod,
which will foon become an intolerable evil to the
poor, in the ancient parts of this country.

[o do fractional juftice in a matter of this na-
ture is impoffible. ThatTyftemisthe beﬁ, which
comes neareft to perfect juftice, is moft intelligi-
ble to the people, and may be cxecu_ted with
fmalleft expence. Suppofe the comparative value
of your lands were to be appraifed—to do juftice
the appraifement muft be frequently repeated,
and the expence will more than balance the gain.
I dread afyftemloaded with a prodigious number

of fubordinate officers—if you pay them 2 fmall
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{um, [hc.Ir numbers will make an immenfe a.
mount ; lt'you do not pay them, thev will by
fome artifice pay themfelves from the hard earn-
ings of the people—and when public’ meafures
pafs through an infinitude of managers, you can-
not make them refponfible, and the citizens under
the appcarance of protection are pillaged at dif-
cretion. Remember the late war ! It was the
humor of the people to mulriply managers—you
had public officers thro fubordinate p'rmjles, innu-
merable as the leaves of fammer, down to cdptains
of a dozen oxen, flourifhing with the national
ceckade in their hats—with all this apparatus,
your armies fuffered every diftrefs thro want of
the provifions then rotting in ftore. An abfolute
monarch isjpolitic in encreafing the number of in-
terior officers, for the additional expence creates
an influence by which he governs the people;
but a republic needs not this policy. A repnb-
lican government muft be grounded on economy,
on the affections and confidence of the people, on
general knowledge and happinefs ; and it onght
therefore to avoid a fcheme of meafures, that is
either intricate or expenfive.

Another objection to the land tax, asjpropofed,
\'t"ill be this—that the inhabitants in ihe é"l"u?f towns
efcape the payment of a fuw proportioned to ther 1bility.

The objection appears with weighr—ler it be
candidly confidered. The men of honefty and
honor, will not wifh to avoid their part of the bur-
then, whether town or country be his refidence.
Wherea taxon lands the only means of a nations
al révenue, the propofal might work injuftice—
but by the joint operation of a national impch,
excife and land tax, the objection will be obviated.
Suppofe two perfons of equal intereft, one a ciri-
zenin fome great town, the otheraplanter in the
country—the nature of a city|life wiil iead to the
greater confumption of fuch articies as are char-
ged with impoft and excife, fo that the city inha-
bitant pays double or treble the fum paid by the
other.

The inhabitants of a great town muft purchafe
all their food and cloathing ; and it is not a love
of luxury, but neceffity that obliges them to do
this ; by which means they confume a fourfold
fhare of taxable articles—and duties on commerce
muft always have this efect—for cvery man pays
in the proportion that he confumes the dutied
arricles. The wealth of great towns is generally
overated—they prefent you with a ‘ew inftances
of great riches, and a thoufand of cxtreme indi-
gence and wretchednefs. Were the property of
large cities to be equalized among their inhabi-
rants, a'thare would not be mére than an average
with the country inhabitants i he parade of
bufinefs, the fiow of mercantile propercy, much
of which is owned in the back countrv, and col-
lecied for fale—the luxury and idlenefs of a few,
with the general hilarity among a concourfe of
people, are circumftances, when he beholds therm,
which lead the unacquainted planter to fappofe,
that the people in great cities might pay a propor-
tion, much greater than they do, wirhout intol-
erable wrerchednefs. Onthis ftating of facts, let
a land tax be brought into joint operation with a
national impoft and excife. I think the objection
is obviated.

 EUROPE.

L ONDON, Nov.2

T is to the honor as well as to the good fortune of this country,
that the bank of England never fince its firft foundation ftopped
payment for one day,or ever ufed the leaft fubterfugein payment,
but upon one occafions and that was one day during the rebellion
of 1745 ; from a fcarcity of fpecie, they paid that day only in fil-
ver; which from the increafed quantity of timeufed in couuting,
&c. neceflarily checked a ran which might have been fatal to pub-
lic credit. The next day, what from the fums of money fent by
merchants and bankers, every thing went on at the bank as ufoal,

Extralt of a letter from Brnffels, O&. 1.

¢ This city has narrowly elcaped from becoming anawful mo-
nument of civil diicord ang popular defpair. A confpiracy has
juft been deteéted to undermine and blow up the houfes of Dalton
and Tran{man{dorff (the Launay and Bertheir of the Netherlands)
and the guardhoufe; feizing thearfenal; and one of the gates, and
admitting a body of exiles into the city, The confpirators were
not thofe who had cither fpirit or vigor for martial enterprife, for
the nobles and the youth had been exiled. = But the contagious fen-
timent of general indignation hiad reached that portion of fociety
which is the leaft acceflible to it.

¢ The anwarlike charater of the priefthood, the peaceful hab-
its of commercial opulence, the feclufion and feeblenefs of cloif=
tered females, were animated and armed by the public defpair
A quantity of powder and combuftible materials had been intro~
duced into a vault, where the treafure has been ufually depofited
The key of this vault had been furnifhed by the Emperor’s bantk.
er, who is iied. The town engineer had been employed in un-
dermiaing the devoted houfes; arms and ammunition were buried
In the gardens of fome of the confpirators, and coin hid in the ccll§
of the nuns, in many convents, But they were betsayed by their
indifcreet and confident exaltation.

¢ The vigilance of the minifterial {pies, who have been fo nu-
merous as to poifon all focial intercourfe, difcovered the defign.
The firft perfon apprehended was the preeeptor of the children of
the Duc d’Urfi.  In the chamber of thatill fated young man were
tound plans for taking off the minifter and General, mal\i}eﬁos
10 be [cattered among the people, and other papers alluding to de<
figns which it 15 belicved the Government are not very anxious to



