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3 HE TAB 5-E-T No. XII. gradations from a good to abad man : his change { now 1:9‘:}101«1, the late happy wifeof the once af
T 3 o was almoft inftantaneous. His !uppin(-(l'. at once | fluent Honeftus! Poor, ceold, comfortlefs, fick,
' when once a man is int red 1o_the [ervi 3 of «!ei‘erte(l him, and his ideas of right and wrong ;}nd fl:l iix!-;cnv‘.. lit?l‘l‘u]' and fpcc“‘..lcis agony de-
@ ool a pe il expect to be paid as well for actiug fuddcn-l}" diflipated.—This may happen, wnh«‘.'ut formed that fair face, w h%‘ e all the 2
Jaciony b0 alting againft the difiates of his con- | any original ill intention in thofe who falla vic- } where wont to fmile! T'wo infant danghters hang-
,;f."_ f'”)",,' Vs S tim to the fury of faction. il‘.:{ on herknees, with piercing cries for bread,
Cience. ~

T may feem pnm-\k‘):\icn‘] to re.p.ro:ibh a »1{{;1]11 t‘olr
I 2 contentious {pirit, whileiris ack m} € ]gf{ :
that fociety cannot 1'>e held l(?}:j,’tl.](jl , without the
aid of faction. 1 ‘\\'111 make two re1 it o
Jution of thi.s dlﬂlcult}:.——})n\(‘ is, ji “1.1 L\; r !
of pro\‘i(]t’lltlfﬂ_ events.1s fo ' C Onlllt \ te ¢ ;‘1\ - 0] .

ofite evils mitigatre or dcihu_vj the 1: ndency o
each other ; while many p}critms who take an

may be actuated by the moit
malignant motives. “The ot lim.r i_i, 1‘1'1-.1r- 'Lhmp;h
2 certain portion of party {pirit 1s L'.I.‘ILI:‘.]:] yet
ir fhould be fubject to fome m)unllsl :.1"1;1 reftric-
tions ; and as there 1s more pr\:)b;u?zh:_\_‘ that it
will be carried to exccﬁ.‘ than that it \\'1!1_ 1».:‘ an-
nihilated, our blaming it as a vice, or deferibing
it as an inconvenience, may be a _cn'cumihngc
that will reftrain fome of 1ts e.\'c:eilcs. :

In the natural world, we oh'e.n (1(‘11.')‘.:'.11111{(*

henomina as evil, becaufe their immediate and
vifible effects are fo.—If we could view the whole
fcene, thofe parts that are 1'eprcfcmfﬂ as dark
and horrid, wonld be found to contribure to the
perfection of the whole. Tempefts, tornadoes
and earthquakes, are u{nnlly: ranked among the
moft formidable natural evils. Such jarrs and
concuffions of the elements, however, are cal-
culated ro reciify diforders, whi?h‘, by bv:mg lgr
alone, would become more pernicious [1}‘\‘.‘:[!1(‘11‘
counteraéting caufes. 'l:ho(}: wh.o are w r:h.m the
verge of the difafter {uffer an evil, which it was
requifite fhould take place, to render the
ralbleffing more complete, . 3

It i$ my intention to prefent tothe view of my
young friend a character, which may ferve as 4
foecimen of one, on whom faction has wrought
its full effects.—This will be more likely ro raake
ftrong impreflions, and to put him on his g :‘nxl
againft undue exercifes of party fpirit, than
merely to lay the fubject before him, in remarks
that are general and unapplied. There is a dif-
ficulty in accomplithing this talk, 1'e1'ulmlg'trum
the want of a complete original, by which a
portrait can be formed. To remedy this defect,
Thavé had 5n eve to feveral of the moft dif-
tinguifhéd party wranglers, that had fallen \\'i(l}-
inmy knowledge. By feleéting different quali-
fications from different perfons, and combining
them into an aggregate, it delineates an image,
not materia]ly\in(-oin]\]erc. No individual has
furnifhed a fuflicient fhare in the features of this
charaéter, to claim the right of naming it. Such
a colletion of qualities, however, fhould be per-
fonified, and for want of a better name, may be
called FactoT1us.

It can be of no importance to tell from what
parents he defcended. His parentage and educa-
tion weré fuch as entitled him to the notice and
efteem of his acquaintance. As his natural abi-
lities rather exceeded mediocrity, and as his ac-
quirements were handfome, his friends hoped
that he would have been diftinguithed in almoft
any ftation of Iife. He had no vices, but what
proceeded from a warmth and vivacity of {pirit,
and which did not indicare a bad heart. There
was reafon to believe that age and experience
would correct the few irr(‘gul.:lritics he had dif-
covered, \

Facrorivus entered into public life with a re-
putation fo fair and unblemithed, that to fay he
wore the image of his Maker, would not impi-
oufly derogate from the divine actributes, His
degeneracy was folely occafioned by the acciden
tal circumftance of his falling into bad hands.
“ lie had taken a refidence in a different part of
the countiy from thatin which he had been barn
?.nd educated, he maft of courfe form new con-
nections. A miftake in this refpect laid the
foundation of his future faults and misfortuncs.
He uninru,x;nn:-_l]_v connected himfelf with men,
‘vfh(’ were warmly engaged in party animofities.
cfom atem per naturally ungunarded and afpiring,
fe was inadvertently allured into a chace, the
tourtes of which, his fagacity could neither fore-
it Though he had given the mofi

atering {ymptoms of a virtuous mind, yet his
Principles had never been confirmed by experi
Icil:;: .l";“t‘j-‘s"i";‘ff)-"t_T\lCrc 7<‘n> crilic.al point of
rader [‘11;-0. ;l.!‘\ o a mau, from which the c}}u
. akes s tone. Facrorius was exactly
M that period. Had he at that inftant formed
o coniections, he had never become a bad
Mman. Hisdeftiny was unfortunate, and he made

In a very little time, he became 2

2 fatal pitch,
wa and 45 s o 4
T and decided partizan in all the difputes of
- 2 .

the day. Ir is inc
Plunged into the d

cord.,

narks, as

aeency in them,

ge ne-

fee or elude.

redible how heedlefsly he
I\

acpl

5t pth of party rage and dif-
rle did not P

roceed throngh the regular

Thrown into a fituation, where he was often
called upon to oppofe what is right and encou-
rage what is wrong, FactoTtius had {fome con-
flict of emotions between former principles, and
new temptations.—He was however wretked with
fuch an inceflant ardour of temper and tumult of
paflions, as to put calm refleétion out of his pow-
er, and foon became familiarized to the charac-
ter he had aflumed. The love of, triumph, the
hatred of oppofition, and the enchanting hopes
of being a diftinguifhed partizan, led him a ca-
reer that was no lefs rormenting to himfelf, thau
mifchiveous to fociety. So foon were all dif-
tinctions of virtue and vice broken down and
levelled, that his old friends and connections,
who did nor coincide with his new objeéts and
party views, fuffered every thing that could re-
fult from violated confidence, or from a vindic-
tive overbearing conducét.  His enmities and at-
tachments were all converted to party purpofes.

Nor is this all—Factorius not only loft his
rec¢titade, but his confiftency : He became the
moft capricious, as well as the moft abandoned of
men.—In fome cafes, he would applaud and imi-
tate what in others he would aveid and condemn ;
one while he would reprobate and perfecute a
character, whom afterwards he would take by
the hand and patronize. Actions in no material
refpe¢t different from what he himfelf practifed,
he would ridicule and deteft in his antagonifts.
In fhort, there is no vice that can be lathed, and
no folly that can be langhed at, which he would
not reprefent as praife-worthy and decent in
thofe who adhered to his caufe.—On the other
hand, the moft worthy aétions of his opponents
were ftigmatized with opprobious epithets.

But all human affairs have their limits—Fac-
Totivus could not always run fuch a race. His
enormities were, from the nature of things, re-
ftrained to certain bounds ;: There was no new
man for him to deceive, no new abfurdity for
him to commit.—His fall from the glare and po-
pulzrity of gilded caprice and -iniquity, into a
ftate of infamny and neglec, was fo rapid and
unprogreflive, as to form one of the moft extra-
ordinary events of his life. e wasinftantly for-
{aken. His name, which for a while was only
mentioned with {corn and dereftation, was in a
few years fo generally forgot, as never to be in-
troduced but as a comparifon for fomething ex-
tremely odiousand deftructive. So ftrong a con-
traft between his prefent and former fortune feems
to have fafisfied all feelings of revengein his ene-
mies. The natural dictates of humanity ftrove
to filence further reproaches, and to allow his
name the privilege of eblivion. %

Such a charaéter, and fach a fituation, a wife
man will avoid for his own fake ; and a good man,
for the fake of other people.

EXTRACT FROM + AMERICAN ESSAYS.”

STORY of HONESTUS and CONSTANTIA.

HONESTUS and CONSTANTIA were a
happy pair, a virtuous fympathy allied their
hearts; the facred union was cemented, by con-
ftant, kind, reciprocal attentions: Conftantia
was fair and beautiful, asfhe was good : Her ex-
ternal charms captivated the rich Corrumpus.—
Honeftus had embarked in an undertaking that
required a loan—Corrumpus initnnﬂ_v. ﬁcpp.e(l
forth, and in the prefling moment, offered him
his purfe—the artlefs Honeftus gratefully accept-
ed, and moft cordially embraced the infidious
friend :— But here the traitor mifled his aim.

Conftantia’s virtues bore the ftampof Heaven,
and kept pollution at an aw ful diftance.—Rag-
ing alternately with difappoinment and deﬁr'r,
at length Corrumpus fullenly withdrew ; but ftill
refolved if poflible, to gratify his mean revenge,
and hellifh luft.—The commercial enterprifes of
Honeftus, terminated unfortunately—Corrum-
pus faw and feized the flattering occafion, to
{creen his name, and hide the blacknefs of his
hellifh purpofe : He artfully Lmnsfc.rred the debt
due from Honeftus, to his petifogging and pan-
der, one of that - execrable tribe of canabals i#
London, who live on human prey : This faithful,
callous tormentor, ftripped the poor Honeftus
bare: configned him to thar vile terreftial hell
a. ¢aol, there left him naked on a bed of thorns.
— Who ¢an unfold. thy complicated woes, ye
oloomy tenants of that dark abode !a\\'ho can grafp
the wide-fpread miferies ifluing from that cruel
fotrce.— Condtantia, large was thy portion of the
bitrer cup. In a dark corner of a naked hovel,
expoled to all the rigors of inclement winter,

2
and their loft father,
wounded foul ; clofe by 1
herhoary fice,fat looking 1 gnatioi.—In this
plorable, defencelefs ftate—rne ViLraIN’s p
c10U
to curfe the unfeeling moniter, who could dif-
turb the fair Conftanta’s peace ; and with mock
fympathy pretends that he was juft informed of
her diftrefs, and had haftened with all the impa-
tient ardor of a friend to offer
and relief: Still the {at dumb, motionlefs, trani-
fixed ! her eager eyes intént upon her children ;
with well diflembled gri he next communi-
cates the cruel fate of his dear friend Honeftus;
and faid he intended to go immediately to him:
Here Confiantia looked up—and to offer him his
fervices—a gleam of hope appeared once more to
roufe her torpid foul, and with a feeble ray re-
lumed her eye—a faint {fuffufion of an hedtic hue
fluthed on her lifelefs cheek—She feemed to wifh
to fmile: Rank with defire, the gloating lecher
faw returning life, and eagerly approached to
feize her hand ; by chafte antipathy, fhe took the
alarm ; fhrunk from _the hateful and forbidden
touch, and fhook with'horror; then ftated at Hea-
ven, and menaced fierce diftraction : Her children
fecreeched in wild affright, not knowing what they
feared, and trembling clung for fafety to their
helplefs mother.--The pious father felt the unfeel-
ing wound, but now hispalfied arms hung nerve-
lefs, a cumberous ufelefs load ; he could no more
than weep,and look again to Heaven.—Struck,but
not foftened at the melting feene, with confci-
ous guilt, the fueaking friend retired.

Afteralongand awful paufe, returning reafon
feemed again to dawn—the ftorm that rudely
fhook Conitantia’s gentle frame, gradually fub-
fided intoa penfive, calm, and fertled melancholy;
when with the fofteft voice of melting grief, fhe
thus articulated ; ftill perfecuted by that cruel
fpoiler!Ithought I'had nothing left!Yes,ftill Virtue
thou art mine! for theeam I once more purfu-
ed ! if ftripped of thee, Ifhould be poor indeed?
Lovely Virtue ! with thee, and with my dear Ho-
neftus, how happy thould I deem the humbleft
lot ! thus bleft, richin content, I yer could tread
fome humble vale in fweet fecurity, and blefs
all bounteous Heaven, unenvying and unenvied ;
but doomed to live bereft of either; how bitter
even is my fcanty bread! The keen reflection
{tung her to her foul, and choaked herutterance.

In a few days, death mercifully clofed this
dreadful fcene, and happily releafed the poor
Conftantia: This ftroke ¢f mercy, fo far relieved
the injured, wounded, and world fick Honef-
tus, that he was foon removed from his prifon
to a mad-houfe, where in SWEET OBLIVION ON
his bed of {traw, rE DREAMS HIMSELF A King.
Revenge ¢ould afk no more—There yet remain-
ed, to fatiare luft,with an inceftuous feaft ;—mark
how the moniter deliberately prepares the hellith
banquet !

Gorrumpus took the friendlefs orphans, and with
a more than parent’s fondnefs cherifhedthem ;
till with the unripe fruit, his rank, falacious, ap-
petite was gorged ; then witha cloyed indifference,
coldly caft them to the common herd ; and e’er
they reached their teens, they joined theftale,
forlorn patrolers of the Strand, who in nocéturnal
orgies feek relief, and know mno other joys.

Such was the fate, of a worthy, virtuous family,
all for no crime, whohad they not been -Britons,
might probably have lived, to have been an orna-
ment to their fpecies, and an honor to their
country.

Blufh Britons ! blufh ! and boaft no more, of
SUBJECTS SACRED RIGHTS

O ! ’twas an impious theft, to robdecrepitage
of it’s fole prop ! tofhatch with facrilegious hand,
the only cordial that remained to qualify the
bitter dregs of life !'—To ftrip the virtuous, fond,
and faithful wife, of hufband, hope, proteciion,
and fupport !—It was A DAMNING DEED, to
pluck the harmlefs infants from the brooding
wings of their fond, foftering parents ; to blot
fair, white.-robed innocence, their only boon,
with foul, indelible pollution ; then throw the
violated vi¢tim<in the ftreet, there to wander,
houfelefs, helplefs, hopelefs, hungry, difeafed,
abandoned, naked, loft !

probing inceflantly her
P hy \ -7 ’
fide in dumb diftrefs,

uovR!—the falfeCorrumpus enters, affedts

her pioteciion

ot
i,

———————¢ Quis talia fando
¢ Temperet a lachrymis ?*

This eclipfes all the glory, and annihilates the
moft eflential benefits of the Britith Conftitution,
by thus involving misfortunes with crimes, and
giving the wealthy villain abfolute power ove
the urffortunate, and authorizing him, unaer the
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