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CONVENTION.

If young men's fancies, as the poet tells ua,
lightly turn with the warm npring winds to
men's appathoughts of love, middle-age- d
rently rnn as fast to conventions. They herd
together during every May and Jane oa the
slightest pretext of union. They meet and
koo-to- o
each other as Quakers, Presbyterians,
or patriots; and now as photoprize-fighter- s,

graphers. Some spark of good, we suppose,
is struck out of all this friction; a certain corif nothing
dial emulation and
better. That improvement and new ideas
may come from this great annual Association
of Thotographers is a matter in which we
are all personally ooncerned.
The convention, we learn, was large and enthusiastic; delegates and specimens were present from all parts of Europe; our own large
houses in every State contributed their best
inventions. The staid Quaker City glimmered
with lenses and graphoscopes. The smell of
collodion and blue lights filled the air. There
is probably no mechanical art which has made
such rapid advance as this since the days of
Daguerre and Niepce, as is shown by the
numberless inventions and the exquisite softness and beauty of the speoimens exhibited
in Philadelphia; but in an rcsthetio point of
view the profession, we are foroed to hint,
has lagged far behind. In the cities where
success would pay men with real artistic
talent to adopt the business, they have frequently done so; but outside of these
large markets it is. usually left to any young
Yellow who can command money enough to
buy a camera and expertness enough to handle it. Photography, like wood engraving,
while it offers a field for a great artist, suffers
from the fact that the process is easily
learned, the materials are cheap, and the
poorest workman will always find work and
wages. The average operator, as we all know
to our cost, has no knowledge of the first
rules concerning light or shade, nor any gliui- mer of the idea that there might be a skill in
placing and draping his victim which
would secure a beautiful and attractive picture out of the most meagre and inharmonious materials. He plumps him into
a chair of torture in a room heated
to 'J2 deg., screws his head into a vice, aad
then placidly offers to "wait until he has asHawthorne's
sumed his best expression."
morbid fancy that the secret devil in every
man peered out of his face somewhere in a
photograph may have had its foundation in
fact: the treatment human nature undergoes
in that chamber of horrors brings whatever is
diabolical in it to the light. There is an old
story of a Greek artist to whom came an unhopeful subjeot in the shape of a man blind,
lame, and with a broken arm. He painted
him taking aim with a bow kneeling on the
lame leg, closing the blind eye, drawing back
the broken arm. Our modern photographer
would have ssorned such art as sheer compounding of a felony.
Seriously, this is no matter for jesting. We
may leave what footsteps on the shores of
time we please in the shape of character or
good deeds, but our real selves, our faoes, are
inexorably in the charge of those minions of
the sun for posterity; and whether we will or
not, they choose that every wrinkle and smirk
shall go down unflinchingly. For the great
majority of ns, twenty years after we are
dead, the only trace left of us on earth will
most likely be a photograph in some dusty
album. Is it unnatural that we should wLaa
this to be at least the just shadow of what we
were? The most praotical Gradgrind among
ns would fain look with a cheerful f aoe into
that golden age to come, unknown world of
strangers though it be, and not scowl baok to
it a grisly ghost. We beseech the convention
to scatter some notions of true art among its
members. Kryolite and velvet cases and invisible rests are no doubt excellent things,
but a subtle sense of grace, and fitness, aud
beauty is not altogether to be despised.
Have meroy upon us, Messieurs Photographers; you have the immortality of this
generation in your keeping; for the love of
justice do not any longer confirm the Dar
winian theory by sending us down to unborn
ages in the presentment 01 a race 01 gorillas
guild-spiri-
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principles are really the Virginia and Kentucky resolutions of nearly eighty years ago
resolutions which assert State sovereignty
to a point which is incompatible with National supremacy that is to say, the Southern Democratic chiefs insist upon the
right of secession. They deolare that the
"lost cause" is traditional Demooracy, and
that, when you abandon the constitutional
principle upon which that cause is justified,
Democracy, as a party name, is meaningless. Indeed, there are a large number of
those who were the sincerest Rebels, who lost
everything in the war, and who now insist
that, the Democratic principle having been
overpowered, there should be no hesitation in
abolishing the State Legislatures, and in
establishing "one right, one government, one
Jaw." The ablest of the Southern leaders
and papers insist upon the lost cause as the
only rational Democratic platform. And Jeff.
Davis, the best beloved Demooratio leader in
the Southern States, declares in reply to the
"new departure" that a little patient waiting
only is necessary to secure the victory for
which he and his friends contended.
This was the spirit and these were the chiefs
who controlled the Demooratio party at the
last Presidential election. They propose to
contest the mastery again next year. They
deride and denounce 'the Northern aoqui-esceas men of no faith in principle, as
mere temporizers and Laodiceans. And this
position is so strongly taken, and the censure
is so free, that the Northern leaders are
already angry.' The very warmth of their
tones shows their alarm. For while they are
profoundly persuaded that there is no other
chance of Democratic success than express acceptance of the situation, they are as profoundly convinced of the tenacity of their
late masters at the South. A few weeks ago
the Southern views, were described by the
Northern managers as the eccentricities of
"our gallant and chivalrous friends," who
would, as good Democrats, gracefully
yield when
"we" knocked them on
the head in the convention.
But all
The Albany Argus
this is changed.
now disposes of our gallant and chivalrous
friends in this manner: "The boisterous
Montgomery Mail is dead. The senile Mobile
Register has changed its coat and fallen into
line, an humble, and, we trust, repentant follower of those whom it tried to browbeat into
folly. The Memphis Appeal
its waved-u- p
alone remains as a vociferator of nonsense
and a gabbler of platitudes." And the New
York Wtrld, the friend of the Erie agent,
says of the other great statesman of its party:
"The truth is that Jeflerson Davis is not only
a badly beaten general, a failure as an execu
tive head of a resisting people, a thoroughly
whipped Rebel, but a politician who stupidly,
criminally (to use the mildest phrase) blun
And these be brethren!
dered.
From all this it is plain, first, that the
Northern Demooratio leaders are convinced
that the Southern voice must be silenced or
the party is already defeated; and second,
that they feel much stronger than they did
in 18GS, and propose not to wheedle but to
lash the recusants into submission. But the
fact is none the less evident and significant
that the support of the Southern wing is
indispensable to Demooratio success. Therefore if, ia the National Convention ; of the
party, Mr. Vallandigham, who in 18G-- made
the (Jhioago platform of surrender to the
rebels, should in 1872 make another platform
of surrender to the Republicans, it would
certainly be an occasion of satisfaction to
every patriot that the party did not take an
openly revolutionary position, but it would as
certainly be no ground fox supporting a- party
which contains every revolutionary and disturbing element. The question, as we stated
last week, would then be whether a purer
administration or greater fidelity to the new
order could be more reasonably expected
from the Democratic than from the Republican party. There can be little doubt that the
v allandigham platform would help the Demo
cratic party in the Northern States, but it
would as surely exasperate the stancbest
Southern Democrats. Meanwhile those who
are disposed to think that the Eoniooratio
party is always handled with admirable saga
city, and that it can rely upon its stern disci'
pline, may refresh their memories with the
history of its last three National Conventions
in 1800, 18G4, and 18G3, of which it may be
said that each surpassed the other in politioal
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From Uarper'i Weekly, edited ly G. W. CurtU.
"Mr. Orator Puff had two tones in his
voice," and consequently, as the affecting
narrative informs us, he oould not esoape
from the nit. The Democratic party, withthe same vocal variety, is in imminent peril
of a similar catastrophe. Its Northern voice
and its Southern voice sing different tunes;
and as its object is to lull the pnblio into
eentle slumber, it ia naturally angry to nod
that the discord only more thoroughly arouses
the country. Mr. Vallandigham had soaroely
blandly alluded to the fact that tne gooae
hung high when Mr. Jefforson Davis Bavagely
retorted that not only did he not "acoept the
situation." but that he "acoepted nothing
So, also, while Tammany Hall complacently
heard the praises lavished upon it by the nre
eating Mobile Register, it was confounded by
the vigorous observation of the same journal
that, of course, Tammany would not expeot
to nominate its candidate! Alas for the
"creat statesman" of New York, the execu
tive wcent of the Erie ltine!"
Indeed, a more laughable
spectacle has not been lately seen than the
present bitnation of the Demooratio party. It
is engaged in the praiseworthy bat not bop
ful attempt to dissolve oil in water, and to
mingle in sweet silence gunpowder aud fire.
It is divided into two factions, the Northern
and the Southern. The cleverest of tue
Northern leaders are auxious to break tho
chain that binds them to the corpse of sUvery
and to the disastrous past of their party a
and to
Earty false to the oountry, to liberty,
nature. But they have no platform to
propose except acquiesoeooe In KepulmoAu
action and denunciation of Republioaus,
This, being a tacit confession of the total
failure of their own party and a repudiation
of all its traditions, does not warmly commend itself to the mass of the Deiuoor-ttitvoters. It seems to taein, and very uatu.
rally, an insincere course; and they declare,
with animation, that such couusels are offered
by those who have no faith in Demoordtio
principles, and who are, therefore, no batter
than the enemy. "If holding the otlicei and
sharing the publio plunder is the ouly prinoi
,
pie invciveu in tne pontics 01
stys a
Kentucky Democratic paper, "there is im
necessity for keeping up two political oriui- -
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wm:e inns Borne 01 tuej more Bagaeious
Northern Democratic leader advise au i'i'im.
cence in the 6itutioa, t'ut Southern ouUf,
who Lave been both the bruin and tba heart of
tbe ptrty, with scornful aui dhtimt brown insist
upon v. bat they call the principles for wiiio'i
the Democracy Lave alwajs contended. Taos
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niid to this' the answer is Instantaneous
What made the ratio of 21 V0 in the seventh
census drop instantly on the beginning of
the eighth decade to 10"3G, or less than half?
What great convulsion changed the whole
life of the negro in I860 to make him less
as fecund as he had theretofore
f
than
been? There was of course no snoh great
disturbance for the negro until 1865. Then
the change came; then was his whole life
altered; and from that time we 'are
to estimate the effect of emancipation
upon bim. The case is analogous to that of a
man who is well from the first to the fiteenth
of the month and pulled down by a fever from
that to the thirtieth: his loss in flesh is not
the month's work, but that number of days
only from the time the fever set in. To ascertain the effects of an anomaly we must
begin where the anomaly begins, end taking
up the negro population of the United States
from 18(55, when its whole condition changed.
we find that population has not only made no
increase in tne last nve years, but nas actually fallen off. Beyond this fact, Mr. "Walker's report is not specially remarkable,
though, as we have heretofore mentioned,
Kansas exhibits the curious increase of its
negro Vopulation from G25 in 18(50 to 17,10S
in 1870, and Kentucky and Virginia have
fewer blacks now than' ten years ago the
former having 222,210 to 2:10,107 in 18 GO;
and the latter 530,321 against 548,007. These
losses are explainable by the fact that during
the war many Kentucky negroes fled North,
and since the war the Virginia blaoks have
drifted freely into the better paid field of oot- ton culture in tue lar South.
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