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THE COAL TROUBLES.
—— —

Argument of Franklin B, Gowen, Eaq.,
In Behalf of the Rallrond and Mining
Intercsts of Pennsylvania,

The following 18 Mr. Gowen's argument delivered
pefore the Pennsyivania Scnate Juo liolary Com-
mittes on the 30th ult, -]

Gentlomen: We, who are Pennsylvaniana, have
always been under the Impression that our State
derived great benefits from having within her bur-
dors the only accessible deposits of anthracite coal
yot discovered In the United States, I have been
taught to regard the possession of this vast mineral
woalth as a great blessing; but I oan assure you,
that in consequence of two years of suffering under
the contro) and mismanagement of the lendors of the
Workingmen's Benevolent Association, I am almost
tempted to doubt whether all Lhis treasure upon
which our Commonwealth has so largely depended
for her revenue—which has given sucl an unéxam-
pled impetus to our manufactures, and has at-
tracted to us an aggregation of eapital that has
suppliod employment for, and fed and clothed so
large a proportion of, an industrious laboring popu-
Iation—has not beon a groat evil and n great curse;
and I fear that you, gentlemen, who have spent so
much time in an earnest endeavor to fathom the
causps of the present unfortunate ocondition of
aflairs In the coal regions, will be willing to agree
with me in this conjecture.

Our neighbors of New York derive thelr prospe-
rity from and boast of the supremncy of commeroce;
but when we recall to onr minds how fleeting and
evanescenl has been the reign of commercial pros-
perity in all the countries of the world, and remem-
ber that at the beginning of this century Salem
was one of the most important ports in the United
States, who can tell whether, ere the close of the
céntury, Salem or Boston may not have regained
1ts supremacy, or whether tho ships whose sails
now whiten the bay of New York may not float
upon the waters of the Delaware, or ride at anchor
Im the harbor of Norfolk? But the prosperity de-
rived from the possession of mineral treasures is
more enduring; and in her conl flelds our own groat
Commonwealth has control of an unfailing source
of wealth, which, if properly fostered by the Stata,
will be far more lasting tham that which depends
upon the dismonds of Brazil or is derived from the
gold of Californis. You may be surprised to learn
that the coal traffic nlone has within the past tem
yoars paid into the treasuryof the State between
five and six millions of dollars, and that, notwith-
standing the dificulties with which we have had to
contend during the past year, the corporations for
whom I now appear before you have pald as taxes
to the State, in the year 1570, nearly eight hundred
thousand doliare. Why is it that our farmers have
been relieved trom State taxation upon their lands,
the State debt has ceased to be & burden upon our
populatien, and the finances of the Commonwenalth
are in g0 sound a condition? Simply because the
interests for which 1 appear before you—which
have been stricke g down by the unlawfal combina-
tion of an ignorant faction, and are now struggling
to be heard, in A calm judicial investigation, ngninst
the wild clamor of the demagogae and the fanatic
—have paid tuto the coffers of the Stato so Iarge an
amount of taxes that other Iuterests and other in-
dustries have been relleved from the payment of
Any.

Having called"your attention to the great impor-
tance of the subject under consideration, and fully
conecious that the result of yourdeliberations may
be either to rescue these great;interests from the
evils that environ them, or to consign them again
to the control of a tyrannical association, I now
propose ibeuuu it is necessary as part of the ar-
gument | shall make in defence of the course pur-
sued by the railroad companies) to give, as suc-
cinctly a8 I can, and with some regard to t‘m chro-
nology of events, a statement of the causes which
have led the several corporations to adopt the
course which has called forth ,this Investigation,
and then to present a legal argument in defence of
their aotion, together with some suggestions as to
the mode of adjusting the present difficulty and pre-
venting its recurrence in the future,

Itis well known that during the late war the de-
mand for coal was greatly Increased. The navy
required a large supply; and manufacturers—who
are always the great consumers—wers prosperous
and active; conl-mining becams exceedingly profit-

able; the coal-carrylng railroads all made money;
the miners aud labwrors were pald nigh wages; an

it was no uncommon occurrence for a good miner
to earn several hundred dollars a month. In con-
seqnence of this, a great impetus was given to the
coul trade, New collieries weare raptdly oponed;
vew coal reglous were brought futo connection
with the murkets by new rallroads,
which were extended Into every vwalley that
coutained a depoeit for coal; and the high
wages earned by the miner attracted from other
countries a large Immigration of skilled work-
men, and diverted to the business of mining
many who left other trades and occupations to lgn—
ther the golden harvest which wasspread before
them. The natural result of this was, that afver
eace was declarad and the war demand had cessed,
he productive capacity of the authracite coal re-

ions was far greater than was required to supply
Eho consumption of coal; and the laboring popula-
tion had increased so rapldly that employment could
not hefhen toail. The uatural remedy for this
atate of things would have been enforced by the law
of demand and aur‘ply. The badly-constructed and
ill-ventilated collieries that could not produce coal
st the rate the public was willing to pay for it
would have been abandoned, and the better olase
of collieries that conld have sapplied the market
would have continued at work and given em-
ploymeént to A8 MANY mMeén A8 Were necessary to
produce the amount of coal required by the
wants of the community. The surplus population
that could find no employment at mining wonld
have gone back to other occupations, until the
fucreased demand for coal, resulting from low
prices, would have called them again to the coal
reglons. Thusa yeur or two of low prices would
bave aut:puel.l the cure for all the evils that were
feit at the close of the war. But about this time
there came into prominence an or'gsulntion which
is now Kuowu as the Workingmen's Benevolent As-
sociation. Embracing originally several distinoct
societies in the different regions, it graduslly be-
cameé & united and compact organization, charterad
first by the courts, and subsequently by the Legis-
1ature; and by the year 1868 it embraced nearly the
eutire Inboring population of the anthracite coal
region. The cbject of this organlzation was Lo se-
cure employment for all of its members, and pre-
vent the reduction of wages which every other cluss
of labor Lad to submit to at the ¢lose of the war.
Well knowing that if all its members worked a full
day during the year, the production of coal would
be much greater than the demand, they inslsted
upon &u inoreased rate of wages and decrensad
amount of work, which would enable a man te earn
In gix or seven months as much as had previously
beon earnoed in & year,—eo that the entire popuia~
tion should receive exaployment without increasing
the supply of coal above the demand. Asit wasniso
well known to them that such wages could not be
pald unless the price of cosl was Kept up to a high
rate, they suspended work whenever the price
reached such a sum as made 1t timpossible for their
employer to cuml.-ly with their demands.

We, who thought we understood something about
the laws of trade, and kuow that natural csuses
would soon bring relief, remonsirated with the
leaders of this organization in vain, The law of
supply and demand, and every sound maxim of
triude which experisnce has demonstrated to be
correct, were thrown to the winds; and from the
bowels of the earth there came swarmling up a new
gchool of political economiists, who professed to be
able, during the lelsure hours of their short work-
lng dey, to rciulam & great Industry and restors it
to vigor and health, In the wildest flight of the
imagination of the most prétentious charlstan there
never was concelved sach n cure for the ills with
which we were afllicted as was snggested by these
new doctors. In their hands, however, we were
!auwulluu; and with the eagervess of a student, and
he assurance of nmgm.\:k. they selzed upon the
body of a healthy trade, and have g0 dootored and
physicked it thai it is now reduced to the gliost ol
the shadow of an attenuntion. The trst doss of this
new panaces was administered In the year 1803,
and 8 general suspension of wark for many weeks,
lunlllnlf’ln advanoced prices and higher wages, en-
coursged them to prooeed with the treatment,
Again, in the early part of 1880 a general suspen-
#lon fu all the u:rimu Wi Inaugurated, scoompa-~
nied by a demand for s rate of wages basad upon
the price for which coal was s0!d; wo that as cosl
advanced the wagos of the men were also to.ad-
vanee; but & minimum rate of wages was domandad,
whick was never to be lower than when conl was
Bold at five dollars st Elizabethport and three dol-
lars st Port Carbon. When ooal brought thess

rices It was ble for the ooal operator

pey the minimum rate of wages without
loslng money; but s these prices were about
from fifty 1o seventy-five ocents # ton higher
than coal could possibly be sold for when il
the reglons were at work, and conseguontly thst
much Ligher than the public should be saked
to pay for ";i:hi m! tors of all the regions re-
fused Lo accede to mand. Afver six wookn of
idicness, when It was apparent that the strike In

the Wyoming and Lohigh regione would e of lon
duration, the operators of Behuylkill county agr
to the terims demanded by the men, and commenoed
work at the three-doliar basls a8 & minlmum.
Both of the other regions being Idle, the price of
conl was vory high at Port Oarbon, and #o long as
the Schuyikill county operntors had the entire
market to themnelves thoy could aiford to pay the
wages, The public and the miners and operators
of the other relflunn weore tho only sufferers, After
five monthe of idleness in the other regions, when
the depletion of the supply had increased prices to
n high rate, and It was evident that Schuylkill
county was taking customers away from the
other districts;, both the Lebigh and Wyoming
regions resomed work—the former upon the
terms demanded by the men, and the three
large companies in the Intter without! a basig, but at
W rate of wages lar groater than had boen origin-
ally siked, During the few weeks of the closa of
the peason of 1869, when all the reglons were pro-
ducing, it becams evident that the price of coal
cotld not and ought not be sustained at sach a rate
as would enable the operators in all the coal flelds
to pay the wages which those of one counld pay
when the others were idie; and, accordingly, In the
winter ol 1800-70, & new basls was asked fnr i)y tho
nl;cmtorn of Schuylkill eounty, which wounld en-
able them to produce coal s low as §2 &5 and 82 50
er ton. This was relused by the Workingmen’s
jenevolent Asrociation, and the result was the long

sirike of 1870 which kept the Schuaylkill region
idie for twenty weeks, Lebigh and Wyoming con-
tinued at work in 1570; and In consequence of the

large amount of Bohuylkill coal kept out of the
market the operators of the other region realized
high prices, and were able to pay the high rate of
wugoa-liw only sufferers belng the publie, as in
1860, and the operators, workmen and carrying
companies of the Schuylkill region. In the Iatter
part of July, 1870, the Workingmen's Benevolent
Association ngree(f to a modification of their de-
mands; and in the Schuylkill region work was re-
sumed on the first of August, 1570, at what has a0
frequently been alluded to in the course of this
investigation as the **Gowen Compromise,’” which,
while it adopted the same rate of wages at 25 ns
was paid the previous year at 83, permitted the
rate to decrease In the same proportion as it ad-
vanced, and established the mintmum at 82; 5o that
wheon coal sold for £2 at Port Carbon the workmen
received thirty-three per cent, lese wages than
when it sold for 83; and when #4 per ton at Port
Carbon was realized by the operator, the workmen
ot an adyance of thirty-three per cent. above what
16 was entitled to at 83, Under this néw basis,
work was continued In Schuflklll county durin
the remaining five months of 1470, and the amoun
of coal then sent to market, in addition to what
was mined in the Lehigh and Wyoming flelas, was
such that prices fell to 82 25 and 22 per ton at
Port Oarbon. As this “Gowen Compromise’” was
only to last during the season of 1570, it beoame
necessary to adopt some basis for 1871; and in the
month of November last the regular committees of
the Workingmen's Benevolent Association and
operators met and agreed upon a rate of wages for
1571, which was entirely satisfactory to both par-
ties, and which has been called the #2 50 basis.
You will remember that during the whole of 1570
the three large mining companies of the upper
Wyoming region had been paying the exorbitant
rate of wages which the eed to, rather than
submit to the claim for a basis, It must be evident
to all of you that, at this rate of wages, the coal of
these three compnmes was costing them more than
they could realize for it during the months of Oocto-
ber and November last. Accordingly, they an-
nounced a reduction of wages to take effect on
December 1; and though this reduction was not
grenter than was required to make the ratoe about
equal to what other men In adjoining collieries
were working for, the men refused to submlt to it,
and on the first of December, 1870, they struck and
quit worlk.

I now desire to call your particniar attentlon to
the fact—which is undisputed—that at this time
there was no difionlty whatever existing between
the Workingmen's Benevolent Association and
their empleyers, upon the question of wages, in the
Schuylkill, Ahfﬁh. or Lower Wyoming distriots.
In the Schuylkill region the men were working
under the ‘“‘Gowen mpromise,” which was to
continue during the year 1570, and their represen-
tatives had agreed with their employers in recom-
mending the adoption of the $2 50 vasis for 1871,
In the Lehigh and Lower Wyoming coal-flelds no
intimation had beeu given by elther side of an in-
tention to change the basis under which the men
were working. Notwithstanding this, however, a
geéneral suspension was ordered by the Working-
men's Benevolent Association to take place on
January 10, 1871; and this order was literally obeyed.

The object of this suspension, as gtated by the
officers of the Workingmen's Benevolant Associa-
tion, and publighed in their organ, the Anthracite
Monitor, was to deplete the market, reduce the
supply and advance the price of coal; and there
can be no doubt that It was resortad to, in the first
instance, to assist the menof the three large mining
companies who had been upon & strike since the
first of December. and who could not hope to hold
out very long in their demand for exorbltant wages
if the coal market was being supplied from other
regions, 1 presume that the consideration to be
given by these men of the three companies for this
assistance was an absolute adhesion to the Work-
ingmon’s Benevolent Association, and obedience to
its demands, that no work should be done except
upon the basis. The suspension, thesrefors, be-
came general in all the districts on January 10th.
On the 16th of February, the General Council of
the Workingmen's Benevolent Assoclation ordered
a resumption of work; but this order was accom-

anted by a clalm in the Upper Wyoming districta
‘or the high wages of 1570, and in the Bchuylkill
region it had been preceded by a demand for the

old #3 minimum besis, These demands were not
acceded to, and the suspension still continues.

I have thus gone over two years of alternate sus-
pensions and strikes, by which, occasionally, the
wortlngman of one region would realize exorbitant
wages, but always at the expense of their suffering
brethren of avother who were kept in idleness by
their own mactions, Out of the last twenty-two
months, the workingmen of Schuylkill and the Up-
per Wyoming districta have been idle for mine
monthé—and these of the Lehigh reglon have been
idle for eight monthe—mnd yet, with moderate wages
and low prices for coal, they could have had steady
employment.

Let me now ask what has been the effect of this
control of the coal trade; so relentlessly exercised
by the Workingmen’s Benevolent Assooiation dar-
ing the last two years; I mean its effect upon othera
thin themselves—upon the operators, upon the ratl-
road companies, upon the coal trade, upon the iron
interests and upon the State 7

Before entering, howaver, upon this subject, I de-
sire to eay & few words in behslt of the coal opera-
tors. 1 do not mean in behalf of the one out ol the
five hundred who has appeared here as the espacial
champion ol the workingmen, but on behalf of the
remaining four hundred and ninety-nine whom the
one referrad to has characterized, ont of his cholee
vocabulary of abuse, as “lying thieves and seala-
wag operators.”” I will take Mr. Kendrick as an ex-
ample. He commenced life as & laborer in the
mines, became a winer, worked for twenty years
Ke such, was made & superinténdent, saved out of
his bhard earnings encugh to enable him to possess
s colliery of his own, and now, when well ad rancad
in life, he finds the accumulated earnings of long
years of toil threatened with destruction, and him-
self held up to ignominy and reproach, because in
this free country he has had the courage to realst
the fierce tide of agrarianism that has threatensd
to reduce him to beggary, and to run riot
with the property which his own patient industey
and toll have enabled him to lay up for old age.
You must remember, gentlemen, that in the effoct
of these suspensions upon the two classes of men,
employer and employed, there is a wide difference.
The miner or laborer, if he doeés not ohoose to
work, can pack up his effects and move to another
loeality; but the employer i# bound to his colliery,
all bis property is there invested, and upon the suc-
cess of the enterprise depends not only his subslst-
ence, but that which to some men i dearer than
life itself—his charsctér for commercial futegrity.
The miner has no money Invested in the coal basl-
ness. The operator may have two hundred thou-
sund dollars expended at one colllery. He may
have notes to pay, and contracts for the delivery of
conl to oomrly with; all of these he can meet i he
Is permitted to work his mines. His amgloyu may
be anxions to work for him, and may bs entirely
satistied with the wages; bat the grasp of the Work-
ingmen's Benevolent Association is around their
throate; the decree goes forth that there must be a
{cnunl suspension. The poor laborer well knews

e ghastly fate in store for bim If he disobeys this
deeree, and the reésult of his obedlance s the ruin
aud dishonor of his employer. We have called many
of thess cosl operators before you, and they have
testitied to the injurious effect of their continued
suspensions and strikes, and have stated that, if the
présent condithon of aflairs is mnmprovmi. they
will be glad to sell thelr protorty At one hall or
two-thirds of ita cost, and be thankful that they as-
cape the wreck with even that little to osll thelr
own.

Let me take the Reading Rallroad Company as
an tllustration of the injurious eilect of the man-
sgement of the leaders of the Workingmon's Jens-
volent Association upon ratlroad companies. We
bave three hundred locomotives, twenty thousand
conl cars, an extent of rallroad amounting to about
twelve hundrod miles of single track, and & oanal
one bundrod aund eight miles long. We employ
sbout twelve thonsand men, and are fully eqt;:’ppad
aud organized for a business of one hundred and
vighty usand tons of conl & wesk. When the
distriots whioh depend upon us for an outlet are all
at work, they can sopply us with this amount of
trade. It besomes novossnry for us, therefore, to
bo prepased to transport it and we would not be
cartying out the go of our oharter if we wero
unsbie to do the business which was offered. This
equipment and organization, th » ust at all
thoes bo kept up; and It ls slmost as expensive W

us when wo are dolg B0 toal business as when weo
are transporting 180,000 tons & weak. We cannot
discharge our employes, the rallroad track must be
constantly watched, repalred and gusrded; every
superintendent and agent must be at hus post, and
receive his salary or his wages; theonly men whom
we oan temporarily dispense with are the coal
train hands, It Is atly to oar Interest that the
price of coal should be low, booause low prices in-
crease consumption, And we make money more
from A large tonnage than from high rates of
charges.

You can judge of the effect upon sueh & railroad
sompany, when an imperative decres of the Work-
Ingmen’s Benevolent Assoolation suddenly deprives
it of all its conl umnsfw; when the receipts of the
road from coal traflic are suddonly reduced from
over & mililon of doliars per month fo less than two
hundred thousand dollars, while the expenses re-
main nearly the same; and yet to this extremity
have we been reduced time and again during the
Inst two years—and all because the Workingmon's
Benevolent Association have determined that the
public shall never purchase thelir fnel at loss than
#3 per ton at Port Oarbon or 85 per ton at Ellza-
bethport. Why, gentlemen, I stand hero in all sin-
cerity, speaking for the several rallroad companies
that I represent, to say thst, If this evil is not
abated, we will be glad to have onr chartera for-
feited and taken from us, so that our stookholders
may invest their mopey in some other enterprise,
and in some other country where the righta of pro-
perty are respectod, and the citizen may appeal
with confidence to the protection of the law. 1
trust 1 may not be misapprehended. 1 speak the
languasge of sober truth when I say that if this
state o aocielﬁ I8 continued for six monthe longer
we will come before you as petitioners, asking you
1o Invoke the nssistance of the courts, so that we
may be permitted to surronder our charters, and
obtain for our stock and bondholders the money
they bave invested. Then let the Workingmen's
Benevolent Association take charge of onr roads in
name, a8 they have done in fact. otter, far better
for us nll, that this should some to pass, than that
wo sbould continug the farce of pre ndInF to con-
trol our own property, while the baleful inflnence
of this organization 18 brooding llke & dark shiandow
over the land.

Lt me now call your attention to the coal trade
iteelf, and show you how injurionnlr It has been
aflected by the Ingane action of the leaders of the
workingmen. You know that anthiracite conl enters
into competition with bituminous coal and with
wood a8 fuel. Whenever anthracite can be intro-
duced at & moderate price, it displaces both of the
other fuels for domestic purposes, and is gonerally
preferred to bituminous for steam and for many
manufacturing purposeés. But it is not only mode-
rate rates of price, but certainty and regularity
of supply, that are necessary to enable it to main-
tain its position. Even at a lower rate, many manu-
facturers will discard anthracite and use bitum-
inous coal, if the supply of the former is constantly
interrupted, and the Iattor oan at all times be ob-
tained. I think I speak within bounds when 1 say
that there are consumers now burning bituminous
conl at the rate of 160,000 tons per month,who have
been driven to it by the high prices and irregularity
of supply of santhracite caused by the repeated
strikes and suspensions of the last two years. If

ou go into the steeple of lndaPendence all, and
ook out over the city of Philadelphia, you will
gee the thick black cloud of smoke of bituminous
conl rising from the stacks of many manufsctories
at which nothing but anthracite had ever before
been burned; and If you go to the bay of New
York, and look over the shipping congregated
there, you will see that hundreds of ferry-boats
steambonts and steamships, which formerly hnrm‘&
anthracite, are now using bituminous coal. It is
no oangarauun to say thiat in the year 1571 there
will be burned at least 2,000,000 of tons less of an-
thracite coal than would have been consumed had
it not been for the criminal folly of the managers
and leadere of the Workingmen's Benevolent As-
sociation.

So much for the coal trade. Now let us look at
the iron trade. Within the next few years the gues-
tion is to be decided, whether the State of Pennsyl-
vanian |8 to maintain her supremacy in the iron
trade; whether the valleys of the Lohigh and
Schuylkill are to be the sites of furnaces and roll-
ing-mills; or whether the manufacture of iron is to
be moved to the southern states—to Kentuek y to
Tennesges and Alabama—where vast deposits of
iron ore have lately been brought to notice. I
know of many instances where some of our largest
iron manufacturers have invested large amounts of
money in the iron districts of the gouth. If conl
can be obtained at Port Carbon at from #2 25 to
#2 60, and at Maoch Chuuk at from $2 75 to &3,
there oan be no doubt that the valleys of the Schuyl-
kill and the Lehigh will eontinue to be the groat
centres for the manufacture of iron. But ir the

uc{eof the Workingmen’s Benevolent Association

to be entorced—if coal is to be kept at fifty cents
a ton higher than it should be, and the rafulnrlty of
the supply be constantly interrupted by strikes and
suspensions—there oan be no doubt that Pennsylva-
nia will have to bid farewellto its greatiron manu~
faotures, and be content to see other States that are
free trom the tyranunical rule of trade unions pros«
per in an industry which, by proper care, she
conld have retained forever for herself. A very
exporienced iron manufacturer lately stated that
the Fuglish iron trade required no better protection
for its products in America than has been afforded
by the active co-operation of the Workingmen's
Benevolent Assoolation in Penmsyivania; and with-
in the Iast ahtf days it 18 believed that more orders
for Scoteh pig iron have left the United States, than
under other circumstances would have been sent in
A YOAT.

Upon the general prosperity of the State, the re-
gults of the course which I have been condemning
are but too apparent. Bince the 1st of January we
have fallen behind last year's trade to the extent
of about one and s balt milllons of tons of coal,
Of this, two-thirds would have gone beyond Lhe
State if it had been mined, and would have been
worth, at the State line, at least four dollars a ton;
#0 that four millions ot doilars, which in the space
of three months would bave been sent into the Com-
monwealth by forelgn consumers of our products,
are now lost forever,

Butlet me call your attention to the eftects of this
association upon (t2 own members, | speak now in
behalfl of the rights of labor,—notof therights of the
sleek, well-fed and well-dressed leaders of the or-
ganization that you see around us here, but of the
thirty thousand suffering men who are anxiously
awailing the decree of thelr society to know whether
they have a right to make use of their hands to
Iabor for the support of theinfamlilies, Capital has
its rights—property is entitied to the protection of
the law; but higher and dearer than the rights of
capital, or the claims of property, Is the right of
the laboring man—condemned to earn his bread bg
the sweut ol his brow—to make use of the strengt
which God has given him, without hindrance or
molestation from any one, But do these men pos-
soks this right, or, rather, dare they exercise it? Is
it not & notorious fact, that the decrees of a tribu-
nal ealled the Genersl Uouncil ot the Workingmen's
Benevolent Association have condemned to idlensss
thousands of men who were entirely satistied with
their wages, and who would now gladly return to
work if they felt certain that the State to which
they owe allegiance had the power to protect
them from outrage? Will the leadors of the
Workingmen's Benevolent Assoclation agree that
the question of resuming work at the 82 50 basls
may be submitted directly to the men, to be voted
upon br sccret bullot? If they will, I can venture
to predict that eignt out of ten would gladly em-
brace the opportunity of golng to work. In all the
history of the coal trade, I do not belleve there have
ever been two such disasirous years to the luboring
classes as have been the last two under the domins-
tion of their soclety. 1 think 1 have shown how in-
juriously this organization has affected the best in-
terests of the State; but it has affected no one as
injuriously a8 it8 own members, Think of an or-
ganization, entered Into for the purpose of mutusl
protection, belng g0 perverted and mismanaged as
almost to reduce 1ts members to starvation! They
ask for work: it has permitted them to work in
Schuylkill county but five months out of the past
twelve, They want steady wages and regular em-

loyment, and when they have both it compels

em to stop, in order that the meén of some other
region may be asslsted in & strike and brought un-
der the control of the mnlat{’.e They pay thelr dues
to the association under the bellel that It will shield
them from distress: it barely permits them to work
long enough to earn money mey the daes that
have accumulated duﬂnr thelr idlgness. Thoy have
asked for bread: It has given them a stone,

Lot me stop here to inquire what this soclety
might have been if pl'OEorl! managed, with no
other view than the benefit of Its own moembers; lot
me suppose that, instead of being blinded by pre-
judice and passion, its leaders had oDumN]y thelr
oyos to thereal wants of the working clnsses, and
had earnestly set about 1o supply them; that, in-
stead of acting upon the Prlnulﬁla that what
tho;{ did not kvow was not worth knowing, thoy
had lstened to the sdvice of real friends, and ae-
tively co-operated with thewm tosecure constant em-

loyment for those who depeuded upon them—then,

nadeed, this sesoclation wight have been a blessing

instead of & curse to its own members; it might
bave secured them from oppression; given them
regular employment st remunerative wages; oared
for them when sick or injured, and provided for
their wives and children when iilneu or acoldent
bad disabled them from work,

But it Is not only what this assoclation has done,
but of the means resorted to to accomplish it, that
we complain. Mr. Hall has been ver y severe upon
us because the viployers ventured o meot Logué’:’"
sand decide upon the amount of wages they could
mfford to pay, without first obtaining the permis-
slon of thelr worlnoen. But Mr, Hall's clisuts, the
Workingmen's Benevolent Assvolation, never oon-
sulted any one before resorting to the wrbitrary

measures that have marked their sway. Bafore
ordering the suspension of work, which now de-
prives usands of men of bread, reducos the

owners of collieries to bankruptey, and parslyses

the industry of & whole State, they obtalned the
coneent of no one but the few fudon whose secrat
conolave is denominated the General Couneil. It
is by brute foroe alone that all their deoreées have
been carried into effect, it is by brute force that
they have compelind a large proportion of their
members to join thilr organization; it isbrute foree
that now prevents thousands from loaving It; It Is
by brute force that this present guspension hina been
inaugurated, and it is by brute force alone that they
hope to terminate it. For three weeks, gentlemen,
yon have been listening to the testimony of wit-
newses, revonling the existonce of a state of society
in the coal reglons of Pennsylvanin—the mers
recital of which must bring & biush to the cheek of
every good citizen, You have heard how often a
Iarge colliery has been compellod to remain 1dle
for weeks and months, on accoant of the refusal
of ite owner to comply with an order of the Work-
ingmen's Benevolent Association, requiring him to
dismiss his superintendent, or to refuse to employ
rome man who was obnoxions to the organization
You have heard how unotices have been served
upon conl O\rerllorn. contalning a list of names of
wersons employed l-( them who did nbt belon
0 the Umion, in which it was announced that
those whose names were glven did not Join the
Assoointion before a coertain day, no more work
should be done at the colllery; and you have heard
how the colllery was compeiled to remain idle for
deys and woeeks, and how, at last, the ostracized
miners who refused to join the soclety were com-
pelled to leave their homes to engage in new pur-
suite in other placts where the rights of personal
liberty and personal security were held to be gome-
thing more than a mockeéry and a farce. You have
been told by Mr, Markle how his men refused to
work for him beonuse he complied with ons of the
rovisions of the wventllation bill; and you have
earned from the officers of the Workingmen's
Benevolent Association themselves, that if one of
their own members does not pay his does to the
goclety, hie employer is punished by stopping all
work at his colliery until the delinquent member
discharges the amount. We had over a hundred
witnesees to oall npon this subject; but, out of de-
ference to the general desire to close the lnvestign-
tion as quickly as possible, we called but twelve or
fifteen, and from these you learned enough to know
that in this free State of Pennsylvania, within one
hundred miles of the capitol, the liberty and pro-
perty of our citizens are held at the meroy of the
decrees of a secret tribunal, above and beyond
which there is no law and no power to which the
oppressed people can apply for protection, or resort
to for redress.

Let me now afk, whose faunlt {s it that the pre-
eent suspension still continues? I have shown yon
very olearly, I think, and indead upon this question
there i# no dispute, that the suspension was ordered
by & deocree of the General Council of the Working-
men's Benevolent Association, made st time when
there was not only no dispute about wages in either
the Bchaylkill, the Lehigh, or the lower part of the
Wyoming districts, but no design or Intention on
the part of the empioynrs to reduce them, and that
the pole objects of the Workingmen's Benevolent
Association were to increase the price of conl and
useist the men of the three large mining companies,
During the month of February the mestings of
ratlroad officinls, coal operators andiron men,
about which you imve heard so muoch, took place in
New York apd Philadelphia, The u‘xjuct of these
meetings wak to adopt some equitable rate of wages
to be paid in each of the three regions, so that
thereatter there should not be a repetition of the
experiences of the past two years, such ag paying
higher wages in one reglon than in another, or stop-
piug one region to benefit the men of another. At
these meetings it seemed to be conceded that the
rate of wages should be established in the Schuyl-
kill reglon, and that the others should conform to
it. Accordingly, we adopted for Schuyikill the very
basis of wages which the committee of the Work-
ingmen's enevolent Assoclation had already
recommeéndesd for the {enr 1871. We took then
at their own offer; although It was generally
helieved that the price of contract work at the
82 50 basis was entirely too high., We offered to
the men precisely the samoe terms which thoy
themeelves in Novembor last had agreed should be

aid to them during the whole of the year 1871. We
ane neard it sald that this November basis was
never ratified by the association. Two witnesses
were called to prove that it had not been; but, on
the other elde, we showed that Mr. Siney, the pre-
elaent, said It had been accepted. I do not, how-
egver, propose to rest this point of the case upon the
formul acceptance of the terms. The question is,
are the terms offered fair? and upon that question,
the fact that in the month of November last, when
there was no strike and no quarrel, the regularly
suthorized committee of the Workingmen's Bene-
volent Asscciation, with John Siney, its president,
at its bead, signed a paper recommending the
adoption of the %2 00 basis for the year 1871,
should be sufficient to convinee anyone that the
&2 50 baxis I8 in nowlse unjust or untair to the men.
If these leaders of the Workingmen's Bonevolent
Agsocintion could recommend the $2 60 basis in
November, as entirely fair and just, to their con-
stitnents, why I8 the same basls unfair and uojust
in January? What had ocourred in thetwo months
to change their minds? Why, gentlomen, in De-
cember a strike took place among the men of the
three companies; the Workingmen's Henevolent
Association was asked to Join it. Their copldity
was aroused, and they believed that, by making the
strike general,in Jsmmrf they conld so advance the
price of conl as to compel their employers to give
them much more than they had themselves de-
manded. 1t has been sald that this 82 50 basia is too
low; that, under it, when conl sells for two dollara,
the outside laborer gets but 87 64 per week, True;
but when coal sells at 3, the same laborer gets
£10 70 per week; and when it brings 84, he gets
#1376 per week. Under the "*Gowen Compromise,"
the meén were never paid at less than the §2
rate; and when coal falls to 82 at Port Carbon, the
operator 18 losing money, he 18 giving the coal
away, and simply running his colliery for the bene-
it of his men. hen cos! brings 83 per ton, it Is
gafe to assume that the actual labor of producing it
costs §1 50 per ton; that is, the actual sum paid out
by the operator to his own miners and laborers will
be £1 00 per ton. In addition to this, there are ex-
penses not affectéead by the basls price of labor,
amounting to another 1 per ton. These exponses
are for rents or royalties, lateral rallroad freights,
timber, lumber, sheet iron, rails, horso and mule
feed, insursnce, &o. Thus at & good colllery, with
& good month’s work, the coal that sells for 23 will
cost the operators 82 60, leaving a rwnt of tifty
cents per tom; but out of this prefit must be de-
ducted the losses of break-downsg, strikes, suspsn-
sions, and the driving of dead work during the
winter.

Let us now look at the cost when coal 15 selling
at $2. The wages will then be thirty-three per
cent. less, or 81 a ton instead of 81 the sta-
tionary expenses remain the same, §1; so that the
coal coets the operator 82—exactly what he sslls it
for—leaving no surplus out of which to relmburse
bimself for break-downs, strikes, suspensions and
winter's dead work. It must be remembered that
the men do not want a steady rate of wages, but
have themselves adopted the sliding scale based
upon the price of coal, As ma{.get & benetit of
every advance in price, the{ should be willing to
decline as prices recede. In other business pur-
sults, when s man becomes a partner in trade he
Invests his own ecapital, and agrees tw give
Lis own labor for & specified Ume; he then
becomes entitled to & participation In & dis.
tribution of profits, but he must aleo make
up his proportion of the losses. Our friends, the
members of the Workingmen's Benevelent Assocl-
atlon, however, claim to be partners without in-
vesting suy money, without binding themselves t>
work a day lovger than 15 agreeable to themselves,
and without belog required to béar any share of the
loeses. They say to thelr employer, you must pay
us the &3 basls a8 & minimum; at this rate we will
et, at the woret, botter wages than can be earned
t‘-y Any other similar class of labor in the world;
then, with this secured as & minlmum, whenever
conl goes sbove 83 you must distribute samongst us
hall of your profits. The employer reéplies, 1 will
do elther one of two things: 1 will either give you
regular wages throughout the year, unaflected b
the price of cosl, or 1 will share my profits wit
you when coal is above 83, provided you will let me
deduct from your wages, when coal goes below 83,
the same percentage | add to them when it rises
wbove that price, No, reply the workingmen, we
can never agree to that; we never will permit yon
to oppress us and grind us into the dust in that way;
you must give us all the profits and you muost bear
all the losses; and if you don't consent to this before
pext Monday we will strike. So the strike takes
jince, and the Workingmen's Benevolent Soclety
jurries off o Harrisburg to tell the dignitaries
there assemblod that, unless immediate relief is
given them (rom the rapacity and tyranny of thelr
cmployere, the sald dignitaries will never again be
eleeted to any publie position,

Iu speaking of the mmount of wages that can be

earved under the #2 50 basle our friends on the
other siae are disingenuous in referring only to the
wages of the laborers. You have seen that the

largest amount of weges paid at a wlllorr ks to
miners who work by contract; and, indeed, all coal
mwining I8 done by the job, The miner is pald b
the yard or by the wagon, and, at the wages offere
Lo du:m, every good miner can readily earn from
#4to #6 a day. Why, goutlemen, you have had the
actusl check-rolls berore you, nad have seen that
miners are earning from S100 to $200 per mnthl
avd some ¢ven more than that; and you have ha
it proved thst the miner seldom works more than
eix or seven hours & duy.

You, Eanl.lemnn, are all lawyers, and 1 have uo
doubt that you remember how,

"ﬁmron.gh loug days of labor,

And nights devold of ease,”

Iou btrove for years, hru:lnt:y and severo applies-
)

lon, to it yoursel duties of & me
q L p:o!o-um have no doubt—rfor it
he b:::riou of us all—that you were

the ex
:r:dlr.nm two or three years of practice, you
could count upon au lugome of five or six bhundreq

dollarsn year, How many, or rather how few, of
the lawyers, doctors and clergymen of the United
States hiave an lncome of 817 ver punum. [ am
wlmnﬁ to accord to the miner all that is his doe.
I think hie ghould be well rewarded for his toil; and
1 am glad when he i& prosperous and happy. But
those who labor with t.l.mRa hands should vield to
those who Inbor with their minds. There are thoss
who toil longer and bharder than the miner, and who
arenot pald one-halfso much; andthe favorsof for-
tuns sre indeed distributed by a careless hand,
when we find that the yearly earnlngs of a miner
exceed the average incomes of the three loarned
professions in the Unlted States. 1 four, too, that
some of these workingmen are disposad to take an
agratian view of this subject of thelr earnings. |1
tulked to & number in the lobby of the Senate to-
day, apd although I found most of them excesdingly
senelble and woll disposed towards an amicable ad-
Justment of our differences, there was one who sald
to me, "*Mr, Gowen, It Is not fair that you should
get e0 many thousand dollars & year, while we only
&t hundreds."” 1 replied to him that 1 could learn
118 business in eix weeks, but that I feared that it
would require eix years for him to learn mine.
This wae evidently to him & new view of the ckae,
and if It did not satisfy bhim, T think it sllenced him.
But, says the counsel for the Workingmen's Bene-
volent Aseoclation, my clients are entitied to large
wages; their voeation {8 an exceedingly dangerons
one; even if they meet with no accidenta, the effect
of working In the mines Is 80 Injurious that
few live to be over thirty-five years of age.
They are mere rlavtw.ilvinfz in abjeot misery, and
ruled with an iron hand by their imperious employ-
ere. And my friend Mr. Hall seomed so much in
earnest in this bellef that during ths examination
he ocearlonally asked the witnesses whethor they
eowned thelr workingmen. Now, 1don'tintend to deny
that mining Issometimes a dangerousocoupation;hut
I do deny that it is as dangerous a8 many others in
which much less wages are earned. It Is by no
means ps dangerous a life as that of a brakeman on
A railroad; and a good miner who works but slx or
seven bours & day will earn twice a2 much money
ne & hrakeman who works from ten to twelve bours,
You have heard a very experienced gentleman upon
the witness stand say that in his judgment the busi-
ness of & miper was not more dangerous to iife than
that of many mechauleal pursuits, and that it did
not compare unfavorably with that of a carpenter,
There is one very great peculiarity about life nnder-
round. 1 epenk from myown obeervation, and I
wileve It has been the experience of all who have
Eiven the matter muoh attention—when a man once
ecomes accustomed to work In the mines, he nover
will work elsewhers. I have often heard this as-
serted, and have rever heard it demed. Mr. Sharpe,
when explaining bow the high wages paid during
the war attracted to the mines men of other trades,
spoke of a shoemaker and a tailor who had become
miners, and who, thronghout all the vicissitudes of
the past two years, remained firmly attached to
their new profession, and did not think of abandon-
ing it. So much for the danger. How ia it about
the poverty, degradation and the mournful state-
ment of the early death of the workingmen

1 did think that when it was snnounced—and, I
belleve, attempted to be proved—that the miner
generally dies at thirty-five years ot age, our
triends, out of regard to the fitness and propriety
of the I'hlng, would eall no living witness who was
over thirty-tive; and I expected that some drama~
tic effect would be preoduced by the appearance of
witness after witness, decrepit with premature nﬁa
and bearing upon his person, and exhibiting in his
manner, the unmistakable marks of servitude and
degradation. I had noticed that there was sittin
NEAr um, durlnf much of the examination, an
apparently taking s great interest In the pro-
ceedings, & very respactable, well-dresend, elderly
semlemun, who had the appearance of a well-con-

itioned c!ergyumn, and 1 supposad him to be some
minister of the gospel who was interested in the
golution of the social problem that it is presumea
will besolved by this investigation. This geutle-
man, to m, surprise, was called to the stand as a
wiiness. He was a miner; had been one all his life;
he wae sixty-filve years of age; strong in wind anc
limb, and an active member of the Workingmen's
Benevolent Association. It was our friend Mr. Wil-
lisms, who mow fills the responsible position of &
member of the House of Ilepresentatives of the
reat State of Pennsylvania, and helps to make the
aws which all of us must obey, Itis painful, gen-
tlemen, to reflect upon the long course of misery
and degradation through which our friend Mr. Wil-
linme must have passed before he was reduced to
his present extremity, The next workingman called
to the stand was Mr. Hallman, from Danville. He
I n blacksmith by trade, and an officer of the Na-
tivnal Labor Union. Nature had adorned him with
a magnitioent beard, and art bad arrayed his person
in a suit of French broadeloth; he oarried a gold-
headed cane; and, with all these outward marks of
uncomplaining gmuul‘r and toil, he pathetieall
described how the class to which he belonged ha
suffered, and were still sutlering, from the tyranny
and oppression of those grasplng monopolists—the
rallroad companies, hy, gentlemen, when I
looked at these witnesses and compared thoir dress
with my own, I really felt somewhat nshamad of
myself; and 1#' 1 bad bhad a better sult, I would have
appeared in it, out of deference to yourselves and
regard for the reputation of my cllents.

jut it is not only upon the witness-stand that
there evidences of degradation and misery have
pr etented themaselves to you. I have been in Har-
risburg the greater part of three weeks, and, as our
eesslons have been held in the afternoons and even-
ings, I haye had a great deal of leisure during the
esrlier parts of the day, and have occasionally ven-
tured within this chamber when the Senate was in
sesslon, to watoh the process of law making. 1
remember that on one oceasion my attention was
attraocted to two or three gentlemen engaged in
enrnest conference with senators at thelr desks, and
apparently remonstrati or expostulating with
them, I Ingquired who the gentlemen were—sup-
pmnl‘g. of course, that they were senators. 1 was
told that they were not senators, but members of
the Workingmen's Benevolent Assoclation. ** What
are they doing on the fioor of the Bonate?’, I ex-
claimed. *Why," rephied my informant, *‘théy are
instructing senutors how to vote upom oertain bills,
and threstening them with defeat at the next elee-
tiom if they dare disobey.”” And It is these people—
who brow-beat senators—who are members of the
Legislature—who dress In fine broadeloth and carry
gold-headed cancs—who bhave the lmpudence to
appear before you in {orﬂm pauperis,
have now ahown, I hope, suocessfully, that the

amount of wages they oan earn st our offer exoseds
that realized by any other clnas of equnl skill in the
world; that the offer in Schuylkill county is pre-
cigely the same a8 was recommended in November
by the very leaders who appear in March to de-
nounce It as unjust; and therefore, that, by refus-
ing to accept it, the workingmen are as much inthe
wrong in protracting thoe suspension, as they were
in originating it.

I pome now to the action of the railroad compa-
nies. Onp the fifteenth of February, the Readin
Raullroad Company Inoreased its oharges from 82 0
to 84 08 between FPort Carbon and Philadelphia,
Sbortly afterward, the other companies made a
similar advance; and again, about the first of Maroh,
an additional advance of 82 was made by tha lead-
ing Rallroad Company slone. Under this state of
facts, two questions arise for discussion:

First, Had these severa! rallroad companies the
Iawful right to make these aharges.

Second. Have they exercised their power in such
A manner a2 to awount to an abuse or misuse of
thelr charters? and subsldiary to this, is the inquiry
Into the power of the Legislature to determine the
question of abuss or misuse.

My, Brockway has referred you toeach particular
charter, and my colleague has discussed the ques-
tiom of the right to impose charges, &0 I’nug. he o
leave little for me to add. There are but tive
statutes, or parts of statutes, which require ocon-
struction: 15t. The tenth and twentieth ssetions of
the Reading Iailroad charter; 2d. The eighteenth
#potion of the general rallroad law of 1849; 3d and
4th, The sots of 18546 and 1605, relating to the Dela-
ware and Lackawanns and Western Rallroad Oom-
pavy; and, 5th. The act of 1870, supplementary to
the charter of the Lackawanna and Bloomsburg
Rallroad Company.

Under the charter of the Reading Hallroad Com-
pany, granted in 1863, power was given to the com-
pAny to charge as tolls not exceeding four cents per
ton per mile. By unomarJ)ln of the same charter
the companywus suthorized to furnlsh motive power
aud to trapsport passengers and freight, though no-
thing 16 sald about the charges for such transporta-
tion,

Now, the polots we make are these: First, that
the word tolls refers only to the charge for the use
of the rondway when the transportation s done by
others; and, second, that ss power was given to
trapsport, it follows, 48 & necessAry consoquence,
that there Is to be lmplied a power to chuarge for
such service; and, us no limit Is imposed by the
étatute, the managera of the oom{mny have n dis-
L‘rcl.lonil'{ power to regulate the chargoes.

1 do not pro to enter upon sny elaborate ar-
gument upon thess pointé. Fortunately for me, as
well as yourselves, gentloemen, we have an expross
authority in the case of Boyle ve. the Philadelphia
and Heading Rallroad Company, 4 P. F, Smith,

age 310, whero the very points ralsed by our
riends upon the other l!dﬁ were Jdisoussed and
finally determined inour favor., This deolsion of
the highest judicial tribunsl of the State, | am
sure, will be considered &y authority buon. not-
withstanding the sttsoks which bave n mada
upon it by Mr. Hall. In the year 1833, when the

arter was obtained, rallroad com were not
traneporters, They almply t u road-bed,
kept it in repalr, and collectod & toll from those
who put ears upon it. O Iy these oars were
t-iullell by Lorse-power, afterward by locomo-

ves, 1 can very well remomber when, u the
Stato road between Columbia nd Fhiladelpn
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was raatricted to the charge of four centa ton
per mile. The wery fact that in lnoum-":n of
the charter power I8 given to transport, ls suficlent
to riow that the ocharge for tolls did net Inoluds
the cost of traneportation and car service.

I ndmit that charters are to he construed favor-
ably to the State, and I admit that a corporation
takes nothing by fmplieation; but this last position
in admitted with this qn-hﬁollbn. that where
power I8 given to a company to engage in business
there s necensarily to bo implied a powar to charge
for transacting it. Suppose & company was char-
tered with power to make gas and sell it to the
inhabitants of Harrishurg, would it be pretendod
that, because no specilic power to chnrge for it was
flren. the company would have no right vo colleot
ta gus bUIAT or If n lawyer was oreated & corpora-
tion sole, to practice his profession, would it not be
a mnecessary implication that he had the right to
collect feen for hia services? Will It be pretended

at & hotel company, holding a charter which doea

ot rpeoifically grant the power to charge for board
and lodging, has not only no power to disoriminate
in it charges botween the price of n sirloin sand &
mutton chop, but that any impecunious guest
could defeat an action for the price of hi=s board
by assorting that it was an abuse of the charter of
the company to attempt to make hilm pay for what
he had eaten? Surely, then, both upon reason and
anthority, [ am &nﬂﬂed In assorting that the
Reading Rallroad Compauy has in no manner vio-
Iated it chartor in establishing or collecting its
present rates for tolls and transportation.

The righte of the other companies ars all to be
determined by the sighteenth seotion of the general
rallroad law, for though some of their charters
were obtained bafore the passage of that Iaw, the
hi.“ subrequently been placed within ita provi-
BloTs,

Under the act of 1840, railroad companies ara
restricted to the foliowlug charges in carsot others:
Three cents per 2000 pounds per mile, with an addi-
tional charge of two cents per mile per car, every
four wheels belng connted as one cur. Now, three
cents per ﬂwo';mnndu per mile is equal to 9.56 oents
for 2240 pounds per mile; two cents per mile each
‘u{ equale four cents per mile one way for the oar;
divide this four cents by the cargo, five tons, and li
will mnke elggt mills per ton per mile, which
ndded to the 3 36 cents, makes 4.16 cents por ton of
2240 pounds per mile as the maximom rate which
raliroad companies are permitted to charge, under
the act of 1849, for tranaportation sn oars of others.
It is alwaye to be borne in mind that, even undar
the act of 1849, there s no llmit imposed upon the
charges when the ralirond companles furnish their
own cars, But it has not been shown that any ons
of the several rallroad companies who are re-
stricted by the mct of 1848 has ever made a charge
of more than 4.16 cents per ton per mile for trans-
portation of freight in cars of others, and there-
fore not one of them has violated Its charter,

Our frlends upon the other side have singled out
the case of a charge made by the Lackawanna and
Bloomburiolldlmd Company of 81 25 for trans-
porting & four-wheeled car load of limestone six
miles, and, drowning amid the waves of testimony
which overwhelm them,selze upon it to save them=
selves, This limestone, it appears, was transported
in the cars of the consignor, and hence the limit of
4,16 cents per mile applies, This charge per ton
multiplied by six miles wonld give 24 cents as
the maximnm charge per ton allowed Ly law. As-
suming the car to have contalned unct{ five tona,
the rate pald was 25 cents per ton—just four hun-
dredths of a oent. more than was striotly Iawfal,
I preeume that with you;(ﬁemmmau,m maxim
de minsmis non cural lex 1 relieve us from the
welght of this grievous offence; and If the Work-
ingmen’s Benovolent Association are not satistied
and want to get hold of this four hundredths
of & cent, [ will discharge the amount on behalf
of the Lackawannaand Bloomsburg Rallroad Com-~
pany whenover I can find in my pockot nn; change
small enough to meet the<demand. Bat, if 1 recol-
lect the testimony, it was proved that ench car con-
tained five and one-quarter tons; so that, really,
the railroad company had the legal right to char
£1 31 4-100 per car instoad of 81 25; and our frien
take nothing by thelr motion. [ cannot help, how-
ever, ex&rmlng gome surprise that in this coal in-
yvestigation, in which exorbitant and illegal clnrs::
for the transportation of coal were made the bur
of complaint, and the wrongs of the suffering
mivers and Iaborers of the coal region were to be
redressed, our friends should have changed base so
suddenly and brought up this limestons reserve to
cover their retreat.

I now invite your attention to the acts of 1856
and 1865, relative to the Delaware, Lackawauns
and Western Rallroad Company, By the former it
wag, inler alia, enacted that the company should
not have the Bowcr to purchase coal durlng such
time as their charges for trapsportation were over
two cents per ton per mile, We claim that the act
of 1866 repeals this provision of the act of 1856; but
admitting, for the Fnrpoul of the argoment, that
it does not, what follows?—mnot that the company
cannot charge more than two conts per ton per
mile, but ounly that when it does charge more, It
cannot purchase conl; and where, | ask, is there
any evidence that the mmpln{ has purchased conl
when |5 tolls were more than two cénta per ton gﬁr
mile? There is none, and if there was, what has
the purchase of coal to do with the question to be
discussed before yon?

The only remaining statute is the met of 1870,
supplementary to the charter of the Lackawanns
and Bloomsburg Rallroad Company, This act pro-
vides that for any distances under tem miles the
company ahall have the right to charge twenty
cfute per ton, whenever by the act of 1840, they
would not have had the right to charge so much as
twenty cents, This wot has been cited us restrioting
the company to & charge of twenty cents for any
digtance u ten mlles; but it onl); requires to
be read to see that, instead of restrioting, it en-
larges the power of the company—it enables them
to charge more than they otherwisa could have
done. Thus for two miles they would have been
restricted by the act of 1849 to a charge of 8.32
cents per ton; but, by the act of 1870, they can now
charge 20 cents. The privilege of charging 20 cents

is to apply to such under miles for
which under the general law they would huve had
po power to oh

l:gutbu much.
1 have thus pted to show that, under the
rroper construction of the several statutes, no
llegal charge has been made by any of the several
rallroad companies. Before leaving question
of violation of charters I should, pro , alluda
to that part of Mr. Brockway's ar,
to the guantity of land beld by the Delaware
Lackawanns Iroad Oompnay. It I1s said this
company has too much land, and that no anthority
has heen shown to hold It. 1 really do not
what this has to do with the case now befors you.
I do know, however, that when General Bris-
bin, of the Delaware, Lackawanus and Western
Bui'lroud Company, was upon the stand, and an
h:!gulrj wis made as to the power to hold land, he
offered to produce a memorandum of the several
statutes if {'In] were required; and Mr, Hall stated
that, as it had not.hinr to do with the subject or the
juvestigation, he wonld pot require them, We are
Etepu'od, if nocessary, to show that the company
as legal auumrlhy to hold all ita land; but I appre<
hend anl you will be obliged to us for not accumu~
Iating & mass of testimony upon an entirely irrele~
vant subject.

Aud now as to the second question—have any of
these rallroad companies misused or abused ir
franchisea?

1 bave shown how large an equipment and orga-
nization we are always obliged eep up. I have
shown that this equipment and organiz are to
all of usalmost as expensive when we are doing
notbing a8 when roads are taxed to their fullest ca-

ily, Weare all anxious for trade; have always
g::n willing to do the largest possible amount of
business at the lowest poseible prices. But when
we are thus fully prepared for , an order of
the Workingmen's Benevolent Association suddenly
deprives us of our business. Uﬁon o Headin
Railroad tho tonnage falls (rom 150,000 tons & w
to 10,000 tons, but the expenses remsin nesrly the
same., The coal which oost us but 81 50 to move
whon we were trausporting 150,000 tons & week,
now costs pe from 86 to €5 ton. Must we continue
w e it for 82 when it costs us 26; or 13 1t not &
perfeotly reasonable exercise of the discrelionary

wer veeted in our board of managers to inorease
rﬂo chargos for transportatiou, so that the recelpts
of the road shall in some measurs approximate to
its expensea? CUan it be possible Lhkt we are s0
entirely subject to the dominion of the Workl
men's Einowlent Association, that we must ung
submlit to baukruptey, and not strike one blow
the defence of the pro&-'m which le committed to
our charge? The laboring classes have been re-
duced to starvation; the coal operators are trem-
bling on the verge of insclvency; the iron trade
has been completely paralyeed, aud, looking over
the ruin and havoe they have made, the le of
this sesociation see owe other Interest which they
have mot yet completely subdued., Because
this inter which I mnow represont
means of self-defence, it Is represented as a
ing monopoly whose existence 1s injurious
woliare of soclety sand detrimental o the best lnte-
roats of the Stafe, Is It su abuse of our charter
to attempt, by the legitimute exercise of a dlsere-
tion vested in ua by the Le re, to preserve the
company from on? Have we misused our
power when wa have only striven to Frolul onr-
selves trom baukruptey? ﬁ('ll part of mu-
truet bLetween the State an W, in
the munagera of the latter i be w
descretion of establishing the rate of 4
the

char for tn.n:pﬁmﬂml w uld we
cnllnﬁa:n aocount for uanner .me 3»
cretion has been exercised, when we have
only In obedience to the natural instinots of
preservation?

It is sald that
where is the o
probibite
oy
of Ty




