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Oentinwed From the Prei Poge
Haytiens and politieal imtriguare and omissarions,
who have congregated at various points in the
nelghboring ixiands, These are incited to extraor-
dinary aotivity at thistime by the fear of annoxa-
tion to the United Sintes. From sll that the Com-
missicners conld ascertain, Presidont Baos has the
respect of & greal majority of the Dominlean peo-
ple for his administrative abilities and the strong
sttachment of many of ihe leading mon, who re-
gard bim se the only atatesman smong them who
oin hold the nation against domestic trotions and
forpign foek. In the year 184%9, after ive years ol
war, consequent npon the sxpilslon of the Haytisn
power, (e ernl Baez was rognlarly elected Presl-
dent of the Republic. It appoars that he was
clhiosen as n man who, by Lls edoestion, fortane and
|-nl'l1r: porvivos, would be most likely W0 seonre

eneral confllence, and heal the wounds (nficte
rn civil snd toreign ware, Flve years batore this
he had heen elected to the national Congress, and
be had been made Presidont of that body at & most
oritical period of the national history, the period of
the cresntion of new institutions, sfter the cssting
ofl of the Haytien yoke

His first administration apposrs to have beon
guccersful, 1t stands anique 1n one respoot, for it
i2 the only one 'n the annals of the Dominiesn Re-
public which has lasted doring the entire con-
stitutional period, In 1853 he was roegularly and
peacenbly puccoeded by Goneral Paedro Santana
A period of ansrchy pobn eusued, which lssted until
the year 186], when the Inlsnd was brought sgain
punder the power of Spain by Geaneral Santans.
After the expulsion of the Spaniards anarchy again
followed. Daring the periods bhetors and alter
the Spanish domination, General Bacz wis soveral
timers enlled in from abroad to sava the conntry
frow this anarchy by provisional authority, the only
authority existing st such times in the Republic

It one of the delegations of lending oitizens who
tendered to him the chief magistrncy wasn Goneral
Cabral. President Bacz has now entered npon the
third year of his present adminstration. There is
nm;-lé testimony to the fact that under kim, de-
spite the difficulties that have beset him,the republic
Lias enjoyed ne much liberty as any ol his predages-
sors dared allow, and more than they knew how (o
give. Nor do the Commi-sloners finid that there s
any opponent of the present ndministration of that
republic who has now or who over has had any
clnim to the chilef magistracy l-{' & title superior 4o
that of the present Incumbent, Whatever techniesl
defects there might liave besn in bis original title
to the office, it was confirmoed by the na*lonal con-
vention and ratitied by the assent and support of
the people.

The frequency of civil commotion during
long period, and the consequent inssourity of pro
perty, have paralyzed industry, discouraged ac-
cumuﬁm!iun. and ko Ilu:mmnulu::\ the country, tha’
for the last two years the financial resouroes of the

overnment, as ite officers Iinformed us, have baey
nadequate to pnl)' its expenses. Mesnwhile, it has
been constantly harrassod with incarsions and at-
tempts at revolution, Only the ability of the ad-
ministration, and a large share of confidence re-
posed in it by a stroug majority of the people,
could bave muintained it in existence through so
many dificulities.

The Insurrections which #till exist are headed by
Cabral and Luperon. Tho tormoar of thewe {8 uni-
vergally concoded to be the more Important, but
nelther hasa distinet lag or &4 regular organizoed
nreme; nelther 18 the exponent of @ clearly definegd
poliey.

Lol Soem animated by Interest, altachments and
resentments purely personal, Thelr opposition has
nesumed the churacter of an .u!n:uy‘ln; pgaarills
warlare, involving & heavy expenditure on tha part
of the government at the capital, but possessing no

wwar which gives it any hald on pablie opluion
I)-B}ﬂl‘l(l the territory it may temporarily ocoupy.
Ap to thelr lenders, the Commisclon obtalned in all
parts of the country substantinlly the sams intor-
mation, vig., that General Cabral once hal ele-
ments of personsl popularity; that In timos past he
earnod the respect of many by pnllic sarvices, bat
in the administrative capacity la has proved in.
competent, and hag lost the confidonee ol the eoan-
try. Many c¢ven who still enterinin more kindly

ersonnl feeling toward him than toward Geaneral
snez confess that he falis far short of the latter in
administrative abllities, That Goeneral CUabral
does not claim to be the legsl hesd of the
Hepublio; that he does not clalm to represent the
principle of constitutional or legal authority and
order, i= phiown by the faet, thut bu bl proclamstion
and in & commumeation to the Commigs<ion, he
#tyles himeellf *OChief of the Kevolution,” and the
journal pretending to emanate from him at San
Juan, but well understood ti be printed at the
Haytien capital, i styled *Bulletin of the Revo-
lation.”* Asto Luperon he Ir consldered a bandit,
etained with crime, and hag not, 2o far a= could be
learned, distinguished himself in any regular man-
uer, his main exploits being In sundry robbiries
and political operations on the coust, the Iatter
by menns of 8 steamer turnished Lim by insarrec-
tion brokere on A peighboring Island. The digturh-
anoe of which Osbrael is the hend hine ite rent in the
waostérn part of the Republic on Haytien feontier.
it is clalmed that the districts of San Juan and
Neyba, ln which his operations are conducted, sm-
brace a Inrge population devoted to him, bat the
testimony of several refugess and hoeads of familios
from that district, s« well as considerable corrabo.
rative evidence, sbhow that the region named, he-
tween the Incurdlons of the Haytiens and the praya-
lence Of Insarrections, is nearly depopulated, sl
that the force immedintely at Uabral’s command
does not exceed a8 few hundred men, who, in
of emergency, foree into the service all the male
opulstion upon whom they ean lay their hands,
5( s 8leo bean clalmed tha® he has controlled the
Dominieasn puart of Barahons, sod recolved sup-
plios through it, bat this is certninly uwo longer the
case. On the other Land It Is ¢charged by the pre-
sent Dominlean government that he has reosive ]
pupplics throngh Haytl, nnd that Haytlen soldiers
aud srme have boen st his digposnl,

The Commissioners obtalned evidenceof this fact
from many sources. They also examined Havtien
prisonors, speskong only the Innguage of the Hay-
tiens, and having in their bands muskets bearing
the Haytlen stamp. To the northeast of the coun=
try overrun by Cabral, in the neighborhood of the
bay of Manzaniilo, is the band under the control
of Luperon; but the opinion of trustworthy por-
gons, ¢ taken in that section by the Comminston, s
that as forece 8 small and of a poor character.
He seems to have the streugth of a desperado, and
nothing more. The Commissioners beliove that
had these lenders wielded only thelr own forces and
rerources, they would long ago hiave been put down.

Thelr whole importance is derived from the help
of forelgn iptriguers and from the fact that behind
them stands the Haytien nation, which has nearl
tive times the population and revenue of the -
minloan Republic, which has never relented In |ta
aggressive policy, sud at whose hoad is o President
elevated by a bloody Insurrection involving the
murder of faln predoecessor,

Besldes the révolts whilol have been named and
the Haytien aggressions, some minor causes have,
in the weakened condition of the Kepuablie, tended
to .if““h' Ity difficaltiens. First of those may bo
mentionsd, the provincisl jealousy existing beo.
tween the people of the groat district north of the
~entral chain of mountainy and thoes Inhabiting
the southerp side, The former distriet cmbrases
the two most thriving citles of ithe Republic, Puorto
Plata and Santisgo, besldes some villages of im-
wrtance. On the other hand, to the soonth side
elongs the city of Santo Domingo, with its pres
tige of capital, the city decayed bul etill powerfal,
from Its vital connection with the history of the
Island, from Columbus to Buce. In n wenkened
state of the Republic the jenlousy bolwesn thess
districts has causod revolutionarvloaders to arlse; hut
with & government strong and free, giving botter
internal communications and developing industry,
thils provineisl jealousy would probably be chsnged
into & henlthy political rivalry, Next, & more sari-
ous cause of disturbance 10 the stendy exercisp of
political rights llga In the existence ol weonkidar-
able number of petty m'litary ehiefs, aboul whom
has grown opp & peculiar system of olanshlp, or
semi-military nttachment. This preovally espocially
in the central and mountain distriots, nud I8 the
natural reault of long contintuad stroggles betwoen
ambitious men for supremacy in tho Kepublie,

Inthe anarchy thus caused eacs nelghborbood
Las shown w tendency to grow itsoll nround its
more daring men. Thess have received military
titles from hew's of varfou’ gHvernimants or ravo-
lutions, the rank of each depending msinly on the
number of retainers he could bring to the leader
whose cause he had espoused. The attachimant
thos begun in war eontinges in pesece, and us polit
ieal Institutions are weak often boeomes stronger
than lsw or political bhablits. Mence arises g clas
whose importance depends on commotion, Buos:u
pled, snd therefore nneasy, promypt to incresss nnv
troubles that may arise. The prople of the eountry
clearly understand that thess disturbars of thelr
peace are public encwles, Among the ressons
constantly masigned for desiring annoxation to tha
United States was the necessity of extingulaling
the lawlessness and shiftlessness urising from this
Eyslom. -

¥Firm and judiclous mensures In sdministralion,
immigration, lnoreased aotivity In sgoionlture unl
trade, would doubtless rapidly dostroy the grestar
part of thas evil. Unlon with & strong goverumen
wonld of Itself discourago and put an end Lo w0
of these disturbances, and a8 political Labits iy
orease it s probably that thess seail-wiiitary com.
binstions of chief sud retalners may batbransnatad
to political combinations, under constitutiona! nnd
legal restrictions. To thess cnus s of distarbauce
may be added n third, very effective at prescnt, b
which would be st once anulbilated whonld the
Dominlcan Kepublic be effectually protectod by
convection with a strong nution.

Within short distancos of Sauto Domingn ars v
rious other slgnds where far oo ctin
plructives freely hateh Wieir plote,
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tent has this been carried that certalm onpitalists
there Invest in prominent revolutionivta as a mnt-
ter of busines. Revolution becornes thus a branch
of trade In which cn{ultaliuh embark, with oer-
tainty of great riska, but with a possibility of grost
gains. To further these operationa prociamations
are formed. These emanate nominally from the
Jlosders ¢l the Insurrectionary foroe of the day, but
they gencrally present the clearest internal ovi-
denca that their pretended suthors never saw
them. From these parties and their agents come
rumor® and even circumstantinl aogounts of insar-
rections where none exist Ths Uommissiohors
encountered reveral instances of this. This insur-
rection brokerage wonld doubtioss censs &N ROON AY
it i» the policy of any stroug nation to prevent it.
In all the #Mruggles of varlous sdministrations
spninst revolutionists and destructives, the looal
und municipal Hherties of provinees, distriots and
towne hnve suftfered grontly. The exigoncles of tha

centrinl cle'l 2 military suthority seem to have
preveuted ihe vrawth of soy large sonle of that
rstom af loenl self-govervment whioh forms the
"-, pidwe i of freedom in the United Statea, Stiil,

(Lo gorms of lecal liberty are by no mesns totally
destroved. Ajuntandentos, or ‘l'own Conuaoile, are
still retained, ‘Theso mre bodins olosted by the
prople, holding regular soasions, koeping recor tn 0
thetr procecdings, and sxercisang con idorable care
Infthe registration of vital statistieos,

fiTo these bodies belong the loc al administration,
They nre pmall, and the Jengith of the term of
t]l.r';-r- prevents, in some degree, the immedate in-
fnence of popular will being felt npon them. Still
they perve ut least to keep up the tradition of local
frecdom and soiwe halidt of local mansgoment of

fwfinire. The men ehosen seem worthy of their trust
The Commissloners were lmpressed with the gene-
tal charaoter and ability of the members of these

municipal bodies. There are among thérm miany
who would do hovior to slmilar counnells in any
country, The difficulties sand dangers with which
there men bave boen eovironnd seem to have deep-
ened and strongthened their characters, whila In-
tevest in political affales has been by the same clr-
cumstances nearly croshied out of the more timid
majority, It was smong this ciaes that the Gom-
mieslon snd thelr agente found their most Intelll-
gent welcome, and unrestraingd conversation with
them showed that this welcome was not n mere for-
mality to which they bad been compelied. It ap-
peated to the Commissioners that, under a govern-
ment ganravtecing liberty and order, these muni-
eiprl bodies, senttered throogh the eoantry, might
become centres of K belter system than the Domini-
enn Kepublle has yot known. Spanish reincorpo-
tion, the constant sudcession of insurrectionary lead-
ere, aind the long series of distarbances to which
it bas been the fate of the Dominitcan people
to be subjected, many years since led thovght!ul
men Among them to look abroad in the hope of re-
lvef, It was this sentiment which led the populas
tion generally to acquiesce, quletly at first, in the
vecupation of the republie, by the forees of Spain
I 1861, That occupation had been bronght aboat
by the maungement of Santana and olhars,
then in power, alded by two Spanish ships ol war,
without the general knowledge of the people, and
It was suddenly conrummated, to the surprise of
the great majority of the citizens. Ths Commis-
slonere took especial piing in all part= of the coun-
try to examine into the causes of the fallure that
followed this annexstion, as well s of the unpopu-
Inrity and overthirow of the Spanish rule In the
Ielond, These huve been generally etated to them
ik followe:

1 That, contrary to lhe understanding betwean
the Dominlean and Spanish governments, the pub-
lic eMices of wll ports were unduly tilled with Span-
larde, to the exelusion of Dominioans,

2, That the Spunish subordinate fanctionaries
wore pot gencerilly native Spaoiards, bat Spunish
subjects drawn from Cuba sand Porto Rico, colouies
where blncks ard men of color mre held as slaves
and that the atmosphoere in which theso men lnui
been brought up had Ol1led them with s prejadics
which unticted them utlerly for tha administration
of gow mcul in acountry where the groat majo-
rity of the popuiation are colored and a considera-
Lle number nre hlncks,

4 Thatsome of the saperior oflicers, and very
muny of the soldiers, were brutal beyond enduar.
arice, and that very little effcetive rodress could ba
ohtmned. It was ftated to the Commissioners, by a
clergyman incharge of one of the most important
parishes ¢n the island, & man of acknowledged de-
voticn to Christinn duty &and entirely trustworthy,
that the Spanisl Governor of ihat provinee hiad, to
Lis certnin knowledge, been concerned in the nasas-
rlnation of m mother to obialn control of the pareon
of her dnoghtor. That he had entered the clargy-
man's Louse, stick in hand, and threatencd him
with ignominous chinstisement, snd tuat in varions
ways the Spaniards oppressed the people, trost-
ing them as conquered, and insulting their loeal
nuthoritice.

§. Thaut the Spanish rulers showed a mania for
regulsting the detills of ordingry life, in some cases
resulting in positive indignities to the people.

0. Thut the ecelesipstioal administration was al
varianes with their ldeas. Practieally religlous
toleration hind grown up in the Hepublic. Thia
fact the new Archbishop under the Spaniards doos
not feem 1o bave recognlzed. Protestant churches
were shut and orders were issusd to the olergy of
the IEstablished Churceh to enlorce & multitnde of
vesatioun regulations opon their flocks, involving
spsing upon familles. To wee the langusge of a
venerable priest: “I'he Archbishop was u worthy
man, but Lo seemed 10 condider that he was living
In the time of the Inguisition,'” ‘T'he olergy were
dissntisficd at that policy. Homonsirantes wers
jusde, snd 8 letier from one OUathiolie clergyman to
the Archbishop stated that **Such measures bent
neither this ago nor this country.” To these may
ke added 1he Meet that the Masonje fraternity,
which possees u very large and widespread mem-.
Lerehip smong the best reen of the island, was un-
defetocd to e mennced.

6. That there were manifested on varlous ocea-
slone certaln Qeop.sested pohitical 1daas, Of theso
may be wentionsd opposition to moparchy, snuil to
colunial subjcction snd attuchment W0 the neme of
the Republie.

7. That there woe aroused a popular apprehens-
#ion, founded npon & knowledge off Spanish admin-
istrition on the nelghboring islands, thatl slavery
wunld he re-establishiad, either by reducing the vo-
lored Dominlean poople to Lhe condition ol slaves,
or by new lmpertatons. Although thess causes
woroput equally operative inall partsol the country,
and the better elasses of Spanlsh offelsls mitigated
them considerably in sorne districts, they were sufli-
clent, when Jolned to uneasiness under the oolonial
voke, to eause an lpsurrection which goon became a
revolution.

i he people revoited in wil parts of the interior,
nnd, atded by greater I(lmw'n.-:lgu of the country
and greater familiarity with guerilla warfare, ro-
sisted all attenipts to put them down. They finally
drove the Spanisrds into tho stronglolds on the
conerl, where the soldiers died by wholesale of the
mulignant fevers, engendered in olose and #lithy
Larracks devoid of sall sanitary appliances. 0
the Spanieh losses no exact data could be obtained,
The best opivion seemed to be that the Spaninrds
#ent In all about thirty-five thousand troops, of
whom betwoen six und elght thousand were lost by
desertion and the omuses sbove alluded to. Al-
though bitterly disappointed In the results of the
Spunish anpexstion, the people who were soou in-
volved in new revolutions cessed not to look sbroad
in the hope of roellef.

To the surprise of the Commission, in nlmost all
parte of the country, even the remotest, the poople
were found to be familiar with the question of an-
pexation to the United States, and to bave dis-
cussed It swonyg themselves with intelligence. Al
classes ln all parts of the Republic were consulted
Mugistrates and eccclesiastics ol overy grads, ofll.
cinls civil and military, citizons of all professions
and occupations in town and country, and every-
where there was & general agroement in the
decluration that thelr only hope of perma-
nent wace und prosperity Is in  annexation
to and becoming part of the poeople of the
United Stutes. They gencrally declared their ba-
lief that the strong arm of this Republie, takin
them under protection as part of the nation, would
st once end the eflorts pnd hopes of every seditious
revolutionary leaoer, and establish law, ordor an:d
progperity. The Incorporstion into public ssnt-
ment of & feeling strongly favorable to snnexas-
tlon to the United States lu proference to any othsr
FPower, |s partinlly doe to the presence in vargas
part® of the country of small colonies of colored
people tormerly from the United States.

Thene persons or Lhelr lwmediate ancestors gene-
inily eame Into the country in the tims of Prosi-
dent Boyer. Their love of the country of thair
birth sécins to hnve deepened with time, and thaey
all look upon American institutions ws the cn'y
means of resculng the country from Its present lu-
security. Very touching expressions of this met
Lhe Commiesionprs al various points. These people
liveon the beet of terims with nelghbors speaking
the language of the country, sund copforming in
gineral 1o Ha customne, and they have formed lu a
greater or less degres dentres from which respect
forthe United Stutes hus gone lorth.

When asked i they would not prefer to remaln
un Ipdependent pation, the psople generally an-
swered that they would be giad to preserve their
independence If 1L wers possible; bat since expi-
rience Lad shown that the oation could not sustain
facdr, they were compelled to look mbrowd for sup-

port, sud, i thoy roust sink their nationnlity, thay
proferred (he Amedican Union, with freo Instity-
tiors, aofrisndly prople gud common jotorests,
They bonmm o us 10 by wora pearly unanimous apan
this than we bave over bofore kunown a peopls 1o
Le tpon auy potitdeal qaestion which they were
valled 6 to conslies

It was ounly by dlllgent search that the exoseds
Irngls ikl peportion swho opposed aupexation
(ol he found at sll. The prinecipal part of the
o) poritlon which ook exlst, appoars L0 bo Aaios
coertnin tenders o tha porte, sowe of whom s eaw
of anprzation and compeiition with Americsn cn
torg tise would lose contrel of branches of buslnasy,
i I by b pine it narrow ehinnpels Lhhay Lty
B EOLOPUIY | Glors wie bulsguuls of bouses abroad,

and in the event of these branch establishments
eing withdrmwn would be supplanted. To these
ahould be ndded certain agonts of houses in neigh-
boring islands who have made pecuniary advanoos
to rebel lenders, though these would, without doabt,
favor annexation I It were consummated under
the direction of tho#e whom they mupport.

Besldes these, asmall numbor scattered In va-
rious parts of the country, oppose annexation for
remsons peculiar to lhﬂll'l!ol?el; some from misun-
e rallmlln‘ of the matter, soms few from & lking
for the turmoll which the present condition of
things permiis, and some from opposition to the pre-
eont administration,

Tha reports and rumors that there are parties in
various sections of the country ready to resort to
desperate mensures against annexation seem to Le
disproved by the following simple facts In the his-
tary of the Commission:

First. On arriving at 8anto Domingo the Com-
mwissioners took up their residenos in a8 house on 8
publio street, remote from any official residence or
military post,

They had at no time anything in the nature of a
gunrd or watch, and at an early period during
thelr einy the night watchman of {(hat quarter wis
romoved ot their request. ‘They had po weapons
of nny sort, Persons of every condition passed in
and out of the houss freely until a late hour of the
night, Arcess was made ensy to everyone, The
Commisslcners and those scoompanying them
rlept with duors slightly seeured, and sometimoes
not secured at all, and with windows wide open.
It would have been entirely within the power of &
tingle man ¢f energy avd determination to have
cut oft the entire party. But no shadow of an at-
fempt upon thein WAs ever deteoted. No f-llﬂpm".ml
puUrsGn wWas gver found

Beeondly, The Comimlssioner and tholr
Lipverredithe country In svery direction, without
guarde or weapons, They slept at night in open
tnbins, no wateh of any wsort belng kept. The
chatacter of Lhe country and conditions of the
rosds obliged them 1o move slowly and soparately
throogh mountain passer, ravines, forests, and
thickets, in which & andtul of resolute opponents
could essily bave destroysd them.
this true in the Cibao, the distriet genorally re-
ferred to in unfavorabic reports, svery (mportant
route of which they explored. When, as in two or
thiee cascs, members of the Commission had for
short distances an escort of bonor, It was' made up
of cltizens, In cltizen garb, unarmed, so far as
covld be spen, and with no military guard what-
ever, Melther commander or attaches, so {ar as
krown, ever earried aword, dagger or pistol. Their
movements were enrily foreknown, bat they never
evoountercd any shadow of & hostile demonstra-
tion; vothing but Kindness met them in all quar-
ters end nmong all classes, and this was not less
murked in the Cibao than elsawhere,

The deeire for annexation seemed to be even
more general nmong the rural population than in
the citter. The evidence taken, as well as the ob-
tervations of the Commissioners and all who ac-
cerpaniced or alded them, establish this fact be-
jovd question, It was deemod unnecessary to ao-
cumulate the written testimony of witnesses, which
wib everywhere uniform. The Commission did not
huve to rearch after évidence of the disposition of
the people. Individual citizens, bodles of man,
delegations from Masonie, Industrinl and mataal
wid secieticn, representatives of ecolésinstionl naso-
clations, people of all kinds came to them o such
numbers and with cuch freguency that their vinits
became almokl & burcen, all declaring thelr desiro
for annexation.

Soon niter the treaty of annoxation was negoti-
ated a pepuler vote was taken in the muanner
urunl In that Republic, as reqoired by treaty,
which resulted ln an almost unanimous sxpression
In faver of annexation to the United States, What-
ever may Le individual preferenced or opinlons as
(o the best form for taking the vote of an entire
puticmon & subject of that magnitude, the groat
mpss of the cvldence before the Commisslon goes
to thow that this wns w truthful cxpression ot the
will of the peaple, and in a!l the exodiiions, sither
ol members of their own body or the ragents, ample
cetrobouration of this oplalon me! theom at every
point. The condition of the people, the physical,
mental and moral condition of the Inhabitants of
SBunto Demingo was found to Lie much more ad-
vanced than had been anticlpated.

The population is generally of mixed blood. The
grest mujority, erpecianlly alung the coast, are nai-
ther pure binck or pure white; they are mixed in
every conecivable degreo. In some parts of the in-
terlor considernble numbers of ‘he white race are
to be found, and generally in the mixed race the
white blood predominstes, The Dominican paople
dtfler widely in this pretienlsr from the Hayvtiens,
ameng whom the bleck race I8 in complete nscen-
teney, The cuitivated nnd educated, such as the
Presldent, membors of his eablioot, senntors, Judgas
wrd locu]l maglstra es, compare well with the saame
cleescg in othier countries, and the uneducated ap-
pear canal to the same class in any country with
which we sre acquainted, They seem (o be practi-
cully destitute of prejndies of cluss, race or color,
In their Intércourse with each other and with
strengers they sre conrteons in manner, respeetfal

au.‘n{-.

apd polite. In all their relutions with them the
Commissioners found thewm kind and hogpitable.
The testimony shows them to be an honest and

incffencive praple, among whom in the raral
districts & person may travel alone and unarmed,
il over the conntry with tressure, without dangar,
Allof the numesous parties attached to the Com.
mirtlon, whiclh travorsed varlous parts of the coun-
fry, belleved ths same testimony concerning the
jeople, ‘The Judicisl ofMicers stated that high
crimee, ruch s murder, aréon, burglary and the
like are nearly unknown among them. No psuper
elatr exisls, and begeary In almost unknown., They
aie ltemperate people, and drunken men are rarely
e, Among popular vices is that of petty gam-
bling, whick I8 Indulped in openly and extensively,
erpselnlly by the Spanisb portion of the population.
They are all Boman Catholics exoept the Amo-
rican emigrants sont out in 1824 aud succeeding
sesre, whko, with their dercendants, now form &
nomber of fetthowents, and nmount to several
thovstind persons, Theps are mostly Methodists
and Baptiste. They live smong the OCatholics in
pesce and harmony. No intolerance or religions
persecution can be discovered among them. The
jeople are generally poor, living In cheap and
humble dwellings, which, though well adapted to
thelr country, might appesr rude and uncomfort-
rble to theee accustomed to houres made for & more
tigoious climste. In the country almost every
family possesses all the land they desire to cultivate,
which 18 gencrally one small tield, for an sere or
two well tilled Ix suflicient, In this fertile land, to
turnish s family with thelr food. The reason they
unanimously assign for not cultivating more Is that
pmid covstently recurring revolutions it is very
uncertain who may reap the crop. Besides, there
i po market here for surplus produce.

The Commissdoners had an opportunity to see the
progress which the 1cup10 of culor have made in
Junnlen. In that lsland there s abundant evi-
dence that, In Fpite of mismansgement, the social
oppression which has lasted long after the abolition
of sluvory, this people are lmproving, and bescom-
lpg sharers in & bigher ewvilization, The evidence

tnken shows (hat the Dominlean peopls are not
nverse to work, when certain of reasonable re-
ward, but are good and feithful laborers. An

wbundance of labor can now be had about ten dol-
lars per month. Appearsnces make it probable
that the ¢l ments necessary to physionl peraistency
exlst among the people, especiaily in that large
proportion in whom Spanish blood predominates.

The decline of these people in number and enter-
price in putficiently accounted for by social and po-
litical cnuses, without the gratuitous sssumption
that the race is dylug out or enfote.

Theee nre few sehools In the KRepublie, and con-
scquently the great majority of the people are uu.
edueated, But of all the grest numbers who were
examined by the Commissioners and their agentson
this point, not one failed to express the desire that
some syvetem of genersl edocallon should be cress
ted and the béliel that it would bae eagorly em-
braced. The few schools that exist nre maintalned
by the people, with ltile or no support {rom the

overnment. School books, prepared 1o the United
States, ware found in some remote cablns,. The
basis of origiunl talent is not lncking, 1heshrowd-
ness of the Domloleans Is proverblal among those
who are brought Into close relations with them. In
the schools, tew and feoble se they are, may be
found asbuvdeut evidence to corroborate the asser-
tions of tho teschers that the avorage of native
nbility is good.

But one printing office exists within the Repub-
lHe, trom which newspapers or books sre issued.
Thinis at the capltal, and is very small and poorly
equipped.

Serlons uo are these obetacles o Reperal eivillza-
tlon pnd to the ntelligent exorclse of politieal lib=
erties the condition of the people s by no means
bopeless, ¥For scvernl generations there has boen
nuithe relavery nor BRny casle r’-lrl[ o tlt'l-n\'e them
of wauliness, The people st large are not degraded,
They wro willing to work when the result o thelr
Inbor i#» mudé secure. From Bmong them at va.
rious limes many noble and capable men have
aricip: men combiuing stalesmay ship snd gonsral-
ehip with patrlotiem. Many of the poople posscss
very clear Lieas of liberly ond show a willlpngness
to ke pacrifices for e, The vour wWe and devo-
t'on that have been wasted In dusurrectlons sud re-
volutions wuny yel, under better guldance, ripen
ivto eapacity for sell-government and r o=
litlenl Jl.'ll_:i- = banisr po
I ke dats furnishied by authoritles as to popalis
tion wre very mongra wod unsstisfaclory. Ay estl-
wile was reoently muade by the geplasinstic |l
court, govnting by panehon, which gave s tots! of
T O00. T here are cvident Elgus of ovrors in tils
getimate, For Instapee, the caplinl was set lown
at tons thoorand; wlhille It s abvious to the carelul
observer who counts stroots and houses, that thore
cannot bo over pix thousand, it so many. Agiin,
Azu s estimated sl 10,000; wihilo an aoiual count,
made n lew yours sgo. showed (Lt it contained
only 170 t_lu- presant number (8 wpparantly vt
I Los Liunos td S000, by the

Lary govornor now eetimates that the uspmber of
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families doea not exoeed 160, which would indloats
n popuilation of not ever 1006, although by n tax
list of 18, inAkhe posscesion of the Commission, it
ha! T ratepasuin

The commuanes of San Juan, Los Matos, Bonlea,
Nesbn, &oi, Are st down st 22,000, bot they have
bee sy depopulnted by revolution sand Invasion, and
thoir aclonl nomber 1s fixed by loesl rasidents anid
other competent witpesses wt from 8000 to RGO,
Comparing these figures of 1he eonlesiastion] court
with ceriain known (aets, and with wll evidenos
we conld gather {rom intelligen! witos a mnd por-
sunal obser vation, the Commislonars el imate that
the actusl populstion of the Hepubillie does not ex-
ceed 180,000, This does not lbciude the many who
have voluntarily expatrialen themeelens, on Ao

count ot the continual distarbapees, nor the few
who hnve been hanished.

It soeme probable that more than ninetanths,
perhinps ninetern-twentic the wrte native Dominl
cuns 1The others are: Flist, colarcd omigrants from
the Undtedd States; Hecim dly saropean teaders
who <o not settle answhere but rojoorn &t com-
mercdal polets, Negro bood preponderntes very
fargely In Rlaxti, bt the pure negro of African

type s pot. con mon even there, White bleod pre-
penderates Intgely in Dominiea, but pars whites,
in the popular sense of the word, are not nimoroos,
The myjotily Are of & mixed race, much nearer
white thinn Wisck

I he recources of 1he coantry mre vast and various,

snd it products may be jocieased with scarcoly
anv other Hmit than the lsbor expendéd upon
them. There s evidence of mineral weallh In va

rious patis of the lsland, The geologists of the ex-
fedition reg art |I:|_- existence of the ores of lron, ol
copper snd of gold, with deposits ol lignite, rock
cuit and petrolenm. Iron ore s almndant, ensy of
acours, Aand will, donbtless, In tinie be made svall-
able for the cheap production of plg fron. The
cop per ores _re of & tair degreo of rlehoess, and the
beds have been opencd o a slight extent.,

The reported cowl of Samana peninsula and in
the neighborbood of Poerto Plata wis examined
and found 1o be hgnite, of ttle value ns w tanl,
compared with Penneylvanis or English coal. The
gold  region in extensive, aud though worked
nncliently, In &t prepent buot Vttde known, and in-
vites patlent exploration by practical miners. The
salt depokits in the mounlaing near Nayba are be-
Heved to be extenslve and valuable. The salt can

be qunrried out in large tran=parent blocks, nnd »

chemical annlysis made for the Commission shows
itto be of suflicient purity lor comwercial pur-
pores.

Summarily and practically viewed for agricultu-
ral purposes there are five classes o f Iands in Santo
Domingo, viz: First, the mountaln slopes and val-
les#; these are uniformly mieh and prodoctive, ex-
cept in Hmited regions where raln Is deficient, or
on the rFouthern slopes of coast range northeast of
Munte Orikto.

Second, The extensive prairie reglonof the Han s
lying east and north of Santo Domingo Clty, sonth
of the Cibro range. This 18 all admirable pasture
Iand, & Inrge portion of It s capableol prolitable
cultivation. It is intersecica by wooded wallevs
and groves contalnipg muach excelient timber.

Third. The rolling plain of the Vega, which ia
generally wooded, and e the linest body of agricul-
tural land on the feland,

Fourth. The dry lands are like a portion of th
plain of Azus aud the valley of the Taquie, whore
rain is partly or wholly wantiog from topograpul-
cnl causes. These lands can be mude fertile by ar-
titielal lrrigation,

Filfth, The red clay lsnids are mostly nlong the
costt and underlsld by coralline Hwestone. The
are upnnlly covered with timber,

They are not generally very susceptible of profi:-
able cultivation. The vicinity of Ssan Domingy
City is a feir average epechmen of this clas: of soil«
preportionably capsble of cultivation. Athoogh
San Demingo contnips almost overy variety of
eoll, there te very Httle swaeipy or sandy land, In
this respe et it difters widely from Flooida and th
otlier Golf Stater. The country I8 varied fu snr

fiuce, nnosunlly well watered, and excels innatucsl
drulnege. There 15 hardly any portion ot the
isinnd where the land is not enpable of ealtivation.
The mouvntulns support 4 vegotation widaly kaow
differing from that of tha low lands, bo! thoy uo
where rike o Ligh a8 tu be covered with snow.,
Everywhere they are lertils, exeopt (un few

small districts already mentionced, a8 the plain of
the Tequie and & part &F the Azun region, whose
charmctor conld be chianged by ircigation, Taken
s 8 whole the republic Is one o! the most fertila
regior s onthe face of the earth, The evidence ot
men well acquainted with the othoer West Indin
islurds declure this to be naturally the richest of
them all in agricultural produocts; while the seo-
graphicen! position of Sen Domingo within the tro-
pics imphies the successinl production of all the
troplenl frults and vegetubles, including the com-
mercial staples, the ditteronces of exposuro, oleva-
tion atove the sen, and charsoter of soll, peeent a
viariatiop of clreumstances adapting pastionlar diy-
tricts w many difierent clnsies of growths aml
brancles of agricultural Indoatry. Inthe rich low-
lands and valleys sugar-cano yields the most protit-
wble return,

The extent and average ricliness of thoe tracis
guired to this purpose are unsarjpasead in the Woet
Inuter. The evidence shows that the wverage
gqashity of Fll“ in San Domingo, especl iy the
plains of the Vega and port!ions of the ¢ountry on
tho north shore, are betier adapted 0 ralsing s gar
cane than are the sugar-growieg distriots ot the wd-
Jacent islands. "This I8 corioborsted by the ober-
vation of the Commissioners. Thay and thelr agonts
inspeotcd severnl of the prinelpal sugar plantations
in Jamaicn, The production of these 1= vory greut
where irtigation I8 praciiced. In some cases |1t is
gald 1o exeeed two tuns per acre. But in many of
the elreumstancds conducive 1o the most protitable
manuiactore, Jomalea Is less favored than San o=
ningo. A much larger portion of the lattor is natu-
rally watered to s degree snitable for this anud other
agricultural purposes,

Ju many parts ol Sen Domingo the eanes do not
need replnuting for many yenrs, Fiftien sugoes.
flve annnal euttings (rom the origiunl reot are goum
won upon the richest land. Exerllent cane is found
of much grenter nge. Thisis dus partly to the
greater frequence snd abundauoe of rain, resulting
trew the easterly or windward position ol San Do-
mwingo, which gives it freer access to the trade
wince than the lelunds further within the goif, aud
partly alsoto the rich vegetable mould which covers
Lhe surface of extensive plnius and valleys, the re-
sult of eunturies of forest growth and decav, The
greater abundence of fuel would sppear to give to
San Domiv o an additlonal advantsge over o djoln.
Ing 1elunde in this branch of Industry

The wountain reglons are eapocially sulted o the
cullore of coftee nud cocon. 1The soll of the hills
iy usunlly riel; even where too steep to bo plowed
they can be cultivated with the hoe, The suiabrity
of climnte snd the beauty of scenery mako them
exceedingly attraciive. To persous acclimated and
accuftumed to the northern temperature thess
mounisin regions oller pecullar Inducemeants, At
present these high lands, which form more than
one balf the area of the island, are gouerully unin-
babited snd almost unvisited by man. o Jamalos
are muny ino plantationsof coflee in similar situa-
tors, ut an sllitude of 35800 (o 4000 feet above the
BUB,

The eulture of coffee and eocoa roguires much
less lubor nud capltal than that of sugar, wnd 1
peculiarly adapted 1o familles moderate maans,
The eoftee tree begines to bear at the sge of four
veurs, nnd continucs to yield an annual erop for
more than fity years. The cocoa is egually prodac-
tive and ousy of cu'ture. Native chocolata, pre-
pated from the cocon bean, is of excellent qaality
and o genersl e, Both thess trees huve beocome
thorougkly paturalized and are found growing wild
in the woods, and secm Cece trom disesses and ene-
mies. There are & number of plants, varietios of
the genus sgase, which produce valunble Hbres,
alrepdy ewployed Lo some cxtent in San Domingo
for doznestic purpores

The eabuin s tho most gommon,
In the driest aud most arld distilets. 1t s susoep-
tible ot ¢asy cultivation. The Dominiesns make It
futo ropes, balters, hnmmock fastenings, &e. By
the rough process of extraoting tibre by hand, now
peed, it conld not boe profitably wasulactured, bat
with sultsble muchinery it would form an fmport-
eit artlicle of export. The product of wax aud
bonuey s purprisingly Inrge. Ju msuy places the
rocks and hollow troes abound In bees. The honey
1% o chenp and plentitul that comparative little of
it ls eaved. Thousands of Lives ere destroyed for
the rake of the wax alene. Waxocsndles are in go-
peral use pmong the joorcsl elasses. Wild ginger
and ivdigo grow evirywhere o profusion. ‘1'he
colton tree growe even on the diy luuds and bears
sbandantly,

The American cotton shrub is wlso ralsed
cesslully near Azua. Almost every tropioal
ductlion would scom possllile in aroll so rich wod &
climate o 2emlal At a il higher polnt upon
these mountalus the calture of cluchons or Peru-
ving bark ean be made a protitalile branch of in
dusiry, This mvaluslle plant requires an eguable
climate, free from excessive heat wnd frost, Jt by
recently bien ntroduced into the nelghboring
islong of Jemsicn, snd tourishes st an elevation of
from four thovesnd to six thousand fect,

I e slews of the tracs, only foar years old, ars al-
resdy #ix Inches in elreumfercnoe, wnd they are
about aleven {cel in helght At the age of ten yours
they will have sttained sulicieust size W be eut
cowr, and will spring up sgein frowm the roots with-
out replanting, The Brivish government soems to
Eave consldered this production o matterof nationsl
imyortance, and bave carefully 1ostered it,

Upon these monrtalns many of Lle vogetnbles aud
fivite of the (o Impeiate XOU8 CAD b successiully
cullivsted, Polatiis, cabbages, canlitowers, cal

ry, lettuce and radishes wero séen ln perfocrion, In
Port wo Prince peaches worts found (ralsotl on the
peighboring mountsine), |r|nt&[|']-h;n grow laxuarl-
antly in many parts of the lsland,

Av an ovidenco of the present undoveloped eonli-
tion of Dowminlcan sgricaltore, mway be olbed the
faet thet the Commission durlng thelr expodillons
thiough the interlor of the [sland often m t with
Lot sugss raised and relined lu Fianco; butier and
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cheese fmported from Denmark, and milk con-
dereed In 1hie United Btates, but peldom with simi-
inr srtities mavufaetured on the island.
Even pative indigo, s common waad by the road-
pide, W supplavted by sn adulterated forelgn wr-
ticle, Eo far ar known vo sgricultural implements
of any valve are used, Not even a ploagh was
spywhicre to Lo seen. The country Is everywhore
will adapted to the onltare of tobacoo. Almost
every garden contalne epough for the use of the
femily, end it furobshes the princlpal article of
¢rxport. There poomr no reason why it should not
runl the guality raleed In Caba, If cgual #kill and
nvdustry were npplied. At present both are want-
ng. 10 I8 ralsed catelesdy, oured imperfootly,
preked roughiy In erioons of palm leal, atid trans
jorted over mountaios. upon the backs of donkeys,
to tho senbontd, where L s #0ld st abont six oonts
per pourd to forel g merehinnts, and exporied prin.
pnlly 0 Gerteany
M or Indian ocrn, s raized easlly, but s of
nfvriur guality, and not flourish in the
United Stuies Theee cropan year onn ba raised,
The rpiner orop i= fxid to be the best T gualitv.
Orly the winter ccop was saen,  The most valuable
netive grain & epec oo of tlee which gross apon

T,

dors na

the uplerde. 1t is durkher mnd pmaller thau the rice
of eommerer, bt of execent quulity, and 1 entars
Inrgely Intotbe fond of the Inhabitants, Tropieal
fruite mre numerogus and execallent. Moare than
torty oistivet species have boen foond growing
wilg Orapgrs, bsnapns, limes, eltrons, ping

pples, mangele, tamarinds, guavas, melons, bread
fruite, &c., aboundad Wiih ebienp mnd rapld eom
mwunlostion the marke's of the United Statos conld

be stpplicd with these more perichable fraits in
grest quantitles and at vooy low price. At presént
they nre unaninhile

Vegrtal len of many varjeties are found st all
ersCuy it the murkets of the principal cltivs of
Mo Domlvgo, They are tomnioes, Bweet potatoes,
corp, pens, beans, lettnes, radishes, kidney banns,
gquesten, rgg plavts, peppers, &c. Also, yams,
exrfnvn, plalntuin nnd ma olher prodacts un-
krown in the north, San Domingo has alwavs

been poted for the comparative quahty and aband-
ance of 1ts grasses, which sdd greatly to its ngri-
cuitural crpnelty. The “pramn,’ ax it s com-
menly enlled—a broswd-Jeaved grass, which takes
reat at every jJolat—grows sbundant y snd bo
comer thicker 1 progurtion as It Is cropped. A
L] more valu ble grass, called “grama del pals,"
or grese of Ao conntry, fornishes foruge. The
Gufven grese, which has proved vo precions in Ja-
o aien, does well.

The prairie graré of the savannas 18 =aid not to
benr eloge cropping, but gives pinoce to others. Yo
the abundence ol tliesc grasscs 1z owing the pre.
tmitence of Sin Domingo over the adjacent
wslands In the ralsing of cattle, For centuries the
pelghboring apriculturn! colonles have depended
vpen the Spanieh portion of this island for their
sup plice of Lorees, cuttle aud hogs. The vast sa
vart e enllid llanes, on the eastern end of the

feinrad, nre Intereected in all direetions by belts of
thichber, with & luxurinnt audergrowth, Travelling
cyer there ruvanpas at middny, the Comminsion

leur e what #tcwed (0 be & solitary prairioe, withuo
gy e of bemsn habitation or anlimal 1ife; but as
the sun declin: d there enme out from the groves on
!l sitdes thousands ol caltle, spreading themesolvos
ovit the plaing,

Tleic cutt)e are In elze alittle Jess than a good
[iede inonr own country. They are mostiy ol &
tewny cr Aoy coler, will made up and long
herned. As thedr food s perennial, and as they re-
quire rosheiter in winter, the ehtef bnninces of the
berdian e to brend and to eonnt them. They can
e bong it for gbout one cent pes pound op the hoof,
Vst nre the Lerds on the eastern linres, They do
rot exeel i nomber or quality thoss in other parts
cf the Islend, but were they multiplicd ten-fold they
conld 1ot ealinust thie sbundant pasturags. Inthas
e arid districts gosts abound, and in the foresta
fwine thilve o grest numbers; sheep are now very
few; poultey s plentiful

Fieeksof wila gmines fowls may be zoen in many
porteof the eland,  For trading or trausportation,
brreee fre grucrally u=ed; they are ralscd in groat
yumbers; they nre smaller than those common in
our eountry, hut strong and capable of great on-
dorunee, sud thrive upon a scanty sulisistonce.
The grest drawback to steek ralelng bas arisen
f1om warnuding expeditions during varioos insar-
recticns and revolutions, nud the frequency of these
Lan prevented an immoense development of this
banch of national wenlth, Owe of the most re-
mwathable pgricaltersl features of San Domingo is
the diversity of natural growths in different locall-
1iEx;

This myives from dieronces of soll, humidity and
tewperatare,. The lasdeespes of Malne wnd Louls-
inve sonreely difter niore widely to the eve than do
fLe lower portions of the adjoining valley of the
Yomne acd Yequl, lowing respectively into thie bays
of Snmann and Moapsillo between the samo ranges
of mountiine. The pulme wud plautains of the one
bemr Hetle resemblance to the esciud and secacing
ol the other. ‘The high jmountaln slopes and pla-
teaus of the interior differ cqually trom both of
these, and have a tflors ol thaler own. 1t is sufe to
predict thet when culture and civillzation have da.
velogped the varlous capabi'ities ol each the con-
tracts of elbmate pud production will be still more
proyvouncod.

Thin diversity will give rise to nn active internasl
commeree, aud will prove boneficind to the henith,
comfort and material interesis of the peoplas  The
Commiseion expected to ind an abuadancs of tha
invect sud reptile pests whieh constitute such o so-
tloue dinwback to comifort in most tropiesl coun-

trice, bul they were pgreeably  disappointed.
pnkes teem to be abiont g8 common as fu the in-
terfor of curown Htatér, hul no venomous ons
were heard of, Scorpions and tarantolss are
fonyd, bl they sye nol copimon, nud the cillects of

thuir bite nre not serious,

The tertimony of the
Fuglend {amily, whto had
hood of Ssmatin bay nearly two years, was to the
effect thint there was a¢ little ditienlty In keeping
w house elesr frem troulilesome fusects as in our
nethern Staten,

The mostsiriking characteristicsof San Domingo
at et slght Je the wonderful luxuriance of its
torcets, Jo many parts, and ¢ pecially inthe noigh-
torheodor the Bay of Samana, aithough there are
abrept ridges, perpendicuinr cliffa and bold hewnd-
lsvi g, no bare rocks can be seen. All are hidden
by u 1unss of trong vegetation. But ou close ob-
rcivalion another nnd not less striking charnctor-
istic ts rivealed—au astontliing variety in forest
produets, The cause of (his variety 1s to be found,
deubtless, 1o the great difforence in the slevation
ot the surtaee cxposure aud character of sell. These
wie vaviour, Species of palm are abundant and
viry valusble in conptracting such houses us have
been generally found best sulted to tho cllmate.
(i the monntain slopes, at different helghts, grow
In abundence both the choleest cablnet wood, as
wabogeny, satin wood, ete., and a grest variety of
timber especlally valuable in bouse building and
ship bullding., The robls or Dominloan onk, and a
Lard piteh pine were fonnd io abundance in varions
parts of the country.

In the more dry districts lourish sevoral valuable
woods, the bist known ol which, perbaps, Is the lig-
numviie, of which the quantity is very great,
9 here In wlgo an apparently inexhaustible supply of
the most valusble woods which anter Into manofac-
tures of which have medical value, as logwood, fus-
tic, nloes, &o. Grost as are the gqunantities of wood
that have already been ou. down, Lhere remnlus un
abundence. The mahogany trees have been cut off
to sfome extent nlong the cosst aud the navigable
stres s, where they were acoes=ihie; bat lo the in-
terior, where the simple metheds of transportation
in ure were Insulficlont, wide torests still untouched
awnit the constiuction of roads o render thom
available.

1o various places the Commissioners anw houses
constructed chiefly of mabogany. The want of
roads Las prevented any spproach to an exhaustion
ol the produets of the forest. A striking proor of
this was noted by those who eroseod Che island.
Within thirty miles of the principal morthern ses-
port were frequently seen Isrge logs of mahogany
of the best qualities, evidently left to decay by the
roadseide for lack ol mesns of transportation. The
ol transportation of these woods, noted In these
expecitions, wus by mesaus of panniers slung upon
the baeks of horses und mules: hence, only small
plecer could be broughit out. Notwithstandiug the
phundunce of valusble timber po sawmill was
found in the eountry.

I Lie detnlls of forest products and botanical dis-
tributlous will be found lo the specinl accompany-
lug re ports:

‘A be Heberies, onee Hourishing, have, during these
utter years, Ifallen Into neglect. At wu eariler
jeriod in the history ol the lsland more attention
vue pald to the marive resources, and the tunny
lirbery wae carried on around all the chores of the
wand, supplylpg the bhowe waut for salt flah nud
allowing an export to other colonles, This fhing
v now discontinued, although great schools of
ti b wie etill nbupdant on the southern ehore, The
cflorts of Hehermicn are conlined to meagerly
cppiyiog the mirkols of tho sesports, and their
piviuce I8 brought lu on two days 1o the woek,
kithough both the surrounding seas and tho rivers
of \he islsnd are well stocked with fieh of maoy
Kinuiis,

I he blackfhih, or the grampus, & amall mambor
of The whale fuwliy, 15 somewhbat sboandaut on the
vorthern shore, where siversl score wra caught
crery year and thelr blubber tricd dowu foeroll
The turtle, both the green edible specios and the
bawkabill, whoee clitef commercind value be ln its

slell sre shundant in the deop sen, 4 few wilosTrom
Inud, guite sround the Islaud, Hoth are csught in
micorate guantities, Soveral varloties of sholidsh

heads of a thrifty New
reslded in the neiglbor-

are brovght into parket in Hamited amount. 4
smintl ov:ter s very abundant in certaln lo _‘5‘.03-
growing attiched 10 the mangrove bashes. Tuaw

nie enten by the natives, but aro not so palstable
s the oyeter of more northeru atitudes

While an enutnerstion of the ses mud river azl-
wale of the Isiand known to asta:alists would show
8 lar pumber of kiuyda of great himportaucs for
food, itle can teld of thelr distributiog or
sbundunce, The prosirete condition of indusiry is

S el

ns marked in the neglect of the Raharios as in decay
of agrienitare.

The testimomy of wilnesses, the obwservation of
the Commimioriers, ahd the peporws of inl in-
vosllgations, show thal it s generally & haaithy
country., Emigrants oaslly bocoms socustomed to
the climate, On the const, whore ho! weather pro-
valle, eare must be taken. Individusls from tha
notthern States, now ronlding on the const and an-
giged in coltivating plavtations thers, say thoy
cnts inbor with thelr own hunds, and that white
men way work under cortain reguiatious ss enlely
of in the United States, The Intarlor of the laland
corsiets e fly of plovaled Iand,

I e moonisin sloper and valleys, overlooked or
rurropnded by lofty ridges, are comparatively eool
ardare favoralide 1o nortborn constitutions. Within
#tiw houre' ride Inland farms were visited where
the timperntute, evolod by the nolghboring peaks,
wir brucing, and in the pame telds could be seon
prowlyg enbibages anwil bananne, potatoss and plan-

tnive, Iudian corm pnd sngar (aoe, o, Eflesctive
Bber ean be prosecuted Ly whits men in suoh re.
glures aud general good heslth malntalnnd. The
procoes of siclimation to strangers coming In was

ro elight s to be seareely an inconvenienos. It
kY e rald generally that this process presents no
greeter ob#tacle to emigration than does the similar
p0 ceer in peveral of our new States,

The phiveieal configuration of the (sland s gneh
thal s decied 4 flerenes ex'sin between (th past-
Wi and western ends ko regard to howlth, In the
cirtern oy windward portion of the wland oscu-
pled by the Domirviénn bepublle the princlpal
nountain chaine ron in lines approsching an cast
and wost direcetion, Tho valloys betweon them sro
thiretore swopt during the greater portion of the
sear by the trade winds which, in that latitude,
vime tiom ditections enst and northeast. Thoso
volleys nre thus constuntly sappiied with pure ale
fse1m the II R, and mslarioos Inttaences are rapldly
virkigated

On the other hand, the west end of the Island,
orcupied by Haytl, is walled In on (s enstern or
leewntd glde by chuins of high moantains running
in irreguinr eurves from notth to pouth. It wouid
nypear that these kot to some extont as barriers to
trsde winds; and to this fact, couplod with the in-
ttuence uf nelghboring marshes and mangrove
Ewampe, It is doe In & great messare that Pori-nu-
FPirivee and the country about it bave so badl a re-
putstion in regard 1o health.

A to the large towns there can be no doubt that
the want st present of any practical applleation of
putitary knowledge cousen thom to rank tar lower
in regard to herith than they otherwise would.
Among the lending historical events connected with
the island of Hayt or San Domingo which have
stampid themselves upon the public mind, are the
dreadful epidemics, prineipatly yollow fever, which
rivaged the English, the IFrench and the Spaniah
mimics successively landed upon the const.

The victims were Europeans, and their sad fate
interested mitlions, 80 that In the public mind San
Pewingo and yellow fever becsme almodt synony-
mous, It is 8 matter of history that the most fatal
of these, that of the French, atthe beginning of thia
certury, conduoted Its operstione mainly in the
Enaytien part of the island, The Eoglish expadi-
1l n to Ban Domingo which s sometimes referred to,
so Iar a8 can be mecertained, was not attended by
any grenter loes of lie from alsense than might
Lnve been expected with the imporfect sanitury
regulations of mwilitary forces which have existed
down to & very recent perlod. T'he loases of the
Span'th army from {liness wore Iarge'y dus to the
uiter lnck of sanltary onre; and the commissionors
fire Entirfied that thore losses have been enormously
exngperated. The commirsloners have givenapecial
uttention to the matter of hoealth, and beside get-
tivg Information from other gquarters, they have
ch orged twn moedioal gentlemen to report specially
uyon it, and thelr reports are appended, Thelr
cor clusion Is thix:

The popular jaen that the Dominicen territory ia
prijleniariy unhealthiy, and that persons visiting it
wre perfocieally lable to yellow fever, Is entirely
errcncons. The average general hosith and longe-
vily 18 quite equal to, and probably greator, than
thst of the United States as o whole. Emigranta
wre not Uable to any more distaibancs of gonoral
Leslih in the process of acclimation than are per-
sous who puss frowm the old to the new Stales of
the Unlted Statcs, and, saviog upon the seacoast,
the jrocess §® vo  pentle as to cecape notice,
Takivg the year through, as much sgricultural
work ¢nn be done without affieting health as can
be cove in our middie and western States, sand
with greater resolts, Persons in all elronmstances
can here enjoy, by selecting their locallty, s deli-
ciotis elimnte and sabundance of fruit, with far
jere liability to diresses of the lungs, to searlat
fever and other fexrful epldemics, and without any
lHinbility to yellow fever.

The Comwmiseion, its attackes, and the gentlemen
of the press, numbered thirty-two. The officers
and crew of the frigate nambered four hundred
und ninety six. This company of Ave hun ired and
twenty-elght sojourned in the harbora, supposad to
te the moet unkenlthy ports in the country, and In
the interior of the island, about two moonths, Few if
any bad been acellmnted; nevertheless, there wns
Lut one coke of mortal disease, and thatfrom cinses
uncopnected with climnte,

There was no caso of malignant and none of se-
vere pickuess ammong them. The stoamoer Nantas-
bet, with Its foll complement of ofilcers and sea-
men, has been In the harbors of the Ialand for
rbout fitteen monthe, and bas not had & single case
ot yellow fever.

In 1842 there was a pevers earthquake, which did
conrlderable damage in some portions of the island,
Boversl sluslar shocks had previous'y occurred in
the course of three apnd a half centurics. Since
that titwe none have been experiencad which, ae-
cording to the acconnts of the people, did any
kerious damnge to life and property. Almost every
yeur very slight shocks occur, so incousiderable
thet scarce & dozen ot the inhabitan s are awaref
thew., About the time of the autumual equinox
hurricaves are not anfrequent, and are pometimes
necomuy snled with damage, espocially with shipping
aleny 'Le coast, und even tw trees and crops on
lugd wnd rivers.

Thi re are several rivors, as the Yana, Yaqui and
Uasna, wileh, during a grester part of the year,
can be navigated by vessols of light draoght to &
copsidernble distunce 1rto the interior, At present
they slmply atlord facilitles lor floating down the
tm tir which grows within easy distanco of their

ks

Tue territory of the Dominican Republic 18 In-
dented with numerows hnrbors, genorually ac: essiblo
enly by versels of Hght desught, The three groat
buye, of Bomupe, Ocon avd Manzaulllo sdmit ves-
reis of the largest draught, and are lmpor ant ag
cutlets of the commerce of tho country surround-
ing them, especinlly the bay of Manzauillo, which
Hes at the entrance of tho grest valley of the Yaqui,
but neither of the two Inst pamed buve any groat
tmpertance in a military polut of view.

Tha Bsy of Samana, however, desarves moaore
curelul atteniion, as, On WAnY sccounts, the most
npcstant o the West Indies, It is st the north-
vartern e xtiemity of the island, andis thirly milos
lopg by sbout ten miles broad, and s sutficiently
cemnodions for the largest feets, It s well pro-
tecied feom the winds, and espacially Lhose of the
f urtLerst by the mountsine of the peninsula. Its
i A nce prigcnts no obstacle to ships of the largest
vreuphbt; s nrrrower than that oi the barbor of St
T hon-as, but is the more esstly fortibied oo that as
ceumi. Asmbown by Geoernl MoClelian in bis re

jort on thik bay, very simple fortiBoations nt
crted & of the burbor and st Port Jeckson, onch
rail e, would guwrd it thoroaghly.

Jte rliuption gives It casy comoand of the Mana
proisE go, the most lmportant esstern avouus o the
Ginlt of Mexieo, whoso Tmportance will be -
miprely enhaneocd should s new passs e bo opeosed
1o the world's commeros thiough tho Isthmuos of
i ien 1o auy Power haviog oconsion to malotaln

Beot i the West Indies, nmid espacially to the
Uoited Stater, 65 laving vist intercels to protect
nibe Guif of Meéxieo, Ihe valus of the [ltw'ltll':l:l

¢ g #iathon canuot be overlooked. Undor
tpecure gnd Nbernl goverpment s city would grow
i sowe peint on Lhis bey which wouldt be one of
‘he greatl ecmmerein] centres of the West Indives.
Iy yelue to the copstivg trade Is onbaneed by the
‘et thnt what s commonly ealled the peninsals ia
i denlity an l#land, s= thére 13 o passage which
fuld ensily be made avallable for sl ps of modarn
1 f1om the weet end of the bay (o the north sea-
cail,
il testimony ehows that & fow ocitizens of the
Urnited Statce have aegalred the tight to & considor-
bie part of the waler iront of the village of Santa
'mrbuin, which i# cne of the numerous harbors on
# extensive Lny, nnd lins Leretolore nrtracted tho
uest cttention. The pertlon #o seguired forms but
a rmell part of the spnce which would be nesded
L cecupied Ly o groat commerolsl city, oven If
Lot elty sbonld Buslly grow up st this particnlar
te'nt. The country ndjacent to tha Baryof Ssmana
excocdipgly tertile. Former reports of conl in
pirmmediste uelghborood aré not contirmoed by
le gpeologiets attached t= the oxpedition; but tha
ricbhyces of the surrounding ecantry in sll other ro-
picte b pever, 2o fur ws known, boen overesti-
e AN nocounts agree alno s to its srlubrity.
Thie bay derives sn pdditlonal Lmportance as ths
eaternl outlet of the eastern slope of the groat
plain called La Vegs Heol, which i the richest part

of the lrlend ana possasics every clewent of agri.

Itaral wealth and valuable mineral resources.

e chicl city of Bantinge ls, 80 regards inland
(rede, the moest lwportant in the Repablie, and in
ite pelgbborhood are seversl towns of littlo less im-
portesee. The nland communications from the
Bay of Bamars would be eusy. The Yana river
cculd be navigated for n eonsidirable distanscs by

veertin oF & Mght drauglit, snd a ralirosd slon
thnt valley would have in its favar tho absence o
beuvy grades nnd Inrge rivers, and the preseuce of
sy unlimited supply aloug & great part of It of the
best timber for ties,

The Commirsloners were notitled, while Investi-
patirg watters at the capityl of the Dominlesn Re-
publio, that sithough the government of the

Cuntisned on the Third Page,




