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Tbe fTeat three days' conflict that waft

waged at Gettysburg was the culmination of
the war for the preservation of the Union,
and it practically docided the fate of the Re- -

sllion. From the time that the baffled and
broken army of Lee commenced its retreat to
the Fetomao the fortunes of the Southern
Confederacy declined, and the total collapse
ihat occurred when Lee surrendered at Appo-utto- x

was only a question of time. The
battle of Gettysburg was a splendid display of
Valor on both sides. Tbe Rebels were deter-
mined if possible to make Pennsylvania the
battle-fiel-d instead of Virginia, and to obtain
potsession of the rich cities of Philadelphia
and New York. The rank and rile, as well
as the leaders, knew what a rich prize was
at stake, and with the remembrances of im-

poverished and war-trodd- Virginia in their
minds, and the almost unlimited wealth of
Pennsylvania and New York before them,
they met the Union army At Gettysburg with

determination to stake everything upon
the issnes of the battle. The consequenoes
of a victory for the Rebels were folly appre-
ciated by the Union army and its leaders,
and they w( re inspired to make a mighty
effort to make this invasion of loyal Penn-
sylvania tbe last, and to strike a blow that
w uld have a decisive effect in determining
the fortunes of the war. For three long July
dftys the battle raged, and then the broken
fragments' of Lee's army fled towards
the Potomac, leaving the field strewn
with the wounded, doad, and dying who had
fallen in the furious charges made upon the
Union ranks. From first to last this was one
cf the most fiercely contested combats of the
war, and it is no disparagement to the off-

icers in command to say that the victory was
achieved even more by the hard fighting of
the men in the ranks than by good general-
ship.

It was eminently proper that the Leginla-tur- e

of the State within whose borders such a
battle as that of Gettysburg was fought
should desire to possesn a memorial of it in
the shape of a great historical picture, that
upon a single canvas would epitomise the
conflict and hand down to future generations
the counterfeit presentments of the officers
and men who specially distinguished them-
selves. Jij a fortunate coincidence, the only
American painter who was capable of doing
full justice to such a subject was alsoaPenn-sylvania- n,

and there was a general feeling of
congratulation when the commission for the
picture was given to Mr. Peter F. Rothermel
of this city.

Mr. Rothermel is the American colorist,
and in his coloring, as in the other characteris-
tics of his style, he is original and distinc-
tively American. None of the European
color masters can n reproach hij in ba peoe--
uar qualities uiai giwuw pictures ineir
greatest value, and there are few if any artists
on either side of the Atlantic who are in other
respects as highly qualified to appropriately
treat such a subject as "The Battle of Gettys-
burg." It was a fortunate chance that gave
Mr. Rothermel such a theme for his magnua
pv, and he has produced a picture that is

an admirable representation of the great
battle, it commemorates, that is not only a
credit to American art, but is without exagge
ration the greatest pictorial work of art ever
executed on this side of the Atlantic, and
that does honor to the State of Pennsylvania
that ordered it as well as to the artist who
produced it.

The commission for this picture was given
to Mr. Rothermel four years ago, the price
being fixed at $25,000. This sum, large as
it is, fc small when the time, talent, and labor
Beeessarily expended upon the work are taken
into consideration. His acceptance of the
commission required Mr. Rothermel to de-

cline all other commissions, and for nearly a
year he was busily employed in studying out
his subject and in deciding what particular
points in the battle should be represented,
lie made repeated visits to the battle-fiel-d

and carefully studied the ground, taking nu-

merous sketches, and consulting with the
prominent officers who had participated in
the combat and all others who could give him
ad vie e and information.

The main difficulty was to choose the par-

ticular point of view that was most advan-
tageous for pictorial effect, and the particular
point in the battle that would epitonrixe it
most effectually and at the same time admit

f the best treatment from an artistic point
of view. There were certain things that
must be represented arid certain persons to
be introduced without whose presence any
picture of the Battle of Gettysburg would of
necessity be incomplete. It was found to be
impossible to reconcile all the conflicting
elements with literal accuracy, and the artist
was obliged to some extent to fall back upon
the license of bis art, and while making his
composition as literal as possible a repre-
sentation of a particular episode at the same
time to include in it features that would
make it a record of the battle as a whole.
The restrictions imposed npon Mr. Rothermel
have somewhat impaired the excellence of his
picture as a mere composition, but its defi-

ciencies in this respect are not very marked,
and they are more than counterbalanced by
the additional historical interest given to the
work.

The immediate subject of the picture is
the last desperate charge made by Pickett's
division of the Rebel army upon the left
centre of the Union line under the command

f General Ilanoock. In the centre of the
picture is the stone fenoe across which some
of the most desperete fighting of the battle
took place. The most prominent figure, that
attracts the eye of the spectator immediately,

asd epcfititiitta w it &e kej-no- u tg tire

whole work, is a stalwart Union sollier,
stripped of coat and accoutrements and stand-
ing one foot npon the wall and the other
upon a dead Rebel, besting back the enemy
with the butt of his musket. There is mag-

nificent action in this figure, which is in
itself a personification of the valor of
the rank and file of the Union army. To the
right the Rebels are marching up to the
atone wall with fixed bayonets, and far be-fo- od

the well-defin- figures in the fore-
ground a maRS of heads, tattered battle-flag- s,

and burnished arms are seen pressing on in
eager baste to join in the fray. On the left
the Union soldiers are dashing forward to
meet the enemy, and the front ranks of the
combatants meet over the stone wall, which
runs in slightly diagonal direction towards
the left, nearly in the centre of the picture.
Along the line of the wall are seen the flash
of the muskets, the bristling of bayonets, the
clubbing of muskets, the fall of wounded and
slaughtered men, and all the innumerable in-

cidents of a fierce hand-to-han- d conflict.
Mr. Rothermel has been criticized, un-

justly we think, for making the common
soldiers the heroes of his picture, and placing
the officers rather in the background. Get-tyKbu- rg

was emphatically a soldiers' battle,
and while all honor and credit are due to the
offioers who aided in winning the victory,
Mr. Rothermel's picture more truly repre-
sents tbe true character of the battle, and
gains in historical value as well as interest
by the adoption of this treatment.

General Meade was in another part of the
field at the time the particular incident
recorded by Mr. Rothermel oocurred, but
very properly he and a number of other dis-

tinguished officers are introduced on the ex-

treme left. In this group are a number of
portraits of officers who figured prominently
in the battle. General Meade, his son
George, and Colonel Haskell, of his staff, are
seen on horseback. General Hancock,
severely wounded, is near the centre of the
picture, and in the midst of the melee is seen
General Hunt, Chief of Artillery, firing his
revolver. General Webb, who had
command of the Philadelphia brigade,
is represented on foot. Colonel Bains,
Adjutant to General Webb, General Gibbons,
Colonel Wessner, General Bingham, Colonel
Mitchell, General Hall, Colonel Devereaux,
Major Roberts, Celonel Mason, Colonel
HeBser, and Captain McCuen are among the
most prominent of the Union officers. On
the Rebel side are portraits of General Armis-tea- d

and General Garnett. In addition to
the offioers a number of the other figures are
portraits of soldiers who participated in the
battle, and the aim of the artist has been to
make the picture as literal as possible by in-
cluding all the portraits obtainable.

In the distance on each side the battle is
seen fiercely raging in different parts of the
field, and in the immediate foreground on
the right is depicted a group of dead and
wounded Rebels, while on the extreme left
Union artillerymen are actively engaged in
working a field-pieo- The ground is strewn
with muskets, broken drums, canteens, and
accoutrements of every description, and a
pathetic incident of the battle is recorded in
the beautiful figure of a poor little Union
drummer boy lying dead beside his instru-
ment.

ColorisU are not usually draughtsmen, and
Mr. Rothermel's weak point is his drawing.
His usual faults are not so apparent in this
picture as in some of his previous works, but
few of the figures are really well drawn, and
some of them are positively bad. As a com-

pensation for this the flesh is magnificently
painted, and the figures are full of life and
movement. The motion that fills the picture
is one of its most admirable qualities, and
the spectator can almost imagine that he
hears the noise and rush of the battle as he
gazes upon the animated scene that the artist
has represented. Simply as a piece of paint-
ing the picture is superb, and apart from its
size and the importance of its subject, it is
Mr. Rothermel's masterpiece.

It may surprise many who are aware of Mr.
Rothermel's reputation as a colorist, and who
hear this work praised as a color picture, to
find so little positive color in it. The pre-
vailing tone is grey, but none but a colorist
of genius could have produced such a wonder-
ful harmony of tints, and whenever a bit of
color is introduced, as in the flags that wave
over the heads of the fighters, it tells with
remarkable effect. The sky, overhung by the
clouds of battle, is a beautiful piece of paint-
ing, and the landscape portion of the picture
is treated admirably. The bit of distance
to the right seen above the heads of the
Rebels and the view of Round Top upon the
left would be sufficient of themselves to make
Mr. Rothermel's reputation as a landscape
painter.

Large as is the sum the artist will receive
for this work, it does not represent the full
value of his labors. Sinoe he undertook to
paint the picture he has devoted himself en-

tirely to it. The progress of the work has
involved the expenditure of a large sum of
money, and the artist's profits will not be by
any means what they would had he not de-

voted himself to this labor of love; for such
it has been to him. Some rathes censorious
remarks have been made in regard to the
proposed exhibition of the picture for the
urtiht's prolit, and it is well that the
public should be acquainted with the above
facts. Mr. Rothermel received full permis-
sion for the proposed exhibition from the
committee of the Legislature having charge
of the matter, and we hope that the publio
appreciation of his work will enable him to
realize handsomely by it. On the 20th in-sta- nt

the picture will be unveiled at the
Academy of Music with appropriate ceremo-
nies, and afterwards it will be placed on view

W Jwrorairy kuiJ JiPg cow being pre

pared for it in Chesnut street, above Tenth,
where it will remain for several weeks.
About its future disposition no arrangements
bave as yet been made, but it should by all
means be retained in Philadelphia. There
is no proper place for it in the State Capitol
at Harrisbnrg, and if there were, it would be
a pity to bury such a work of art in a country
town, where comparatively few persons would
ever have an opportunity to inspect it.

frter de :(' Gallery.
Messrs. Porter &. Coates have attached to

their store, No. 822 Chesnut street, one of
the handsomest picture galleries in the city,
which is now filled with some choice works
of art that will well repay an inspection.
They have just reoeived a very pleasing pio-tnr- e

by Professor Raupp, of Munich, entitled
"The Snow Battle." It represents a group
of urchins engaged in a lively snow-ballin- g

conflict, and it is as admirable as a piece of
execution as ft is attractive in subject. Be-

sides this, there are a number of very beauti-
ful landscapes, full of poetical feeling, by
Iiiness, of New York; a couple of fine marines
by Hamilton; several spirited landscapes by
E. D. Lewis, and some excellent specimens
by English, German, and American artists of
reputation, in various styles, sizes, and sub-

jects. Messrs. Porter fc Coates have also
a very complete stock of fine
engravings, chromos, and photographs, from
which those who wish to make holiday gifts
that will possess permanent attractions can
scarcely fail to make suitable selections. A
good picture is one of the handsomest orna-
ments that can be placed in a room, for it is
not only attractive as a piece of furniture,
but it is a constant source of pleasure in
itself. Some of the smaller works in the
gallery of Messrs. Porter & Coates possess
great merit, and their prices, as a general
rule, are not so great as to place them beyond
the reach of persons of moderate means. A
good original will always give more satisfac-
tion than a copy, but for those who cannot af-

ford originals, a well-execut- chromo, or an
engraving or photograph of some masterpiece,
presents substantial artistic attractions that
commend them to the regard of art lovers,
while a good chromo, photograph, . or en-

graving is always better worth having than
an indifferent original work. We commend
the art collection in the gallery of Messrs.
Porter & Coates to the attention of our
readers, and we advise those who wish to in-

vest in something attractive for the holiday
season, but who are in doubt as to what dis-

position to make of their money, to visit this
gallery and' inspect the choioe works of art
that it contains.

ART GALLERY.

WORKS OF ART

AVD

MANY LITTLE GEMS

FOB

HOLIDAY GIFTS
AT

LOW PRICES,
GALLERY 0? FINE AET8.

PORTER & COATES.

No. 822 CHESNUT J5TREET,

12 14 17 19 S3 Urp PHILADELPHIA.

1020. 1020.
PRESENTS 1 PRESENTS I

AT REUKAUFF'8
ART GALLERY AND LOOKING-GLAS- S WARS-ROOK-

No. 1020 CHESNUT STREET,
French and German Carved Goods. Imported and

American pictures Innumerable. li 13 I2trp

1020. 1020.

ON FREE EXHIBITION
AT

CHAS. F. HA8ELTINES GALLERY
Ko. 1125 CHESNUT STREET,

BRATJN'8 FAMOUS PANORAMIC VIEWS of
Berlin, 1'otedam. Charlottenburg, Coblents, Heldel.
berg, Jena, Weimar, Krfurt, Sins, Baden-Bade- n,

Weisbaden, Brumtels, Amsterdam, Waterloo, Liege
Ypres, Rotterdam, Utrecht, etc etc.

A complete set of the Berlin Museums, and Interior
Tlews of all tbe rooms in the various royal palaces
of Prussia.

Particular attention la drawn to the fact that In a
few days luo views on the Rhine and Its fortlflca
tlonm. an never before seen, will be exhibited, ill

THE VATICAN, No. 1010 CHESNUT STREET.
Bronzes, Clocks, Vases, Pedestals,

and elegant articles of taste for the adornment of
the parlor, dining-roo- library, ' hall, and boudoir,
and for bridal presents, purchased In Europe pre-

vious to the war at a great sacrifice, and will now be
sold, retail, at correspondingly low price. We In-

vite an inspection at our spacious store and show-room-s,

np stairs. The price of all articles marked
In plain figures. Goods packed an shipped free of
Large, 20 29 229

SCRIBD'S EMITHLY,
An Illustrated Magazine for the People.

The XJet Magazine in America, -

The Most Beautiful Magazine in America,
The Cheapest Magazine in America.

Putnam's, Hours at Home, and the Riverside,
Combined in one, for g3'00 a Year ! !

Profuse and Splendid Illustrations !

The Greatest Literary Success of the Year!

AND SO ACENOWLSDOED B7 ALI..

Tbe Mflgarine is eon ducted by Dr. J. G. IIOLLAKD, whose books have had a large and
continuous sale, unsurpassed in the annals of literature. lie is assisted by a large corps of
able writers in this country and Europe.

GRAND HOLIDAY RIURIBER !

The 100.000 Edition Now Ready!
Pictures of Strasburg How we escaped "War with Spain Mr. Bigelow on the Terms of

Peace Christmas at the North Pole New Story by Hans Andersen "Women
and Wine Christmas Eve in Germany Social Taxes A Christ-

mas Pot m Christmas Stories Christmas Carol by
Dr. Holland, with Music, etc. etc.

The January number of Scribner's is one of the handsomest, most valuable, complete,
and entertaining numbers of a magazine ever published.

The Illustrations are of a high order.

The article on 'TAIRMOUNT PARK" has sixteen exquisite pictures by Thomas Moran.
Mr. "Wilkinson's poem, "THE NORTHERN LIGHTS," has also a design by Mr. Moran,
one of the first of American landscape artists.

Dr. Hayes' Christmas Story, "THE GOBLIN OF THE ICE," is founded on a legend
of Greenland, and is a strange and thrilling love story, presenting many striking features
of Arctic life. Mr. Bolles' full-pag- e picture of "The Goblin" (page 240) is a powerful piece
of drawing, and the other illustrations are excellent. "MIRABEL'S CHRISTMAS" is a
strong story by a new author.

The Bix original views of f'STRASBURG AFTER THE SURRENDER" are from pho-
tographs taken especially for this magazine, and Professor Riddle's article is very inte-
resting.

Hon. John Bigelow'n "TERMS OF PEACE PROPOSED BY THE GREAT POWERS"
is a timely and commanding article. Mr. Bigelow is near the seat of war, and has had pe-
culiar advantages for the study of his subject.

Mr. Crounse's "HOW WE ESCAPED WAR WITH SPAIN" will attract immediate
and wide attention, presenting, as it does, the hitherto unpublished details of a recent affair
of national importance.

"A CHRISTMAS EVE IN GERMANY" tells of the Christmas customs of a singular
society in Germany.

Professor Wilder's article on "KINGS OF THE AIR" and J. T. Headley's article on
"SHIPS" are both splendidly illustrated as well as entertaining and instructive.

This number contains new features of especial interest to THE YOUNG FOLKS OF
THE FAMILY.

The beginning of HANS ANDERSEN'S quaint and charming story of a Boyish Life,
entitled "LUCKY PEER."

Also a new department of especial interest to the LADIES OF THE FAMILY nOME
AND SOCIETY HOLIDAY SHOPPING A GLANCE AT THE FASHIONS, eto. etc.

SOMETHING FOR ALL A HUMOROUS DEPARTMENT Miss MALONY on the
CHINESE QUESTION.

MACDONALD'S Story of "WILFRID CUMBERMEDE" grows in interest.
That powerful story, "NATASQUA," is concluded.
There is also an unpublished Feem by the late N. P. Willis, and a Christmas Poem by a

young lady of remarkable genius, etc. etc.
A glance at the Table of Contents will show its richness in varied articles and illustra-

tions.
t

Make Home Happy by a Christmas or New Year's Present of a Year's Subscription to

' SCEIBNER'S MONTHLY.

It costs only $3, and will make two Urge volumes, beautifully Illustrated, and full of

choice reading, each year. Single numbers, SO cents. For Sale by all Newsdealers.
"We furnish tasteful Covers, post-pai- d, for 50 cents each and any binder can insert the

numbers at a trifling expense.

SCBIBNER CO.,
No. 654 BROADWAY, New York

CLASS AND QUEftNSWARE.

Gay's China Palace,
No. 1012 CHE8MUT Street,
Wishing to reduce stock, are offering the'r goods at

tbe following unprecedented! low prices

Whits French China Dining fcets, 150 pieces. . .30--
u u m JJ3 ai-8- 0

m m m yea " 44 " ... TOO

t 46 M ... toomm Cupi and fin icers, li pieces,
cups with bandies

Btone China Dining fets, pl'es I'M
Btone China Tea Bets (caps with handles), it

pieces 300
Btone China Tea Bets (caps with tandles) it

pieces
Btone Chamber Sew 8 60

" Cnps and Saucers, per set, 12 pieces. ... 60
" Dining Plates, per aozea 100

Table To iu tiers, per dueen SO

Table Goblets 70

Glats Tea Sets (4 articles) TO

Bohemian Cologne Bets, bottles and poo box 0
Bohemian Liquor Sets, glasses, waiter and

bottle '. 0
An endless variety of Fancy Goods, soluble for

Holiday Pieeents, at an immense redaction front
former prices.

Goods to go oat of the city will be packed and de-

livered to transportation office fre of charge, and
ituurtd against breakage to destination.

Show Koora open till o'clock at night.
11 Vflaniwlmrp

1aBelle
Kid Clove
BEST 1185 KID GLOVE IN AMERICA.

Every pair guaranteed, If they rip or tear, another
pair given la exchange.

A. & J. B. BARTHOLOMEW,
Mo. 83 North KlUliTU ttireetAgcrAfijQitauiy. Hoists

BOOKS
roa

THE HOLIDAYS.

Our Christmas Stock

NOW OPEN.

The choicest assortment ever offered to the pub-

lic, retailed at

WHOLESALE PRICES.

PORTER & COATES,
Publishers, Booksellers, and Importers,

KO. 822 CHESS UT STREET,

It T 1014 IT U23 84rp PHILADELPHIA.

808. TfJBMEaB 808.
MAOAZIHE DEPOT.

Xn.tttin.ry 2lR;aziuo8,
Vow ready at TURNER'S Cheap Book Store,

Mo. 800 CHESNUT Street.

DIARIES FOR 1871, of all styles.

TURNER A 00.,
Publisher of Beautiful Snow,

1 i uwumst Ho. w CBK'iijUT (Street 1

A

Pa Ee De S.

Books for the Holidays.

LONDON AND OI FORD EDITIONS OF TBI .

BIBLE AND PRATER BOOK.

rnnsTJiTTATion books.
BOOKS 07 DEVOTION

AMD SACRED POBTRT.

ALL THE NEW BOOKS 07 TUB
SEASON.

ALL BOOKS RETAILED AT WHOLE-
SALE P&ICES.

JUST ISSUED,
A New Book by the Avtbor of the "SCI10NBKRO-CTPA..PAMILT,- rt

TUB VICTORY OF THE VANQUISHED.

A Story of the First Century.

A New Book for Children, bv the Author of "STEP-
PING HEAVENWARD,"

THE PERCYS.

Published within a few days.

Several very handsome packages of

Chromes, Flowers, and Crones.
A large and elegant assortment of

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN,

TOT BOOKS, ETC. ETC.

PB0T. EPISCOPAL BOOK SOCIETY,

Ho. 1224 CHESNUT STREET,

PHILADELPHIA. HS MtuthaOtpp

. N. B. THIS STORE WILL BE OPEN IN THE
EVENINGS UNTIL AFTKR THE HOL1DAT8.

HOLIDAY GIFTS.
J. B. LIPriNCOTT CO.,

Wo. 71S and 717 1VIAII1TXSV St.
Invite attention to their

EXTENSIVE STOCK OF

STANDARD AND ILLUSTRATED

BOOKS,
AMERICAN AND ENGLISH, '

In various styles of Plain and Fine Binding,
SUITABLE FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

BLULZti AND r a A Y A-J30- 0 JLS
Ot verv YftrWtv nf aIza And rItIa nf Itiniltnflr- - ' "0 o

JUVENILE BOOKS,
BY POPULAR AUTHORS;

C0L0EED TOY BOOKS,
AT A VARIETY OF PRICES,

AND

A LARGE ASSORTMENT

OF

Foreign and Domestic Stationery,
Embracing Writing Desks, Pocket-book- s, Inkstands,

Chromos, Initial Paper in Boxes, Back-gamm-

Beards, Paint Boxes, etc.

Catalogue of Holiday Books furnished gratis, on
application.

J. B. L1PPINC0TT & CO..
Publishers, Booksellers, and Stationers,

No. TlO and TIT MARKET Street,
12 13 tuthstu4t PHILADELPHIA,

2 OLID A V PRESENTS!!

OF

XII12 HOLY BIBLE,
Family, Pulpit, and Photograph'Biblei.

PRESENTATION BIBLES,

CHRISIKA8,
WEDDING, and

BIRTHDAY
PR3SB3TS.

awi&cj, i laiciKu sun uraameuuu vesign,
equal to the London and Oxford editions, at lees
than half their prices.

Chain-Bac- k Albums.
The superiority of "TnE HARDING PATENT

FLEXIBLE CHAIN-BAC- ALBUM" over all others
heretofore manufactured will, upon the slightest
examination, be apparent to aX

Alio, a large assortment of Photograph Albums,
new and beautiful styles, made In the usual maratr.

TV, W. IIARJ3I3VO,
No. 326 CHESNUT STREET,

18 10 ltrp BELOW FOURTH 8TREBT.

LOOKING GLASSES, ETO.
J)ESIRABLE AND ELEGANT GIFTS

TOR CHRISTMAS. '

PICTURES of every character. Bngravinffs,
Chromos, etc. etc: New Moonlight Photographs;
Views In Southern India.

LOOKING-GLASSE- S.

SWISS CARVINOH, embracing almost every,
thing, at moderate prices, ranging from mc. up-

wards. Direct Importation iroui luterlakeo. Tbe
celebrated

ROOER8 GROUPS,
Sole Agency. Two new subjects now ready.

PORTFOLIOS. EASELS. New Folio-stand- s,

with our excellent patent fastening.
EARLE8' GALLERIES, open at aP. times, free. '

No. 816 CIIE8NUT STREET.
"

MATS AND OAPli
IMPROVED VENTILATEDnWABHURTOWB DATS (patented), in all

tbe Improved faabiona of the tea on, I'UE&Ki U'

I


