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THE LATEST LEGISLATIVE OUT-
RAGE.
Tun latost invention of the enemies of the
who were sent last fall to the Btate
Oapitol 4o swindle the publie, is a bill to es-
tablish & new asteam-looomotive railrond
Bhrongh tho heart of Fairmount Park. This
projeot would seem inoredibly audacions if
we did not remsmber that the voters of Phila-
dolphia lash fall re-elected members who were
guilty of supporting schemes only a few de-
grood loss infamoun, and if the belisf had not
boon gonerated that our oitizens will quietly
submit to any rascally wrong thess nnscrupu.-
lous adventurers may ohoose to perpe-
frate. All moem might have known that
groat ovils would inevitably result from the
grant of logialative powers to members who
were notorionsly indifferent to the welfare of
their constituents, but few could have sus-
peoted or feared that they would dare to lay
thoir aaorilogions hands upon Fairmount
Park, and intersect the territory set apart for
o sacred purpose by a tolally unnecessary
nteam railway line. Yet on Mondsy last Mr,
Miller introduced a bill into the Heuse, which
waareferrod to the Railroad Committes, provid-
ing for the incorporation of the Schuylkilland
Angora (or Angolia) Railroad Company, which
oonfers the power to consiruct astenm railway
dirpotly westward from the Qolumbia avenue
railroad bridge, throngh that portion of ihe
Park whioh lies west of the Sohuylkill, to
Fifty-fourth street, and thenoo in a southern
or southeastern direction, with incidental
to interseet the Park at other points,
sooret purposes of this act are not dis-
olosed, but some bright genius has probably
oonceived a plan whereby a few dollars may
be made by a gross violation of the rights of
the citizens of Philadelphia, and sad expe-
rionoe has demonstrated that ounr mis-
roprosontatives are ready to betray their
constituents for & share of the plun.
der gained by gross acls of robbery
and oppression. These heartless knaves care
nok if they render the expenditure of millions
of dollars by the taxpayers of Philadelphia
oomparatively useless, provided they can earn
their miserable bribes; but if the foroe of
publio opinion is mnot totally powerless, we
trost that & protoest will be made against this
lateat sohiome of villainy which will make our
venal logislative tyrants quail, and teach
them that the people still have a few rights
romaining which they are bound to respect.

THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH
PENALTY,

Iz is admitted on all sides at the present day,
that the punisnment of criminals is intended
primarily for the protection of society, and,
peoondly, for the reformation of offenders,
Punishmenta should be so severe and so cer-
tain that those who are disposed to outrage
the laws will be deterred from so doing, and
at the same time they should be of such a
nature as will permit of moral influsncs being
brought to bear upon the convict, to inspire
him if possible with a desire to lead a botter
life. Of all the ecrimes that come under the
semtonce of the law, that of murder is the
only one that modern eivilization has
adjudged to be of so heinous a character that
it oannot be expinted except by the lifs of
the murderer. All men shud-
der at the infliction of suoch
a penalty as this, and there are not a few
who dispute both the expediency or justice of
Hoclety taking the life of one of its members
under any ciroumstances. The objeot of the
death penalty is, or onght to be, not so muoh
vengeance for a wrong done to socicty as the
provention of the crime of murder by inspir-
fng thoso who may be disposed to commit it
with a wholesome dread of the gallows. The
disposition is every day growing strongsr fo
prevent the infliction of the death penalty
gxoept upon evidence of the most conelusive
character,

The more fact that a murderer is convioted
solely on ciroumslantial evidence is sufficient
with many persons to secure for him an
amonné of sympathy that materially inter-
fores with the administration of justice, and
those who interest thomselves most warmly
im such oases are frequently ardent advocates
of capital punishment in the abstract, Mr,
Marvin H. Bovee, in n letter in the Press of
this merning in favor of the abolition of the
déath penalty, urges the diffioulty of procur-
ing the conviction and punishment of mur-
dorers and the sympathy exocited in their
favor as reasons why the whole machinery of
the gallows should be done away with. We
think that Mr. Bovee is clearly mistaken as
to the extent of this sympathy in the
majority of oases where the guilt is clearly
demonatrated, and a search through the
records of the courts and the executive de-
partmenta at Harrisburg and Washington will
show that quite as much is done to shisld
from punishment offenders in other matters
a8 in that of murder, It is notoriously more
diffioult to weoure the conviction of certain
ontlaws who are guilty of nearly every crime
exoopt that of murder, and it is much easioer
Lo preoure a free pardon or a commutation of
the sentence of the oourts from the Execu-
tive. If Mr. Bovee's argument on this poind
hold good, the sympathies of society would
be against any punishment for orime what-
over. We know very well, however, that the
obstacles in the way of punishing certain
classes of offendors are entirely outside of 11
sympathios of society st large, and ave inci-

duhltoihwnupﬁonof oursmct gov- |

prumont.

With regard to the abolition of the desth
ponalty, however, the most imporbtant ques-
tion is, Will it have a tendenoy to diminish
the crime of murder? If this oan be demon-
stratod clearly and definitely, the questien of
the expediency and propristy of such achange
in our system of punishments would be nac-
rowed down to a fine point. This ianot a
more sentimental question, but il i one in
which every man, woman, and child in the
community that desires to be profected
from the knives, pisjols, and blud-
geons of the ruffilans who haunt goociety
is directly interested. If the temdency to
commit murder oan be diminished by the
adoption of another form of punishment, then
socieby will demand that the gallows shall be
sent after other relics of the dark ages that
modern oivilication bas oast away from ik
It in on this point that Mr, Bovee produces
his strongest argnments, and he asserts that
the abandonment of the death penalty has
been succeasfully tried in the States of Miochi-
gan, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. Mr.
Boves's proofs in support of his position are
ratber indefinite, but this phase of the subjeoct
is certainly well worthy of the consideration
of those who are desirous of removing sny
bratalizing eloments from the administration
of our laws, and who wish only that the pun-
ishments inflicted ufon criminals shall be
such as will deter from the commission of
erime,

THE METROPOLITAN POLICE BILL.
Tae Demooratio programme for defeating
the Metropolitan Police bill in the Sonate has
failed, despite the assessment of Mayor Fox's
force, and there appears to be a fair prospeoct
of its passage in the House. The new system
it proposes to insugurate is by no means un-
objectionable. It will give the city a partisan
police, and one which will unfortunately be
committed, in a large degres, to the personal
fortunes of the men who have misrepresentad
Philadelphia at Marrisburg. We should have
greatly preferred a measure free from this
serious defect, but it is wunfortunately
impoasible for the peopls to
obtain from the politicians of either
party what they should have, and in the choice
of evils we decidedly prefer a Republican to
a Demoeratic foros, and a permanent force to
one subjected to unoeasing changes. Noth.-
ing ocan be more injurious than the presant
mesthod of removing all the trained old police-
men whenever a pelitical revolution oconrs in
the year of a Mayor's elootion. ‘This evil, at
least, will bo averted by the new law; and it
would be better for all eclasses, and in the
end for all parties, if the Republioan Com-
missioners, in reconstructing the foroe, per-
mitted s portion of the most faithful and use-
ful of the Democratic policemen to retain
their present positions. What the peaeple
need is the maintenance of peacoe and order,
and the publio interests shonld not be made
subordinate to partisan considerations.

ART AND ARTISTS

Wx are called upon every day to congratu-
lato ourselves wpon the increasing demand
for pictures through the country. *“There can
be no surer sign of the nation's progress in re-
finement and culture,” ery the artists, ‘‘than
the growing wish of the people to make beau-
tiful their homes; art is waking from her
long sleep,” eto. ete,

Now there are two sides to every subjeot;
and it is as well, perhaps, for our provimoial
readers that the roverse of this flattering tale
should be told. It is quite true that the de-
mand for pictures, good and bad, has jn-
creagsed to an unprecedented extent in the
last five years. Chromos, and now the really
valuable carbon-photographs, have in & great
measure satisfled this popular whim, if whim
it is. There are also in Philadelphis and
New York three or four reliable dealsrs
through whom good paintings, American and
foreign, can be prooured, which are what they
profess to be,

But aside from these there are in both
citiea a horde of inferior traders from whom
ecomen the present incessant olamor abont
art, They discourse learnedly of chiaro-
oscura, of tone, and breadth and ehis.
Usually, they profess to sell only the works
of European masters, assuring us gravely that
our country is too young to worthily saeri-
fice to art, They hold oocasional auctions in
the senboard cities, but the largest part of
these sales are made in the interior, the South
and West, to which they oontinually send
‘“private colleotions,” Dusseldorf gallsries,
ste., oto. There are emough *“‘undoubted old
masters,"” or gems of Herzog and Achen-
bach, saattered through the country to maks
hideons every brick wall in Philadelphia.

Smith, baving made his fortune in Pitts-
burg or Chicago, builds his villa out of town,
and comen East with an odd thousand or two
to buy & lundscape, or a brace of them, for
his parlors. He finds a genuine antique in
the dingy suction room, which the dealsr
adroitly fixes at a point just above his paltry
thousand. He straing a poiné and goes off
triumphant with his prize, to be known there-
after as a patron of art in his native town,
He does not notice the young fellow behind
bim in the auctiom room, stroking his whis-
kers with a sickly smile, That is young
Jobnson, who furnished the antigue yester-
day for fifteen dollars, as per contract. There
are a dozen more young fellows who, like
Johnson, supply the gems at so much per
CALYAS,

A few years ago they were known as young
men of promise and ambition. Nobody hears
of them now. But it is gince their disappear-
ance that so many masterpieces find their
way from the European market to our shores,

This business is oarried on much more ex-
tensively in New York than here. But not
only are needy young artists in Philadelphia
bought up by the traders, but, we regret to say,
some of & higher grade, for whom the tempta-
tion of ten or fifteen dollars for an hour's
work provea too much for their loyalty to art.
Wo know one young fellow who recognized
soventeen of his own five-dollar daubs in the
paintings of the German school belonging to
# groat flnancier in the eity, who had given

oarta blanohs ordam to have his ooal-bin and
gellory filled by the appropriate dsalers.

But, after all, who ie the worse for all this}
The buysr congratulates himuolf; the trader
sursly has no reason to complain, and Jehn-
son throws off half a dowen gems a day, and
keops the pol boiling theraby and plenty in
it beside. Yet we queation whether Johuson,
oatching a glimpee of power in his trashy
nkotohos now and then, does not contrast, with
» sudden twinge, his ewn ignominous comfort
and old Haydon, starved and defeated, lying
dead beside his great work—‘‘siretohed too
long upon the rack of this tough world."
Whether he does not wonder if it bealtogother
#o well with him and with art as the sue-
tionsers nesert, and if he playsd the best part
in sslling himself and her so cheaply.

ENGLISH EMIGRATION.
Trn question of finding the means of sub-
aistence for a large portion of the labering
population is now being agitated in Hngland
in & manner that is likely to give ik a pre-
cadence over tho regulation of the Irish land
tenure, the adoption of the ballot, and other
matters of like character that have of late
ocoupied publio attention. The impoverished
oondition of the Bnglish laboring olasses has
been forced npon the notics of thse Govern.
ment, and as the most sfficient means of relief
a loud demand has been made for aid from the
publio treasnry to promote emigration. But
here a difficulty of moment presents itself

~ the trained [English artisan, un-
like the Irish laborer, does mot de-
piro [to oemigrate i he oan  help

it, and if he does remove either to Australia
or America, he is like a fish out of water, and
for most of the work demanded of him he
in ns incapnble as a ohild. Mr, Goldwin
Smith was so ignorant of the ideas, eduoa-
tion, habits, and training of this olass of his
countrymen, as to indace a number of them
to come to the United States somo months
ago with the assurance that they wounld find
plenty of work and remunerative wages, 1he
result was a grievous disappointment to both
partiss. The men found themselves brought
into competition with American workmen who
could not do some one special thing as well
as they could, but who sere able to do alittle
of everything in a manner satisfactory
to their employers. One Englishman
could mokeo doors, but he could
not fit window frames or put down
flooring or do any other branch of earpenter-
ing but the one in whioh he had been trained,
and so it was with the whole set. They ceuld
not find steady employment in their special-
ities, and they ware incowpetent to do any-
thing else. The English journals are begin-
ning to see that horein lie the diffiounlties of
emigration schemes for benefiting the super-
abundant population of their great cities, and
they are endeavesring to drum into the thick
heads of their skilled artisans that in a new
country perfeot workmanship within a limited
sphere is not the most desirable thing for a
man who wishea to make his way in the
word. On this point the London Spectaior
says, with a true appreciation of the actunal

state of the case:—

‘“White olties are suffering thus from a re-
dunduncy of labor, from the presence of men for
whom they can fiud nelther work nor foed, other
territories all over the wurld are sufforing a.lmm: as
wuch from insuMolent populasion. There 18 in
Cunada, the United States, Australla, Now Zealuod
ana South Africa, in the vast region, thut is, owned
by men wao speak English and who welcome Eng-
lishmen, & farm of Afty acres or a wage of 108 a duy
for every able-bodied man who chooses to go and

work & lttle barder there than he did hers, who o
fact honesly wilis to maks money by woil. 'Natal in
partieular offers 0ty acres in free gift, Reams of

slatements have been published on this subjeo
written by men of every variety of opinlon—we our-
selvea have published quires—but the stories all
come baok to this, that for the man who can work
hard upon land, who can plo &m ar dig, or thatoh,
or put up ruugh walls, or fall ber, or ‘garden,’ or
do rough carpentry, or drive horses, or do any man-
ner of iron work, or paint, or in faoct do anything of
any ‘hard' Kind, there 8 ln the Union, ln Cunada,
in the Austrpiins, and atf Natal ro %lo.q
to be had, without waiting o

of dissppointment, and with no mnarm drawback
except one, He mwat give up some of his dignity, i

dlnn { with huu means doing one little bit of work,
ay br otlu,lu rm erfection. Ie must learn to do
mgthjng. in his own trade Jack-of-all-

work, to be, In fact, an eMolent human belng in-
Btead of & Arst-olass artisan. Subject to that condi-
tion, which we are well aware (8 of all sonditions
the one monat keenly resented by skilled labor, suc-
oegs I8 oertain, and sucoess means for all, exoept
the very bu;, mmpnrut.lve luxury, an overplus of
food, good , gond chanou money to put by,
and h-anhln: n;u- 6 bables.”
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Another Haunted l.lmo-——llut.llulu In Hpring-

The Illingls Stale Journal has the following: —
We hear that a palatial residence on North
Ilinols street is l.u let. It is at presont, and has
been for some Ume, occupied by oneof our
merchant princes, who has, until quite recenily,
found it all his fancy and that of the real estate
:{:ﬂn palnted it, belong alegnn;llj and substhn-
ally built and fitted up with all the modern [m-
Krovcmauta Quite recently, however, things
ave not gone to siit him lu this elegant home,
and, much as he dislikes mmlng.ﬁu Is comn-
strained o hunt another bome, or else submit to
have his slumber sustain com »ound and commi-
nuted fracture by such “‘carryin's on and cuttin'a
up” as ho don't approve of. Sirange nolses nre
bheard—mostly raps—on the floors, doors,
windows, tubles, nud everything wooden, Tablos
and chairs are overturned, and the racket ia
sufficient 1o become & serlous snnoyance, aglde
from the uncomfortable feeling of not knowlag
bow it ls produced.
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There is no Inducement

WHICH PURCHASERS OF CROTHING
CAN DESIRE
TO HAVE OFFERED
TO THEM
WHICH WE ARE NOT

PREPARED TO OFFER.

And we otfer CHEAP,
CHEAPRER,
CHEAPREST,

Every particle of our still remaining stock of
WINTER CLOTHING,

Whilo these ciothes are elegant and beautiful,
made of the best material, out and trimmed (a the
choleest style, yet they were not mude only

TO BE ADMIRED.
Every doliar's worth of them was mado expreasly

TO BE SOLD.

The consequence of which s that we are

NOW SELLINC THEM.

Belling OFF Clothes to be put ON |
Selling OFF Clothes to be put ON |
Selling OFF Clothes to be put ON |

COME, SEE OUR :NDUUKIIENTH
AT THN
GREAT BROWN HALL
or

ROCKHILL & WILSON,

608 and 600 CHESNUT Street,

! . B PEII.LDILPHI.L
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EVANS & LEACH,
No. 628 MARKET STREET,
: 1.l ._Blln!' PHILADBLPHIA.
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bulldings five stories high. Possession May 1, LIim. Ad
dresa THOMAS B. FLETCHER,
13 lost Delanco, M. J,
TO RENT.—-THE SBECOND AND THIRD-
story rooms, No. 807 OHESNUT Street, handsomely
fitked up, and very desirable for s Notion, Dry Goods, or

Fanoy Goods Jobbing Business. Ohewsp to s good tenant,
Fixtares for sale low, Apply to

EDWARD FERRIS,
Ko, 8" OHESKRUT T Hteoot, up staire
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i Lu.P
___f&’" No. 64 North SKVENTH Siros

DLOTHB. OAB.IMEREU. ETO.

Bacoesaors to JAMES & LER,

Neo. 11 North SECOND Sireet,
Sign of the Golden Lamb,
Are now closing ont thelr satire stock of

Winter G oods,

Constting of OLOTHS, OASSIMERES, VEST-
INGSB, oto., of the bost makes and finest texturs,
which they are solling far below importers’ prioos,
preparatory to the reveption of thelr BFRING STOUK
or BOOD& lllll__

THE FINE ARTS.
C. F» HASELTINES

Galleries of the Arts,
No, 1126 OHESNUT STRERT.
THE AUTOTYPES
AND
LANDSCAPEHES
HAVE ARRIVED,

o GLOWE. g || n
REWARD.—LOST OR BTOLIN
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WISTAR & BOULTON.
227 BOUTH FIFTH BTRERT,
HEATING DY
STEAM OR HOT WATER.
PLANS OF PIPE OUT TO ORDER

Noe.

UNDRIES AND CULINARY AFPPARATUS
FITTED UT, 11 98 Smbp

JAMES & HUB!I,.

_ BEWING MAOHINES
WHIILIR & WILSON'S

OVER G50 NOW IN USH.
EEAMINE IT BEFORN BUYING ANY OTHNR

Sold on Lease Plan 810 Por NMonth,
PETERSON & CARFPEHYTESR,
GENERAL AGENTS,

No. 914 CHESNUT Street,
85 fmwi

———

INGURANOR.

TWENTY- SEBUIIJ ANNUAL REPORT

PENN IIITUAL
Life Insurance Company.

OF¥ICR:
No.921 CHESNUT Street, Philadelphis.
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At an olection beld st the offies of the CUompany om
MONDAY, Janoary §. 170, the following namesd gestle-
men wore chossn Trusteos 1o serve for threo years, vis,

Joba G, Brennsr, Joseph H. Trotber,
Beajamin Ocates, William H., Korn,
Richard 8. Nowbold, Jamos Haston,

Av s mosting of the Hoard of Trustoss, hold the IVl

instans, the following officers were duly olooted :—
BAMUEL O, HURKY, President,
BAMUKL E. STOKES, Vice-Presideat.
JOHN W, HORNOR, A. V. P, sad Aotuary.
HORATIO 5. BSTRPHRNS, Boorotary.

And at a subsoquent meeting of the Board, Heury O,
Mdeulemmuﬂlltnmmh
the eleotion of Bamael O. Huoy to the Prosidenoy,

Tha Beard have declared a Sorip Dividend of FORTY
PER OENT. upon the premium paid in 1500, on all pel -
olea in foroes December §1, 1883, and have decidod 8o re-
ooive the sorip oertificstes of the yoar 15§ in redustiss
of premiwms as Lhey mature,

TRUBTEESA,
Theophilus Paulding, Jobin G, Breaner,
Edmund A. Souder, Beajumin Ooatles,

. Bamuel K, Stokas, Richard B, Nowbold,
Heury U. Townsénd, James B. MoFecland,
Thomss W, Davia, William 1", Haoker,
Joseph M, P. Price, Josoph H. Trottar,
Samoal A. Bispham, Willine H. Korn,
Rodolphus Kont, Jamea Euston,
Bamuel J. Uhristisn, Edward M, Noodlos,
James O, Pease, Oharles Watson,
Wamer M, Rasin, Bilwocd Johmson,
Froderie A Hoyt, Jolin (. Repplier,
Henry 0. Howall, John A. Neadlos, Bakt.
Chiristian J. Hoffman

HOLIOITOR,
HENRY O TOWNSEND.
MREDIOAL MXAMINRIS,

EDWAED HARTSHORNE, bl. D, 1400 Walnut steest.
EDWARD A, PFAGE, M. D., Uli Walout stresd,
In sttendance st the oo of the Company from 1 te 8
P. M. dally.
SAMUEL 0. HUEY,

PRESIDRENT,
SAMUEL E. STOKES,
VIOR PRESIDENT.
JOHN W. HORNOR,
A V. P.sad AOTUARY.
M, 8, STEPHENS,
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