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cutiosity; and the oritical resder will find in
it enough merit to cendone for the erronsons
fmputation as to Alia motives of the suthor of

| the *“Trae Story of Lord and Lady Byron.”]

Although. it canuot be denisd that the im-
praved I.:Etto and higher moral sense of the
mote educated claskes, both in England and
Amorma, have completely driven the plays of
Willinm Shikespeare from the stage, yet this
advanoce is nni‘urtmtaly more than connter-

balanced b, enormous inérease of cheap
diﬂu:u of‘:in works, fssuing from a
t and vanal press; bringing the

unreflecting populace and guilcless youth
ofbot.h em:ntriaa again under the power of
that brilliant and seductive gunun, from
which it was hoped they had sscaped.

In order still further to ensnare and allnre
the thonghtless, these cheap editions are too
often garnished with biographioal netices of
the suthor's life, described in garish and at-
tractive language; and the edifors of thess
dangerons works, not content with exalting

tﬁa skies a genius only too likely to ‘en-
olunl and entliral ‘the unwary,

by ﬂNﬂJﬁl y répeating as trath
somo adulation la upon Mr, Shake-
spearé by the boon companions of the tavern.
wherein he was acoustomed Lo seek oblivion

of the darle thoughts by which his soul was
haunted, in the wildest excesses of madden-

in%ntoxinatlnn.

ns'itis upon the authon;f of his fellow-
rioters that we are repeatedly told that he
Wis &

endeavor to

repeatin the

“Gentla gpirit, from whoes pen
Large streams of hongy and sweet nedtar flow,”

#The man whom Natare's self had made
Te moek herself, and Truth to Imitate
With kingily counlrt. audar gnimic shadé ;
Our pieasant Wily."
Truth to imitats! we shall presently soe
with fell intent. Again, it bas been said: —

“A gentler shepherd nowhers may be found,”

Buch is the magioc of genins, sven when the
lifo of its posscssor is knotrnl to have been
one of lewd and unhallowed not, that it'is a
fact that the poet’s personality, and hap-
piness have an inferest for the w
civilized world, which we will venture to say was

elled. It is within the writer's recol-

on how, in the obscure mountain town

where she spent her early days, the life of

‘William Bhakespeare had pen , and the

belief in the genticness of "i’a.ncy s child” was
mniversal.

All this while it does not appear to ocenr to
the thousands of unreflecting readers that
they are listening merely to the story of his
fellow-mummers, and that the one witness
whose evidence would be best worth having
has never spoken at all. Nay, more, this wit-
nam, Wauhap?{ but devoted wife, who was

of an almost supe
powar of moral divination, and & grasp of tha
very highest and most comprehensive:
that made her lightest opinions singularly
impressive, has been assumed to have been
nnworthy of ber. agcomplished busband; and
the artless Mr. Moore, dinhis life of the
latel mmnkad demon,. Lord Byton, thus
allu to this ' angelic ‘woman:—'' B
whmwr auatmtﬁ‘! temper or habits the
poets Dante and Milton may have drawn nipon
themselves such a fate, it might be expeoted
that the ‘gentle Bhakespeare’ wounld have
stood exempt from the'common calamity of
his ‘brethfen. But amongst the very few
faoh of his life that have been tranamitted to
ns is none more clearly proved than the |
egs of his

It was of this one wil.naaa whose faithful

were sealed b lﬂnnhon and of her terri-

e existence ';: h.ntﬁmlg :la- i try
in London, shut u nely eoun
‘home made hideous E: iﬁ; by her know
of the dark and guilty secret hidden wit
its walls, that the poet was evidently thinking
when he wrote the awful lines: —

“fm that T am forbid
tell t he aeerats

could o tale narom. wmntnmt ward
onld harrow up

‘but she remained lnlent, cven to her own pa-
ronts, whose feelings she magnanimously

The veil which has hitherto coversd this
dark history mey nowbe withdrawn. The
time has come en the tiuth may be toid.
All the aetors in the scens have lon hﬂap
peared from the stage of mortal e

and let us have faith to haepe, int.o a

where they wonld desire to expiate their
Il.ultn instituting—did not the In of
time unfortunately render all soientific inves.

tion useloss—da coroner's inguest upon the
remains which, several centuries - earlier,
wowld have been found beneath s certain
crab and & certain mulbairy tree, in the vi.u:.

nity of Btntford-uponvon
the height at which he might Inu
been ai & most snocessful dramatist,

nnd the hmsband o!“m almost dlﬂne mn
Mz, Shakespenre fell into the do

criminal homicide, ssxisted; in t{u hlta.': part

of his caveer, by a blood relation—discovery

must have been utter rain and expulsion from

eivilized wociety.

From hcnoo[orth this  guilty, 'damuing
secret became the ruling force of his life—
ho him with a morbid fascination, yet
with remorse and anguish and in-
{ detection. various friends,

be was wrelehed, pressed ar-
pon

an hoor of reckless desperation, he pro.
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wrole a very bnnh!nl letter, It r thlu.~
““To the oslestial, my soul's idol,

beatified Anne Hathaway, In I.w:‘e:oallanl

white bosom, these:—
“Doy ra are i -'
: gy that the | :nn e movr
Donm lruuml.un
Bot never doubt I love. )

gnient of the unthinking reader-4
mf

with his name, there came an hour of revela-
tion—an hour when, in a manner which left
no kind of room for doubt, she beheld her
husband !ntnrrh:g the corpse ‘of onoof those
unfortunate minor playwrights, whom he had
# morbid ion for deatroying, after purluin-
ing the lﬁ of their inférior dramas, which
his genius then rendered immortal, and saw
the full depth of the abyss of infamy which
her marringe was expected to ocover; and nn.
derstood t lEmt ghe was expected to be the
wloake and the sccomplice of this villany, It
was to their lonely country house in Warwick-
shire that the victims were one by one enticed
by him, when he returned there from the wild
orgies of his tavern life in London; and thers
gan be no doubt that & dark suspioion of the
drendful truth had flashed across the mind of
the Robert Greene, when he wrote
hin dying etimrtuliou to his frieudn. warning
them against the “‘painted monsters” of whom
ﬁl.akamem 8 troop was composed:—*‘Yes,
truft them notf; for there is among them an
tart erow, benutified with our fnathem,
with his tiger's heart wrapped in a
r's_ hide,” ete; and even Dr. Johuson,
hough he sppears to hinve beon too careless
or too obtnss to panetrats farther into the
my , admits that *‘he fled to London from
the terror of a criminal prosecution.”

The hasty marrisge of a yonth scarcely
nineteen with a woman of twenty-six is thus
explained. He required an sccomplice, a
cloak; a gentle, uncompluining wife to dwell
in mm in the lonely conntry house this
London roisterer was compelled to maintain
at a distance from the scene of his dramatio
trimmphs,

Wae have said that the young wife now be-
held the full depths of the infamy her mar-
riage was to cover. Il was then that he
bade her im his own foreible and terrible
words: —

“look thou down Into this den
And see n Iuarf.nl Eight of blood and death,
. L . - L -

All on & heap ke to s slanghtered lamb
ll'l this deteate:t dark, blood-drinking pit,
this fell devouriag recepiacle
As lmsl‘ul as Oocytrm misty mouth.
Look for thy reward
Among the nettics at the elder tree
Which overtiangs the mouth of this same pit."”

The evidences of an agonized conscience
are so thickly strewn throughout his works,
that we might almost quote at random:—

“F, us his host
That should against his mrdorar shat the door,
Not bear the knife myself.’
“‘Oh, my offense is rank, it smalls to Heaven,
It hath the primal eldest curse upon it."

““Now doth he feel
His seeret murders sticking on his hands,”

‘“Better be she dead

Whom we, 10 gain our peace, have sent to pesce.”
*“And all our yesterdays,
Have lighted fools to dusty death,”
“What if this cursed hand
Were thicker than itself with brother's blood.”
“Oh, wretohed state,

Oh, bosom blackas death,” ete, eto,

Any one who reads the tragedies of Wue-
beth, Hawmlet, Titus Androntous, eto., with
this story in Nié mind, will see that it is true,

Many women would have beon utterly

to Anns Hathaway. The warld woll|

crushed by such a disclosure: some would
have fled from him :mmn(hntaiy, and exposad
and denounced the crime, Mrs, Bhakespears
did neither, She would neither leave her
husband nor betray bhim; nor would ghe for
one moment justify his sin and hence eame
thirty-two years of convalsive struggle, in
which sometimes for a time the oof angal
appeared to gain ground, and then the eyil
one returned with sevenfold vehomance,

His eldest  daughter, Busanns, for whom his

eference is 8o plainl hLlllmm in his will,

e t-ha partner of t. Mr. Shake.

ed his case with her, with his

nnble o, and with himael!, with all the
gophistries of his powerful mind:—

“Po what you will, to you it doth belong

\ oursell to pardon of seif-doing erime,

' "I'ia better to be vile, than vile esteemed.”

‘1 will aequaintance stravigle, and look strange.”

“No more be grieved at that which thous-hast done:

Roses have thorns, and silver fountains muod;

Cloud and eclipses stain both moon and sun

And loathsome canker Jives in sweetest bud,

All men make faulta, and even 1 In this,

Authorizing tr with co

Myself carrupl ng, s8lving thy amiss,

Excusing thy sins more than thy sins are.’

These devilish sophistries, t.hough unable
to shake his lofty-minded wife, were ruinons
to the nnfortunate child of sin, bern with a
eurse upon her, over whose wayward nature
Mrs. Bhakespeare waiched with a mother's
tenderness; though the task was a diffioult
one, from the strange, abnormal propensity
to murder inherited by the object of her
cgres, But thongh he could thus warp this
young soul, his divine wife followed him
through all his sophistical reasonings with a
keener reason. Bhe besought and implored
him in the name of his better nature and by
all the glorious things he was capible of being
and doing; and she had just power enoughito
convulse and agonize, but not power enongh
to subdue.

These thirty-two years, during which Mrs,
Shakespesre was. struggling to bring her
husband baok to his beiter self, were n series
of passionate convulsions, Tomdn tha last
she and her husband saw less and less of
each other, and he came wmore decidedly
under evil influences, and sesmed to acqnirs
a sort of hatred'to her.

“If are 1 loved hor, all that iove 18 gone;

My heart to her'but a8 In guest-wise sojousnad,

He hgd tei g hisstrength with her fully; he
bad attempted to confuse her sense of righz
and wms. and bring her into the ranks of
those econvemient women who ragn.ﬂl ninr-
risge ué & sort of friendl umr
murder on both wides, n lnrh

to her the Continental gities whuo
ong were habitual I.I:ung-s,
marriages in which complsisant

mutually agreed to f for
uneh. m;d'a. ;:?: her to under-
nlam could she bave 4

the :
woman who had Jalready h.rmdto wkdbywwymdmaﬂy bruhllty,

olear Bivining, ‘moral discrimination; naver
mistaking wrong for right in tlulllghhst

» ‘degrae; fully alive to the eriminality of Mr.

Shakespeare and his guilty dsughter's mur.
derous proceedings; yot with & moreifulness
that made allowance for every wenkness and
pitied every sin. On one cocasion, after their
removal to New Place, she oame wupon him,
sitting with the partner of his guilt, beneath
the fatal mul me Bhe wenL up to
them, and he, lookin the ve
among the nettien, wi n aaroaﬁe wmile, paid;
“‘When wil) those three down thers meet us
?I
She answered, ‘‘Not in Heaven, I faar.”
During all this trial, » lnﬂe to say, her be-
lief that the good in Mr. Shakespeare would
finally conquer, remained unshaken. She
forgave him oven the cruelty with which he
atrove to make her ridioulons in the eyes of
the world, by his constant allusions to her
being older than himself, and his false and
unmanly attacks npon her disposition:—
“T'oo old, by Heaven ! still et the womnn take
An elder than hersell.”
“Crabbed age and youth cannot live together,”
“Age, 1 do abhor thee!
Age, I do defy thee.”
“0 spite! too old to be engaged to ycmng:"
“Cuarstey than aho: why, "tis iImpossible |
**As old s Sibyl. and an carst and shrewi
As Bocrates’ Xantippe, or a worse,
All thess and more ribald and unmanly in-
sults and obscenity fell at her pitying feet
unheeded,
It bas been thought by some friends who
bave read the proof-sheets of the foregoing
g, that the author should give more spe.
.ﬁmlly her authority for these statements,
The great-great-grandmotherof the present
writer was one of those pilgrim mothers, de-
voted companion of certain [fruq widaly known
but surely not less deserving pilgrim fathers,
who were despatched at the expense of an
effete mother country to assist in colonizing
the British possessions of the American gon-
tinent. The wriler's venerable ancestor and
namesake, Mistress H— B. Cherstow, had
oceasion, before quitting her native l.snd, to
vigit Warwickahire. and the cireumstances
which led her there at that time originated &
friendship and correspondence with Mistress
Shakespeare, which was always regarded as-
one of the greatest acquisitions of that visit,
Bhe there received a letter from Mrs. Shake-
speare, indicating that she wished to have
gsome private, confidential eommunication
upon important subjects, and inviting her for
that purpose to spend a day with her at her
country-seat near Btmtl'ord
Mrd, H— B, Cherstow went, and spent a
day with Mrs. Shak alone, and the
object of the invitation was explained to her,
Mrs, Bhakespeare was in such a state of health
that her physician, worthy Dr. Hall (the hus-
band of the abnormal offspring “born in
bitterness and nurtured in convulsion”), had
warned her that she had very liftle time to
live. Bhe was enga in those duties and.
retrospeetions, which every thoughtful person
fin_s necessary when eoming deliberately and
with open eyes to the boundaries of this
mortal life,
M that period some chenp performances. of
Mr. Shakespeare’s plays at the Globe Theatre.
were in contemplation, intended to bring his
works before the eyes of the masses. Under
these circumstances, some of Mrs. Shakes-
re's friends had proposed the ¢uestion to
ex Wolether she had ot a résponsihility to
mociety for the truth,; whether she id right
to_allow those dramas to guin influance over
the lar minid, by giving & silent consent
tow the knew to be utter falsehoods,
Mrs, nkespeare's whole life had been
passed in ﬂu most heroie salf-abnegation and
self -saorifice, and she had now to oconsider
whether one more act of pelf-denial was not
required of her before leaving this world—
namely, to declare the absolate truth, no
matter at what expense to her feelings,
- For this reason it was her d.uireto recount
the whole history to a person wholly out of
the sphere of theatrical or local fealings,
which might be sppposed to influsnce those
balonglng to the county, or to the feuion
in life in which the events reall Eo
in order that he might she hel hy such a
E:rmﬂn 's views in making up an opinion as to
own duty
The inlemew had almost the solemnity of a
death-bed avowal. Mrs. Bhakespeara stated
the facts whioh have been embodied above,
and gave to the writer's revered ancestor—
the to bear the henceforth immortsl
name of H— B. Cherstow—a brief memo-
randum of the whole, with the dates affixed.
The ‘words and sctions of Mra, Shakes
during the last part of her life seemed more
like those of a blessed being, detached from
earth, than those of an mortal,
Y B. Cherstow
wad Mrs.

Bhakespeare's conviclion t . Bhake. |
BPOOTe WAS NOW 0. rodmnod:lpmt,udth.t
he looked back with shame and regret on the

immense destraotion of human life of whidh
he had been guilt.y, and that, if he ecould
spéak or act in the oase, he would desire to
prohibit the representation of those danger-
OIII the seductive poetry of which ha
had made the vehicle &f put;linrhn; lo;e of

¥ on for bury-"
d.nﬁ:n!ellow-phywrighu beneath the mul-

m Shuenpur" ll.rungld‘zhﬂoscg»hicﬂ

wae one of thoss unfortungtely con-

tuted J:-i'ms in whom ‘.t::‘l:ﬂ;n: ot A

tically &  alw B

towards insanity, and that

of his life he waa 8o far |

of mental disorder as not
le for his actions.

"day or two o the condideratio

Ay, that I had not dono & thousand more,

B e ke o S e

&!’ i the compaut oy carsc)

As kil a mau ory else doviee his death.”

Mrs, H— B. Chezstow was so impressed and
excited by the whole seéens and the reeital,
that she beggd for two or three to delibe-
rate bdoro orming an opinion. Bhe took the
memorandum wﬂh her to London, and gave a

h&o‘ the sub-
ject,. She wrote to Mrs S e that
while this act of consideration for l.he moraly
of the people of England did seem to be
ot if these dreadful disclosures
were pub during the lifetime of Mistress
Busannah Hall, her husband, or relations,
some steps might probably be taken to vindi-
oste Ner reputation and Mr. Shakespears's
memory: but that by waiting natil they should
all have been called to their account, there
would be nopossibility of refuting the nhnrgu
contained in the memorandwmn, which would
thus become a dooument of congiderable
marketable valoe.

There is no doubt that the present writer's
venerable ancestor was influenced§in making
these remarks by thad prudent forethought
for the worldly advancement of her family
which regulated her dourse through life, and
has caused her memory to be gratef
yered by whole generations of Cherstows; lho
probably foresaw that, if published at a fitting

moment, these dreadful disclosures might he
made instrumental, under Providence,
viding meat for those infant blossoms of the
Cherstow family she was abont te pondugt to
America.

After the death of the first H— B. Char-
stow, her descendants sought eagerly among
her pa for the important memorandum in
question; but failed to discover it, and, in-
deed, it had long been supposed to be i irrevo-
cably lost or destroyed, when the providential
fnll through dry rot) of the honse inhabited

o first generation of Cherstows brought
misaing document to light, when it was
at once iated by the present writer, as
/an invaluable means of doing justice to tha
memory of one whom she considers the most
remarkable woman the sixtesnth century
bas produced. No such memoir has
:Erw on thé part of her friends, and
Shakespeare's edilors have the ear of
the publie; sowing far and wide those peisen~
ous effusions of h ngenms, which are eagerly
gathered up and r
community. .

However, Anne Hathaw sy Shakespeare has
an American name, and an American exist-
ence, and reverence for pure womanhood is,
we think, proved, by these pages, to be an
American ch.mwterlstlc nnd what is even
more to the Eoint there ean be little doubt
of the profit likely to accrue to one specimen

{1 ré American womanhood through their
ication by, it is hoped, a not unworthy
desoendant. of the original H— B, Oherstow,
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