A ysrtT TO YESUVIUS,

”-wfw Kvery Saturday from (he Allge-
4 ¢ Heltung, .

The two points of allraction of my last
Jialian jonrmey lay above on Vesavins asd
pelow in subterranean Roms. Im the Roman
eatacombs we kad for onr distinguished guide
a prince of the Church, who devotes himsell
30 their investigation io conjunction and alter-
nately with Rogel. The great results of suoh
stodies are now known, and a more natural
and correct picture of the flest centuries of
Christendom i8 prodnoced than those obscure
representations of death-like paleness aund
the darkness of the grave. [ wished on
Vaﬁl‘l\'il’lﬁ- ten limee over, for a svientifio gllillﬁ.
How mauy dark se rets lia ]It“rii.l"_‘d .'I"ﬂuu(i
il Longingly I thonght, amid the smoke and
roaring of the voloano, of my hm_mrarl lem'}mr
at Gittingen who oplivened his sparkling
guulﬂg'luﬂ[ leotnres with a l-..n!li.'l\l .it.ll'."l“-il)l-\.
Another new sourcs of rick racollections | now
tound in Italy. But this lay neither above nor
beneath the earthi the best part of I

s
eomen to the orowd of preity cofintry girl
this is indeed true, at loast for many Bn:n ol
the German world. The most besntifal ol i
women, however, Italy cerialply has; theid
one is always more plotaresque than another,

It was Iate in the pight when we arrived at
the well-known inn “To Diomed,"" which liea
close to the gates of Pompell. One fiads
lodging at need there. The upper room opeis
on & broad baleony. We stepped out. The
wide atarry heaven shone and sparkled with
great power and brilllaccy. The millions of
stars looked down so earnestly and solemnly,
and yot the night was so unspeakably miid
and beantifl, foll of softly breathing per-
fuames, of eecret charms, as if benesth the vail
‘of the gentle darkness were hid many awesl
gecrete, The old experience occurred to me,
that Italy gives us Northerners a piecs of the
magionl charms and poerlls of the Tropics.
Nature here ogmes g0 cordially near us,
yet in‘her gentls embrace liea something
which softly geizen on the nerves of the sonl,
and digeolves thought and will in delightful
sengation.

Next morning we departed al daybreak. It
was a4 wonderful morning, the 27th Apri),
freshh and colored .and bright everywhare.
April, the Itallan woeth of fHowars, had not
brought us thie year muck good; it had been a
’ very damp April in Rome, & bitter northern
a8 in Kaulbach’s Battle of the Hnous, in the companion. l:qt thoge last daya at the Bay
air. It was the spirits of the old Goths, w hio, | i‘;t;:l;ﬂl;l:a:“tl.“.illlu'-nr’: :[M--Lj n};‘tlji‘s: with u»-_,lnﬂl:v

: . | i o DA, 1eIwWove LIALY '8 golden Ban aud B

UrER S8 "“.m Ul'thmr “'i‘;”l :i}r{.o{.ll:{r?" nl::]p‘r | wealth of flowers. The .‘h;-e-i blossomead mn..-::

over the half-buried tomb of Tueodorio, OVE hedges aud walls. The broad cactnses and

that wide, solitary p[uf_' forest by the H"l”-hl'," nloes shiope leaden green in the gup, and the
spn, go hither and thither In the air, monrn- h\-lu:cl*!ﬂ geemed l»nrlp.li in vite leaves.

ighl hat they were slain #0 sooun. n Borco tre Cage the people put their heads

:ngln::;l“z:f::ﬁ: fled .:h\'}' cannot guit the out of the windows, and my companion often

et, n} ) Ligadd ¥ A L ]

Hoatad

; ; received a friendly “Farly up, early up!
gight of that beantiful land in which Gothic | bella donna Bal egcarcely had we Ioft the
virtne wae at least able to establish permaoent | town bebind ue than three wmen with cords

forms of government,

Yot of Ravenns aud the catacombz parhapa
another time; now | would tell of oar visit to
Vesnviug. . _

We had sctually given it up, The mountain
was too uneasy. As soon a8 it was dusk in
Naplag, the red tuft of Name shone npon its
heights, threatening and .-.ulx'lf;l.u. All night
through oue saw every couple of mioates
the summit veiled io smoke snd fire. In
Pompeil every ous said, it I8 exosadingly
davgerous—impossible to olimb up to the
orater. Travellers who had come dewn from

and sticks came Lroltiog by our side. | koew
the fellows from old experience, and prepared
mygell for an endless clatter of words to the
top of Vesuvius, It did not last long, how-
| ever; wo gaw them moving up to the moun-
tain, grey poiots on the dark ground. They
geerned go lazy, yeot proceeded so rapidly. =
The vineyards svcowpanied us far np the
heights, when the guldes and horges had been
long eince wading in lava gravel. Wharever
there wae an opening in the black lava rab.
bigl & pair of vines gpread their green loaves

[ in the dry desert. At leugth they oveaged,
the monntains had scarcely seen anything but | here aud there wore atill to Lo found coarse
the current of lava which had broken out at | tufts of graes, liven these soon baoame
the conae of ashes. There did not seem to be | searcer, and graduaily we were enrrounded
gufficient to compeveate us, that I shonld ask | by the Dblack waste. Nature, when she
my lady companion to nudergo the pain and | rages in her primitive fury, terriflos ne as
fatigne which I was able to appreciate from 8 | with evil, man-lhating powers, but nowhste
fermer asvent, We wi nt, wherefors. from do her traces teally 1\;;1_’-’_ 80 a'lv._-r;r-
Pompeli as far as Sorrento, to sll our sepses, a8 on the bare lavn flalds.
For thora who do mot wish to go to Slolly lo the meantime we still advancsd pretiy
there isno more besntifal resting-place on Lhe | rapidly. The live of Veauvios when gecn from

sQIn B0

Italian journey thauw Sorrento, COar entran Sorrento is exceedingly boautifnl; it goea uj
was favored. Difore the gates of the cily | and down in one pure delineation. A beaun-
Bignor Gargiulo—thes proprietor of the Coon tifal &= the monntaln appears to the eye, as

mella in which | hud 2pent s0 many pleasant
days five years in fore—met us, 'The host
revoguized nnd greeted me immedistely. The
great flower-terrs vith itsa rooma, Wwas
vacant, the Lhonse not too fall, A few minntes
Iater we were surrounded by the rafreshing
shade, the fresh soent of lowers, and the deep,
nnchangiog quiet which Il this house on
the shore, listinguished among all the splen-
did spots ou the varth. Aws! what heavenly
days of repose were thoso again in Sorrento!
Our terrice projected like an elevated hall,! more than twenty years before.

far out into the orange-garden, over whoss I'rom this ont it becams steeper, and our
green tops ope looked into the blue sparkling | horees Lad to take bold in earnest.  ““Maca-
pen. From the green woods aronnd, from the | roni ! Muvaroui!™ was the ery with which the
goreen of flowers on the terrace, rise inex- | guides urged them oo. This word, which
haustible perfumes; from the sea floats np | exerciges the greatest charm om the people,
elernal freshimess, Batthe Gall of Naples | must also ronnd joylully in tha ears of their
i grand enough to be precmieotly sablime | horses, Nuavertheless they were orneliy
and beautiful, The shore opposite, with the | beaten. Italians, likke Americaur, treat tuelr
green monntain behind, the strand beneath as | animals Jike machines, which feal nothing, |1
if sown with puarls, thie bine pointed heads of | had to think ot an esteemed lady friend of
the iglands swimmivg in the pure ether, all | mine in Rowe, who, in the goodnesa of har
combines to foru the most magniticent tablean, | heart, had founded an asylum for old horses,
and all is as if drowned in splendor, and gur- | in order that they might not be whipped to
rounded by elerual resl. One observes not | death under the Droskies. A revolting spec-
how time passes, in Jooking aud thinking. | tacle was by this means removed from the
And this eea so sparkling and go lovely gtreets; but the Itsliaos langhed al the waste
When we kat below bstween the rvocks, how | of money, and & pricst was uot & little indig-
beantiful were the green waves iu their swell- | nant—Uleonuse horges had no sonla of their
ing and murmuring, aud so clear avli trans- | own! Oor poor horses panted and olambored
parent aven beneath their mirror to the mossy | up slowly and began to stumble. Wa were
rocks below, down to the gloomy depths ont | heartily pgled when the Lalting-place waa
of which the whits shells sparkled, The sun | reached and we alighted. 1f you fall here with
goes on ils elernal course in the lofty firmsa- | your horse yon will not escape contusions,
ment, the shadows grow longer; snddenly all  becanse the pieces of lava are as sharp as glass
the water swims in a red glow, and thena aad irom.

mist sinks down, and the rippling aud whis The three men, who were waiting at the
peringand plashing of the waves become londer  halting-plase, rushed towards us to hold onr
—yes, it is evening; one has not observed the  horees and ofler sticks and cords. Aa we had
passing of the day in thia cool rest and two men with ng, we did not need s0 many
qniet, where no thoughts throw any sha- services, and then began that wild play of

easy is it to ride up, becanee it rises every-
where gently and noiformly. One is on & con-
siderable height before one snspects it, and
the view back on the splendid plaing below
| becomes slways wider and more maguitivent.
| While the lava flelda at Bosco tra Casa have
been formed ginee fifty yearg, wa came in an
Lour aud « Lalf to a spseies of swmall platean
where two elreming of lava crosg one auother,
one of which was still smoking a littla. ‘This
one was a fortnight old, the other had Hlowaed

dows of strife into the heart, aud the grimaces, pmuamliom,’aud oaths which are
soul is bright and clear to the bottom, meant to soften or frighteén the stravger.
ag the wide, warm, blue ether around, They conjured ns in & stréam of words, I they

had shortened their sweet night's rests for
nothing and nothing only ! Merely on our
account had they got up go early. Therefore
wa should be grateful aud considerate to them.
As | proceeded on, only laughing and jesting
we descended at Capua from the cosoh. How | with them, all five followed us, and onse crisd
beautiful and megnificent he stretched up- | louder !hau another. Bat the higher wa
warde, olothed in the purest velvet blue like s | mounted the more civil they became, and at
rince’s mantle, the white cloud of smoke | last all was pleasant and satisfactory, when
e & crown on his head! When we role | my wife seized on the cord of one and sllowed
down, two evenings later, from Camaldoli, | herself to be dragged along. Then the others
and dm gun waa setling, the entire monutain stayed behind, sud wished s frigndly & good
seemed drowned in roay light, justasif a | journey. : .
mild inward glow Lad broken out on evur{ Opé ¢onld easlly malke the last pieos of the
gide. Aud now he thundered sullenly through | way pasiable for horser; for the presaut ascant
the silence of Borrento, and now he threw up | from Pompell, whick is frequently, as it wero,
his sheaves of flame into the night. A glant | pay wd w_i.Lh pieces of lava, 18 not to be com-
of the gloomy primeval ages, he projected into | pared with the lormer cous ol ashes. For s
the gentle present, dark, mysterions, and | lady, it is always a laborious task to olimb
honlﬁe to man. The voleano ogoupled the ur between ashes aud broken stones and
mind even when one was not lookiog at it. | blocks, Even u man must often stop to take
On the fourth evening we made a sudden reso- | breath, becanse the air is 30 warm, How-
lution, and a quick thres-horse team bronght : avor, the whole 18 child’s play to that whick a
us speedily the fonr hours’ journey to Pom- | chamois hunter goes through on the chase
j—a lovely drive in ithe night through | with his rifla on bLis eshoulder. Oar moun
looming fragrant gardens, or down Ly the | talns, indeed, are quite silenl. Ascending
pea beneath lofty hills from whioh the white | the heights of Yesuving, one has, on the con-
towns threw down their lights on the quiet | trary, the unpleasaut foeling as if the bLroad
mirror of the gull, | back of & black living monster were rising up
When we came through Castellsmare there | nnder one’s feel, and vne were climbing up to
were great illnmivations and splendid fire- | Lis jawe.
works. They were oelebratiog the anniver- “AL length, " sald Lthe gnide, “‘we are on tha
B&TY of the Conatitution. Five yeara bofora ] top: no further can we go.'"  Notat all agres-
had joined in the celebration at Naples. Since | ably suprlised, I saw i considarable monntaio
then Italy haa improved little, the people here | on my left, on whose enmmit it uncsasingly
are more industrions and oleaver, bat there | smoked, rattled; thundered, and dischargad
they have grown terribly wilder, the eutire | hoge (rugments of ushes aud stones up to the
world of ofi-eholdara mumh more thisvish, and | sky. Defore ns, rouvd the foot of this haad
yet five years had azain patsed and no ground | of Vesuvius, towards the side which i3 turned
bad been lost, but Venice gained. So mounrn- | from the sea, was a long break like a narrow
fully, g0 despaliringly did the best look into | smoking terrace, covered with ashes and

and the illuminated depths of the ses.

Only a little disquietude ever again returned;
it was Vesuvius even, which looked down so
proud in ite might, so challenging. As the
ruler of the gulf it had already mst us when

the future, to see il the unity of Italy | pieces of lava aud streaks of yellow sulphu-
abould cn&um. yot iu this thay were all | rous dust, From here down the streams of
united. What will this country be fn live | lava had poured qnite recently into the val-

years more ! The ravens of ill fortane still ait
on the hedge and prophesy what is Lo come
and does not. .

Lot us leave them on their hedge, Plasse
God, they may also soream themselves hoarde
in Germany!

The gronpe of happy ones in Castellamare
gave me muoh pleasure. All the people were
abroad, thronging round the lighted stalls;

ley, which formerly opsned deep belwaen the
Sowma and the cous of ashes. The sharp
reofs of the Bomma still, indeed, projested,
but at their feet now lay heaped-up disorder
like the remains of & frightful deluge of black
rubbisb, sand, aud stones. Also hera above
all was changed. Five years ago Vesuvius
had a broad flat sumamit, in the middle of
which was sunk the oircular crater, O this

) was rejoicing and jumpiog and | Bnmwmit only the edge seemed to me Lo be left,
l.g‘:;‘l-onﬁh ohlldrjun 0'8. Christmas night, | on which wz ntrugg‘fml forward, and the new
How splendid the old women looked when | cone of eraption vear us had lifted itsell out
they put their heads together around the | of the old crater. What was formerly a

low of the frying pans. Many contend that | mountain of ashes now ghowed Itsell covared
ermsny, & partioularly Esgland, have with hardened streams of lava. Ona could
more beanti/ul maldens than Italy. When it | alsoses by the flying stonee whickh poured ont

| we hastened back to the point of exit,

thiokly at the edge of the new summit, that
there no flat purince any longer surronuded
the orater.

ILwas n renl land of hell iato which wa
three wera steering, all full of smoke, whiol
pow curled npwarde, and uew rolled lazily
away, all biack or grey or sulpliurons yel-
low, rubbikh, sshes, and fragments thrown
np above one another as high as a honse, aud
from the thuunderer and rattler on Lhe to
new stoves and bloocks were continnslly fall-
ing down. Thegronnd was hot everywhers
and if one only pushed away o plece with lhl‘s
foot the warm vapor immedintely pourad ont,
A glance backwards, when the smoke divided
in the glittering landscape, on the light blae
gull benesth, it was as if from hell Into pira-
dioe. Only the devil's kitchen was here hizh
above, while one thinks usnally of the dear
angels being in the blue atmoaphere,

We first cume to & clrcular gu rigling hole of
about ten fest in diameter, from which ponred
oul stenm and warm sulpharous air. Oups
looked down into the black gulf as futo s
roond pmoking ohimney., DPleces of lava.
which | threw down, gave nosound of atriking
against anything. Thus, far greater than the
n]uf-niug above ig the interior excavation, as i(
It were covered with a ¢ruat. Were baudits to
\.'l:i.il now, Aag th-‘_\' did five YoArs ago, the
heights of Vesuvins, they would find this
Very convenlent if they w i-ﬂwl to destroy the
traves of gome murderous robbery. For what
is thrown into this gulf §s deubtiess oonsumed
in & moment, gkin and bones, by the glowing
masy in its deptha, For the rost, Lower [taly
breathes now a little more freely from the ban-
dit plague. It its place othor murdarers arise,
much more numerons, those who slay in the
streete. It happenamostly from political hatred,
but not peldom from greed of galn, suvy, and
revenge for an injory. The boldness of the
murderer increases dadly aa the general wild.
negs incrensea. Not in the nuwmber
audacity of guch crimes lles the greatest ovil,
but in the cowardice with which they are
tolerated. Italy, indeed, has in these last
years presented thonsands enongh who want
courageously into the ranin of bullets, and
fought like heroes for their ideal; but if any
oneis stabbed or shot malicionsly on the open
street, the murderer escapes without a hand
being stretebed after him; aod, if the officers
appear, no one will know the unfortunate
ono who ia lyiog in his blood, even if he waere
kuown by every chiid around. That is indesd
a cowardice which lies in the core,

Wkhen we bad gone a fuw slepa farther, the
yuide pointed to a living etresny buefora us.
t geemed from the distance like bYaok stroalka
and shadows raviog away rapldly in & vapor.
To come up to i, we had to pass through a
little hollow. The guide lifted and helped my
wife quivkly over it. | stumbled 4 moment;
it wag but a gecond that | had bent my head,
but I thought [ shounld Lave fallen lifulesa, so
stifling were the hot fames of the gulphur. At
the edge of the lava stream, we had bsfore ua,
a3 it were, a breaking np of black floes, ba.
tween which the red-hot mnass looked ont
gloomily. The heat was terrible, for the
opening, from which the stream proceeded,
was only a hundred steps (urther up. As we
wished togoto it,and the guide sawthat mycom.
paunion bad conrage enough, he seized her again
under the arm, sud the uauconth-lovking
man led and lifted her skilfully and attan
tively over the clods and blooks which had
very gharp edges. We had to make a little
cironit, which sgain led us through frightfal
snlpliurons vapors, aud then clambered np to
the warm adge, until we stood ¢lose Yefors the
oven which vomited for the the red hot stream,
Tlke lava came juit Jike a stream from a stasp
monntain, which breaks ont puddenly without
any grotto or oave, and flows down rapidly.
On its exit from the mountsin the mass wns
glowing red; bnt in the air the gurface bagan
to barden jmme di.’\-’.t'l)’i and break up iito
black gesleg and p'l'.'l.‘t.':.

Never ghall 1 forget the quarter of an hour
which 1 epent at this lava fountain. The
orater was straight above ug, and did its work
with hellish magnilioencs. Every two or throa
minutes there was & shove through the clonds
of steam which veiled the summit. DBefore

this every timo adull rearing went on, as Il |
deep in the earth, the latter began to tremble |

gently, then followed hissing and gurgling,
then rose whistling, rattling, thundering io-
pumerable stones snd blocks in & perpendica-
lar line to the sky with inoredible rapidity,
whirling clouds of ssbies and steam batween.
High in the air all spresd out, sud fell back
into the orater like rain. Often the ashes werd
blown towardas us; thousanda of stones also
fell over the walls of the crater, and danced
and tnmbled down the heights, many times
buge bLlocks rolled to our very feet. All
went ag if by time, just as regularly as the
work of a ocolossal steam-ksttle, which,
indeed, would have to be four thounsand
feet bigh, and of inconceivable breadth
at the bottom. It was as il sublerranean
water was entering the fire mounntain by min-
utes and geconds, changed into steam, aund
thrown outl with all the rubbish which was in
the chimuey. Whenever there were two foe-
bler eruptions, one was certain to follow which
was fo much the more powerful, and which
atood for & moment in the air like a gigantic
black tuft. I cannpot tell how this slow, eol-
emn meagnre moved e, in which the most
enormons powers of nalore were here work-
ing. How oftem have [ in the silent night
leaned overboard and watched the regnlar
heaving and sinking of the ocean ! Asd for-
merly on the sea, here en the ragiog voloano
I was filled with a presage of the immutable
gwivging hither and thither of the ever rest-
legs, ever equal pendulum, by which the im.
measurible nniverse does its work.

The Wil.lli, which had hitherte driven the
clouds of steam awsy from us, ohanged gome-
what its direction. Haoddeuly we breathed in
pulphurous vapors, goarcely conld we #ee the
ground. More quivkly than we had Jht'-:':l.-lr"l,

"Lure
the air way free, and the wonderful prospect
nugpeakably refreshing and beuetoial,

1 had obeerved that the érnptions fell only
over one purt of the summit, and that the
clouds which velled the crater hiid, morcover,
Jonger interstices between thewm. 1 thersfors
proposed to the gnide that we should go from

| the plave whers we now saw the movement of
: the lava only from a distance up to the last

height. He refused, however, most decidedly,
Ut is much too dapgerous when the moonu-
tuln ie as uneasy as it is now, He wonld oot
tike the reeponsibility, A stranger who had
gone up three days before hud retarned with
n shattered arwm, balf dead, struck by a falling
block of lava, What dld we want on the
gnmmit ! We could not reach it under hall
an bhonr, and we conld pot see s partivle on
the top from the smoke and clouds.’

As the gnide persisted in hia refasal, thare
rémained nothing for ng io the mean time bat
to breakfast, Btretohed on the warm aghes,

wa let our eyes wander over the splendid |
How |

plains beneath. low the gulf ghone |
the monutain peaks projsoted deep blne into
the pure ether | Before and’ beénesath us the
true air of heaven, like a sea of desp, pure
water, 80 enticlng and so lovely that one
might wish for a awing to rook oness!( and
float in this pure element, and then a hot
fome of snlphnr came suddenly oat of the
black waste bebind ns, fail of smoke and
vapor avd fury.  Hefore us the air glittersd
with splendor and olearness, and if we tnrned
round we could see it trembling over the

aud |

hellish oven, just as the air with us in winter
trembles over the hot stoves.

On the whole side of the mountaia the dif.
forent streams of hard lava stretched clear
down. The stream whioh had ponred down
on this side a fortnight before had remained
on half the height of the monuntaio, and
stretohed over the grey fiulda of ashes like a
broad river of blackolods nod pleves. Desper
beneath, the older lava had formed a dark
lake in the green pastures. Still fartherdown
lay the ruins of Pompeli, which had imbedded
jteelf right in the midst of a froitfal semi.
vircle, beantifolly bounded by hill and sea.

Yet the aye wirs always drawn away from
the land as by a sparkling mass of light to the

nlf and ite sbining sartage. Here, desp
Flrll!'l\lll us, the stesp Incline of Vesnvias roge
straight up from the mirror of the sea. At
both sides the rocky coasts aud, opposite, the
gtrand of the islands, were surronuded by a
miat like s thin silver veil, bat high above,
throned in the blue sky, sharply notohed,
rose on the left the high-peaked Mont Aagalo;
in the middle, the huge rock of Caprl, lyfug
| straight before the gulf, on Lhe right, the
| prond royal head of the Epomeo at lsehia. On
# eharper examinntion, white poiuts sparkled

| through the whitiah  mist—the oastle
of 8t., Rimo, Nisita, Vivara, Irocida,
[achia, Hers, in this joy and aplen

i dor of thie earth, men found it forever neoes
gary to add ope prison to another in order
| Lo« bain thie voloanic outbreaks of the sullsr
ing l'”‘”i'l"' Far bahind and be.#een the
jslands and promontories, which are crowned
with forta and prisons, the midland gsea
gparkled olearly. Dut it was rarely that s
white gall was geen passing over it lolo the
gulf. The finest bay in the world is from
morning to evening a8 deserted nnd solitary as
if ite shores were ocoupied by poor flshermen's
villages, and not by & capital of hall a million
of men, To sen! to sen ! thither roll all the
good fates of Italy. If thiz land is to be healed
\ and made gound, its inhabitants mast learn to
| wove on the gea, to build ships, to found
wercantile associations, and to seixe again on
the trade of the Levant. Dat whaere shall
me¢n of enterprise come samong this people,
who always hang their little provision-bag
around their necke, and think of nothing the
¢ntire day but how to fill it in the worning
and empty it in the evening? Most one
wait for more ship-owpers and merchants
| from other peoples to settle on these shores,
to aend ont fleets of trading vessals on the
gea! o this the Italiang conld even learn
from the Gireeks, whose lively aclivity on the
gea leaves them already far behind, in spite
of old Turkish oppregsion and uew Eoglish
ENvy.

Yet nlgo in onr vicinity there was gomething
to gee. Around onr breakfast-place there
swarmed little narrow chafers of a dark brown
color, like thoss opne finds with us under
every looge stone, How vams they up? When
one scratohed the ashes with a stick, a conple
of them would fall dead immediately (rom the
hot exhalation, They had wmot, thercfore,
orawled pp. Nelther conld their larvie have
Iain amopg the old rabbish; for the nshes,
which had covered it, bad come too lately from
the orater above us.  The chafers must,
therefore, have beemn, while flying—Tfor they
had wing:-sheaths—taken in swarma by a car-
rent of air, and c¢arried np the moantain. S ill,
their great number remains enigmatical, This
swarming little life near the hot jaws of deso-
lution !

When our breakfast was eaten, and onr
gnide appeared in better hamor, [again nrged
bim to attempt climbivg up the mountain,
Aganin, with every appearance of terror, he
refused, and implored ns to oo sowme other
| day, when the monutain was quieter. | asked

him what he would do if we went up without
| him ! Then he would wait two houars, hs said,
and if we did not come back, he would go
down and give notice.
long been convinced that there was no danger,
we began to climb up. It was not so difficalt,
| becange the ground, although very hot in
some plaves, consisted lesa of loose ashes than
of stones and 4 new kind of sulphur-cakes.
On looking back, 1 eaw that onr good Cuarzo
Domivica—go our gnide was called —had seated
bimeelf tranguilly.
| clouds he eprang np suddenly, was with us in
a few bounds, sod played agsin the diligent
and cbliging servant, pickiog his way sklil-
fully between the yellow heaps of sulphur,
In less than ten minutes we were on the top.
As il stunned, we stood in the beginning at
the howling and raging and crashiug before
us and benesth us, We looked as if from the
sharp edge of a wild uptorn chaio of moun-
taivs down into a Luge black gulf, full of
steam, from which boiling currents of air and
black maeses were thrown up., By degress,
when the clouds divided a littls, the outlinas
became clearer and the view more quiet for
obgervation. It was the most frightfal, and
at the same time most magnificent scens—
one of those speciacles whioh fix themselves
powerfully in the memery and remain hence-
forth indestruotible, jnstas when one has sesn
for the first time the great ocean in a wild
storm and tempest.

Five years before, as already remarked, the
orater was on the level snmmit of the moun-
tain, in the middle of which it formed a beau-
tiful wide ecircle. Its imner walls shone in
every color, divergified and hung with the
most beautiful crystals of sulphur, green and
red and yellow and brown. The bottom was
# level gronnd of ashes and sulphuor; here and
there a little oleft showed itsell, out of whioh
| steam drizzled up, The whole wae an smpty

kettle of immense diameter supk into the lat
head of the mountain, quite empty, and with
beautiful yellow sldes,

It was now altogether diferent. The crater
geemed wuch smaller and much less deep, bot
it had black fissnred walls with sharp reefs,
just like the Homma when seen from below,
A deep and black nptorn monntain peak would
give the best iden of it. The ground, how-
ever, wis lavel as formerly, and vovered with
aehes and sulphur,  Iu the floor of tha orater,
straight below us, was a largs ronnd hole,
exactly in the middle, out of which there wis
n constant hisglong and gurgling. A yesllow-
brown wags seemed to be cooking and stenm-
ing ingide. On the other side, below, in the
crater, stood & mew mountain ol sashea of
regular form, which almost reached to the
top of the highest reef. From the month on
the top of this cone, whivh seemed to ba only
compored of ashep, cama the thundering aud
eracking and the aruptions, during which the
eutire month of the crater seemed continually
to tremble,

To get g0 close to the voloauo to look as it
were, into its chimney, bad guits 4 psoallar
attraction, It looked magunilicent, as the
thousands of clods and fragments vame rush-
Ing out, a8 fust o many blaock rockets rose in
the air, and separated high up, In order to
fall back into the abyss or to ba hnrled ovar
the walls of the orater, Yot I was seized with
o slight shudder when a conple of fragments
fell cloee to the apot where we had hitherto

| stood, on the declivity near the lava foun-
tain., Here above we were out of the reach of
the rain of stoper. Danger wonld oniy be iu-
curred if one rashly stepped into tha orater
over the pointed coliffs, Then the orust of
lava or ashes would bresk, and ons wonld go
down and never be geen again. Ooe wonld ba
killed in & moment by the hot fnmes of tho
sulphur. Every oune shonld therefors take
| good care not to forget the direction of the

As my wife, algo, had |
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wind, Jest, when the vapors surround him,
he nhhlfnmpmoful_ r into the orater.

The fomes were st Iast too strong for us,
snd in » few steps we were sale again. Then
we went jumping and runuing sod slidiog
down the mountain, the last reward for the
tronblesome aeoent. The people at the halting-
place oalled ont to us thelr good wlahu‘ and
the guide who was with our horses quickly
brought ont fresh shoes; as those my com-

nion bad on her fest were not worth muoh.

he horses, alter their reat, brought us
quickly to the breakfast snd good Caprl wine
b the “Diomed,” and three honrs later we
weare sgain in Naples, When we cama out of
the San Carlog, abont miduight, and Vesuvins
wag doiug his best to fire and to lighten, hano
louger eeemad to us nearly so threatening and
terribles  Weo bad gesn the great lord when
cloge to him.
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