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Owing to the great length of the other Exeou-
tive doeumenis which we publish thls after.
noon, we are able to give only an abstract of
Becretary MeCullogh's report. In it will be
found, however, the most material portions,

TERASURY DEPARTMENT, WasiIRaTON, Nov, b,
1807.~1n oonformity with law, the Secrotary of the
Treasury bhas \be bouor o submit o Congress this,
his regular anpunl réport, The fnavces of the Unlted
Eiales, notwithisbanding the continued depreciation of
the corrency, are lo s much more astiafsctory eondl.
tion than ey were wheo Lhe Beorelary had the honor
to make Lo Congress hiln last annual repors. Rinos Lhe
1st day of November, 1686, §103 500,208 of Interest bear-
10§ notes, certilicates of lndebied nose nod of temporary
Jonus, have been pald or converted Into bonds, andthe
public debt, deducting therefrom cash in the Treasury,
whilch in ta beappiled 1o ita payment, haf'been redaced
fs0.800 508, During the same period a declded Im-
provement hins also been wiinessed In the general
gcenomicsl condiiion of the country., The polley of
gontructing the eurrency, although not enforoed to
that extont authorized by lnw, hay prevented an ex-
peansion of credits to which a redundant and eaps-
clally a deprecinted corrency Is slways an (ncentive,
and has had no little Infilnence in siimulating labor
and Increasing prodocilon. Iondastry has been
steadily returniog to the healthy channels from
which it wes diverted durlog the war,and although
incomes have been small mod trade generally in-

pctive, in no othier commercial conalry has there
been less finnoclal embarrassment than in the Unlied

Eintea.

Since the Ist day of Beplember, 1805, the lemporary
lonns, cerilicntes of indebledowsss, and five per cent,
notes have all been pald, with the exceptlon of sma. i
amounts. The compound Intereas Linve veen reduced
from 217,084,160 to §71.878,040, §1) 560,000 having been
taken vp with the three per coot. certificates; seven
and threetenths notes froo $630,000,000 to $397,075,800;
United Btates potes, includiog Iractional curcency,
from $450,0604,811 Lo 07 571, 427; whiie tho cash In the
trensury has been |ncressed from $43,218,005 1o $133,
gos guf: mpd the funded debl Lhas been Incressed

0,604,800, While this has been mccomplished there

as been no commercinl orivls, and outaide the South-
ern Buates, which sre stili {.muy suffering from the
effecis of ibe war, lhel:. a8 been nocouslderable

' Nrrassmen
miulanr({li:l ‘m?woﬂ e Secretary remarked that, aflor
& careinl purvey of the whole fleld. he was of oplulon
thatspece payments might be resimed, nod ou&m
to be resumed, a8 early a8 the fimg tln‘vJ of July, 1848,
whille he lodulged the hope thatsuch would be he
character of futare leglalation, and such the conudl-
tlon of our productive lo ulltﬁ that this most
deairsble event might be broug 1 r‘bonl At & sthil
enriler day, These anticlpations of the Becretary
may pol bé fuily reslized, The grain mi.'l',:' 1466 were
h?rgllnnmcwnt h:mout. b
the War
?iu .ur the esssblishment of mililary governments
s0 Lhe BSouthern Biales, have grestly sxosedod
the estimates. The Government haa elrauded
of & lurge part of {ia revenua opon distitled liguors
snd the condition of the Bouth Dma been disturhe
and nmﬂl’lﬂo . These facts and appreheunsions
croated in Burope, and Lo some extent st home, by
the ntberapces of somoe of our public meo opon the
subject of finance and taxation, that public mith might
not be maintained, may postpone the time when
apecle payments ahall be resumed: but, nolwithssod-
g ihese DOAXPEC! elobarrassments, much pre-
Liminary work bas besn dons, and there la
oplnton of the Becrelary, any losuperable di
1o thé way of s early and parmsoent
of specie standard, It m':yh Bot be safe tofix the
exnct time: butl with fuvornbla orops
po legisiation untavoraile to coniruction at ‘his
sesalon, Ilwxi to bo delnyed beyouod ibe first of
A the rmoat the iret of July, 3%,
:fllg ned, however, lz Y restimp-
tlon. %nn @ country s ina condition to malntain
npecie paymonta they will be reatorad 88 B DOCessATy
oo “Tosoch & condition of natlonal pross
p-: na inpure m'uom'““ r-’ o ol lm.
i dard wing mossure, in the oplalon
. wrﬂm‘:‘l not Iu?lsmubl-:-
tret The Mndiog or ‘:lylng of the balance of the
L( bearlng notes, and tho eontinued coutraction
[

'%I maintensncs of she punlio faith In

the fanded debt.
'ﬁ%ﬂm of the Southern Biates 1o thelr
rover

e R A ey L

13 (F11] g eonnLry. anw n viaw
of lb&:':l?w oul that the natl Illl'l:utlklrlmllln o the
Government, ignoring, ln this eonnection, the qoes.
tion of good iaih, the Becreinry has n. difioalty In

=

the con lusion that they shouid be nos-
ved, &y are so Interwoyen with all branches of
business, ur.—d, are no directly connectad with the oredit

Dot be destroyed
notry Sosncial

of the Government that they could

w it hout preolpilasing u‘pon the

troubles whigh now lo ne condition to mest, At
a0 - lod, when the Unlon sball
i

l T
'?'ﬂ .fm ron nﬁl'.nnﬂ il the States aha'l have
'lf rluu gubstantial proape ity which their great

resou and the enorgy of thelr people must soover
r Inter pecure for them, It may wrhlrl be wine for

&m‘uﬂw conmder whether the natlonal banking

pystem may not bo dispensed with., T'be pressnt ia

not s faverabla Hime (o cowssider this question. The

condition of our pollileal mand fHosncis! affalrs I 100

critical Lo jusiliy sy agiion that would compal the

nartonnl brn ke, of sby coustderable nomber of them,

o onl) In thlalr loans, IHF pat ;l‘::;r bl?ﬁ‘:‘ﬂ??:l‘l‘r:h:

ol provi n
pyoan iy g Yatlve loginlation i now io-
W w, bldlnesy

I (oo uasiendy, sod m? poliviasl ure ls oo nn-

cortaln 10 warrstitaany financial experimenta, For-

touniely nope aea Tequirad, The nﬁllou-: bankiog

By Rlem hu’?utn‘llha.c:imulnuon. nli\mlnmd.u. I

siue Mke Usphied Slates noles, but soivent beyond

,and gurgent throoghopt the Unlon, 1t has

Aed regulating domesilc csebanges, and fue-

1nl Goverpmeat with yaloabie Nuanelal agenty,
L bBot e adopled (be state banks would

nuve contl ne lobg ab they word tolersted,
te furobh the couniry with biank no o most
of the Biates hanks were not required o depoait
stooka fur e security of thelr nojes, snd o those
-alen where secnrily was required theee waﬂ 0o sl

v the smonnt_of bumﬁ.T thiné, might be emltmi
and copspquently bo Hmit Lo amount of b that
might be put o’ elronlation. In other Biates there

Wil DO 8 purliy beyopd the Gaplial ! banks, and fre-

quently e unreal and partis! iinhility ot wtovikchaid-

em, Uenerally deeeptive, Who cun sitimsio the ¢xs
tent igjnry wiilch the people and ‘Goveratent
would have sustaloed If Stale Lostitutions, withoue
ltm' olher l-mmuufumnguwmr al‘:fnl‘tlm'll;w Huato
L beon ri ° War open iy
m“‘n'&' All If‘::il:; lu.pend“-!fl fpedie paymenis,
nnd lholﬂhﬁlbmn relieved from the necessily of fur-
ninh'ng exid of solvenoy, hauks. powliely or dis
% would "Luve st00d oo 6 Jevel
with  those H  were wans.ed winsely and
gim:u‘.'{- ‘;:‘.“ﬂwll:‘;:u: would have lt.-.uﬁnd' it
’ Anniion Witk b FeRaona mit
Elnn.lot:. a5 Uhiwd waraid. hawsr bean; 1o |s -n‘..n?
¥ 4 poo-naliles of \he Governmens and the in-
urru‘ &cr:;nd lnr.“momy. which I8 '"i’ the
r 0 ] ¥
et the rrreduet “Ex‘.ﬁ"uu‘!ﬁ% i rhet
are panic and paolc dis Y E?“ e natlonsl
aystem, with Its lunited ll{;amr siranje) q
\ ln;ﬂtﬁh“v‘r‘g o :.‘“.w-&n‘ %
slems, has e
Erull! Nlnqﬂ.* &t‘ Ahis 1L ’ueu_lr te“ o1t
apilin T ByRtem ba devisd, or 1
ennbir, ins 1o 1w dlspeass with L".

e Ia Aror, of dom USRS, o

re . shrl .
i s S as

oW 1n gheoul niion thie Goverament W

é

i

vo nome hieen nulipns deliars Interest which
gmw .lnxfla W u:*lo&l. Tuss thera wouid bé
no such saving. no mg saviog, by the propo.ed
aubatibution, fn clearly shown sy the -}b@ﬂﬂﬂlit
of e Currency U hisj accoompanying  repore,
o which the sttentlon of Congress §s espocially
anked. Iran acoount were oponed wilhh the banks,
and weres charged | tovest on three hundred mils
lons dolinty, nid Uhé lofses sustained Lbrousi
those that have filed bnd er dited with inlerert on
the Uplted Histes pnotes held by them as & pe W
nent reaerve, whth taxea pald by them to the Goy-
ernment and Bwles, and with & commisslon covers
Ing only what haa besn saved in ngferring mn

alaburalog the public money, {t wodid ha ascartaln

that the banks were nol debtors Lo the Uplied siatos,

It lanot necossary, however, for Lthe Heorelary 'o
dwell on this polnd, se hls maln objection o the aub-.
sl ltutlon would pol be removed |' anaviog of lateresi
would be efMfomed by Il HNegarding, 8 ne doss, the
qur of United & noves In \he first lustancn ay
havipg been o misforione. aud thelr ConUNRMICA &Y &
olreulnting mediom, ublees 1he volume shall ba
steadily reduced, as finught with misohief, ¢ © Sacre.
ary can oconcelve no clrouma’'ances thal would
mallfly & farther issue. Theno vprraciated

0 legal-tender  notes, potw thstandlag  the
redoctl v thud bas taken place, still stand 10 Lhe
wiry of & return Lo specio lnenis, A snbatiiation
of them for baonk notes would ba regarded by him and
by (he couutry a8 a declaration that resbmption had
been Indellpliely postponed, If thone now ou'stand-
ing slinll be retired at the rate 0! four smilllions per
wonth, the amount 1o actusl eircuiation will soon be
reduced so  that they may not seriously retard
the restoration o & Lroe mestore veioe. I, on
tbhe coulrnry, Under any pretense or for any par-
pore whaetever, thelr value should be Jfncroased,
eapecinliy If they ahould be made the mole paper
circulniion of the country, & fulse mansore of valoe
will be sontinued, specuistion will be silmualnted, 1n-
dustry will de¢line, and groat risk be Ingurred, That
flunnclal bealih will ba enslly obtained by & reval-
slon, the efMect of which upon the materinl Interssts
and eredit of the country noo one Jan esumate, Sucl
B révuision the Secretary Is monst anxlous W prevant,
and he, therelore, cannol approve of :he}:mpoﬂlllrm
for aubstiiutiog noles of the Unied States for astlons|
bank voles, but recommends tliat the polioy of con.
irnction be continooed,

Apjrebension shat this polloy will embarrass
hen mf trade s, In hiy Juogmens, unfounded. Logiil-
mate buslpess bas not ilull‘md by the curtallmant
which has taken place within the last two years, nor
wiil i permunently suffer by suoh a contraction pra-
dently enforced, as may be necessary to hriog the pro-
clons metals again into circulation, Wnoat businors
requires s o stablecurrenc 'whstnutnrirlndnm-ndi
In the nesurnoce that It Ahail not be balked of 1is Juss
rewards by au unreliable mena ure of valoe.

Itis frequently urged hz tbhose who admit that the
currency ls redondant, that the country Is not now
in u condition to bear further contraction; Lhat jta
rowih will soon render contraction UONSCESIATY:
tial business, IF 1 1t 1o 1taell, will rapldly lucrease Lo
nuch an extent mn o roguirs thres huoondred wod
eighty miiiious of Unlled states notes and fraotloaal
currency, and three hupdred miilions of bunlk notes
now oulsianding. for lin proper snd needful nccomn-
modation, Nething ean be more fallnclous than Lhis
uulerivontely popuise ldon, An irredesmable cur-
rency Is s Boancial disease which retards growth in-
slend of mncour.glng 18 which stimulstes speculs-
tlon, but diminisbes labor, A heallny growtn ls to
be secured by n removal of dlsiase, and nol by post.
poning the pecoper treatment of it o the expeciation
that l‘he vigorous constituvon of the patieat will

eventunlly overcomaeit,
ldered, In ction

‘The next subject 1o be
with the permunent resnmptlon of apecis payment,
Is the malntenanoce of public falih, wbren involves ithe
vecetslly of wise and siavle reveaue laws, lmi netislly
and rigorously enwreed, nomy in thepublio ox-
aﬁmltmn. and & recoguition of the obigation of

overnmunt 1o i bunds 1o socordance with the
onderstandlog under whioch they were lssued. Toe
remurks of the Becrewary In thls report upon the
subject of public revenue must necessarily ve brief
and general. Fortunately, the sccompanying report
‘of the { ommlesioner of ¢ Revenue Is so fall and
exhuuntive sa to render any elaborate discasslon of
thls grest sublect oo Lis part vnneowspary. Taxa'lon,
the power (0 tax, Is one of the most lmportant
powers exarcised Ly m Government 'To tax wisely,
BO A8 L0 ralse e revenues without oppressing in-
dustry, In one of the most dificult duties ever devolved
upon tne law-makiog power. Taxation can never be
oltherwise than bardensoms, and It becomes espe-
cinlly s0 when sohjecl Lo fnqm-nt changes: It s,
therefore, of great lmportance that the Reveonue laws
sbould bestable. By this It 18 not meant thas they
should be. unchangable, but that while rrom Lime o
time tbhey may be modified to meot the changio
capnditlon of the country, the principles opon wglu 1
they are based should be 80 wise and just as to give
them permsnescy of charssler, Perhaps a8 much
mischief bas resulted from Lhe fréequent changes
in the tarlff laws of the Unlted Siates ms from thelr
defectn. From the time whoen the first tarilf waas
fuamed, In 1740, u¥ to ihe last sesslon of Congress, the
tarifl hins been & frulful subject of discosalon, and at
noperigo has the policy of governoment in regard to
customs dutles been consldared an definitely sottlad,
1 here has been & constant uruﬂslu betwoen the advo-
cates nnd opponetts of protection and free trade, as-
copdern generally being wilh the protectionisw,
Too tarifs af 1810, 1824, 1828 1842, and 1801, werd all of
" hl;hi'rtrrmmtlva character, Those of 1823 and 184
reduced dutles largely and looked In the direction of
free trade, Bo evenly, however, have partles besn
divided, thatalithough protective lsws have generally
been iu foroe, st no pe'iod from 174% to the presend
day bave lmporters and mmapufuwotorers had auy roa-
soonblo asuranpes that the exlating tarifl laws might
not be suddenly and materially altered, Thaut the
effect of these changes, actual and apprenended, bas
ween highly injurious to the country, cannot Hé |ues-
toned, That It has not been dissstrous Indicaies the
readiness of the people of the Uniled States 1o adapt
thelr business to policy of the Goveroment. what-
ever it may be, Froquent ohanges of the tarlll lavs
are attributable Lo Lthe fact that o wone of them has
revenue been the principal object, There has neyer
been in the United States & strietly revenue larlir,
and copsequently there has been nostablily o the
tarlfl laws, Up o 1861 the revenue from cusioms
under any sonle of dutlea adupted were sufliclent to
defray the expenses of the overnwment, and thepre-
fore the gueation now 80 Interesisng was bardly »
prominent ane,

in the present finaocial condition of the conntry
Inrge revenues are indispenaable,nod (o adjusting the
present tarlll the question of revenue must necesia-
rily be a question of paramonnt lmportance. Woen
tbe Government was substantially free from debt,
and the public expenditures wore small, a8 was the
case belare the Revellion, s revenue tarllf, properly
mudjusted Lo the publlo :. would huve been n
low tariff. but now, when s heavy debt and libe-
ral expenditures create a  necessl or latge
rovenueés, & considerabie portion of which must
for sotne yeurs to come be derived from customs, 1t 18
dificult o ive how, wilhout excesslve Importa-
Lions, &N 1y rovenus tarill can fallto be s high one,
It may thus lurn out thel the necesaliles of govern-
ment muy give lncldentally to American mannfno.
Wrers (be productlon they are supposed 1o regalre,
without specinl leginistion, slways odious npd geoe-
rally unrellable, in their beliaif,

Inasmuch as I'nrte AUC pRrOIAnent révenues canoob
be renilzed noiess the laws wre Ao framed as not W
besr heavily upon lodusirial pursulis, s iartff which,
burmunlz.lag wilh the Interosl Laxes, shon.d year by
your yleld the Iargest revenusa, would unaoubiedly
prove Lo be the leéast prejodicial W the natloosl
Prowlh and prosperity. A high arilf, by reducio
mporiations, or by cppresalng important braveches o
trade and lodustry which are subject to internasl
duties, might prove 1o be ay unfavorable to revenie
an a low one, snd equally unsoited to the public ne-
ceanltien. ‘The presaat tarilf, altbough = high

has not provesd o be protective, while for

tho pust two years it has bsen high! pro-
ductive of revenue; but It lmilare to protect thost jn-
terestn (o whose Deneflv It wan In & greal moeasiirg
framed, aud the large reveniss whichhave beon de-
rived from I, do not prove L oo be In any Just sense a
reveuns Laril. it hes isllsd o give W American
mappfsctares (he protection It was (nlended 1o afford,
nod It bas yielded muoob larger revenues Lhan wers
anticipated, because the high grlm prevalllug la the
Ul Bintes bave stimolaled lmporiations, [1 doos
not follow becutse it is producing a Iarge revenue now
thet It will continue 10 o 80 when business aud the
currency sball be resiored w & healthy gondition.
The time will soon come when the Upited States wiil
oehse to be Lhe inost Myorable couutey to sell o, and
when It must pay for what it purclinses, not ln lis
bouds, but In jis ows produckions

In order thal the presant tar)if should be & revence
terifl, lwportamt modifications will be necwssary,
which oapnol pe lntelllgenuy mado oatll buslness
Opasen 10 be vallject to derangement by an lrredesmn.
mhle ourrency. ‘The Secreiary does nol, the einre,
mcummr&ﬂ-cumnluu revislon of the tarill at the
%::I:‘.G : fon; but ll.u".;ﬂ n.-;; slnmﬁuf!mi:.urm of it, nnd

Auierd connpoted with lt, w requl
"gl““'m- ; ; 1 ) - equlre early
o uxparience of the depariment discloses mnn,

Alasd vaninees uiteadnut Hpon the colleotion of :In-.lm':
On mpurts whinn she pates are high, and esiimate: oa
Ko ad valorem beals, For wthe callection ol such
duties mkchibery mors or less composted b booes
pary for verificstlon abirond of involces of feporcta-
Huns, and for examinktion and appralssment of mer-
chapdise oo Ve RITlvel ih tae eounry, In every
Instanos & OO pPRrisnD uired belwess Ly invol-w
eslimmalo and the grueral vulue lo tho prinpipnl mar-
kels of Lhe coun 10 wuloh » commodisy i wx-

tted. The dil eu}r-{ of ascoita'ning Lthe foreign

mrkol valug, eapaciully Jo cuses whess a curuum.:‘ﬂ ¢
s pinnolecinred ex Iy for Lranaportaston, .mud‘.

Ing tempting epportonities tor s ful nnder ol
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CHARLES DICKENS.
H1S FIRST READING IN AMERICA.

Bos1ox, Deo. 2—Ever since 1§ was announoed
that Mr. Dickens would give his first Readlog
on Lhis side of the Atlantie In ton, the in-
havitants of onr gualnt, old-fashioned sister
clly bave been In astate of foverish excliemaont,
No sooner was the news flakbed alobg the saule
that he was coming, that everyihing was lm-
medintely put 1o apple: ple order. Too klroets
were all swept from one end of the olly o the
otlier, for Lthe second tlme in the twenty-four
hours; theState Houseand the old Bouth Unaren
were painted, offbhand, o delloate roge plok; a
new statue of Edward Evereit was ;:u!. up in the
Putidle Garden, in the attitude of throwing o
uis hat and sho@ting “Hurrah "' every boolksel-
ler's window was ¥ ed up with ooples of lok-
nor & Fileld's new edition of “Dickens,"” 1o
the temporary displacement of Longledlow’s
“Dante” ‘and Dr, Holmes' “Gaardlan Angel;'’
ihe elgar-shops came ot as one man with thelr
brands all new-chrisiened, and nothing i
semoked, chewed, or tnken 1n suaff to-day vut
“Little Nell Cigars,” Mr, Bgueers' Fine Out, the
Mantllinl Plog, and the “Genulne Plokwilck
Bnufl” while at every turn, in the lllustrated
nowspapers, in the hotel offices, and 1o ail the
shop windows, the new portralt of Mr, Diekens
18 10 bé geen, showibng us & man somMewhnat past
middle life, with thin ¢y balr, a seanty beard,
and eyes downcast rending on ubook; Rsiriking
conirasl 1o the boylen fmoe of twenty-filve years
ago, with its large eyes full of wonder and sen-
sltive feeling, 118 dellcate, almost girlish con-
tour, and its long locks of dark, abundant hair,
The younger portralt was, porhaps, a little
flattered; but the older one s as g a8 & gquist,
jmpnesive ploture of o face full of (ife and ex-
pression, and rarely at rest, can be, We had the

jensure of meeting Mr. Diokens at dicner a

ew days ago, aud, of course, it was not diffleualt

Lo recognize him,'even though seeing him for
the first time; but this portrait would, we think,
have helped us but little. All we oan say is, Lo
these who wish to know beforeband how s0O
famous 4 man will look when they see him, Is
that this portrait prepares the mind 0 recog-
nize him, but that is all its office. It showa us
all that time, and labor, and ¢are have done,
to batier do.sn the beautifal houss of youth
and hannting fanoy, but it gives no gleam of
the radinnt splrit that sull Lguts up the en-
chanter's face.

Meanwhile, until to-nighs, Mr. Dickens has
kept himself strictly seciuded from all but one
or lwo old and intimate friends. Hils rooms
are at the Parker House, aud there be has re-
malined, buslly engaged all day, In writing and
study, except when he 18 taking his dally eight
mile “oonstitntional” walk with his pablisher,
Flelds, and steadily decliniog all the lnvita-
tions to breakfnst, dinner, lea, suppor, partios,
balls, and drives that hospitable Hoston pours
in upon him in an unfalling stream, Muoh of
his time is gpent in the most Iaborlous palns-
tuking study of the paris he 1s to read. Indead,
the puplie has but litde ldes of the cost—in
downright hard work of mind, and body, and
volee=at which thess readings are produced,
Although Mr. Dickens has road, now, nearly
five hundred times, [ am assa on the best
anthorily, that he never atlempls a new part
in public until be has speut at least two
months In stady over it a8 faithfal and search-
iog as Hachel or Cushman would give to a
new character. This study extends not merely
to the analysis of the texl, to the diserimination
of character, to the minutest points of eloen-
tion; but decldes upon the facial expression, the
tone of the voles, the geature, the attitude, and
oven the material sarroundings of the actor,
for, Acting it is, nof Reading, In the ordinary
sense, atall, Mr, Dickens is so essentlially an
artist that he cannot neglect the slightest
thing that muy serve to heighten the effect of
whlfha has undertaken to do, And he ls ns
copscientious, 8o strict in all bis deallngs—a
very martinet in business and thorough man of
aflsirs—that he will leave nothing undone, that
time and lapor can do, to glve to the publicthat

y#8 80 much for the pleasure of hearing him,
he full worth of its mannr. This 18 the reason
why he, n man of the world, greatly delightin
in molely. thoroughly ftled to enjoy It himself,
and to make otheérs enjoy it—deliberately culs
himself off from it, until his task shall
be done. "1 nmloomo h:re." he udys. “to
rend. The people ex me Lo do my
best, and how ocan I lf(?o it Ir 1 am al
the time on the go? My time 8 not my own,
when [ am preparing to read, any more than
itis when I nm writing & novel, and I oan as
well do one as the other without concentrating
all my powers on it untll it Is done.”” Wnoever,
then, faucies that the crowd that packed Lhe
Tremont Temple w-nlﬁhl.. that the crowd
whioh, aflter the splendid snocess of Lhls first
reading, will continue to paok it till the read-
ings are all over—have glven their money for a
bagaielle, an boor's careless play of genius—
whoever Lhinks thig, 18 qulite mistaksn, This
wonderful two-hours rformnooe—so full of
varled power: brimfail, from end to end
of rce]inr. pathos, mirth, and fun, & sunlif
shower of smiles and lears, not to be described
in words, hardly Lo be comprehended by the
mind; all this—i! It be nol thognm resalt of an-
remitiing stody, and shought, and physioal
labor, would, at least, not bave been Lthe perfeot
thing it is, without these helps.

Although the tickels for the readings oarry
twice ted on thelr face the regquest thal
“the audlence would all be seated punctusily at
8 o'clock,” It was neariy 815 before tho vast
crowd had simmered down Lo & salate of com-
parative quisscences And It was indeed & vast
audience—such a crowd as ls seldom gathered
in & single hall to meel unr single man. The
line of carriages ran down all manner of stroels
and lost {taelf In the suburbs, All the oars
leading from the outlylng towns brought in
freah recrulls to whe great army, snd the snow
tiat bad been falling all the afternoon at last
gave up trylng to get to the pavement, and
wenl to some other place, while the moon shone
ont pnd helped the gas-lamps lght the gay,
struggling, swarmiog muoltiiude that was try-
ing to get inside the doors—watched by a long-
faced, silent muliitnde that erowded round the
door-ways without tickels and no hope of get-
'.mr in at all. Inslde the house the scane was
striking enough, Few cities, anywhere, could
show an aualence of such charnoter. Hardly a
polable man in Boston, or fifiy miles aboul
but was there, and we douby if in London (tselt
Mr. Dickens ever read before such An assem-
blage. There sat Longfellow, looking llke the
ve:"y spirit of Obristmas, with his raddy cheelks
and bright soft eves looking out from the
vest of snow-white hair and snow-white beard,
There was Holmes, looking orlsp and fine llke
a tight livle grapesikin fall of wit Instead of
wine, There was Lowsell, as Il Sidney himself
bad come back with- his poel’s heartsmiling
sadly through his poet’s eyes. Here too was
the elder Dana, now sn old man of elghiy,
with long grey bair falling round a face bright
with shrewd intell oe, a8 able now as thirty
years ago W write “Panl Felton: or, the Boocon-
peer.”  Hunoing the eye over the hall, one
suw olher men widel nown, Ubarles Eiiot
Mortop, whose translation of Dante's "(’tln
Nuova' may well stand side by slde with bis
waster Longfellow of the grander song. There
in the gallery is Edwin Waolpple, Yonder s
Fielda, to whom all owe Lhis great pleasare, for
be suguested, urged, and made this visit of
Dickens easy Lo bl Bishop Esstbarn, over
on tue other alde, seewms thankfal that olorgy-
men have yel some pleasnres lefl. There 'rn
Poole, the Librarinn of the Athenmom, one of
our men_who Knows most about books, and
Bamuel Eljot, the Presldent of the Booial
Sclence, and Georﬁu Green, who recently
or blades with Bancroft, Emerson's face
I conld not eatoh. Concord Is far away, and
snow storms no joke to travel in, Nor dld
Whittier come as was promised—Whittler, who
bas neverin his life bnca priucul at an evenlog
entertsloment of any deseription, soncert or
aven, atrsnmto BAY, & leolors, @ promised,
but at the L bis heart fallod him: and the
b*uod grey head that all men lkow' did not

EBE OUT BYGR loniﬂhh
I biave sald that [nekens 18 an aetist 1o all he
llﬂl.l? seldom have 1 seen n more finlshed
plees of work than this whole reading. So
careful is he of avery t nothing shaill
gvlml h‘."‘)ﬁl be has b hit with him from
3 : appoin by which
ha s W reads . At
home, . At . baek ~Ahe . s
Fielda told n.il.-mr An tront of it

ke & man of business,

the left hand eorner I8 a square blook abou
eight inohes high-~Lhal also covered an
sidesiwith velvel, like the rest. On ook
thie render rests book, a unea it, bulgu
a6 an socessory in bis byplay. Now kt in °3
tehite's desk (o Berooge's ofMes. Now i 14

r. Fiesiwig's dosk, from whioh bo looks be-
nlgnanuly down on his np&mum Now itls

edeskk on whieh nt;a @ Ohristmas goos+
of the Cratochite Mmmily. A wvery useful fittle
velvel box Mr, Dickens mnakes it, 1| assare you,
and the audlance gets (o look upon it as quite &
delightfual piece of farniture.

Mr, Dickens I8 not quite as rigid in his pune-
lukllly as dear Fanoy Kemble used o
be, who h&an llke & beautifal fate, the
minute the clock strock §, nu matter whethor
had come or not, tranted the lag-

“ a8 they orept, bo-
the tales. Bul at last he comes! Hao
enlers, bolding the book 1o both hands, comes
up the stepa with & gquick, sprioging walk, and,
standing st his velvel desk, proceeds to worlk,
w 1s drassed with
rfect neatness and simplicliy, but & traoce of
ne old fop —ihe auiumo’s flower of all the
outhful dapdylsm—is seen lo hils battonhole
n the shape of » white oarnation, and a pluik
roeebud on his shirt front, There Is nothling
mors prelending l.hnﬁ I.glnln gold stud, He
hne, 10 be sure, congiderable wa oh-obisin, and
on his finger & dlamond ring, but nothiog ls
notlgeable in his dress, Hestands thers & gualot
gentleman, viain Ooarles Dickens; and that
name is and ornament envugh.

For a Boston audieooe, his reception is re-
marluhl.T onthuslasyie, Seldom does the

lished loe of this proper community ornolk as
oudly and as cheerily, under the thawlog
beams of any Intelisotual sun, as iLdid to-night
when Dickens stood before Lhem, and whoile
cheer after chieer broke forth, and o led of wel-
come and clapping of lonnmerable kids, roso
and fell and rose again in o friendly roar, tried
10 sponk and was defeated, and returned gal-
Inntly to the charge min,\mt has scarcely got
ns for as ' Ladies” when he was ouvliged 10 suc-
cumb, and made another dash al “Gentlemen,”
and gave ltnﬁ. and at lastaaw Lhat one English.
man was nothing o 80 many hmndred Yan-
kees, and walled smiling and bowing antil they
had had their will, and were ready (o let him

have bils,
The very first. words “Marley was dead, to
begin with! That was certaln”—setlled the

question of sucoess, The way in which thoss
words were uttered, showed also thal the read-
ing wus to.depend for all effect upon the worth
of what was r and upon the sincerity of
the reader, From firsl Lo last Lhere Is no trick-
ery In lt—full of action, abounding in gestare,
wilh & valee for every characier in every mood;
with a face for every man, woman, snod child,
reflecting every feellng, There 18 no stralning
for slage effect, no atlitndizing, no affectation,
The most effecllve reading we ever listened to
—iL was ithe most beautifully simple, stralght-
forward hmrt{ plece of palntio from life,
Dear Bob Oratchite made twenty-flve hundrad
friends before he had spoken two words, and 1f
everybodg had obeyed the ilmpulse of bhis haart,
and gent him a Christmas goosde, he would have
been suffocated, in a twinkiing, under a monn-
taln of Punlu'r. As for the delightfal Fizal-
wigs, not the coldest heart In the sudience but
warmed to them at once. FProbably never
was a 1 80 thoroughly enjoyed as Lhe
one glven by these worlhy ple to
theirapprenticed, The greatest bitof the even=
ing was the point were the dance execuled by
Mr, and Mrs Fizziwig to Miss Fleziwlg was
desceribed. The contaglon of the andlence’s
laughter reached Mr, Dickens himself, who
with difficulty brought out Lhe Inlmitable drol.
lery, “after which Mr. Fizsiwig cut positively—
cul 8o that a ll{ht seamed Lo shioe from nis
very calves, and he actually winked with his
legs.,” This was 100 much for Bdaton, and I
thought the roof would go off. Next to this,
Lhe most effective polnt was Tiny Tim, whose
plaintive treble, ﬁ:‘:h Bob Cratohite's way
of speaking of brought oul 50 many
pocket handkerchiefs that it looked as if
snow-storm had somehow got Into the hall
without ticketa, Seldom do we hear suoh genu-
fpe pathos as that with which Mr, Dickens read
the fther’'s lament over his [ittle lame
ehild, and great was the genlus whioh eaabled
him 1o walk so safely on the daungerous edge
(hat separates nature, pure snd simple, from
mere travestie,

The Obristmas party at the house of Berooge's
nephew, where Tupplins plays bllad man's bufl’
with the plump sister In the laco tucker, was a
thing never to be forgotten. When Dickens
gald, *I no mora balleve that that man was
blindfolded than I belleve that he had eyes ln
bis boots,” his faclal expression—indignant as
of » man who Is belng pat upon, and yet with
& consclousness of itnhe absurdity of the state-
ment that makes him lsuih i nPlu of his
pnger—was inimitable, and 1t was long belo ‘e
ihe audlence would let him get on, Al last we
bad (t,and the plump sister with the lace
tucker became immortal, There was an
lutermission of about ten minutes between
tne reading of “The Christmas Carol” and “*The
Trial Beene from Plokwick,” and as he olosed
the book with Tiny Tim's *God bloss us overy
one,” the enthusipam of the vast assem-
bly broke forth in sueh expressions s, Lo those
who know the im ve nature of Boston
andiences, show plainly enough that
the heart under all thelr silk broad-
cloth wus fairly surred a&nd beating with
warm good-will, Bul Dickens was plainly not
to be persunded into A speech. For all the
aproar, he did not armr Iﬁlln. until the sourt
ealled up the case o dell versus Plekwlick.
It was easy to see that the reader Dimself hnd &
peculiar n tion for this part—a leaf torn from
& book that I8 assoclated with the beginaing of
his tame, the end ont of which this splendid
iree-st , B¢l with flower and tralt, has growa,
He read It with full foree, throwing Limself
into It with all his beart, and, I may add, with
all bis hod! :m;:zlput muockh more soting into
this part of his ing toan loto the first part.
Bergeant Busfus's s h to the ;ury was with-
out s flaw, a pearl the art of aoting, and no
words of ming or snfbo%y oould express the
way ln which Nathanlel Winkle was before us,
Not less excellent was the Judge—ithe sourest,
dryest, most oross graloed plece of legal
stupidity that ever was seéen or heard
of, Ialk aboul facial expression, nothing more
wonderful was ever seen than the changs from
the Judge, who seemed to always be amelling
somelhing disagreeable, to the frank, cheery
foce of Bamuel Waeller, as freah as a rose and as
good to look at. Hers was a soene,
minute the Oourt said, “Call up Samuol
Weller,” that friend of near thirly years'
standing was recognized by all Boston st &
glance, and his monnting the stand was s slg-
nal for such & hand-sbaking (Teaklug ina
ngure) that he will never forget., And wasn's It
Jolly 1o #ee him, jolly to hear him, and joliiest
of all to hear that deep, rieh volee of hiis old
fulhier, deep and rich as thé foam on his quart

ot of ale, ealling out from the gallery, ' Pat
tdown with & we, my lord, put it down wikh
e,

In reading these works of his, Mr. Dickens
peither follows the original lext, nor adberes
olosely by any means Lo the text of the prefuy
und convenient handbooks whioh he has him-
selfl condensed ard prepured. He lsaves out o
good deal, changes words, mistalkkes worls
somelimes, and really much of It seems 1m-
prnmrtu. I thought, now and then, that he
was thinking of Lis present audiencs, and put-
ting In whes hée fancled would sult botler here
than in London. *= His delivery bas marked
peculiarities, and is thoroughly original, He
deals muoch In the rising Infiection at the end
of sentences, is sometimes monotonons, and
keeps up old pronunciations that we saldoum
bear on this Side of the water—"(Fars" for
clerk, “wind"” with a long "' “Ojus’' for
odions, are a few, But, on the whole, his secent
und prosunciation are not what we oall Kog-
”“;'t The great &gmuulm[: ?laﬁ:ll:l»rr.
sud Lhat of onr I-A-lﬁo%glﬂl. o oW,
deliberate, clear-cut d cLness.

This 18 in
the descyiptive parts. Where it sults the ooca-
slon, his delivery S
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Fellowr Citizens of the Senate and
Hotse of Reprosentatives: —

The continued disorganization of the Union, to
which the President bas =0 often ocalled the attention
of Congress, 18 yet a subject ol profound and patriotic
concern. We may, however, find some relief from
that anxiety In the reflection that the painfal politi-
cal situation, although nntried by ourselves, [s not
new In the experience of nations,

Political sclence, perhaps as highly perfected in
onr own time and cotuntry as in any other, has not yet
disclosed any menns by which civil wara oau be ab-
solutely prevented ; an enlightened nation, however,
with a wise and beneficent Constitution of fres pgo-
vernment, may diminish thelr frequency and mitigate
their severity, by directing all ita proceedings In ne-
cordance with its fundamental law, When a civil
war has been brought to a close, it is manifestly the
firet interest and duty of the State to repalr the in-
Juries which the war has inflicted, and to secure the
benefit of the lessons it teaches, as fully and as
spoedily as possible, This duty was, upon the termi-
nation of the Rebellion, promptly acceptad, fot only
by the Execnlive Department but by the lnsurrec-
tionary States themselves, and restoration in the firat
moment of peace, was balioved to bo ns enny and cer-
tuin as it was indispensable,

Disnppolnted Expectations.

The expectations, however, then 5o reasonably and
confidently entertained, were disappolnted by logisla-
tion from which I felt constrained, by my obligations
to the Constitution, to withhold my assent, It is,
therefore, a wource of profound regret that in comply-
ing with the obligation imposed upon the President by
the Constitution, 1o give to Congress -from time to
time information of the state of the Union, I am wn-
able to communicate any definitive adjustment satiafac-
tary to the American people, ol the questions which,
since the close of the Hebellion, have agitated the
public mind, On the contrary, candor compels me to
declare that at this time there is no Unlon 8s our
futhers understood (lis torm, and as they meant It Lo
be understood by ne. The Union which they estal-
lished can exist only where all the States are ropre-
sented in hoth Houses of Congress, ' where ono State
is an free as another to regniate ils conmcerns acoord-
log to Its own will,” and whera the Iawa.of the central
government, strictly confined to matters of national
jurisdiction, apply with equal force to all the peoplg
of every section,

That such ls not the present *‘state of the Unlon" is
a melancholy fact, and we all must acknowledge that
the restoration of the Siates to their preper legal re-
Intlons with the Federal Governmont, and with one
suother, according to the terms of the original com-
pact, would be the greatest temporal blessing which
God, o bis kindest provideuce, could bestow upon
this untion,

Our Duty.

It becomes our imperative duty to oonaider whetlior
or not it Is impoasible to effect this most desirable
consymmation. The Union and the Constitation are
fusepnrable. As long as one is obeyed by all parties,
the other will be preserved ; and If one Is destroyed,
both must perlsh together. The deatrustion of the
Counstitution will be followed by other and still greater
calamities,

The Constitution.

It wan ordalned not only to form a more perfect
Unlon between the States, but to “‘eatablish justice,
logure domestio tranguilivy, provide for the common
defense, promote the general welfare, and secare the
blosslngs of liberty to ourselves and our posterity."
Nothing bot {mplicit obedignce to its reguirements,
in all parts of the country, will accomplish these groat
epds, Without that obedlenco we can look furward
only to coutinual outrages upou tndividual rights, tn-
censnnt breaches of the public peace, nations! weak-
nesy, fiunncial dishomior, the total loss of our prospe-
rity, the general corrnption of morals, aud the flual
extinction of pupular freadom. Tosave our conntey
from evils so appalling as these, we shouid renew oar
efforts ugain and again,

To me tho process of reetoralion seems perfootly
plaln and slmple. Tt conslets merely tn s falthiul ap-
plication of the Constitution and the Iawe. The execn-
tion of the lnws la not now obslrusted or opposad by
pliysica) furce; there (v no military or other netessity
real or pretended, which can prevest obedience to the
Conpstitntion, efther North or Sonth. All the right
and all the obligations of States and Individuals can
e protecied Jaod enforced by means perfectly ton-
gistont with ihe fundamental Isw. Tue courlts may
be everywhirs opon, and, if open, their protess would
be yulmpeded, Crimes t the United Bistos cau
be provenlad ar pu by the proper judieial an-
thorities in & munnor entirely practicable and legsl.

There is, therefore, uo resson why the Constiluting
shoiild pog be obeyed, unless those who exercise iis

and vialated. The mere naked will of this govern-

| ment, or of some one or more of Iy branclies, fs the
| omly obstagle that can exisl to a perfect Unlon of all

the States. On this momentons question, snd somae
of the measwres growlng out of It, I bhave had the
misfortune fo differ from Congress, and huve exs
pressed my convigtions without reserve, thoughtew!th
becaming defereuce to the opiniony of the Laglalative

| Departmgnt.

The Presldent’s Posltion Unclinnged,
‘Tho#e convictiona e oot ouly unthanged, Lut
strengibened by subsequont eveuls and furiber ro-
flectigp. . The sanseendpst importanes of the subject
widl be & sulclont excuse for calllsg your attention 1w

, fnldects them to & stean

some of the reasons which have so strongly inflaended
my own judgment. The hope that we may all for-
mally eonour tn & mode of settlement conslatent at
ones with onr tros interséts, and with sur swora
dnlfes to the Constitution, s oo natural and teo juit
10 bo easlly rollnquished, :
The Late Insurrectionnrey States. :

It 15 clesr toamy approbension that the Blatesintely
in rebellion nre still members of the National Unlén,
When did they cense to be so7 The “Ordinanées of Ss-
cession” adopted by s portion—in mostof them a very
small portion—of thelr cltizens wers mere nullition, If
we admit now that they were valid and effectasl for
the purpose Intended by thelr authiors, we sweep from
under onr feet the whols gronud npon which wa joa-
tifled the war, Were those States aflerwards expellod
from the Union by the war? The dlmct contrary was
averred by thirgovernment to be its purpose, and was
#0 understood by all those who gave their ‘blood and
treasure Lo ald in Its prosecntion.

It cannot be that a suceessiul war, waged for the
preservationd the Unlon, had (he legal effect of dls-
solving I, The vietory of the pnation's arme was not
thi disgrace of her policy; the defont of fon on
the batile-fleld wae not the triumph of e luwless
pringiples; nor conld Congress, with or without the
consent of the Executive, do anything which wounld
have the effect, directly or indirectly, of Nepariting the
Stater from each other., To dissolve the Unilon is to
repeal the Constitution which holds It tagether, and
that is & power which does not bolong to any depart-
of the government, or to all of them united,
This fe s0 plalu that [t has been acknowledged by
all branches of the Federal Government. The Execn-
tive, my predocessor, as well as mysell, and the
heads of all the departments have uniformly asted upon
the principle that the Umion 1+ pot only undissolved,
but indissoluble. Congresa sulmitted an smendment
to the Constitution to be ratified by the Sonthern
Blates, nod acoepted their acts of ratificalion as & ne-
censary and lawful exercise of their ighest function.
If they were not States, or wore States out of the
Union, their consent to & change In the fandamental
law of the Union wonld have been nngatory, and
Congress In asking it committed a political absurdity
The Judiciary has slso given the solemn sanction of
Itw anthority to the same view of Lthe ease. The Judges
of the Supremes Court hawg Included the Bouthern
States In thelr clrcuits, and they are constantly, in
bane and elsewhere, exerclaing jorlediction which
does not belong to them, unless those States wra Siates
of the Union,  If the Sounlhern Siates are component
arte of the Union, the Constitution le the impreme
aw for them, as it is for all the other States. Thoey
are bonnd to obey It, and so are we. The right of the
Federnl Government, which i clear aud unquestion-
able, to enforce the Constitution upon them, implies
the corelative obligation on our pirt to obeerve its
limitatione and execute it gusranties, Without the
Constitution we are nothing; by, through and nnder
the Constitution we are what It makes un,
We may doubt the wisdom of the Inw; we may not
approve of lia 'pmvls!om, bt we cannot violate it
merely because (t seems to confine our poweta within
limits narrower than we could wish. It is not a
question of individual, or class, or sectional interests,
much less of party predominance, but of duty—of high
and esacred doty—which we are all aworn to rm.
If we cannot support the Conatitution with the cheer-
ful mlacrity of those who love and believe in It, we
must give to it, at least, the fdelity of public servants
who act under solemn obligations and commands
which they dare not disregard. The constitutional
duty s not the only one which reqnires the Stales to
be restored ; there 1= another considerstion, which,
though of minor importance, is yet of great weight,
Object of the Late War,
On the 224 day of July, 1881, Congress
an almost uhuulymmn vole of both Hf"mmwwbu{
should be condacted solely for the purpose of preserye
g the Union and maintaining the supremacy of the
Federnl Constitotion and laws, without tm tho
dignity, equality nnd rights of the States or of lndi.
viduals, sud that when this was doue the war shonld
ocase. Ido not sny that this declaration is personally
binding on those who joined in making I, any morg
than individual members of Congress are personally
bound to pay s public debt created under a law for
which they voted. But it was & solemn public official
pledge of the national honor, and I ecannot na
;apcm‘:ghu grounds the repudiation of it s to be
[+L] . '

If it be remembered, this Pmmtn was not made
to Rebels only. Thousauds of true men in the South
were drawn to onr standard by Il‘ and hundreds of
thousands In the North gave their lives In the beliel
that it wonld be carried out. It was made oo the ds,
after the first great battle of the war had besn
and lost. All patriotic aud intelligent men then saw
the uacnnn{ of qivlug such an ussorance, and be-
lieved that'withoot 1t the war would qnd in digaster to
our canse, Havin g‘"" hat assuravce in Lhie ex-
tremity of our peril, the violation of it now, in the da
of our power, would be nrude rending of that
faith which holds the moral world togelhér,
counitry wounld cense Lo have any clalm upon the ¢on-
fidence of men. It would make the war not enly x
fullure buts frand,

Oppesition te Militnry Reconstraction,
Being siucerely convinced Lthal these views are cor
rect, L wonld be unfaithful to my duty if 1 did not
recommend the repeal of ihe gets of Congress which
piace ten of the Soutbern Htites under the domina-
tion of military masters, If calm reflection shall
satisly a m-,!lnritr of your honorable bodies that the
ncts referred to are not ounly a violation of the na-
tional faith, but in direct confiiot with the Constitu-
tion, I dare not permit myself to doubt that you will
immediately o them from the statute book. To
demonstrate the nnconstitutional charaster of those
acts, I need do uo more than refer W thelr geacral
provisions,

It onst be seen at onee that they are authorized
to dictate what alterations shall bo mude inthe cons
stitullons of the several States; to control the elec-
tions of State legisintors and State ofMicers, mombers

of Copgress and electors of President aud Vice Presi-
dcau?%nrhllradly declaring who shisll vote uund who
shall excluded from that privilege; to dissolve

State logislatures or prevent them from mombnngn:
to dismiss judges sud other oivil fanotionaries of t
Siate aud appoint others without rogared to State law;
to orgunize aud operste all the political machinery of
the States; to regulate the whole sdminisirstion of
thelr domestic and loeal affales sccording to the more
will u; strange and lrresponsible agonts sent smong
them for that purpose,

These nre pc':wars not granted to the Federal Go-
vernment or to any one of its brao ;3 mot being

ranted, we violate ln the faceof & ;milfu [nterdiet,
bt the Constitution forbids us to do whatever it doos
not affirmatively authorize even by expross worda or
by clear implieation, If the suthority we deuire
use dots pot come to us through the Constitulion, we
can cxercise it only by usurpation, and sanrpation is
the most dangerons of politioal orimes, By that erimeo
the enemien of free government in all nges have
wyrked out thelr dui!.n- agalust pablic liberty and
bﬂvata right. It lesds directly and Immediately to
the establisnment-of absolate role, for andelegated
power s always aniimited and )

The nols of il question, are nob ooly ob-
Jectionable for usyumption of augrantad power,
bat many of thelr provisions are In confllot with the
direct probinjtions of the Coustitution, The Consti-
“"hmnh ¥ that ti.ld" bl;fxn form of govern-
ment shal - guaran all the Brales; 0
person shallibe deprived of life, liberty or mﬁ,
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