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Whe Enmoediate Duties of Congress,

From the N. ¥. Nation.
B Congress assembles thin weol under cironm-
stanoces far diforent from any which either this
or the preceding Congress ever had to moet
Sustained Ly the consciousness of popular
favor, and fearing only to seem too slow for
the popular will, the majority in the last two
Aessions were careless upon some points which
carefnl thinkers knew ware of vast importancs
to the oountry, and which, as the last few
months have proved, were of no small im-
portance to the party. For though it is gingn-
Iarly difionlt to igterest the American peopls
in the philosophy of finance, and hard to make
them appreciate apy abstract propositions on
the subject, they are quick enough to appraci.
ate results, and perfeotly ready to visit all
their politioal managers with wrath if the
gourse of publle affalre 15 Injurions to business.

It is well known that the past ysar has been
a very unsatisfastory one to the commaorcial
and manufacturing classes In every respsol,
and that the farmers have felt their taxes,
direot and inditect, o be a load Adispropor-
tiomed to their income. The dissatisfaction
thus excited, as every intelligent politician
knows, hfts had a very large share in bring.
ing abont the reverses of this fall. Many of
those Republicans who have deserted their
letdy on aoccount of the untoward results of

a finanoial polioy, have been eager advooates
of the very worst features of that poliy, and
have not now the least idea of the points in
which it is really at fault. All this ia not to
be wondered atf, nor will it be of any use to
demonstrate to the grumblers that they could
have done no better. Men who take the poai-
tion of leaders in publioc affairs ave bound to
know how to suoveed, and canvot exouse their
incompetency by proving the egnal in-
competency of their censors. The Army of
the Potomac was long cursed with command-
era who absunded in exonses, when the best
exouse they could have given was to resign

gitions for which they were totally unfitted

nature. The Republican party ocannot
a.gord to run the sams career, for in politios
Chanoellorsville and Cold Harbor are rarely
sudceeded by Five Forks aud Appomattox.

988 asembles noder the influence of &
strongly adverse public seutiment, in appaar-
anoeé at least. The splendid majority of
450,000 which sustained it twelve months ago
has dwindled to almost nothing. What can
be done to meet the wishes of the peopls, to
restore public confidence in the party which
Congress leads, and to give to the sountry that
stabllity which parties are worse than useless
if they do not subserve ?

The answer can be given wisely only by
first asoertaining what are the grouuds of
popular discontent, and in what degree Con-
greas is censurable for their existence. These
grounds may, to the best of our comprehen.
slon of them, be briefly desoribed as the
negro question, taxation, currency, corrnp-
tion, oocal issues we omit, although im-

t, because notl within the province of

Jongress.

1. The negro question has hnd a more wida-
spread influence than any other, although we
do not think it has had so much efféct in most
of the States as other motives to discontent.
We propose to deal fairly with this difficulty
of politics, and to acknowledge frankly the
extent to which it has interfered with party
sucoess, and also our own share of respousi-
bility in the matter. It would be vain to deny
that the fidelity of the Hepublican party to the
cause of equal rights, in its applivation to the
fiegro, has been one of the chief causes of its
heavy logsss In Ohdo, California, New Jerasy,
and Maryland. The superior strength of the
sentiment of vengeance in the popular mind
over that of simple justios is strikingly illas-
trated by the resnit in Kansas, where the

ple have refuzed to enfranchise the negro,

y over 8000 majority, and at the mme time
have disfranchised deserters and disloyal
wmen, by over 1000 majority, It is still twice
&s popular to hang your enemies as to help
Yyour friends.

Negro suffrage at the North, moreover, is
eﬂdanu{‘lnmlamhh to many who are willlug
to foroe it mpon the South, Hooh has always
been our own lmpression of the public miod,
It is not a very generous or very creditable
state of feeling; but it exists, nevertheless,
and must be taken iuto sccount in studying

litieal forees. Nor is it pradent, or oven
ust, to denounce with bitterness those who
tlrticipnla inthe sentiment. Some good and

-hearted men, who oppose negro suffrage
at the North becanse it would inorease the
corruptible slements of the Republican party—
al ¥ 100 numerous—favor it at the South
because they see no other way to secure equal
oivil rights or the manence of the Union.
But negro suflrage is none too popular, whe-
ther existing North or South, It l‘: not to be
depied that the complete supremacy of the
negro in some of the Bouthern States is ex-
tremely repulsive to many Republicans, and
Is deprecated by many more. We hLave on
thr: ous oocnsions expressed the opinion that

negro i8 not to be blamed for the conrse
which he has taken; but for all that a wiser
comrae waa possille, espeocially in Virginia ;
and ‘the Republican party may have to pay
denrly for the want of mors prodent manage-
ment at the South. The conselidation ef the
negro volo was & desirable and indispensable
means of reconstraoction ; buat the co-operation
of white men, aven if a little tardy, shonld
have been chearfully lm]:‘ud, and they shonld
lave been allowed o weight in the party pro-
portiened to the numbers of their racs, and
not merely to their own nnwmber,

The practieal question now, howaver, Is
Whether Congress shall receds from the ground
1t how taken. We say emphatioally, No! Con-
i"“.ih 80 far aa it embodiss the ideas of free-

O and uationality, has never had any option
€xcept botween the path which it took last

iug and total rutn
'i" 8 riin. Wedo not mean that
ull the details of the uuoonstrnm.iuu acta w

. . ere
vagential; but thelr main §deas other than the
Msfranchising clauses, ware of vital fmport
anen, Wa certainly do not gdvise the dgﬁer:
tion of a-wise and necessar
y _ ¥ path merely

ecanse It proves Lo be o HUN moya dlifoult
shan was expected. Thia is an lssue of 1ifs and
doath, and Congrens would somwily suleide i
1. ¥honld draw back from the work of Bonth.
v reconstruction.  On this issus the ladurs
must fight to thé last, waiting for the ple

» draw 0p to their supt:rt, and oonfdent of
. oal vietery, no matter how delayed,

But the ple will not long hesitate upon
this ml‘on if the politioal sction of the
colored race at' the South is guided by wise
counsels, The zeal of the negro has been
gufliclently roused. He has shown that he

know friends st thg North. He must now
be ide 0 &wﬂrﬁtm his pro-

Rl
80 us Lo

: % deference to superior

'm.' Hemnst show his. fitness to share

in the wwﬂ! the whole country, as

well o b ity toprotect himsell by weans

of his vote, And this oan be brought about,
wa verily beliove, by a judioclons sxample at
Wasbington, and a little wholesome advios
frem the leading mombers of Congreas.

2. Tuxation in all ils depariments fs a sob-
frot which Con ought to deal with on far
different principlea from those whioh have
hitherto guided ita aotion—If, indeed, it oan
Lo gaid to have had sny principles on the sub-
juet, It is well koown that the intolerable
pressure of taxation has had muokh to do with
the untoward political resulits of the year,
Many branches of business, onoe active and
jrofitable, have Leen taxed into stagnation,
#nd somae have beon actually taxed out of ex-
istemce, Commisaioner Wells, in his able re-
jort of last year, founded upon oareful study
of his anbjeot, both theoretionlly and practi-
cally, pointed out in the clearest manner both
the disease and the remedy, His labors wers
treated with contempt, and rewarded by a
mean plot to abolish fia oftice, one of {ihe
most nsefnl and wasfully flled of any in
the United States. Tha plot failed, happily
for the country; but his advioe was disoardad
in favor of the ernde notions of men who knew
nothing whataver of the aciende which lies at
the foundation of asound flscal system, and
who cared for nothing except to push their
own private schemes. We hope ’:rr A soma-
what wiser conrse of action now. Politioal
sucesss, it is plain, cannot be had without a
reform in the mode of raising revenna. And
if the majority of Congress are not yet satisfied
that it is their best polioy to follow the advice
of the few men who, like Mr. Wells, nndar-
stand the sulijeot, instead of exercising their
own intuitive genins at the expense of the
conntry, they have not as much sonse as we
give them oredit for,

3, The eunrrency will probably ba the firat
snbject with which Congress will oocupy itself;
and we must frapkly say that we expect no
good from its action. The West {5 eager for
Ymoney;'" and the lower Honse will nndonbt-
edly do its best to reopen the currency wmill
which Mr. Mot'allooh keeps olofed so firmly.
It will .do its utmost for inflation; and infla-
tion, no matter in what degree, means bank-
ruptey avd disgrace. Ae the New York Times
lately said, no issue of §2 600,000,000 in cur-
renoy {8 meeded to decide our fate.
£400,000,000 will do it just as effectually; in-
deed, #100,000,000 would pretty nearly seitle
the question.  If the country once revives, in
time of peace, the practice of debasing the our-
rency by the issue of new legal-tenders, it
CAn Dever st.nF short of total repudiation. Our
reliance is placed apon the sound sense and
integrity of the Senate, and that failing, we
ghall look hopefully, for the first time, for a
vetp from the President, It is his last chanos
for vindieating his reputation, and for making
the veto honorable; and we sincerely pray
that he may not let it slip if the occasion
comes. But we also trnst that the Senate will
not let him have the occasion. The [fouse,
we fear, is past praying for.

4. The corruption whish deeply affects both
the political parties of the country is naturally
and properly avenged by the people mainly
upon the party in power. It would be idle to
ask our publie men to do anything against
this mouvstrons evil directly. They are all
cowards in its presence. Bat many of them
are really desirous to put an end to or limit it,
if they can do so without attacking it direatly
in the persons of its representatives. Kven
gome men who have grown fat upon public
slunder are heartily willing that all future rob-
wry should be prevented; and some of them
will render material ald in preventing others
from profiting by their example. The most
effective way in which Congress can do any-
thing for this purpose, 8o desirable for tha in-
terestzs of the public and of the dominant
party, is by simplifying ths business of the
revenue department and the muachinery of
publie business in general. Every new tax is
the parent of new frauds. Every superfluous
offiolal is an ally of corruption. He genarally
maintaing his position by corrupting others,
and his family by corrupting himsalf.

With loonl issnes Congress has nothing to
do. It has an abundance of work before it in
the fields of which we have spoken, and othars
which fall within its province. All considera-
tions of public good, and, as a means to that,
of y success, appeal to its comrags, ita
moderation, its prodencs, its integrity, for the
full performance of ita duty at this time. The
maintenance of the Union, though probabls, is
not infallibly assured without guarantees for
the maintenance of liberty and national good
fnith. To perfect these guarantses, to clear
away the dnancial dificulties of the conntiry,
to purify the adminlstration of public busi-
negg—thess are the duties of the presant Con-
gress. It will have the prayers of allgood
men for 15 snccess, and the blessings of all if
it succeeds,

R EEE—
The Bpecch of the Emperor,
From the N. Y, Tribune.
The sword *of Damocles, always suspended

over the peace of Earope by a single Lair,

trembled as if it would fall whem the Emperor
Napoleon, in violation of his treaties, sent the
French troops to Rome. No bolder atep has
been taken by France than this. It was a
position from which it was impossible to re-
cede, and if diplomacy falled to maintain it,
Franos must have accepted war, The move-
ment excited the jealonsy of Prussin, and was
openly meant to prevent the unity of Italy;
thronghout the whole of Europe it was un-

popular in the extreme, and nowhere less
]»Upnlnr than in Fravce itself. It sesmod as if
suis Napoleon had risked the peace of Enrope
mwurely to postpons the inevitable downfall of
the Fapal role, and his interference was almost
upiversally thought to be another blander,
like the Mexioan invasion. Bat it was not &
blunder; it was a policy. The Emperor nuder-
stood the situation, and Lis boldness bhas besn
rewarded with sucoess.

The spesch of Napoleon before the Banate
and Corps Législatif explaing everything. It
explains why the Itallan Government not only
allowed him to defeat Italian unity, buat
aotunlly, aided his armies. It explains why
Prussis, knowing France to be her great rival
and natural enemy, again purmil.t«sJBNa oleon
to make himsall the arbiter of oitarn
Europe, apd adhered to a porfectly neutral
wlioy. That explanation is the fear of repub-
jeaniem, Garibaldi, when he advanced npon
Roms, olaiming it as the citadel of Italy, re-
pregented the people and the rif;hu ol the
nation, and ag (thelr representative he was
oruglied. The armed iotervention of Franoe,
the nentrality of Prussia, the arrest of Garl.
baldi by order of Vietor Emanuel, coosti-
tuted o combination of monarchs against a
republican movement.  All the .!:;{nlly of
Europe wan frightened and incen that =
poor farmer of Caprera should appeal to pea-
Bants and shepherds, and attempt to ssitls,
Witk afow thousands of red-s voluntesrs,
7 ‘10estion that concerned gabinets and throves.
;.::" m&awﬂr u&: tl{:ﬂlﬁ:}!ﬁh Govern-

orush G aAD move-
ment, which  bad the full "

rope, the priveiple

i

no o
gl

rioa, no aoguisition of territory, should be
effected exoept through the ruling Govern:
ments; Had Giﬁm paptured Home, and
had the Romana declared their tsrﬂlar:ow'
of the K of Italy, a terrible p ent
would have been established, It would never
have beem forgotten that ths people had
assorted a right to aot withoul consultation
with their rulers, and the repoblioan idea
would have been established in absolate de-
flanice and contempt of monarchy.

So Italy submitted to Frenoh interforanca ;
s Prossin ylslded the supremacy to France
g0 Garlbald] was defeated, and the Pope pro-
teoted, aolely that the growth of democracy in
Europe might be checked. It ia not that aoy
power, with the exoeption of Catholle Bpain, is
profoundly interested in the temporal rals of
the Pope, but that all powers are conoerned in
the subjugation of the people, The guestion
may ba decided in favor of Italian unity by
the General Congress which Lonia Napoleon
has proposed, bat the right of the peopls Lo
determine it will not be conceded,

Bot every effort to repress republicanism
only adds to its strength and enthusissm,
(Garibaldi, arrested fn Italy, reappears In
Frapce., Even in Paris, under the bayonets of
the Ewpire, the peeple make no pécret of
their indigonation. At the cemetery of Mont-
mnrtre, the peopls of Parle distarbed the
silenve of the tombs with shouts of “Long
liva Garibaldi 1" aud “Down with the inter-
vention I’ The troopsare distributed throngh-
out the eity; thers are midnight inspooctions,
Paris {a garrisoned in every qoarter. It is
plain that the dynasty of Napoleon does mnot
possess that nndivided love of the people of
which the Emperor boasts io his address.
That boast iz followed by a confession that
“the publlc mind i3 expored to excltemsnt
and dangerous impulses,’’ and that to render
thege powerless he depends upon their sup-
pression when required, and upon the ensrgy
and nuthority of the ruling powers.”” The
Ewpire has lost far more than it has gained
in the five years past, Mexico dealt ono blow,
Russin another, and it is not surprising to
find Louis Napoleon declaring that “it s neces-
sury to accept fraukly the changes that have
taken place on the other gide of the Rhine.”
But it 18 equally necessary for him to perfect
Lis military organization, and to prepare for
an inevitable war, which is simply a question
of postponement.,

In all that the Emperor has gaid in favor of
peace, we recognize little but the fear of war,
and an uneasy conscionsness of the daogers
upon which bis throne is built. But his dread
of the ‘IL'ﬂplu is their encouragement and op-
snrtun ty. Men like Garlbaldi mever [fail,

risons caunot confine thetr influence, aud
even the grave caynot entomb their apirit.
They are victorions even in defeat, and oat of
this ruined invasion of Rome is already born
an unrest and a purpose which will work mira-
cles in Europe. Demooracy was never stronger
tbhan it is now, and if we need & proof of ils
strength, it i= found in the accomplishment of
German unity. It was not Bizsmark that
accomplished that; he appealed to the German
people, and when they answered him, Austria
was forced to be silent, and France mutely
beheld the arbitration of Europe passing out
of her handa forever. '

The Roynl Speeches,
From the N, ¥. Herald,

The LEoglish Parliament and the French
Legislature have .both been formally opened
with speeches from the throne. The Emperor
appeared and delivered his spesch in person.
The Queen's speech was read by a royal com-
missfon. There ia some food for thought in
this difference. The Hmperor of France re-
tains his popularity and Lis power by doing
Irds own work. The Queen loses her popu-
larity and her power by leaviog her work to
be done by others. Many things might be
gnid on this subject, if we felt disposed to go
into particulars, This much, at least, it is
safe to =ay, that if a little less of Napolsenizm
would be a blessing to France, a little more of
Napoleonism would be a blessing to Eugland,
Where monarchy exists, its success depends on
the avoidanoe of two opposite extremes., Too
much projected, monarchy iz liable to becoms
a bore; too little projected, it is liable to be-
come 4 nuisance. We have the two extremes
exemplified in France and England. Napo-
leon 18 too much of a despot; Victoria iz too
much of an automaton. It i2 no longer to be
denied that if the French peopls had occasion
to complain that the Government is too much
in the hands of one man, the English people
are of opinion that & little more of Napolson.
izm is the thing which, of all others, they most
need. The fashionable world of London, in-
cluding, of course, the West End shopkeepers,
are beartily sick of the (ueen’s retirement,
This feeling has been very much aggravated
by the protracted illness of the Princess of
Wales. Even the English people will get
tired of monarchy if it eannot or will not keep
up the excitement of a conrt.

The Queen’s speech does not appear to have
had any special excellence, We do not forget,
ofoonrke, that the spesch was composed by
Lord Derby aund it hemchman Disraeli, It
seems to have been guarded and cantions in
the extreme. If it ermred at all, it erred by
defeot, The Emperor's speech, on the othsr
band, was full and exhaustive. It is his own
gpeech—an expression of the thoughta of his
own aclive and obzervant mind—and no one
can read it without feeling that it is worthy of
the ruler of & great country. We are not
blind admirers of the Emperor Napoleon, We
thipk he lLias made during his reign some great
and serions mistakes, But perfection is not to
bo looked for in mere mortality, even if that
mortality should bafound to live in the persons
ef imperial philosophers. History will con-
deron bhim for the part he has played in the
Beptember Convention busivess; bat history
will justify the conclusion he has arrived at
in regurd to the comsolldation of Germany.
W are not satisfied that the Emperor s qulte
pleaced to have on his northern border so
powerful a neighbor as Vrussia has become;
but he has shown his wisdom by yielding
gracefully and in time to Ahat which he can-
vt resist.  'Wa oannot say that Napoleon has
vuver atteiopted the impossible, bmt we can
say that he has never stupidly persisted In
the attempt. In this Roman difficulty Napo-
eon has & heavy task on hand; but we are
not without redsons for balleving that, {f life
is spared him, he will bring it to & satisfac-
tory igsue. The Beptember Couvention nn-
yugatlonably rendered his interference nsces-
sary; but though originally, in onr opinion, a
grand mistake, the Septamber Convention may
prove the mesuy of finally and satisfactorily
seWling the Roman question. No' one is now
more fully convinoed than Napoleon himsell
that the Pope, to remain a grest spiritoal
ruler, muat cease to bea temporal prines. It
will be seen, [rom the or's Te-
wadks, that the eflivienoy of the arm
i the object of his constant aplivl-
tode, It
tenov of Lis sposth
. s wise policy;

eflivionsy of (he

Powers are uonn.hlbopoll?to be puar-
sued in the East. If the doators do not tender
too much advice the “‘Slok Man'' may yet be-
oome convalescent. The Roman question is
the ouly diffidulty Napoleon has on Lif hands.
He has, he tells us, oalled to his aid the dif-
ferent European powers; but it remains to be
seen whether they will respond to hix call.
Napoleon ought not to wail for their advice.
He ig atrong enough to complete ths work
whioh he has t:ﬁnn in Italy. The real
crowning of the edifics wonld be the dissolu-
tion of the temporal powsr of the Papacy. It
was & French Emperor who lald the founda-
tion of that power. It ia fiting, now that ita
work Is done, that a French Emperdr should
bring it to naught. The work of tha accond
Charlemagne might thus be greater than that
of the lirst.

Congress aud the Prophets.
Fromithe N. Y. Times.

Th# fact that Congress met and adjourned
until Monday is a suggestive commentary on
the sayings of certain prophets who forstold
haste and vengeance. According to these pre-

dictions, not an hour was to be lost after the
expiration of the prescribed intarval. We ware
axsured that the members imﬁatiuntly awaited
the chance of showing what they could do, and
that within three days of their reassembling
they wonld be in the midst of work. Why else
were they averse to walting until the day ap-
pointed for the regular session ! Why, if not
on the suppositio that the businesa befors
them was too urgent Lo be deferred !

Only the repatation of the prophets suffera
from the poun-fullllment of thalr prophecies;
Cougrees does not. Their loss is its gain, It
has shown diseretion, which ia more glorious
than a ferocious spirit. It has evinced a dis-
position to wait; and waiting impliss coolnass,
re fleotion, judgment, and sense — qualitiss
which are more noticeable because differing
from the passions imputed to it by the
prophets.

The Judiciary Committea’s report on jm-
penchment ig promised for Monday, and wa
trust there will be no further delay in its pre-
sentation. The sooner that subject is disposed
of the better, It has been used as a bugbear
guite lopg enough. Now give us the whole
benefit of the investigation. Tell us what the
Committes have discovered, and what they
think of their discoveries. Dring the matter
to an issue, and end it one way or another. If
& tragedy is in rehearsal, preparations shounld
be made for its solemnities; if a foree, get it
over, and clear the stage for weightier per-
formances.

Forin the coming session Congress must
think of more than its own pleasure. It is
charged with more than the good name of its
members. The credit and fatore of the party
it represents is in its keeping. Its action will
confer renewed success oun the Republican
party, or entail upon it disaster. The states-
mansixiiof the party is on its trial, and b
the work of next sesasion will it be {udge .
If the House will remember its responaibilities
in this respeot, we shall not hear much after
next week of impeachment, or of the other
extreme measures of which the prophats have
positively spoken. They will be set aside
summarily, to make room for more creditable
projects.

Liberalityand wisdom in the final adjunst-
ment of the reconstrnotion gquestion—fairness
and sagacity in the disposal of ourrency difli.
culties—vigor, impartiality, and good faith in
curtailing the expenditnres of Governmant—
holdunegs, thoroughmness, and promptitude in
the reduction of burdens, and the eqguitable
apportioument of taxes that are to be lavied—
these are the more obvious of the many prac-
tioal questions with which the fortunea of the
Republican party are identified. Congress
cannot evade them if it would, and its treat-
ment of them will determine its own fate.
Works, not faith, will achieve its salvation.

The Currency Question,
From the N, ¥, Times.

A hard fight is impending belween the sup-
porters of Mr. MoCulloch’s policy of contrac-
tion and the Western champions of expausion,
Both sides are already busy in Washington,

and we auticipate ageries of demonstrations on
the subject whenever Congress begins its work.

things of the session, and unless moderation
and good senae assert their supremacy at the
outset, the mere agitation of the question will
be injurious. .

The business of the ecountry suflfers now
more serlously from doubl and uncertainty
than from any other cause, There is no actaal
despondency—no general appreliensisn of pro-
longed disaster; but there is a wide-spread
want of confidence as & result of the absence
of all fixedness in the pur & and policy of
the Government. This evil will be aggravated
from the moment Congress becomes the battle-
ground of the conflioting interests which rely
on legislation for relief. On the main issue
the opposing parties are respeclively strong
enough to command attention.

Mr. McCulloch’s plan is In the main gus-
tained by the Henate, while in the Hounse its
opponants preponderate. No immediate danger
of rash legislation thersfore exists rince now
as in the last session, the Benate may be relied
upon to arrest any measure promoting infla-
tion. But by raising the question in an ugly
form, and keeping ft conslanily prominant,
the inflationists of the House may effect ag
wuch mischief, temporarily, ag though they
were gotnally in the ascendant. If suifered to
ko ou unchecked, they may unsettle every-
thing, and by disturbing the public faith in
values, may siimulate speculstion, No bnsi-
neps mwan will koow what to buy or how to
#ell 0 long as there is & possibility of infla-
tion, And the positivensss with which that
measure will be urged by the Wastern Repre-
sentatives will excite misgivings which the
known comservatism of the Sanate will bat
pnrlilllﬂlmill ate.

The inability of either House to do more
ihan frostrate the sotion of the other will
deepen the interest which atiaches to the con-
test, and add foree to its disturbiug influaences,
No confidence can be felt in the future of a
guestion which may at m{ timoe be revolu-
thonized by I chanr of half-a-dozen voles.
The House oanmol hope to oarry the expan-
sion theory into praoctice, or even to reverda

palifledly the Treasury process of contrac-
E:g ' Nor{u the Benate feel assured of ils
ability to supplement rejection of fnflation
with the maintensnce uandisturbed of the
Treasury measures. In such olroumstances,
a deadlock 8 always imminent, and whils
that exlsts, or is feared, thers oan be no in-
centive to enterprise, and ocertainly no safuty
for trade, Only speculators cun thea hope to
thrive,

Some esrly arrangement therefors appenrs
desirable u’tnll to utilize thw time of Con-
ro88 B8 ve the conntry from need-
saa embATy ent. If the ioflationists are
not stropg enough to attain their object, and
it the advocates of contraction are too weak to
' rotain all the ground they now osoupy, what
wonld seem 1o bé the rational 1
{t be better to keep the guestion open, wilh
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The currency is evidently to be one of the big.
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Our own convictions have been in favor of
contraction, and we suggest a modifisation of
the law under which it hns been carried on
simply as a matter of expediency. We baliave
that a compromise might be effectod now with
no forther surrender of principle than is im-
Elied in the stoppage of contraction, I there

a desire to contend for words, let it be said
that contraction is for a season suspended.
Let what has been done remain unndisturbed.
And on the hypothesis that more greenbacka
cannot be called in withont damage to mercan-
tile interests, and that the discretionary powar
vested in the BHecrelary is a menace from
which these Interests shionld be freed, lot it be
declared that relfance will hereafter be plaged
vpon the growing wants of the country to
abgorb any existing sorplus in the volume
of ocurrency. By assuming this ground
avowedly as a compromise, the inflationists
may be deprived of the only auxiliaries that
can render them formidable, the opposition to
the Treasury will be reduced to one of degree,
and not of prineciple, and the conntry will re-
jolce in & settlement which, while apparently
postponing specie f:ymants, will remove
the uncertainty which, for some time past,
has paralyzed all departments of business.
The ogpnrluuity is one which Mr. MoCualloch
should-not neglect. By a graceful surrender
of puints which he ean scarcely liope to retainl
he may conciliate a moderate and powerfn
interest which the experience of the last year
has alienated from him, and may connteract
the efforts in which the advocates of inflation
are engaged. The attainment of these ends is
surely worth a trial.

Civil Rights for ithe Negroes,
Frem the N, Y, World.

According to the best judgment that can at
pregent be formed, the Demooratic party, in
order to carry the Presidential election, must
gain enough additional Stales to overbalance
the electoral votes of the eleven which were
members of the Southern Confederacy. Cou-
gidering the large majority by which Brown-
low was rei‘locted, the Republicans may count

on Tennessee; and they expect to control the
other ten by the votés of the negroes in the
reconstructed governments. If no electoral
votes were to be connted exospt from the
States which participated in the elsction of
1504, the Demoorats have already gained
enough to elect a President. If South
were relisved of military coercion, we shounld
earry the elestion by a most overwhelming
majority. But we must not overlook the facts
of the situation becanse they are disagrseable,
It is the present radical Congress that will
have the counting of the votes; and we should
pay that reckless Lody a compliment it doss
1ot deserve if we suppoged sny scraples would
stand in the way of their success.

It seems pretty well settled, therafore, that
the Democratic party must not only forego any
expectation of aisistance from the Sounth, but
must make additional gaing ine the North to
cancel the votes of the eleven States oxcladed
in 1804, The labor which yet remaios ls to
proselytize more cltizens who have acted with
the Republican party, If wa fail by the lack
of a single electoral vote, it will be as bad for
the country as if we should gét no sleotoral
votes at all. Nor must we build anythin
upon the hope that the Republicans wil
split and run two candidates. e shounld ac-
complish lesa in that case than against the Re-
publican party united, One of it segments
would be & half-way house to delain votars,
The election wonld go into the Honse, whore
the radical candidate wonld be eleoted even
if he had not a tenth of the electoral votes.
If, by nominating General Grant, or any other
blinding devies, the Republicans can prevent
our gaining Htates enongh in the West to
balanoe the reconstructed negroes, we shall
be no better off) for any practical purpose,
than we were in 1504, althongh we are already
certain of a majority of the electoral votes
given in that election.

It will be seen (rom this exhibit that Demo-
orats who have such an overweening semse of
ihe party strength as to think thers 18 no for-
{her need of proselytizing Repoblicaus, are
unwise connsellors. If we cannot make out &
case fitted to aatisfly candid Republicans, we
shall run a vigorous and splendid race, but
fajl to win the prize. The essential require-
ment is to galn States enough to balanoe the
Sonthern rotten boroughs, The orisis is too
important for ud to ot om mistaken ocaloula-
tious. 1f'we expeot to- succeed, we must not
be pufled up by our late resplendent suooegses,
but proceed upon sueh plain prindiples of jus-
tice aud oconcilistion ns will strengthen our
hold npon publio ¢onfdence -and extond onr
viotories.

We peed to present a just and vessonable
plabform on the negro question; one which
will not repal moderate &hpnb!lonn and on
which the Demporatic pasty gan be thoronghly
united. The negro quesiion is the kuot of
the diculty, .J we optinot igoore if, There
aré some points on whioh there 18 the most
entire and decided unaulmity a Datno-
orate, and on which the Gxeduess of their
;‘irws is uo h;ﬂ s L0 SUeDERE. t};‘ be-
fove, for example, all a3 one mawn, that the
control of the sn belongs 1o the Statys,
and ' Govern.

never
T

conviotion on this head should not prejudice
our cause with honest Republicans, for Re-
publican legisiatures have thia very year
acted on the right in the Northern Siates,
and even Congress dares not deny it in rela-
tion to the Bouth except by subterfuges which
are engily exploded. But if we can get this
right fally aek.nowle{ljell, wa shall gain all
that is most essentinl. When the subjeot
ginks from a national to a State guestion, it
will no longer be a dangerous element of
distord. .

Another point on which all Demoorats are
agreed is the unfitness of the Bonthern negroes,
just let loose from brutalizing servitude, to
make a wite nse of the eleotive franchine. If
the Erivilega ghould be eonferred upon them
by the unextorted conzent of the States, we
should regret and deprecats, but conld not
constitutionally resist it. Bat the subjeot is
presented in a different aspect when the rights
of the States and the fitness of are to
be violated by the same stroke; w the
national Government, instead of keeping quist
in & business that does not concern it, inter-
meddles to accomplish a misohisvona object.
There are many & who would not
witbhold their approval of & qualified negro
suffrage, such as long been satablished in
New York; but there is mo Demoorat who,
either as a oitizen of a State or of the Union,
would oconsent to take any step to promote
universal negro suffrage.

On these two poinls the Democratic part
is unanimous; but if the first were connodm{,
Democrats would attach com tively little
importance to the second, belisving that the
subject can be #afely left to the authofity of
the State, and that the people of one State
are not called upon to intermeddls with the
suffrage in another. But thers are many Re-
publicans, uot averse in other reapects to
act with ues, who require to be oconvinced
of the eafety of leaving this question to the
decision of the Sounthern States. The consti-
tutional argument, though conolugive, does
not impress them so long as their sense of
Justice is not satisfied. They desire some
stable assurance that the negroes will be pro-
tected in their rights, and o long a8 negro
suflrage see1ns to them the only secure bar-
rier against oppreasion, they will refuse to act
with the Demooratic party. Now policy, as
well ag justice, requires ns to conceds, with
every token of sincerity, the fullest enjoyment
of all eivil righta to the ne The right to
buy and sell, to learn aund practise every art

trade, to Liold real estate, to sue and’ give
testimony in sll the courts, to suffer no other
orhfrea:elrpuulrsh:r:nu than are on
white citizens for the same are rights
which the whole Dommhmpwnmt ufmll.
to belong to the negroes; not grudgingly, but
from a free and spontaneous sense of justice.
The suffrage is demanded for them on k:’ha pre-
tense that is necen%? for the proteotion of
their civil rights, @ must rebut this pre-
tencs by showing that their oivil righta are
perfectly seoure without the eleotive franchise.
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