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SPIRIT OF THE PRESS.

EDITORIAL OPINIONE OF THHE LEADING JOURNALS
oroF CURRENY TOPIOR~COMPILRD REVERY
pAY FOR THE RVENING TELROERAPU,

The Democrats aund the Public Debt.
From the N Y. o ation

As might have beon expected, the publio
debt is lkely to form the most prominent
topio of dizoussion in preparation for the State
elovtions of this fall, perhaps even more
prominent than the dispute botween the Presi-
dent and Congress. The importunoe of this
dispute depends entirely on the bearing it is
likely to bave on the work of reconstrustion,
and the work of reconstruction on the Con-

resionu] plan Is more likely to be l’rl_mtmn-rl
by a determinved asssult on the public eredit
than in avy other way, In seleoting the pub-

lio credit, too, as the object of their attacks, |

the Democratic leaders are dinplaying that inti-
mate acquaintance with the worat side of
human nature by Which for yuars past their
groatest triumphs have been won. The ohar-
aoter of & people is, in fact, wuooh more sé-
verely tested by the peouniary cost of a war
than by the war iteelf. Daring the progress
of hostilities there are pleuty of sources
pesides mere love of prineiple from which men
draw the courage never to submit or yleld.
There is pride, hatred, animal pugoacity, in-
forest in the dread game itself, all of which
have often operated to protract a war for years

ardent supporters of it could eay Hitls more,

in 1800 and IBM,U‘M that thay ;9qu:

never Ve u nt ome  soon

oome lﬂer, vli?;ory "would ba for the

North, thongh what it wonld cost in men

and money to achisve It mobody oould tell.
Moreover, the low rate In specie &t which

ments most strongly urged Iu recommending
them to investors. To turm round wnow aund

specie would be very like fining & man fur his
simplicity in being taken in by a oleat.
Every nation whioh has never had fta credit
severely tested, and whioh is angaged in & war
wiaged not for conquest or disputed sacossslon,
but to decide whether it is a nation or not,
mukt -.-xrrlwut to borrow monéy at & digadvan.
tage, and berrowing st & disadvantage means
getting very little and undertaking to pay a4
great deal.

If we now undertake to pay off thess bonds
in greenbacks, the minute the proposition was
[ made publio greenbacks wonld lose nearly all

their value; first, becanse the vory {esus of
them would be a eign that the United States’
[ promises to pay were worthlesas., Nobody in

his sensoe would give anything for tha pro-
missory notes of & Government which had
repudinted its bonds, particularly wheu these
very veles were issued as the means of repu-
diation; secondly, becaunse the number of
greeubaoks wonld be 2o greatly inoreased that,
even if their payment is certain, their value in
relation to gold would fall to sbout one-half
its present figure. It is not probable, in faut,
thut after the Demovratio plan of getting rid
of the interest had been adopted, greenbacks

after its original ocsuse ur objects had besn for- | would bring five cents ou the dollar. There

gotten, and after all principls or semblanve of
principle had died out of it.
But when the last shot had been fired, the

banners have been folded, the dead buried, the |

books balanoed, and men have to sattle down
to the dull routine of their old life, and toil
not only to repair their suattered fortunss, but
to pay off money borrowed to help them to
geoure objects which have been already seoured
or lost beyond doubt—money, too, which, like
most monay borrowed in seasons of donbt and
danger, has perhaps been borrowed on very
unfavorable terms, and which has doubtless
been spent wildly, recklessly, qnd extrava-
gantly, a8 money is apt to be in time of war—
then, and only then, comes the real trial of
their honor and patriotism. Almost any mals
animal will fight, but it is only the éfite of the
human race which, when the fighting is over,
will sit down in the calm of peace and dog-

ly and industriously pay. Demagogues

ow this, of course, perfectly well, and connt
on it, #so that, whether they have in the first

would be a general return to specie payments;
but it wonld be thruufh one of the greatest
swindles on record. Except for the fun and

excitement of the “foanciering," simple and

’ undisguised repudiation would be much pre-

fernble, as it would certainly be more simple
and manly, and would certainly muke a lesy
unfavorable impression on mankind as to the
condition of Amerioan morals.

The argument which Mr, Pendlaton and his
confréres bring forward, and which is pro-
docing, and will produce, more effect than
any, is the weight with which the interest of
the debt presses on the mass of the people.
Bat this is not a question which, with a people
making any pretensions to morality, is worth
& mowent's consideration. The repayment of
borrowed mopey is almost always a painfal
and inconvenient process; but thiz has never
been held to be & good reason for not repaying
it. Everybody knew the burden of the public

raised, and whether they

fhstance advocated the war or not, they are
pretty sure, when it is over, 10 advise people to
repudiate. I
@ leaders of the Demooyatic party have,
rhaps, stronger reasons for urging repudia-
Eon an any other demagoguss have ever
had. In the first place, they violently opposed
the war, and predicted steadily and persistently
that the money borrowead for it would never be
refunded. Therefore, they have the ordinary
human interest in bringing about the fulfil- |
ment of their own prophecies. In the second
lace, they look on the public debt as a great
trument of national consolidation, and to |
consolidation they are violently opposed; and |
if they shonld sncceed in breaking down the |
national credit at this juncture, they feel satis- |

fied that the United Btates would never again |

be able to borrow on any great scale or for any
great enterprise—certainly never to resist a
new attempt at secession.

Moreover, they are tho friends of only one
figection,’’ and that is the South. To them
New England iz nothing and New York is
nothing and the West is nothing; but for the
Bouth as a unit they have & real tenderness,
Now, the South will probably feel the burden
of the debt more than any other part ef the
oountg. To her it i8 not simply a debt, it is
a penalty, and a very humiliating penslty—a
moral as well as a physical burden. It iz at
onoe the sign and memorial of her defeat, To
get rid of the debt is, therefore, the highest
service the Democrats can render the South,
and, perhaps, the only way they can hope to
win back the Southern whites into the old

Of course they do not now propose down-
right repudiation. They are much too shrawd
to be ty of such bruotal frankness as this,
The ow perfectly well that the memories
of the war are still ltronidmd still sacred, and
thongh they gﬂm:d it bitterly and mourned
over every victory, and though the
sight of & uniform is odious to them, thay like
to get & Union soldier for their candidate
:utldhmm the “}f' and aﬁlmt to consider their

on in the struggle a title to popular
confidence. Occasionally at a nominalfugp oon-
vention, as the other day in Ohio, a drunken
or indisoreet member blurts out the real fesl-
ing of the party about the Northern army, but
he is instantly checked, and one of his col-
“gita om his head," as on a fallen
horse, till his kicking and plunging can do no
harm. 8o, also, with regard to the publie
dabt, they approach it cautiously and with
the tenderest ':Enm for what they consider
the wa « They have acoordingly
the campaign by a determined sttack
on the inlerest of it, while for the principal
mfofm the profoundest respect.
idea of assailing the public credit as an
instrument of party warfare wis undoubtedly
concelved long ago. The first public expres-
slon of it was made in Mr. Johnson's conver-
sation with Miles (’iejlly, in which he de-
nouneed the melic creditors as & ‘‘bond aris-
tooracy,"’ and declared the design of the radi-
cals was to administer the (sovernment for
their benefit. But in Mr, Johnson’s hands it
has not, a8 might have been expectad, been
with as much dexterity as in Mr. Pendle-
ton's. The theory on which the “bond aris-
tooracy’’ was held up for popular axecration
was that the United States bonds wers mainly
held by very wealthy men, and that the Goy-
ernment wis passing more and more into the
hands of ihumtgloru and used to serve their
urposes. r. Pendléton knows, of ocourse,
&ltthhhlbau:d.orwhnln per-
more to the , knows that no-
lieve it; so, instead of maintaining
u:;l u&fa;lgmlybmﬂt of &
ply says that
has the deepest respect; all
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| shonld be when it was contracted.
| should fail to pay as we promised to pay,

to is the interest. He says that

i8 &t & time
mach less
AL ocan be

, of course,

them was what

Investing in
WAL WS & peci-

gpent s something with which the lenders
have nothing to do; the national faith being
pledged to them that they will be repaid in
goin aud in any event; not if we find it con-

venient, or if the West is satisfied or the |

Fast is satizfied, or if the poor are satislied,
but under all circumstances and at any
hazard. It is pledged, too, against all forced
vonversions or wrigglings or twistings or tarn-
ings which will make the debt any less valu-
able to bondholders than it was agreed tllfml: it

we

the creditors have, it is trune, no remedy.
There is no tribunal before which a nation
can be cited; but no nation has ever yet re-
pudiated without finding before very long
what & terrible thing the loss of credit is, for
pations which repudiate are almost always
governed by knaves, and so badly governed

| that they can mever very long keep out of

scrapes whioh maks loans necessary.

We confess, howaver, that exceptas an illus-
tration of the way in which demagogunes seek
to use huoman baseness for their own sellish

| suds, we do not consider the Democratico oru-
sade against the public debt very formidable.

| The *‘bond aristocracy’ is h;gpi!yn figment |
[ of Mr, Johnson's excited thoug

not very cul-
tivated imagination. The vast majority of the
holders of the unational bonds are poor men
and women who are glad to commit their

that the public oredit has plenty of support in
the interest as well as in the honor of the
people,

It would be hard to overestimate the import-
ance of the course of the majority on a gues-
! tion of this sort. If democracy is going to
l excvel monarchies and aristoorscies in nothing
| butin belng stronger, better fed, and richer,

everybudy who Dbelieves that the mission

debt would be heavy when the loans were |
were well or ill !

Lardly-won savings to the national keeping, '
and where they do not hold them directly the |

savings banks hold them by the million, so | sury Department, an

bonds conld be bonght was one of the argu- |

nse it ne an argument for not paying them in |

of nations, as of men, is not to breed |

fast and get fat, but to ‘‘incline to
| God’s will and walk in His way,” will be
glad to see the last of it. If this democracy
| were deliberately to embrace the principles
preached by what is called the Demooratic
| arty in this country, history wonld talk of
| It as the worst ourse that ever befel mankind.
| From the vices of kings and nobles thers was
| an appeal to popular virtne, but from the
vices of democracy there is no a.mal but to
despotism, It s, of course, of highest
importance that we ghould all get rich a4 fast
ad we can; but in getting rich we shonld

tor than & partvership agreement in a trade of

per of coffee, calivo or tobacco, or some
other snoh low concern, to be taken up for a
little temporary interest, and to be dizssolved
by the fancy of the parties. It is to be looked
on with other reverence, because it is nota
partnership in things subservient only to the

perishable nature, It is a partnership in all
arts, a partnership in every virtne in all
perfection.”

The South amd the President.
From the N. Y. Times.

The recent action of the President, and the
ill-concenled antagonism that exists between
his position and that of General Grant, seem
goarcely to have disturbed the current of
Bouthern opinion, Taking the press as a
correct exponent of the various shades of
local feeling, we must conclude that the hope
once cherished of help from the President
has been universally abandoned, and that the
interest fult in his polioy is limited to the per-
gonal and mmu‘ comiplioations which it

involves. pposed Lo Co 88
and the Reconmstruction law are 'll'll:'lstm in
their denunciation of Grant. His approval of
Bheridan's conrae, his resistance to the Presi-
dent's and his identification with the
measures of ongkrﬂl. have raised the ire of
editors who mistook his moderation for indif-

« But
;'b!m.ﬁ Gu:t

f

f

never forget that the State is something ‘¢ bet- |

grose animal existence of a temporary and’

Hed upon hopefally, qonfidently, by the oppo-
netts of rotonstraotion. In bis efforts in thelr
behwell, they saw & chance of dsliverance, and
sven of ulthuate triumph. The Ilast fow
months have dissipated these delusions. Mr.
Johnzon, {4 I8 seen, in 88 nothing aud nobody
against Congress, backed by the firm will of
the nation. His ald has rendersd matters
worse, notl better. And they have outlived
the folly that would place any dependence
upmm pretensions and sndeavors which a few
weeks henoe will be orushed and frostrated by
the power ol Congress, We find none sufi-
oleptly ignorant or weak 1o belleve that the
display vow mada by Mr. Johnson will avail
hini or his abettors in the smallest degree;
while there {8 every where an evident consclons-
uess of the fact that Congress, when it assem.
bles, will make its mastery of the situation
more absolute than ever,

Apart from the loss of all reliance on the
power of Mr. Johuson, we trace in Southern
jonrmalism an entire want of respact for hia
Jjndgment.  Whatever be the interpretation
put upon his motives, there I8 no longer auy
reliance upon his sagacity or statesmanship.
It is ween and felt that ax President he is
& blunderer all the tims—marring even
good thinga by his manner of doing them,
and making bad things tolerabls by the
temper in which they are attempted, {hml'«
hie hins ceased Lo enjoy credit as o friend of the
South, and s rated instead amongst its worst
enemies.

Material interests, too, are gradually nssert-
ing their supfemacy over maloontents and
partisans. The Wade Hamptons, the Hilla,
aud the Herschel Johnsous may avow thair
preference for a continuance of military gov-
ernment over governments reconstraoted in
conformity with the law; but the Southern
people appear to be tired of agitation, whether
originated by Sonthern citizens or foroed apon
them by a President powerless except for avil,
If the press forms an index to opinion, we are
warranted in assuming that the desire for re-
construotion, even snbject to existing condi.
tions, is gradually but surely prevailing over
the efforts of Rebel agitators. We were not
without fears that this tendency might be
temporarily checked by Mr. Johuson's unwise
demonstrations. Of this, however, we lind
no sign. On the contrary, we do find mauy
tokens of mistrnst of Mr. Johnson as an
ohstacle to the peace and prosperity whioh the
South needs and craves above all other things.

Madnessofthe Republionn Party Leaders
From the N. Y. Heraid.

The radical journals and party leaders are
beginning a new revolutionary programme,
and endeavoring, by their violent appeals, 0
léad the country on in a whirl of excitement
to unarchy and ruin,
policy pursued by the ultra pro-slavery poll-
ticiang of the Sonthern States fora year or two
before the Rebellion, and are sesking to raise

| astorm of passion and prejudioe violent enough

to carry reason and common gense before it.
Cool judgment and firm action are more thao
ever needed at the present time in the admio-
istration of our public aflairs. The South is
undergoing a military process of reconstruc-
tion which will result in giving the control of
the local Governments of ten or eleven States
of the Union into the hands of the negroes.
This will oblige us to establish a permanent
military police in all the revonstructed terri-
tory, and to maintain a standing army large
enough to hold possession of the Sonthern
States and enforce the authority of their civil
governments by the power of the bayonet. To
give up the South to the political rule of the
negroes, and then to withdraw the protection
of the United States army, would be uin:};ly
preparing the way for a war of races and a
general massacre. We are in as much cenfu-
sion and trouble financially as politically. The
Treasury Department iz assailed by the most
damaging rumors and charges, and the gene-
ral impression is that our whole financial sys-
tem is rotten to the core. The national credit
is suffering, and nothing will remove the feel-
ing of apprebension and insecurity that pre-
valls except a thorough change in the Trea-
exhaustive investiga-
tions into all its transactions for the past four

| or five years.

In such a condition of affairs, as we have

| said, we require broad statesmanship andcalm

judgment to guide us safely through our diffi-
oulties, And yet we find the exesoutive and
legislative branches of the Government, all
Republicans together, striving which can
incresse in the most violent degree the mad-
pess of the hour, The radical faction, in their
family quarrel with their own President,
appear to be getting perfeotly wild and reck-
legg, BSome of them seens to desire the Gov-
ernors of the several loyal States to lead the
Grand Army of the Republic down to Wash-
ington and seize possession of the Government,
Their organs and party leaders brand the
President of the United States as a drunken
loafer, but the fact is they are all drank
together. Greeley’s article in Wodnes-
day’s Tribune, like Wade’s speech in Ohioa
few days since, must have been incited by the
fomes of whisky, and very bad whisky at
that. The accounts from Washington avery
day show that all the affairs of the Govern-
ment are in a terrible state of demoralization,
and offiofals, high and low, eivil and military,
appear to forget that we live under & written
Constitution, which assigns to each depart-
ment of the Government its legitimate fano-
tions and authority.

Is it not time for the rank and file of the
Republican party to withdraw their counte-
vance from the violence and recklessness
which mark the conduet of their leaders ' The
steadfastness of the Republican masses carried
to a successful issue l.ga great objects of the
war, but they can have neither part nor sym-
pathy with the men who are tearing at each
other like savage beasts in their struggle for
the spofls of office. They should repudiste
them and their doings altogether, and ta T
power they abuse out of their hands. h'ﬁf
country is getting heartily sick and tired o
such disgraceful brawls, and & well-timed
movement on the part of the respeotable por-
tion of the Republican party will essily carry
the next election and sweep away the entire
breed of agitators, including Greeloy,
Wade, Btanton, and the whole fi":&
gress, who are all drunk, revolutionary,
mad together.

From the N. ¥, Tribune.

It is said that Mr, Joknson is sbont to pub-
ligh & proclamation of amnesty, and 1he pro-
babilitios are that it will be pretty nearly
universal in its terms. Letussee just how

this matter stands.
By the act of July 17, 180% the President

was empowered o axtend at auy ims, by
lamt’lnm':.‘:tc ) thnnlg?;..'

ro
or
£on-

They are repeating the |

nesty, pardon, and restoration of p y to
sll Rebels, certain classes sxcopted, who would
take the oath of allegianee, The axoeptions
werd  oivil and diplomatic officers and
foreign agents of the Confederate Government,
wilitary officers above the rank of Colonel,
uaval officers above the rank of Lisutenant,
Governors of Siates under the Confedersoy,
all persons who left judicial stations nnder th
United Btates, or seats in Congress, to aid the
Rebellion, officers of the arny or navy who
tendered their resignations to avoid duty io
suppressing the Rebellion, military and naval
oficers of the Confederscy who ware sducatad
at West Point or Annapolis, all persens who
treated unlawfully our prisoners of war, all
who left the Unfted Statea or enterad the re-
bellione Biates for the purpose of aiding the
Rebedlion, privateers, the Canada raiders, per-
fonk in oustody at the time of applying for the
benefits of the amnesty, and sll Rebels whoe
taxable property exceeds 820,000 in value.
This is the offer of amnesty which the United
Htates still hold out to the conguered Rebels;
and this Ia the most which the loyal people
bave thus far shown a willingnesa to grant,
Un the 3d of December last, the House of
Representatives, on motion of Mr. Eliot, re-
pealed the seotion of the act of July 17; 1862,
which conferred upon the President the power
of declaring a gensral amnesty; on the 7th of
January the Sevate did the same, and as the
Exeoutive neither signed nor returned the bill,
it became o law ten days afterwards, Thus,
the anthority of Congress for the publication
of & freah offer of amnesty Ling been explioitly
withdrawn,

Iiut oan the President make such an offer in
virtue of the powers vested in him by the
Congtitotion, sud withoat the intervention of
Congresn?t We think it very clear that he
canpot, The Constitution igiwa him autho-
rity to “'grant reprieves and pardons for of-
fenses agsinst the United Btates.'” Now, a
pardon and an amnesty are two very different
things. A pardon is an act of grace examrt-
ing & person from penalties whioh he has in-
ourred under the law, Amnpesty is defined as
“an act of the soversign power, the object of
which i8 ““to efface and cauke to ba forgotten
a orime or misdemeanor.” Amnesty is abo-
litiom of the offenso. Pardon is remission of
the penalty. The sovereign power of this
nation is not the President, but the people,
The representative of the peopls i8 not
Andrew Johnson, but the national Congress.
The President may pardon individual offend-
ers, but the Constitution gives him no autho-
rita to declare u general nmnustr. If it dud,
he might pullily every aot of legislation to
the vicolation of which any rmunlly is aflixad,
and virtually exercise an abdolate veto over

' many of the most importaut proceedings of

Cong ress.

This proposed proclamation, therefore, can
only be regarded as the boldest defianos of the
people wht-h the President has yet uttered.
He assumes to exercise s power which was
only granted him for & time, and then delibe-
rately taken away. It is better for him to
understand that when the people, through
their representatives, took away that tempo-
rary alllrwdty, they meant to keep it in thair
own hands, and there they will keep it, John-
son, Binckley, and all the rest of the nullifisrs
to tlte contrary notwithstanding,

Politics in the Army.
From the N. Y. Herald

It appears that General Grant has requested
to be excused from all Cabinet meetings exoept
where military affairs are to be disoussed.
Under thLis simple request we see much that
means good to the country, and a lesson to
the crazy politicians, who, in their race for
power, forget all the principles of statesmun-
ship, and bequeath, 88 an inheritance to the
future, the elements of a dozen military despo-
tisms and countless intarnal wars. Since the
close of the Rebellion we have virtually set np
a political school for the education of our army
officers, Before the Rebellion, and even during
the war, politics in the army ware ignored by
all true soldiers, and especially was this the
oage with the regnlar army. The officer who
tarnished his epaulettes Ey desoending from
the lofty position of a soldier of the republic
to the petty bickerings, jealousies, and re-
venges of party feeling, lost caste with his
fellows. The subject was degrading, and
while the republic went purely on the officer
was & true soldier and pure. Now all is
changed. Ounr first soldier is a Cabinet officer
and a foreed partisan in a hot political contest
between the Lxecutive and Congressional

ower of the nation. Five of our principal

enerals are placed in political control of five
pro-consulships, with the right to use the
military power of the natlon to support them
in their civil rale. These Generals and all
their suberdinate officers, with the task im-
posed upon them by Congress, are made ad-
ministrators of civil law through military
power, aud are readily learning the force of
the combination p in their .

We are marching to the system of the Roman
republio, whers every soldier was & politician,
where al! government bad its brth in the
military element, snd where the military,
finslly Ioarning thas it bad acquived all power,
overtarned the republie, and established the
empire npon its rnina, Wa advavee more
rapidly even than the French republic to the
moment when the military politiclan mnst
become the man of the hour, and whers poli-
tics, engrafted upon the army, beo e & puw-
erful weapon for any military man who has
the brain and will 1o handle the forces thus
unwittingly placed in his control, The French
Revolation, in its progress, foreed the army to
become & politiial machive, and nothing but
the empire restored it te & status where it no
longer me & weapon io the bhaods of mili-
tary politieal commanders. The English sol-
dier to day is entirely aloof from & polltical
contact which gives him any power to shaps
the destinies of England; and his feeling in
that direction goes no further than a translent
interest in a change of mlmltri. The whols
of Spanish Amerios may be held up as & warn-
ing of the effect of making pothticians of 8oj-
diers; for there every officer s the exporvent
of some political principle or faction, and the
soldier 15 vir the government,

We our reconstruotion on a bad
basis. Civil governors should have been ap-

over each of the five distriots of the

uth, with power to call for ald n
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mercial upon this t. Buch & oconclusion
upan one branch of the article necessarily in-
vol:'nnlphinn of the truthfulness of the re-
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Old Rye Whiskies.

THE

Thalr Btock of Hys Whiskiss, IN
exXInm

Ppresent date,

apd rums through the varions months of 1

LARGEST AND BEST STOCK OF

FINE OLD RYE WHISKIES
IN THE LAND 18 NOW POSSESSED BY

HENRY S. HANNIS & CO.

Nos. 218 and 220 SOUTH FRONT STREET,

WHO OFFER THE SANE TO THE THRADE IN LOYTS ON VERY ADVANYAGROUS
TEREN,

ND, comprises all the favorite brands
S . [u.'u. nnd of this your, up te

Libernl contracts made for lots to arrive at Pemnsylvania Raliroad Depes,:
Erricssom Line Wharf,or st Bonded W arshouses, an parties may slect,
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of boldl{ threatening ths stability of tha re-
public by merging military and civil power
into the same hands, and treading immedi-
ately upon the border of a militar y despotism,

Congress, by tbe folly of its legislation, has
alwost wrecked the nation, and many of its
most radical members are Leginning to see the
effect of the strokes which they have strnok
ot its fundamental principles. They have set
Wo greal powers at work in the South to con.
rol that section—the negro aud the soldier.
To the negro they give the vote, and to the
army they give military control of the country,
while the negro rides into political powsr.
The resnlt is clear to impartial eyes. It
means efther a war of races, the extinction of
white or black, or both, in the South, or else

a trong military power to stand in the breach
and bold the two olashing foroes at bay. It
means, then, ten years of military dictator-
ship over the five distriots; ten years of poli-
tical education for the army; ten years of
msrching} towards & military despotism; aud,
as a resultant, the overthrow of tE: Repablio
by the imposing of the same rule over the
North that now exists in the Bouth. The
politivians have gone mad. The couniry
must rise, through the votes of the people,
and burl back this wave that threatens to en-
gull everything—must place statesmen in our
Congress, & clear-headed and firm man at the
belm, snd, above all, keep politics ount of
wmilitary hands.

The Internnl Revenue,
Fyom the N. Y. World.

The movement agninst Comm lssioner Rolllns
Is prompled by capldity, and it is belog en-
glneered by men who havecousplired todefrmud
ibe Imternal Revenue; who have beon prose-
cuting thelr unlawful traffle liere for several
weeks, and whose operatious are embarrassed
by Mr. Rollins,

The pretext for these frands upon the revenue
Is, thal the money is wanted to sustain the
National Intelligencer, whose managers (Snow &
Coylejelaim to have the President's authorlty
fur thelr depredations upon the revenue,

The reported Cabinet removale orlginated
wilh those Inteliigencer whisky manipulators
who are auxiliaries of the Blalrs, Jerry Black,
and Fernando Wood,

The pretection of the revenue was sufficlently
ouncrous to tex all the Lime, abllity,and courage
of the revenue officers before the Nalional Intel-
ligencer gang, armed as they profess with the
aulpority of the President, entered the fleld,

Brookiyn, before an Indomitably bonest Dis-
triet Autoroey commenced Lis rald upon
revenue robbers, was given over to lllicit distil-
lation, The demoralization was general, em-
breacing manufacturers, Inspectors, aund collec-
tors. The conflios was fearful, for in mone
there 18 power. One man who, before his
whisky euurgrise commenoed, scarcely knew
the use ol & bank boolk, was depositing dally
from $5000 to $25000, of which amounts the
revenue was defruuded, This man, witn soms
of the dishonest revenue Inspeuiors, are in-
dioted. One disbonest collector was removed,
but thal was not the only reform demauded.

The removal of Mr, Rolllos, and the appolnt-
mentas hix sucoessor of a dishocest or weak
man, would open the floodgates of fraud and
emru],uuou to an appalling extent. The o m-
binstion Is miveady formidable, The profit s
80 lnrge that 1t makes men reckless, The con-
s#pirators are making money fraudalently now,
but not fast enough. Thelr “appetite Increases
by what it feeds on,” The Metropolitun Board
I8 ondeavoring to do its duty, but if Mr. Rollina
should be removed, or thelr
way dimlulshed, all contro!
would be lost.

Andrew Johnson maintained, through life,
the reputation of personal and publie pssuni-
ary inlegrity. Thal reputation, sirengthened
vy his early and consistent devotion to the
Union, made him Vice-President, We conflided,
und we stlll conflde, In his strajght-forward,
unoowpromising honelt,r. We bpelieve that
men who are systematieally defrauding tne
revenuej use his pame el without his
nulhiority, or that he is not informed of the dis-
bhonest nuture of thelr operations. We think
the Presldent erred,in principle, in endeavor-
Ing to resist the aoctlon of Congress in recon-
stiuction after the ie had declared in favor
of Cengress, el he erred
not, from the begloning, glving t
the rope they wanted, for if he had done so
Lbelr leaders wonld ere this be looking through
hemp windows,

Hut If the President, now that he is informed
of the operations and designs of men wno have
connpired to rob the Trommr{. lends hlmself o
them, the last link In the chain which boun
©us Lo bim will have besn brok N, ¥. Com.

A,

The allegations contained in the foregoing'
article merit carefnl consideration. The gist
of the matter, as laid by the Commercial,
is that Mr, Blair, senfor, Mr. Montgomery
Riair, snd Mr. Black, are In a oonspirsoy
with the managers of the National Intelligencer
to defraund the internal revenume; that this
band of comspirators has set on foot a move-
ment for the removal of Mr. Rollins, the pre-
sent Commissioner; and that the cause of
this movement is the embarrassment he offers

It will be observed that this alarming inoul-
pation by the Commercial embraces names of

rominence in public affsirs, and to
which, ’h.ilhcﬂn, no talnt of dishonor in pesu-

the

als reforred to. We have never heard before
bolieved Mr, Blair, senior, or
r. Black, to be capable of per-
acts 0 base as are distinotly charged
eed.  And we do not think s man

werd lu any other !
over the gquestion |

——————————— e

life, they bhave sprung from most limited
means to be men of opulencs., And it is atill
more inexplicable to us (unless upon a theory
wo ahall bereafter montion) why the depart
ment nt Washington has made no striking re-
movals or changes, in the faoce of this admitted
fact, that the collectors and assessors fail
utterly to exeouts the law.
The action of the Treasu
organizing the Metropolitan]
sion of innbilil{‘

Department in
,Board, is & confes-
to colleot the taxes impossd
by law through the machinery direstly pre-
\'fdod by law. The Board was a contrivanes
to supplement the regular officers of the intor.
nal revenue, It was svowedly an attempled
repair of a broken-down maochine. If a cor-
reat history of the inception of this Board
were written, we think it would ap to be
the device of those in New York whe
despaired of any effective, thorough re-
form coming direotly from Washington,
bearing immedistely on the ins Al-
segsors, and collectors. It is said that Mr.
Tracy, the Federal District Attorney for tha
Eastern Distriot of New York, was mainly in-
strumental in getting up the Board. It is to
him that the Commercial refers as “an in-
domitably honest District Attorney," and it
is admitted on all hands that he brought mere
labor, ability, and persistency to bsar against
illicit whisky distillers than any ons in the
public service. But he found that,
alone and with no more power than he pos-
sessed by law, he could not master the evil
'{jnnt who was stalking defiantly through New
ork and Brooklyn. He made efforts, there-
fore, to induce the Treasury Department te
chapge its regulations about removals from
bouded warehouses, olass B; but when that
was acoomplished, bogus bonds, improper com-
promises, infirm prosecutions, l‘rmdngnt ofli-
cers were atill beyond his reach. Henoe the
Metropolitan Board, which required the
three adjacent distriet attorneys to aot im
concert, aud permitied ench to sorutinize the
official acts of the other, and which placed all
internal revenue officers in this vicinity under
surveillance. Whether the project of this
Board was at first aceeptable at Washington
we do not kncw. It was, at any rate, ado
in the end, zod we are informed and believe
that, early in its operation, there was au irre-
gruﬁible Jjealousy, rivalry, and finally n
ostility between Mr. Tracy and certain o
members, which was carried before the Com-
missioner, and involving the sction of the
Deputy Commissioner therein, We have ob-
served with curiosity that the Internal Revonue
Hlecord, a weekly publication in this oity, the
offivial o of the Burean at Wash
which is in the habit of discussing with fres-
dom matters of public interest in the internal
revenue service, says hardly a word in com-
mendation of the Board, but does express with
much foroe its conviction that no reform will
avail anything which does not start upon a
basis of homest and efficient inspectors, asses-
sors, and collectors, Its idea is that it is be-
ginning at the wrong end to select a Board te
watch rogues in the subordinate offices. And
in this it s right. The reform must begin at
the bottom, under the administration of a
penetrating chief at Washington. The Metro-
politan Board may be well enough as an ex-
ceptional and temporary thing, provided it,
| t00, be run in the interest of dishonest officials
who are in league with illisit distillers; but
| oorrugotumin one branch of the department
| will, before long, work its way everywhare.
| 1t must be got rid of—not merely weeded out—
it must be ex :
In our opinion, the Internal Revenus Burean
:ill never be purified until two things are
ong;—
First, Mr. McCulloch must cease to trust
#0 implicitly certain subordi and must
rallly:t'ndy into the praoctical wor of the

Boao- s 'I"haremut be
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cause A sympathizer with
Becretary or President. 8o if the Secre-
tary initiates inquiry in

duct of an nuworthy officer,
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