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HAELF AN HOUR IN A SERVANTS
REGISTRY OMFICE.

Having ocoaglon recently to repair, by

ntment, to one of thoss places whish
ve of Tate beoome quite “institotions” in
this country, a “Servants’ Registry Office," I
was lot in for ball an hour's entertainment in
swhat passed within my hearing, though it
presented probably but a sample of the daily
proveedings in an astablishment of the kind.

I had come to meel a young person whose
pervices 1 wn= anxions to secure frow the
gtrong terms in which she had been re-
commended to but as 1 was before
the time appointed, and She waa  con-
siderably after, 1 was placed in the pomluon ‘r,-{
an upintentional witness of what transpired in

the interval.
‘Tet wme, first of that the

woffive” in question was kept by a fowale,

| & marrie¢ woman of well-merited reputation
for wﬂwjulaility and jundgmont, who had now
been doing business for vears in t}.m l:m_n.
and, it was enid, had made a good thing of it.
She had bher stated hours for business, and
did pothing else. Formorly ghia had kepta
ghop, n greengrocer's, on a suiall scale; carry-
ing on the twa businessas together ; bat she
found that the two lines did not some-
how suit one another: that the anpply-
ing her costomers with apples and cab
bagea interferel so  with her “‘domes-
gic’” transaotions that, favoring no doall
the one that was most lucrative, she
diﬁin’!p!lli of her stook-in-trade, converted her
ghop into what she termad her offioe, with an
ante or waiting-room, pulled down the ald
gign-hoard, and replaced it by another which
roclaimed to the passing world, in gilt and
‘Bluu, that the nndivided attention of the pro.
prietress was devoted to her "r:,giitr'\r."

Slie was a person emineéntly adapted for the
oalling she had selected. In her dress she was
faultlessly neat and simple. Never did you
gee npon her—at least in business hours—so
much a8 a saperfinons bit of ribbon, far less
anything approaching the gay or flashy. Her
manner, without being dry, was thoronghly
bnginess like aud the same to all her custo-
mers. Whether it were pesress or poor cu-
rate’s wife, whether it were the employer of a
dogen gervants or only of one of all work, she
preserved consistontly the same civil demeanor
to every one, so0 that all came away with a
eorrespondingly good opinion of Mrs. Prim-
‘worthy.

The young woman whom I expected not
having arrived, Mrs, Primworthy begged that
1 would take a seat in the ante-room already
referred to, which aceordingly I did, hoping,
as I did so, that my detention might not be

i,

all

obuarve

long.

'lghi.a apartment evidently served as Mrs.
Primworthy's sitting-room, when she was not
pursuing her professional avocations. Thera
was a convenient dividing wall through
which, when seated, you could take a pano-
ramic view of the so-called office. This inter-
‘mediate window had been left opem; so that
mot only could I see, if 1 wished, those in the
mext room, but I could also hear—in fact |
could not help hearing—their conversation.

Having accordingly taken a chair, I readily
accepted also the offer of a newspaper, and for
a few moments it engaged my attention; but
1 soon found reading to bs impossible, owing
to the distractions of the adjacent audience
chamber, 20 [ gave np the attempt.

My attention was first drawn off on the arri-
wal of a lady in her carringe and pair, who,
_having alighted, procecded to relate to Mrs,
Primworthy her pitiable case. Her counte-
naunce, I fancied, bore a look of harassment;
and as I heard Ler dizclose the plight that she
was in, I certainly did not wonder that she
ghould evince something like anxiety,

“Well, Mrs. Primworthy,” she began, I
am in great tronble. My servants are all
leaving me, and I cannot imagine the reason
why. When [say sll, I mean all excepting
my cook, who came to me about a fort-
night ago. 1 do hops she will stay,
for really ghe is invaiuable. But all the rest
have given me notice, and that within a day
or two of one another. They geem, without
any osuse, to have taken a whim into their
heads to leave me in less than g month from
now. | feel it 8o I cannot tell yon. When |
think of the ingratitude of their behavior, to
gay nothing of the perplexity they have pluced
me in, it almost overcomes me; and then we
have visitors coming to stay with us. Oh,
Mrs., Primworthy, I am (uite bewildered at the

rospect.’

Wall, ma’am, I'm exceedingly sorry to hear
it; but you surely don't mean to say that all
your servants have given warning '

‘“Yeg, indeed I do. Now you kuow our old
nurse who has been with nshit:lr years, and
who, I supposed, was &0 attac to the fam-
ﬂ:o'thu pnhe could not have endared the
thought of leavi . Wall, she was the
very first, positively, to give me notice. That
1 thought bad enough. Then, one by one, the
others followed her example, My lady’s-
maid, who suits me to a nicety, and my house-
maid, and sven that atandy young man Jones,
whom I was =0 thankful to you for finding for
me, he says he mnst seck another situation
to00."’

“Pis ecartainly very trying, ma’am, isn't it?
I wonder whatever can be the canseof it all.
Has there been nothing uuplessant with

them that you can think of, ma'am? Ser-
wants are really getting so high and
mighty in their npotions mnow, that

they’ll scarce bear being spoken to."’
“i0h, dear, no. There has been no ocossion
even for fault-finding lately, And it seems so
'__ltrlnge, they all say they ara so sorry to go,
and speaking of the kindness of their master
and mistress, yet they cannot think of stay
ing, I have questiomed them, and entreatsd
them to tell me what is the matter; but the
only answer I can get is:—'Things is not as
they nged to be”  But I am not aware of any
change. We treat them exactly the same as
wealways, haveand they have no complaints to
snake. 1 have only one comfort amidst it
all, and that is my naw cook;, who Is
the best, I think, 1 have ever lad,
says Ahe I8 quite comfortable, and has ex-
ed no wish to leave me. She tells me
also she hps known of servants elsewhere
being selzed with a similar freak, and all giv-
ing notice together. I think she sald in ona
of the places where she was hefore they all
did so one morning. But it ia fortunate she is
not goin , i8 it not, Mrs, Primworthy 7"’
But Mrs., Primworthy, I noticed, ytad-s no
answer to this remark; and a peculiar look
she put on made me fanoy sowme suspicion had
occurred to her, “Do you know, ma'am,’
she r,pugd, ] should much like to talk a bit
footman Jones. He knows me wall,

t:;] (iu:m reason with him, and tell him what
1 think of his conduut. It can do no harm,
m|‘m'n

are qnite at liberty to do
:o‘.'othtr?um Bu.'l% it will be no sort of

nhd.

Foolish fellow, he is quite a# much
ved 1o ‘be gone
try what

sald the
" aan in.

aa any of them, You
you oan do. Hare, Jonus,
lady, steoping forward to beokon the

“Exconse me, ma'am,' inte
P"’““""‘l“-ll{. “1 mst ask yon
A8 Lo elep Into the uext room,
won't like speaking out before you: so.i{

u don't mimd, ma'am, just A lull.
n here—"" (opening the roof the room
whe "

nﬁjr )I'rimworthy did pot finigh her son-
tence, but showed the Iady in, cloning the
door 'agam, sutumoned Jonds into her pre

Sende.
| own 1 felt by no means comfortable on

being discovared in my retreat, especially’
when its facilition for overhearing became ap-
parent. The lady evinoed a little surprise at
geeing me, and perhaps fell something more;
but we both remained seated, still m..hu.-m,
listening to the conveiantion belween the foot-
A nnﬁ the registress, And now we had an
opportunity of admiring the shrewd taoct of
Mys, Primworthy. Instead of opening a
direct fire npon the man with the straightfor-
ward inquiry why it was he had given notice,
she adopted the' mastorly flank movemant of
expressing A deop interest in the cook who
had lately left the place, and aftar enn-
merating her various exeellencies, all of which
Jones endorsed to the full, sha obeerved:—

“*Yex, indeed, she was what we may call a
good servant, mand no mistake; and what's

as I think bhe

| 1o live with

more, she was a cowfortable sort of a person
and I'm quite dertain, Jones, if
he'd o remaioed you gever wonld have wanted
to leave the gamie ay vou are.'’

HNp, mum, tor none oo as wonldn't, and ao
that's the traoth,"’ adwmitied fulling at
onee into the trap.
it makes 5'1-'{. a daal of difference, doesn't
I, Junes, when i cook makes things agreeable
in the kitchen. 1 leoew it wag s0. Servanis
a8 hns & kind mastar and wmistress don't all
give wary that way withont being a
cangs for it
*That they don't, mnm, and accordin’ to my
notions servants did ought to be all of a squal-
ity like, and not one set over the rest on 'em
It muake: a place beyond all bearin’, that
it do.”

I stole a glanee across at the lady, and it was
really paiuful to witvess the evident discom-
fort which this observation of the footman oc-
cagioned her, 8he started as if to rlze from
her chair and stop farther disenssion: but on
Mrs. Primworthy resnming, she aat still.
““And then, Jones," added the latter, “I've
always found when a cook do treat her fellow-
servants bad, it’s a thing she can't be cured
of, so it isn't any n#e arguing with her on it."”
“That’s just where it is, mum: and as [
says, 'tain’'t no good any on ns a tryin' to re.
main, Her temper be 30 bad, and she be that
there violent, azs no one can't *bide in sight of
her, D'm sure 1've alwaye o wished to live
peacenble like with every one; but that there
woman she won'l leave none on ns alone, "Tis
her natur, 1 expects: and so sometimes she’ll
be abusin' one, somctimes t'other, and some-
times abusin' us all round. Snch a time as
I've had these heye lust ten days! 1'd sooner
ligt for a soldier. 1'd sooner——*'

Here Mras. Primworthy interrupted him.
“Your mistress is sadly put about, Jones.
Don’t you think you could manage to stay on
till she was guited ! and yon might have more
time, perhaps, to look out for a good place.”

“No, mum; I'm ve: y gorry for missus, but [
conldn't stay; I belleve as it would be the
death o' me. I was going to say as I'd sooner
break stones from mornin® to night, and get
my vittles where 1 could, than I'd bide in a
place where that there woman was.  If we was
a lot of dogs, she could not treat ns no worse
nor she do, "Taintme ouly, either; every one as
comes to the kKitchen catehes it from her just the
same. If it’s the baker or the grocer's man,
she do fly at 'em as if she was a tiger, axing
them what brings 'em there, and such liks,
till some on ‘em declares as they won't come
no more. 'Twas only last night as the
butcher’s hoy said sowe one else might come
for orders, 'cos he shouldn’t come again.
Never did see sueh & woman in all my life; she
must be abusin® or a scolding snmmut. Why,
one dny, if she didn’t take and beat the poor
cat with the bastin’ spoon, 'cos she happenad
to come nigh the Lhastener when zhe was a
roastin’, till the poor animal went limpin® ol
under the dresser.’’

The amazement and consternation of the
lady, which had been fast fomenting, here
reached a climax, and completely got the
better of her. [nable to sit quiet any longer,
she gquickly rose from her obair, and, present-
ing herself ngain in the oflice, put an end to

Jones

thiare

the discussion.

The appearance of his mistress Jones took
as a signal for him to withdraw; whereapon
the lady recommencei.

“Well, Mrs. Primworthy, 1 have overheard
all. I really do not know how I feel! 1am
amuszed | I am mortified, too. How [ have
been taken in with that woman! To me she
is perfectly respectful, appearing to know her
place most thoroughly; snd yet amongst the
servants she must be a regular virago. BStill,
| feal relieved greatly, disappointed though |
am. lam sure I have to thank you for the
way in which you elicited the truth from
Jones, and really you deserve credit for being
80 clever,"

Mrs. Primwortny smiled, with a look of
modest satisfaotion, and replied: —

“Why, ma’am, when you told me what the
cook had eald to yon, I suspected at once what
was the matter."

“Well, I say, I think it was very claver of
you. But/am greatly to blame; for, do you
know, I entirely forgot to make any inguiry
respecting the woman's temper; sol am justly
punished for my own stupid forgetfulness.”

“Well, ma'am, | don't kvow. Youn might
not perhaps have heard the trath, even if you
had made that inguiry. You see, some mis.
tresses makes it o sort of rule naver to say a
gingle word to barm a servant that applies to
them for & characteér; and I know one lady,
for example, who, though she has had really
all sorts in service, gives the same oharacter
to every one. They arve all good-tempered,
all ¢leanly, all sober, and so on; when I know,
as & fact, some of them have been quite ditfer-
ent. And then, you ses, ma'am, this woman
is & knowing one; she never shows her tempur
to you: most likely her former mistresses have
found her, like yon have, gquite civil and re-
gpectfnl, though fu other kitchens she has
gone on &8 ehe bhas In yours. It is seldom,
too, we can get servants to speak ont of one

another. I assure you, ma'am, they'll
leave & pood piace sgooner. I don't
know when [I've heard ope gpeak ount

like that footrnan of vours did; and it is
a great pity thay don’t; for how are you or |
to know—how's mny ene to know—the real
charncters, when thers’s an agreement like to
keep the truth back from us? 1 suppose,
ma'am, you intend giving the cook notice 17

“indesd 1 shall,” replied the lady,
ghall hurry home aud give her warning at
once; and I do hope, hy doiug so, I shall get
my other servants o stop on. Do you think
they will, Mrs, Primworthy 1"

“Really, ma'am, [ hops they may, but I
cannot undertake to say. Bervants has got
suvh gqueer obstinate notions sometimes, nt
I think if you can send the cook away, with-
out leltlnf higr fanoy any due has been tellin
of her, it is the best thing you can do, ma’am,

“liood morning, then, Mrd. Primworthy; 1

must harry home., 1 ;-lal! call again to-mor-
yow; for in any case you will have to help me,

Mrs.
to' b wp Jind

, 3hnt 1 shall requich you to find for

The lady now re-gntered her onrciags, and
the foounan closed the door after hier. Bufory,
howover, driving away, she seemed to huve
remembired something more, for Jones was
sent back with a message relative to the hour
of the morrow’s visit; having delivered which,
the man geized the opportunity of adding just
a word, as i in sell-vindication: —

“You see, mum, we nevaer likea tellin’ on
one anothey; Yot when awoman ke that cook
do forget hersall, and come to traat her fallow-
gervants as if they were all her inferiors, why
then, Idon't think the likes of her don’t de.
anrve no consideration, but only to be treated
acoordin'."’

Quite right, Jones;: you need never mind
telling the real truth in sach a case as that.”’

There was now & short pause; Mes, Prim-
worthy taking advantage of the vaoant in
terval 1o put on her spectacles and cast
har éye throngh a handful of papers which
she drew from her deak. Thinksa I to
myself, a8 1 musad over the nterview
just voncluded, such, I dare say, is but a reve-
Iation of what takes place frequently in &
kitchen, without ever resching the ear of mas-
tor or mistress.  Probably many o mysterions
wirning, which has sorely perplexed the hemd
of un estublizhment, iz traceable to some such
as tlat just divalged. While other
reasong are alleged, the troth {8 that there is
some crogs-grained, cantankerons spirit below
stairg, who embitters kitchen life to one, if uot
morg of itz occupnnuts, till farther sndurancs
of it becomes nnbearable.

I was abont to resume my newepaper, when
a seoond lady stepped in by appointuwent, 1i}
mwyself, to meet 2 young woman who, fortn
nately for her, waa already awaitiog her arri
val in nnother “*Salle d’Attente,”’ and had only
to be smmmoned.  Ope glance at the lady con-
vineed me that, althonghshe might be mistress
of an establishment, she was not bleat with a
family, That somewhat antignated bonnut;
that rather short adhesive skirt, whioch evi-
dently gave shelter to no crinoline, and that
quaintly-pinned shawl, all congpired to be-
speak nnmnistakably the old maid. She spoke
dellberately, yot somewhat determinedly; her
fentures geemed to tike no intersst in the re-
marks that escnped her, appearing incapable
of evinving pleasure, pain, or animation,

“You see,'! she bogan, with a slowness bor-
dering on golemnity, that wonld almost jusiify
the following specimen of punctuation, “‘Mrs.
Primworthy ; I require, & person, of more
than ordinary, respectability. Bituated, as I
tm ; and thers being only females, in my
house ; it i8 necessary to avoid, the slightest
cause, for seandal; or even, remurk. You
kuow ; | keep, but the two. I require them,
to be ag correct, ns myself, in every way."

Of course, ma‘am; naturally you do,”
replied the ever-coinciding Mrs, Primworthy,
probably thinkivg all the while she did not gee
why respectable attendants were more indis-
pensable in the case of this unprotected female
than with anybody else, and adding, “Perhaps
you'll allow me to ocall the young woman, as
ghe is waiting, and then you can speak to her
yonrself.,”

The summons resulted in the entrée of a
good-looking girl of abont two-and-twenty;
well, but certainly not gaily dressed, whose
bright eyes and animated look presented a
marked contrast with the unimpassioned
aspect of her possible future mistress,
Searcely possible, too, thonght I; surely this
cautious maiden lady sesks something far
more demure than this damsel. The girl
having dropped a propitiatery curtsey, the
lady commenced as follows, each word
weighed with congistent deliberation:—

*You have been in service before, | under-
stand 7"

1 dn'l‘! trust that it way be one gervant, and
not
me.'

CAuse

iy

‘“Yes, ma'am; 1 was honsemald and parlor- l

maid at my last place.”’

‘“What sort of a place was it’—a quist
place 17

“Oh yes, ma'am; "twag a very quiet place,
and very little company.”

“Did they keep any men servants there '’
A decided stress npon that awful word of three
letters being perceptible.

“No, ma'am, they didn't keep no man ser-
vauts, They had used to keep a' footman
afore I come; but as 1 could wait at table,
master suid as he shouldn't want a4 man no
more.”’

“‘And did yon and the cook do all the work
of the honse #*

Not quite all, we didn't, ma'am. There
wag, begides us two, a boy as used to clean the
boots and knives, aud run of a errand, and
gometimes help wait at table.””

“0Oh, indeed ! there was a boy, was there ! —
and pray what age was the boy /"

“Well, ma'am, I think he said as he was
just turned sixteen.”

““As muoh as that 1 Was he a big boy or a
little boy ! because, you know, some boys at
sixtesn are almost men, and quite as objec-
tionable.’ 1

At thig the girl could not suppress a smile,
nor conld I; mot in the least disconceried,
however, she replied: —

“Why, le wasn't very big nor yet very little,
but [ never knowed as there was ever anything
against the boy."”

Despairing, I conolude, of eliciting further
information touching this interesting youth of
sixteen, the lady, who, | noticed, had Dbeen
sorutinizing thia young woman’s attire from
head to foot, next went into the matter of
dress, on which subject she appeared to hold
decided views.

“In case of your entering my servics, [ must
tell you I should require yon to dress very
simply."

“Oh, yes, ma'am, certainly.
been *oustomed to dress plain.’’

“Yes, but,” resnmed the lady, *1 caunot
fay 1 consider your dress to-day at all snited
to a servant.’ )

As I glanced at the girl's clothing, I confess
I vould dissover nothing with which even a
fastidious mistress conld find fault. The bon-
net certalnly was trimmed with broad green
ribbon, and the gown, a olean priut, appeared
to owe its expanzion to one of those contri-
vanoes Leld evidently in virtuous horror by
her punctilions critivizer, s

“Yon may depend upon it,"" she continued,
it is very much more becoming that the dress
of a female should sit ¢lose to her person !llifﬂ
that it shounld be spread ont away from it in
that manuer.*

I wondered at the moment in what sense the
word “becoming'’ was to be taken, whether
the estimable lady was under the impression
that a skirt which sat as hers did tended
most 1o show the figure to advantage. S0ms
further allusiog, however, which she made

relative o @ proverbial unsuitable-
ness of  orinoline for going wup stalrs,
doon convinced e that her objection to the
article rose solely from her notions 0 pro-
Pristy.

Afler some farther observations on the
part of the lady, in which she pointed out
the imlimlmlllly of the girl's doing her work
Properly while encumbered wit
pendage in question, the latter yielded so far
A% to oonsent to lay it aside and ap
and slim during working hours.
Bulned, the lady next inquired: —

“l,!.“” you been in the habit of wearing a
Cap I

I've always

“Yeg, an'am, Uve always been used to wear
noAp.

U1 wonder whether it s what J ahonld eall
A onp. Some servantg of mine have told me
before [ enpgaged them that they wore oaps,
but on soming to e thay hava {wl nothing
on their heads bnt a tiny bit of net which you
vonld not aven sse unless yon stood bahinid

them. Before engaging you, 1 think 1 should
like tonew ons of your oaps.”

“Very woll, ma'am.'"

“Yon tell me you have been asonstomed to
open the door, 1 hope yonr manner to
visitors 18 respectfnl aud modest, especially
when a gentleman calls. I have not many
gentlemen vigitors; but you know, to a gea-
tleman you cannot be too guarded and regerved
In your manner. Never say a word mote than
you oan help, and vever be seen to smile or
look pleased as zome servants do."

The next inguiry on the part of the lady
had reference to her leaving her last place—
the reason why. To which the girl with, a« [
thought, pgreat candor, gave an answer wall
migh fatal to her present prospect of angaga.
ment, -

HWall, ma'am, missns always sald as she
wis nite catisfied with the way [ did my
work, and I shonldn’t have had to leave only
she thonght as [ had an acquaintance.

“A whpt?

“An acquaintance, mna’am.

SAn acgnuintance ' exalaimad the maiden
lady, her hitherto inflexible features being for
the first time snmmoned to participats in the
borrifled smazement withh which the diselo-
gure was recelved—“un segnaintance | Oh, 1
do not wonder that you ghonld have had notice,
L'iever would keep a gervant in my houss who
wis eapable of guch an impropriety. A place
goon loges ita name for respeotability if
acgnaintances are tolerated.’’

“*But, il you plense, ma'am,” replied the
young woman, “ii wasn't true, only missuy
suapected so,’

“Ah! but I shiould be afrald she had some
ground for her suspivion, Bervants are so
foolish. They require so much watching to
keep them proper and respectable, that it
eauger ladies a great deal of trouble and anx-
iety. It shall never be said that 1 fail to look
after ming, Even on the Sunday, when they
must of course go to churoh, I kesp them
within my own observation. | always make
them walk close behind me and sit near my
pew where | can see them, so that no one can
even gpeak to them withont my being aware
of it; besides that, | consider it my duty to ace
all the letters that my servants receive, so as
to prevent anything like an improper corres-
pondence."

On the disclosure of so complete a system of
edpionage, the iden eeemed 10 ocour to the
yonng woman that the situation might not be
quite so destrable as she had supposed, and
for the first time there were symptoms of non-
acquiescence in the lady's mode of dealing
with her domestics; so she replied, still guits
respectiolly:—

““Please, ma’am, I've always bsen used to
have an hour or two to myself of Sunday
afternoon, and I ain't never been 'cuztomed to
show anybody the letters as I gots.”

“Well, I could not alter my rules for any
gervant. [ only net in accordance with what
I conceive to be my duty. If yon think my
ways too strict, you had better not think of
my place.”?

Thera was a fow moments' pange, during
which the girl looked down, as if to collect
from off the floor her thoughts, or words
wherein to express them, the result being, as
I quite anticipated, her final answeri—

“I'm ’most a‘eard, ma'am, [ shouldn't give
you satizfaction.”

An exchange of “‘good mornings’’ now
terminated this interesting though abortive
interview; and Mrs. Primworthy and the lady
being left in sole ocoupation of the office, tha
latter recommenced—

“Searcely thought that person would answer
for me when she came into your office. She
ig evidently fond of dress, and altogether there
was a style about her that 1 do not like in a
Bervant.’”

“Well, ma'am,” replied Mrs. Primworthy,
“‘as regards the matter of dress, why youn ses,
maam, servants is apl to get a bit dressy
nowadays, and to tell the truth, ma'am, |
shonldu’t have considerad that girl at all gaily
dressed as the times go. Things 18 a good
deal changed now in comparison aa they used
to be ; aud the fact is, you can't get servants
to dress themselves the same as they did
twenty or thirty years ago,with large caps tied
under the chin and bonnets with scarcely any
ribbon, and short skimpy skirts and such lika.
The times is altered, and we shan't have ser-
vants the same as they nsed to ba never again
uo more, Besides, ma'am, misstresses issodif-
ferent. 1 know some that takes a sort of
pride in the appearance of their servants, and
wouldn't have them dressed in the old-fash-
ioped style on no account whatever."

‘*How strange that does seem ! Perhaps you
had better try and find me a more slderly per-
gon. Have you any one on your list at pre-
gent who you think would suit me "

*“No, mn'am, not at present, I'm sorry to
say, no one at all; and I'm raally afraid I shall
huve some diffioulty in mesting with the kind
of person you regquire."’

“So I should fancy,’ soliloquized I, as on
the departure of this model mistress [ in-
dulged in speculations as to whence the
good lady had derived her notions of ‘‘do-
mestic"” treatment; whether she had herself
in earlier years been subjected to anything
correspondent in  the way of supervision and
rogtraint, and whether, if so, how it had
answered in her own case. Whether, for
example, pains had been taken to imprase
upon ber youthful mind the impropriety of
possessing an “‘acquaintance,™ :m-i all such ob-
lectionable superfluities had been judicionsly
kept aloof, {th knows but what her pre-
sent freedom from marital encumbrance may
be dus to the successful adoption of this sys-
tem ! Bhe may perhaps own her state of
blissful celibacy to the landable intervention of
parents or othors who cheoked every tendency
to ¢ultivate an acquaintance, snd, thaoks to
their efforts, life remaing to her one continued
game of solitaire, But, be it even so, 1 began
to have my doubts whether the plan on which
this respected lady acted was the right one, |
conld not bring mysell to see the propriety of
treating servants like young school-girls, to
gay nothing of the practicable impossibility of
dolug so. It s, no doulit, a greal nuisance to
know that one or more young men are hover-
lng over an equal number of your female
attendants, and & still grester one when, on
the ripeming of the aequaintance into some-
thing more, a good servant like Belay takes
herge!f off “for better for worse,”’ leaving yon
as good as cookless, or nurseless, or house-
maidless; and it is not to be wondered at if,
after such painful experience; the mistress of
a honsge should insert a clause in her resola-
tions prohibiting henoeforth all followers: but
this does not answer, nor ever will while the
luw of nature continues against it; and so
slugalar am I, that Tuow prefer o ng a
servaut who ‘us a respectable we fined
Joseph on the horizon with whom ahe iz per-
mitted to “keep company’’ at intervals, rather
than a young woman who, I know will be on
the watch to take in tow the first illok. Tom,
or Harry—perhaps all three—whom she may
succeed in llsnlﬂ\ﬂll-
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But the time was pass and My young
woman had not come. Wedryol waitiag, | rose’
to depart, when Mrs. Primworihy, kuowiog 1
bad come some distance, '|.1ravallud upon we
to ““walt a littls lomger.” 1 was aboul 1o
speak to her about the mon whom the
maiden lady had eent rift, and who, 1
thought, might have sulted me, whan she
was aghin summoned back to her office, A

onug man, with light bair and fair complex-

op, about live and twenty, well gotupin a
sait of lght-colored garments and an Albert
chain dangling gracefully from a buttonhols,
had eome to transact buzinoess with the ao-
commodating Mrs. Primworthy. He has come
in quest of a valet de chambre, was my
eonclusion; or, maybe, he is a married man
cand iz depuated by his wife to negotiate for
some femals servant or other. It was then
with unfeigned sorprise that I heard Mes.
Primworthy address him familiarly as
“Thomas,” inguniring iutersstedly, st the game
time, after his porents and family. Groatar
still was my amazement when, on procesding
to business, | heard the question asked him,
“What miade vou leave your last sltaation ¢
Yes, indeed, however hard to oredit it, this
was a footman out of place! He had comae to
:;m' i‘f Mrs, Primworthy could find him another
wrth.

“Why did 1 leave my last situation?’ he
answered, echoing Mrs. Primworthy’s question
—*1 left it becanss my (eelings would not
allow me to remain any longer; and when yon
hear all partioulars, you'll only wonder how I
put up with it 80 long."”’

“Indeed, Thomms. I'm =orry to hear that,
Let me ses—yon was ouly there fonr months
—was not that all?

8 months, Mre. Primwortliy, auch a six
monthe a8 I hope never to pass in any othor
gituation, and I'll take care I don’t if I oan
help it. 'Why, they don't know to treat a re-
gpectable man; and then, the things | was ex-
pected te do there, it brings up all my indig-
nation to think of them. First of all, I wasn't
even given a room to myself, but was forced
to share a bedroom with the groom, a common
fellow who used to spore so loud 1 had to lie

awake for hours listening to him, To
think of this, after what I had been ac-
customed to! and then, this low chap,

he knew so little of his place, and all that
wns due to me, that he refused to clean my
boots the very first morning after [ cams,
saying I was just as much a servant as he
was; so that I had aectually to do my own
boot cleaning during the whole of those blessad
six months.”

“Well but, Thomas, I don't think such
little anmoyances as those suflicient cause for
leaving a good sitnation.”

“You wouldn't call it a good situation if
you kunew all the rest | had to put up with. A
good sitnation, indeed ! That is just what [
was told it was before | went there. I ex-
pected they were good stylish sort of peopla,
who knew what a man in my position would,
and what he would not, stand. Such unfash-
ionable hours, too, as they kept I nevar heard
of before | If they didn’t breakfast at 8 o’clock,
and then expeoct me to be all dressed and ready
to attend table at such a time of day as that.
Of course 1 told them at once I couldn’t do it;
they must get the parlor maid to wait at
breakfast, and answer the bells, too, and not
expect me aonywhere upstairs till after 12
o'clock.”

“That was making rather bold, I think,
Thomas. You'll find very few placas indeed
where you'll be left to yourself till twelve in
the day.”

“Well, Mrs. Primworthy, that iz my resolu-
tion, and I intend keeping to it. They re-
quired nothing more at my former situation,
because they knew better what a man like me
was entitled to. But there was lots of other
things they wanted me to submit to. When I
engaged for the place, it was unpderstood that
I #should have a sait of clothes at the end of
every rix months, making two snits in the
year; but after I had been there about two
months, the gentleman sends for ms, and says
he, ‘Thomas, there are two suits of clothes of
mine on the drawers in my dressing-room
which you can have; they are not alF worn
out; take and get them altered to fit you,
as they are well worth it.) I falt my
pride hurt at this, and mno wonder,
and so says I to him, ‘No, sir, I'm much
obliged to you, I don’t wear other people’s
cast-off clothing, but I don't mind carrying
them down stairs and giving them to Bill the
groom. Idare say they will be useful to him,
and perhaps he won't mind wuriuq them
as they are, without even altering! And
what do you think Mr, — says to me be-
cause | mentioned this about Bill and the
old clothes? Why, he calls me an insolent
fellow, and tells me to be off down stairs. So,
when my time was up, at the end of the six

months, [ received my wages right
enough, and quite naturally I looked for
the suit of clothes according to agree-

ment; thinking how nice it would be for me to
have some good new things to come away
with, when Mr. — tnrns and begins abusing

me likeé anything, saying he had done more
than ever he was bo to do in offering me
those old things of his, so I shouldn't get any-
thing mwore out of him, and it was no use for
me trying to. If that wasn't behaving
shabby 1"

“I think, Thomas," interposed Mrs, Prim-
worthy, ‘“‘you was wrong in refusing the
clothes. Perhaps if it was not speciﬂeg that
the clothes should e new ones, Mr, —
considered he was acling up to the
terms he engaged you on in offering you what
he did. | know Mr, —— has always been re-
presented to me as a thorongh gentieman, and
the last young man as was there said it was a
nice comfortable place, and he was sorry to
leave. To tell you the truth, Thomas, I'm
afraid you was a little bit spoiled, as the say-
ing is, at the place where you was before,"

“Well, you do astonish me to think how
any man of proper feslings could eall that a
vomfortable place; but it showed the gort of
men they had before me when they had sota-

ally been in the habit of carrying the coals
It;paui.ira. They trisd this on with me when
rst

onma, expeoting | was going to carr
two or three great souttlefuls of mﬁi a day nﬁ
the way from the coal-cellar up to the draw-
ing-room. DBut, as I told them, my hands are

hot made for that sort of work, and
what's more, | understood my place
moch to, well to submit to it if “thay

bad been. [ never made any objection to 1if;
the coals on to the fire when the coal box
stood ready beside the chimneypisce, so as to
save the ladies the trouble; and as I was
anxious to be accommodating, I told them
if they would get & sort of coal cupboard
built on the landing outside the drawing-room
door, a8 Lady — did, to hold two or three
days' coal, I shouldn't even make a diffigulty
about ﬁlll’ng the voal box from there; but
35 :o'::mying the coal up-stairs, I shouldn't
on,

“Apd did they aotually let you off

carrying the coals "' ingnired the asto-
nished Mrs. Primworthy, becoming, like
myself, more and more &t Thomas'

resumption, “If they did, I think you wers
rauhled 'wilh great tndnlgandol thero alto-
gether.’
*Indnl 1" axolaimed the man, “don’t
fndn! '

speak of gence in that house, 1 might
a8 well have gone for six mouths to polgu.
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onon for all the indulgence that waa lnu;n:;

us there,  Uf cotrse, a man like when
Lina done hia work, illnu Lo upt:l" his svelllla-
ings. now and then with his friends or at
hi# olub, Bat never could | out of g
uight ~without first mking  Jeave, and
then it was always, ‘What do you want
fo go out for, Thomas?' of ‘Where
de you want to [go to, Thomaat' or ‘low lon
shall yon be gone, Thomas?!'' making me fus
mere like ns §f 1 wan & tioket-of-leave man
th an & man Irnrint; the  respeotale charastar
Idid. Apd woold you belleva, though I of.
feréd to put a lock on tha back door and #land
the expense myself, so as 1 might come in an
hour of the night without distarbing th{
family, the gemtleman he wouldn't allow §
eaying e wondered only however | conld ask
such a thing. That dossn't much look like
indulgence, I should sny, shonld youp

““As to the matter of going oul at
Thomas,” replied Myis, I'gﬂmgorlhy, “?ljfk::
of many places whers that is not allowed for a
hubit, and yet the master and mistress, I shonld
gay, quite as indulgent as need be.  But now
what do you wish we to do for you? bp«.m'
you see, here s some one else come to do
uriness with me, and I dare say ber time i
preciong, the same 44 mine is."

“Why, what I want {s & regular first-olnsg
situation; and I think a butler’s place the ons
to suit mae hest, hecanss people always treat a
butler with preater respuot and consideration
than they do a footman. It seems to mea
butler holds a gituation sort of half-way in &
family between the parlor and the kitehen.
He is not exactly master, nor he isn't looked
npon quite like a servant; and then, too, his
having charge of the wine, and the silver, and
such like thinge, of iteell makes his placs of
importance; aud to tell yon the truth, Mrs.
Primworthy, it is not every one that is quali-
;i._uil for It, but after the experience I have
1 &

Thomas was not permitted to finish the pro-
clamation of his competency for the office newly '
aspired to, Mrs, Primworthy making so mun[y-
fest a transfer of her attention to the new arri-
val that he made bis bow, signifying at the

same fime his intenlion of ling again
in a day or two. What was effes ag
the threatened interview 1 did mnot le

but I remember thinking at the time, had
been Mrs. Primworthy, [ should be soméwhat
cautions about helping this airified gentleman
into a first-clasa family, aven in the new form
of butler, Curiosity tempted me to ask the
woman something abont him, when she told
me ghe had known him for several yaars; that
he had heen taken by the hand ont of a hovel
by some one or other who had given him a
decent eduocation, and provided him with two
or three snccessive sitnations. Till lately, nons
knew his place better than did Thomas, but
he had recently held a situation at ni.uly
——'8, who had, in fact, as Mrs. Primworth
expressed it, complotely spoiled him. T
lady, under the by no means rare delusion
that she bad got a treasure, was persuaded
that she could not do enongh for Thomas, nor
require too little from him, coupled with a
superstitions dread of the awfu of the
calamity, should Thomas ever leave her.
Under the combined influence of these joint
impressions, it was no wonder if Thomas*
indulgences increased both in muomber
and in magnitude. ‘What he liked he
did, and what he lked not he left alone or
did by deputy, till it had grown hard to defina
exactly the nature of the position which he
held in this Lady ——'s establishment; and
there, no doubt, it was he had conceived the
happy notion of a neutral office between up-
stairs rule and down-stairs servitude for which
lie deemed himself o admirably snited. But
in an evil day for him, —— took ill and
died, died most nnel:.}mcled . Poor Thomas,
of conrse, participal in the general disper-
sion of her retinue that ensued, winding up in
the service of this Mr. —, six monlis' BX-
perience of which had guite satisfied him.

It was now my turn, the last comer already
alluded to being the individual whom I was
expecting, and whose appearance was verily a
relief to me; for although I confess to have
been somewhat entertained by muoh I had
been fain to listen to, [, in truth, desired to
hear no more. My own business was of a very
ordinary nature and :Eeedily ooncluded. Had
anything passed worth jotting down, it shonld
have been recorded for the benefit of the
reader; but I refrain from inflicting the recital
of my commonplace transaction upon others,
who, like myself, have prolably enongh
of the subject.

My admission behind the scenes, if | may so
term it, went, 1 think, to strengthen the no-
tions | had already held, as to the corpect

mode of dealing with domestic servants. I
had always n under the fmpression
that there were two errors to rd
against if you desire to be sa B

torily, served. One is, the mistake of being
over striot, and the other that of too in-
dulgent. To steer evenly & midway course be-
iween thess two very common tendenoies,
while it forms one of the secrets of suoccessful
ement, is an art of which few are mas-
ter. And a third notion of mine i# this—that
for the kitchen the hnrp!ut and most snooess-
ful form of government is the republiean, If
cook be president, let her be more, A
mouarchwlnw nt&li‘;smmvgm m‘::l-‘é{ eook
is permitted to wie ] v
soon assume the whip, aud the mmeg
will be subject to periodical disruption. Bsing
already ¥mmmm with the correotness of my
theory, | came away with exhﬂﬂpmn
deepened by what I was const to hear
during my half-hour's detention in the Ber-
vants' Registry.—ZLondon Sociaty. ‘

WANTS,
WANTED,

EVERY CITY AND TOWN
N

Fenpeylvania and SBouthern NewJersey
FOR THE

EROOKLYN
LIFE INSURANCECOMPANY
OF NEW YORK

Aleo, o fow good SOLIUITORS for Phlladeiphls.

Call or nddress
E. B. COLTON,
GENNRAL AGENT,
' NO. 827 emESNTY STREET.
Buox AGENTS IN LUCK AT LAST.

';{“fhhil,mc. The bour has ihe

s
"

1 HSTORY OF THE SECKET SERVcE

AGENIE IN

o of S Ay o S LSSl Beves
Ty T
N o mﬁ‘ .




