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SPIRIT OF THE PRESS.

EOIPORTAL OPINIONS OF THE LEADING JOURNALA
PPON CUREENT TOFNE—OOMPILED NVERY
DAY FOR THE EVEXING TELEORAPIL

sted “Hevuin f Feollng'—
gt 1Ty AL
From the Times.

Mr., Hersohel V. Johinson, in his recent con-

vorsation with our special vorrespondent, jgave
gtterance to a sentiment which widely pre-
wails in some parts of the Bouth. “Ouar only
Bope," hesaid, ‘s in a reaction at the North.”
With this as their reliance, s party in Georgia
are prepared to vote sgaingt the projectsd
Qonvention, with the purpose of defeating the
Congressional scheme ol reconstruction. A

ro consideralle party in gevaral of the
83[2:10”.- acting on the advice of Mr. Hill, and
abstaining from registration. They will not
yecognize the law '[.y voluntary complianos
with any of its provisions. They, too, place
their trust in *'a reaction at the North."
Both Mr. Herschel Johngon and Mr. Hill pro-
ceed On the hypothesis that the great objeot
to be just now attaived is the frustration of
the plan of Congress. Beyond that, their phi-
losophy and prophecies are at fanlt. All else
oontres in a vague hope of help from the
North. Why that help chould be rendered,
except with the view of enabling the Bouth to
diotate the terms of reconstruction, neither the
Georgia Johnson nor Mr. Hill has attempted
to explain,

Similar opinions are zealously oultivated in
Bouth Carolina under the leadership of the
Charleston Meroury. Tor some time after its
reappearance, the Mercury displayed a whole-
gome moderation. It sesmed inclined to accapt
the situation with all its realities, and to favor

stting back into the Union in any way which
gleoth might indicate. Graduslly, how-
ever, the ante-war spirit has developed itself,
and now the Morcury declaims as furiously
against the authority and measures of Con-
s &8 though both were subjeot to the will
of the Southern people.  The Mercury, too, is
re!:aring its readers for *'a revulsion of feel-
?ng ' at the North; arguing that sooner or
Iater it must coms, and that the present duty
of the South is to stave off reconstruction
until the “‘revulsion’” actually ocour. The
argument in support of this conolusion is, that
the continned supremacy of the Republican
party is contingent on the acquisition of the
votes of the Southem States.  Prevent this—
the Morcury cvontends—and the Republican
arty will be defeated ; then all will be right.
ﬂem is the statement of the case, as it is seen
by this opponent of the law :—

“Kentucky, as was expected, will send a
Demoeratic delegation o Congress, and aon in-
grontse of slx thousand conservatlve votes In
enoh of the Stutes of New York and Pennsylva-
nia, at the coming elections, would throw thelr
dalegation mnd thelr ffly-nine slectoral voles

alngt the radleal party. This I8 the reason
why the radicals exull over the victory that
Brownlow and bis militis galo=d for them In
Tennesses. They have ackuowledged that they
expect to lose the Middle States, and Lhey say
mmklg that their continued power can only be
seoured by the solld voles of Lthe Eastern Statles,
with those of one or more of the Northweastern
States, added to the solld radleal vote of the ten
Southern States. They admit that they will be
defeated unless the SBoulhern States be ad mitted
to Congress with radlesl delegations whiech will
lnpgon. through thick and thin, the measures
of the radical party. Ifthe Routhern Stales are
not readmitied, or If they are not readmitted
with radieal representatives, the sun of the
radieal revolutionists has sat forever, In every
Southern Btate but two the whites can insure
that the eall tor a convention, or the ratifloa-
tlon of the amended Constitulion, shall be de-
feated, and if they do Lhis Lhe South is saved,"

The assumption with which the Mercury
starts—that the Republican party is losing
ground in the States it now controls—is gra-
tuitous. An accession of atrength from the
South would, of courge, add to the perma-
nence of its sway. But on its present basis,

with the strength it possesses, and the assu- |

rance of renewed snccess whioh it enjoys, the
continuance of its rule over a perlod sufli-
clently long to complete the work of recon-
struction does not admit of reasonable doubt,
Truly stated, then, the case amounts to this:

The defeat of reconstruction now by the South |

will not deprive the party in power of the
opportunity of carrying out reconstruction on
the bosis laid down by Congress. Delay may
lead to new and more harsh conditions. For
these, however, the Congressional majority
Lave time. On some ground, therefore, and
on conditions certainly not legs stringent than
those of the present law, the South will be
reconstruoted under Republican direction,
whether the Conventions be voted down or
not, Delay may ocour, entailing injury upon
the country, especially on the South. But
the final result will be as far as possible re-
moved from that which the Charleston journal

redicts for the encouragement of its maleon-
tent friends.

Another fallaoy which all these opponents

of the law cherish is, that they may, withont |

further inconvenienoce, frustrate the oparations
now in progress. Mr, Herschel Johuson and
the Charleston Macury alike err in this re-
gpect. Both suppose that by defeating the

law as it stands, tronble will be brought to an |

end; the North will rush to the resous, and
the South will be ‘‘saved’’—by which proba-
bly is meant Vaaved’ from the measores of
justice and safety which Congress sevks to
establish. The idea does not ocour to sither
that perhaps the North will gpeak in another
tone, aud will demand the stern punishment
of men whose rebellions aspirations have
thriven under a policy of comparative modera-
tion. On the contrary, the Meroury aflirms
that the growih of friendly feeling at the
North is evidence of the repudiation of the
principles on which Congresa has legislated.
“The leading radical members of Congress,’
it deolares, “‘have given up for the present’
cherished notions of vevgeance—confiseation
among the number,

“I'ho Imhlln proas of the North Is far more
moderate in 18 tone than 1L bas ever been
before. It deprecales harsh or severs measures
1L sdvocates a restoralion of the Usion, and it
ghows plalnly enongh that, although it 18 not

el rendy lo break wilth the radieal party, it
zoﬂ feol Lhal the continuance of radion

union, the encouragement of revolation, and

the continped dechne of political power and

commercial prosperity.”

These allegations Mrnish pretexts for the
assertion that “‘a revalsion of feeling'’ in favor

of the demands of the unreconstruoted Soutd
has already beguan.

more palpable mistake. ‘‘The leading radi

odl members'’ have been overborne by more
moderate Republicans, becanse the feeling

predominant in the party ia adverse to greate

”"m,h tructie
thoron reconstraoctien,
nndera%ood, however, that other an

and extinguish Rebel resistance, and thes

1ties will be promptly ennoted and sternly
Pe;?o:uem 1f conflzeation of the estates of Rebel

Q=
minlon s the contlbuance of diseord and dis

But there could be no

than {2 eszentinl to the completion of
Lat it i.-eg«numlly

pevarer
ties are necessrry to perfaot the work,

soon a8 the failure of the prosent law shall be-

oy T
8 Imore .

press admits oraaut{ll inter mﬂa"’ﬂﬂ;
whioh the Charleston r:}l& b g o

of oh the result of fear, :
bellel thd, despite all sppaion, £ loysd
elements in the South, biack and whi lo‘ oom-
bined, will prove strong eﬂwq,‘; 50 SENGFN
complianoe with the law. This bellef is pra-
dicated on observations and reports akin to
those of Benator Wilson, tonching the raiyld
rowth at the South of a disposition to abide

v the law in good faith. ¢ hazard pothing
in ing that if this bellef thus fostered be
not verified—if the anticipations of reconstruo-
tion which have grown np within the last fow
months be not fulfilled—""the public press of
the North' will, nuder the twin impulses of
duty and self-interest, quickly dispel the de-
lusions cherished by those who imagins that
they may defy Congress and its laws with im-
punity.

We do not accept Mr. Hersohel Johnson as
more than the exponent of a certnin olass of
Georgia politiclany — not of the Bouthern
people; nor do we regard the Charleston
Mercury as a representative organ of Southern
néewspaperdom. Both are noticeable only as
indexes of partionlar difficulties to bhe en-
countered at the BSouth, as well before as after
reconstroction. They are reasons tor making
the work thorough, rather than for despairing
of its sucoess,

“We, the People.
From the Washington Chronfole,

When a distinguished member of the Con-
vention which framed the Constitution of the
United Stater was congratulated upon the
prospect of happiness and prosperity appa-
rently secured by it, he replied, “That de-
pends upon the congtruction that may be pat
upon the Comnstitution.” The sentiment in
favor of a National (tovernment was by no

means unanimous, There were local reasons
of Btate power and policy, and jealousies of
State politicians, as well as fears of the novelty
of thismew Government, of great but untried
powers, that arrayed against it a powerful
minority, many of whose members had been
leaders of the revolution for independence.
The necessities of the situation proved supe-
rior to their arguments. The confederation
was powerless and contemptible at home and
abroad. Btate jurisprudence was very un-
sstisfactory, oreditors complained that jus-
tlice was not secure; commerce langnished; the
Btateg refused to obey Congressional requi-
gitiong, and there was no power to enforoe
them:; ocivil war was imminent, and counld
only be pravented by the organization of a
National Government. The Bovernment of
the [United States then was the offspring of
an exigency, the legitimate sequence of the
war of independence. The Declaration was a
charter of principles, the Constitution an at-
tempt to organize government in accordanoce
with them. Abstract theories must take the
ghape of law before they can become affective

in an attitude of hostility to the accepted faith
of the nation they represent, This arises espe-

ated by monarchical aud aristocratic govern-
ments of regarding time-honored privilege as a
right, and sanctfying property over man. Free-
dom and progress are in constant struggle to
break throngh the incrustrations of ages of
despotism to which men have become habitu-
ated. It is much harder to secure intellectual
emancipation, to get men's minds out of the
old habits of thought, than to win victories
upon the battle-fleld. Hence the rarity of
revolutionary trinmph and the tendency to
reaction, The war of independence had been
made successful by a united effort of the peo-
ple of all the colonies; their unity had been
cemented Ly a common danger. When the

danger was passed, the “‘spirit of Amerios,”

as it was called, subsided, and local jealouzies
interrupted the harmony and threatensd the
| existence of the Union. The Convention was
therefore a necassity—the Constitution was its
congequence; and that was made to conform as
nearly to the principles of the revolution as
State rivalry and other obstacles would
permit.

Great objection was made by the opponents

of the National Government to the sentence |

with which the preamble begins, **We, the
| people,” It was the object of constant attack,
and it is, therefore, well Lo keep in mind the
importance of that sentence in establishing the
character of our Government. If we look at
the debates of the Virginia Counvention, we
will find that nearly all of the distinguished
men in that body earnestly participated in the

and their deliberations enable ns to come to a
just conclusion as to the construotion put upon
it. Patrick Henry, a leader of the revolution,
and the most effective orator of his day, having

become imbned with the idea that extent of

territory was dangerous to liberly, that liberty
| could only be securs in small commonwenlths,
vehemently opposed the adoption of the Con-
[ gtitution. Of this little olause, ‘‘we, the puo-
ple,”” he said, “What right had they to
gay, we, the people? My political curiosity,
exclusive of my aoxious solicitude for the
! public welfare, leads me to ask who aatho-
| riged them to speak the laopguage of we, the
people, instead of we, the States ! BStates are
the charaoteristics and soul of s confedera-
tion, If the States be not the agents of this
| compact, it must be one great consolidated
national Government of the people of all the
States."
presenting the obnoxions feature of the
Constitution as this great orator and advo-
cate of Btate soversignty could devise. To
minds constituted like his own, to men of
similar faith, it was startling and conclu-
gsive, Dut how was it received by the
friends of the Government! Did they
ghrink away from the issus, alarmed at the

natiulmlili" ! No. UGovernor
slied: —¢The
lnqulrvﬁ why we assumed the language, ‘we,

the people.’ 1 ask, why not? The Govern-

ment before, * %

Is it nnfair? Is it nnjost?

= | merits or defects 1!

r | ment, Mr. Pendleton followed in its defenss,

especially against Mr, T ’ ult.
mﬂl:—"{\' g r. Henry's asss

form government |

@ | rapresentatives of the

rity, is 0 mode wholly {nessential,

This was as strong a method of

prospect of creating a grand consolidated
Randolph re-
gentloman then proceeds, and

ment is for the people; and the misfortuns was
that the people had no agency in the Govern.
What harm is there in
consnlting the people on the construction of a
Government by which they are to bs bound ?
If the Govern-
L | mont iz to be binding on the peopls, are not
the !Jeupla the proper persons to examing its

Have wo find the startling foroe of Henry's
sosrecrow of ‘‘oomsolidated mationslity’' met
h,-z defiant qoery as to what the States had
to do with it. Ths people had the right to

a Government if they wished to, and
the States, whioh were the creatures of the
people, not their makers nor masters, had no
right 1o intervene. If the soversignty whioch
was vested In the people gave them powar to
mike Btate Governments, it also gave them

ywer (o make s National Government, and

r. Pendleton, who thought that the confede-
ration was “no government at all,” aald of
the Constitution:—*Buppose the papsr on
your table dropped from one of the
lanets, the people found I, and sent us
Iwrn to congideér whether it was proper for
their adoption, must we not obey them?
Then the question must be bLetwesn this
Government and the oonfederation.”” Hers
was an uneguivoeal adoption of popular sov.
ereignty agniost Eiste roversigoly, snoh as
must have shocked the nerves of the Confede-
rationigts very muoh indeed; but was followed
up bythe declaration of Mr, Lee, of West-
morelund, that the u::iprussiou “We, the peo-
ple,"" was lntroduced into the Constitution
with great propriety. *‘This system," gaid he,
*is submitted to the people for their considera-
tion, because on them it is to operats, if
adopted;'’ and after he had strengthened his
position by lengthened argument and illastra-
tion, Mr. Henry renewed his attack by again
praclaiming the Government created a ““con-
solidated Government.” He evidently
thought the declaration of that simple truth
enough to warn his hearers away from it
but they were not all as muoch afraid of
congolidation as he was, and were quite
willing to acoept it as the only escape from
growing and threatening evils. “The
guestion turngs, ' said Henry, *'on that poor
little thing—the expression, We, the people,
instead of the States of Amerlea.” % a
‘‘Here is & revolution as radical as that which
separated ns from Great Dritain.’” The coun-
try could hardly be frightened by the revolu-
tionary agitator himself raising the ory of
revolution anew, Neither did the usnal catoh-
penny epithet of “radical’’ answer his pur-
pose. The Government was a necessity, and
all his assaults upon it were fruitless. It wus
adopted by the peopls, whose Government it
is; and his delineations of its character nnd

| powers may now be properly invoked by its

in government, and the obstacles interposed by |
vested interesta frequently place governments |

cially from the habit inculeated and perpetu- |

disoussion regarding the term “‘we, the people,’ |

Assailed again by Mr. George Mason, who
denonnced it as creating a national Govern-

He
ho but the peopls have a right to
The expression is a com-
mon one, and a favorite one with me; the
ople, by their autho-
; If the ob-
jection be that the Union ought to be not of

ré be found necessary, confiscation | the people, but of the State Governments,
:“ﬁ?gne:rriad. It has been reaisted thus far | then | think the cholge of the former very
stmply beoause it has not appenred indispensa- | happy and proper, What have the State
Dle. The same spirit which led Congress Lo | liovernments to do with it Ware they to

lowent the
amendment with
pel the adoption of more

very mild Constitutional
the existing laws, will com-
soliemes, 80

be the

adopted

deteruine, the people wonld not in that case
Judges upon what terms it was

friends to carry ont those measures neocessary
to perfect its operations. The State sove-
reignty parvty gained ground after the adop-
tion of the Constitution, being helped thereto
by many adventitious circumstances, They
vame into possession of the Government, and
g0 organized its diflerent departments as to
emasculate it and make it powerless before the
Btates,

As Alexander H. Stephens said they always
ingisted upon a majority of the Supreme Court,
and having a majority of Congress, and nearly
all the Presidents; the interpretations put
upon the Constitution were made chainsg
wherewith to Lind the arms of the nation.
They ran the Government down the inclined
plane of inimical construction for eighty years
into the pit of rebellion and civil war, thus
proving that its beneficence depended materially
upon the constroction it should recsive at the
hands of thoge who administered it.

This method having nearly ruined the
Government and the nation, it is time to
reverse the engine and run it upon the track
of true construction; that construction which
was given to it by its friends and mot by its
enemies, It is quite sure it can no longer be
permitted to drift along dishonored as the
creature of sovereign States. Its permansncy
can only be gecured by its legitimats supremacy
over the States, and to enable it to exeroise
the powers conferred upon it by the Constitu-
tion, a law must be passed to enforce the
gnarantee clause thereof.

e ——
The President and His Oubinet—-What
Dous the KEmergency Heguire?

From the Herald.

Mr. Stanton in retiring takes care to make
up his case, evidently with a view to the
future action of Congress. He seems, indeed,
to have had the double purpose to fix his own
position and at the same time the position of
General Grant; trying, of course, in the latter

| to hold the General responsible in some part

for what he esteems a violation of his rights,
and this even while exchanging with the

| straightforward soldier expressions, hollow

enough on his part, of admiration and respect.
This will recall characteristic conduct of a like

nature memorable in the earlier Listory of
Mr. BStanton's officia]l life, He is careful not
to assent to any step in the President’s course;
to protest that it s all wrong, and that he
does not yield of hiz free will, but only retires
because assured that General Grant has
accepted the appointment to his ;"msitiun, and
that this implies “‘superior force.” Donbtless
all will agree that the retiring Secretary ghould
gave his wounded dignity and cover ignomini-
ouns dismissal from a high position with this
poor plea, As to ultimate right, we suspect
that Liere, as in many other great cases, the
aoct will be judged in relation to its results; in
other words, if the President carries his move.
ment 8o far as to commend it to the people—
to muke it a popular snccess—it will be right;
while otherwise, if he halts and fails, he will
be held as having been desperately in the
wrong. His fate before the nation is now in
his own hands, and the result of the steps
already taken will depend npon what is in the
future,

If Mr. Johnson stops with the mere removal
of Mr, Btanton, he will have taken no advan-
tageous gtep, He may get secretaries quite
as_ ellicient and quite as acoeptable to the
country; but that is not enough, Mr. Stauton
had a deflnite position in this case, ns repre-
senting the policy of the nation, and with this
hag also done so well in the proper discharge
of his duties as to call from & man of snch un-
(nestionable candor as General Grant an ex-
pression of appreciation for his “zeal, patriot-
ism, firmness, and ability." Mr, Jolnson
muet therefore make the oase so clear that it
cannot fpossibly be supposed that he acts
against Stanton merely, whose position is re-
gpectable ag an eMoient official and upholder
of the national policy of reconstruction in
it broader sonse, The President muost show
that his action does not intend & mere re-
opening of his former issues with Con-
ﬂﬂas, and that thig present setion is not to

classed and confounded with such former
obstructive steps as the nullification of the
Reconstruotion law by Stanbery’s opinion, He
mwust render it imposeible that this step shall
be classifled in t{ml ontegory of obatruotive
acta which irritated the country and gave all
its power against him to Congress and made
the clamor of impeachment what it was. He
will bave only reawakened that dormant spirit
if he does not now show distinotly that he
MOoves 1o connteract, to control, to uﬁwkmlw-
it possible, that particular tendency of the
Republican party whioh threstens to throw
the destinies of the country into the hands
of the nigger; to give a dominant voloe in
the [councils of the nation to those newly
made voters that have just come out of &
barbarous condition, and fu their ignorsnce

are the tools of the daugerous extremists, the

theoriats and demngogues who stand as thelr
pecalinr friends in virtue of the extravagant
promises made—promises that oan only ba
fulfilled at the expenss of the rights of the
white ::;Jt'n *

As & blow nst the negro polioy—a blow
in bebalf of the righta of .vgrhiu{ voh’-m North
and Bouth—the removal of Stanton is wignifi-
cant; for he was, daving the war, the groatl
leador of the negro olamor—the man who
Epent an undus amount of national money
in putting into the national uniform some
thousands of niggers who never fired & shot,
and who were only intended to be unsed as
capital for fature nigger legialation, to pave
the way to this vory supremacy of nigger
volers, He waa, therefore, & good man to
begin with; but the President must not stop
with him. He must go through the eotire
Cabinet—oust Seward, Welles, Randall, and,
mwore than all, Stanbery, the man who is, per-
hops, more likely than any other to compro-
misa the President before the nation; the man
whose interpretations of laws and whose decla-
ration In the Supreme Court of Demooratio
gympathies make him a political millstone.
All these must be driven ont; and the Presi-
dent must then reorganize his Cabinet with
men whose very names will convinee the
conntry of the honesty of his purpsse—will
thow that he is fighting the dangerous ten-
dencies of & faction, not opposing the will of
the people. Ile must reorganize with men
whose history, and, more especially, recent
career, show them to be in sympathy with
the great national movement; who were in for
the war, heart and sounl; who cannot bs sus-
pected of any dizposition to batray the great
principles for which the peopls fonght; but
who have the wisdom amd the oourage to
oppose a firm front against that evil and
dangerous policy of extreme Republicans that
can only end in giving the political balance of
the nation into the hands of halfl & million
negro veters. This is the issue. If the
I'regident mests the necessity boldly, he will
have the sympathy and support of the nation;
if he goes half way, and stops, he will only
have made matters worse.

The Proscription of Hepublican Voters:
From the Tribune,

Nobody has ever thought it amiable to
gnatch bread from the starving, or polite to
pull his bed from under a dying man; but, it
seems to ns, akin to these attentions is the
attempt to bully a freedman ont of his vote.
There was a little too much of this for patience
in the late Tenuesses election. Wa can pass
over Lhe pasgion of that retired marine war-

| rior, Admiral Semmes, for the rightof an old

galt to swear is as prescriptive as his right to
chew tobacco; and we cannot be sufficlently
thankful that he did not burst a vessal on
election day, but survived the aggravation with
Lis arteries in their usual order. We oan also
pass over the moarnful wails of the Avalaiche
newspaper, which hints at going to war again,
il mot day alter to-morrow, at least in the
vourse of a month or two, It is quite another
matter when we find the Clarksville Chroniele
advising oitizens to withhold work trom all
colored men who voted for Brownlow—mnot
immediately, mark you! but wheunever labor-
ers can be found to take their places.

Now, threatening to discharge a man from
employment unless he votes with his em-
ployer, is the most shameful sort of bribery
vonceivable, and the wretoh who suocnmbs to
such influences might just as well be a slave
a8 a so-called freedinan, His freedom is merely
nominal. The best part of him belongs to the
political trader who buys him at the poor prive
of permitting Lim to eam a living by the
swoeat of his brow. Whether an ululﬁn_vur
thinks negro sufirage expedient or otherwise
does not in the slightest degree affect the
moral question, There are those who do not
understand the use of money, and when they
get it, unwisely squander it; but does this give
anybody a right to pick their pockets? Shy-
lock justly said that those who took the means
whereby he lived, really took his life; and to
sbandon a man to pauperism and starvation
glmply for exerciging a plain legal right, is no
better than knocking him on the head. Then,
again, what difference does it make whether
the lribery of a voter is effected by a snm in
hand or by prospective wages ! by cajolery or
by threats? by thrusting a spurious ballot
into Lis fist, or by promising to starve him
into political orthodoxy 7

In every country in which anything like

| general suffrage prevails, this purchasing of

votes, while it may not seldom be resorted to,
is held to be disreputable. In KEogland,
bribery proved nnseats a member of Parlia-
ment.  Inmost of the respectable States of
this Upion there are laws goarding the
liberty of the voter to vote as he pleases; and
these measures are taken to protect men
who do not and cannot need the protection
which is absolutely vital to the fresdman.
Now, intimidation, for many reasons, is vastly
worse than a plomp purchase. The fellow
who sells himsell out-and-out is probably lost
to all feeling of the nuspeskable dugm«r{atiuu
of his position, and no doubt would dispoze of
hig grandmotber’s body to the anatomist, Of
courte, he who can only be secured by
threatening to deprive him of bread for him-
self and his wile and ohildren, is Dbetbtar
worth saving from a shameful o ipression
and an Insidions (empiation. The fact
that he must be reached by such means
presupposes a certain  degree of honora-
ble feeling on his part, and the wvery
degire for work is in itself praiseworthy, Play-
ing, therefore, upon domestic love, taking ad-
vantage of pressing uneceasities, avalling him-
self of an accldental superiority, the employer
who bullies a dependant out of his most sacred
privilege, and wheedles him into becoming a
mere tool, iz guilty of & moral larceny, and as
souls are of more importance than bodies, per-
hitps he may be declared guilty of a moral
murder, It Is extortion, and extortion under
aggravatings circumstances, It is merely an
attempt to starve a voter's oplolons and pre-
ferences put of him, It is worse than bread
and water, with the grave instead of a
dungeon.

But we do not mean to insult the intellacts
of onr readers by arguing this matter. We
oan better employ the space at our disposal in
warning the Feople of Tennesgee, If bribery
be onee established as a system, they may bid
a long good night to the pmsparlt{ and re-
gpectabllity of the State. Those who buy or
Lully blacks will soon be buying or bully-
ing whites; and the insvitable vonsequences
of this will be the domination of dollars, and
the gradual transfer not only of poor people,
but of mechanios, laborers, and shopkespers of
gmall means, to the hands of those who are
able to pay for them. The white working man
who rejoices over the attempted degradation
of the black workman will find that petiy
tyrants are no I‘tﬂ'il'l‘beﬂlﬂl‘i of color. His turn
will come next, The want of daily bread has
pothing to do with the tint of the outicle,
Man, of whatever race, eats or digests, or
else dies. We prediot that, if the intimidation
of the blacks is successfully kept up, in a fow
years the advooates of conflacation will obtain
# power the friends of the South will find it
ditfioult to resist.
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Nat, Turner's Massacre,
From the Riohmond Dispatoh.,

We regret to see that, in the Association of
the Shiloh distriet of colored Baptists, held in
Manchester a fow days sinoce, the horrid mas-

acre set on foot by Nat. Turner in Bouthamp-
on in 1530 was alluded to with the appearance
of much ¢elaf and parade. The delegates from

Liat county were referred to as coming from
Le county ‘““where Nat. Tarner struck the
irst blow for freedom, '’ snd they wers marohed
orward, and there waa much shaking of hands
ind general felicitation upon the ocoasion.
Now this was all very bad, and very muoh out
of place, Nat. Turner's massacre was the
most barbarous and brutal of all the human
butcheries of this century. SBtudying the moon
more than he did the Bible, and the fantastical
shapes in the clonds more than the principles
and sentiments of justice and humanity, the
poormonomaniac Turner set on foot the bloody
and savage massacre, in which men, and wo-
men, and innocent girls, and even helpless
babes, were slaughtered by his insensate fol-
lowers, It was a horror of horrors, a brutal
and frenzied shedding of human blood, such
a8 has never been exceeded in its unprovoked
and brutal character.

It was a bad-hearted act in the Moderator,
Williams, (colored) to call up such a horrid
reminiscence as worthy of special commenda-
tion, We supposze that a few persons of the
colored congregation predent were awars of the
true nature of the Southampton feast of blood.
That very year the people of Virginia were
strongly inclined to the abolition of slavery.
Mr, Jeflerson had exerted & powerful influenca
on the public mind by his views against the
practical benefits of slavery, and his serions
apprehensions as to the injury it would inflict
upon his State., The Convention of 1829-30
came near adopting a measure for the prospec-
tive abolition of slavery; and but for the effi-
vionsness of Messrs. Arthar Tappan, his
brother, and Garrison, and others, it was then
believed such a measure would have passed
the Convention. The horrors of Southampton
reversed the tide of gentiment in the Legisla-
ture which succesded the Convention, and
abolition was postponed indefinitely.  “* First
blow for freedom,’” indeed! It was the dead-
liest blow to kind feeling for the blacks aud to
the growing sentiment in favor of abolition
whicﬁ conld have been inflicted, It was an
event horrible to all men, civilized and savage,
and which should not be revived by any one
save for deprecation and regret.

The Rev. Mr, Williams wounld munch better
gubserve the cause of Christisnity — would
much better advance the interests of the
colored people and inculeate the kind and
concilintory feeling which is indispensable to
{"@m:nml and prosperous relations between the
lacks and the whites—if he wounld refrain
from reviving such bloody and revolting. re-
collections. Bnt to revive them only to en-
dorge them is an act of hostility, It can re-
ceive no other interpretation. The Rev. Mr,
Colver, of Massachusetts, who is reported to
be a kind-hearted and philanthropic man, was
prezent, and would have done himself eredit
and subserved the cause of justice by except- |
ing to the use made of that horror of horrors
~the Bouthampton massacre.

The bad teachers of the blacks of Virginia, |
who find it to their interest to separate them |
from the great body of the people for party |
purposes, are weaving in with their orations !
such reminiscences as may acoomplish their
objeets; all of which tend to foment bad fealing |
and suggest distrust in the minds of the freed-
men of the people amongst whom they live, |
and upon whom they must depend for employ- |
ment—tha people with whose wellare theirs is
clearly identifled.

But these things will pass away. The blacks
will find out the shallow-heartedness of the |
unscrupulons and selfish persons who are |
widening the breach between them and those |
whose prosperity ia theirs, and whose peacs

alose can give them repose; and they will
curse the day when they listened to the cun-
ning and heartless stories of the hypoorites
now misleading them.

The President nad his Oabinet,
From the World. '

The statement that President Johnson will
appoint ‘‘a New England ex-Governor,”
meaning Governor Andrew, as Mr, Stanton’s
snceessor, is probably one of those unfounded
rumors to which conjecture gives wings when-
ever public curiosity is excited to a high
pitch. It is against all rensonable probability
that Governor Andfew would accept this sp-
pointment, if it should be tendsred him. Ie
is a radical, warm in his approval of Congress,
and being & man of talents and ambition, he
would not break with his party to aid the Pre-
sident, Nor would the i'ruuidunt regain any
influence by such an attempt to eonciliate the
radicals. Nothing so completely prostrates a
Flatesman in public estimation as to play fast
and loose either with political parties or pub-
lic questions. The removal of Stanton is a
deliant declaration of hostility to the Repub-
lionns, and the President cannot now afford to
court them by inviting into his Cabinet men
who are known to disapprove of his polioy.

We have no great confidence that President
Johugon will wmanage this, or any similar
matter, with wisdom and skill—qualities of
which he has ghown go little heretofore. We
oan see how, nt the outset, he might have ap-
pointed & strong radioal Cabinet, and Lave

ained by it. When he found that Congress
nelined to ba less lilberal to the South than
himself, two courses were open to him,
either of which would have been more favor-
able to the success of his policy thav the one
he aduflml, which was the worst possible, He
might have formed a strong Democratio Cabi-
vet, and Lave precipitated his quarrel with
Con{(rass before they had time to bring the

Congress into as virulent exasperation as ha
could have done by filling all the ofoes of tha
country with Democrate, and he has secured
no body of attached and strenuous supporters
in either party, -

President Johneon has misconoeived the
relative importance of argument and action th
the executive head of a grest CGovernment.
We are indebted to him for many sound and
admirable arguments against the polioy of the
radicals; but they have been of no more ad-
vautage to ug, nay, of less, than wonld have
been the same arguments from a private olti-
zem, There are hundreds of men in ths coun-
try who can reason as cogently as the Presi-
dent; but he was the only man who, by vigor
tempered with wisdom, could have saved the
Sonth from the oppression under whioh it
Trmms. We do not complain that Demoorats

1ave not had the offices, although, by aid of
them, they could bhave turned the In oriti-
cal elections; bLut what we do complain of is
that the I'residency has suank, in his

into a nullity. Lven by a ma dhm
to Demoorats, the ent could have
arrested a vast amount of evil, His Cabinet,
from the first day until now, Las been a clog.
It has been composed of men who would not
fight Congress, and could not manage it in the
interest of his policy; of men whom the Demo-
orats disliked and the Republicans distrasted.
A President who thus wastes and nentralizes
his power, ouly makes matters worse by the
inflammatory vigor of his langn

1f; in the antomn of 1865, the President,
with A keen perception of the approachin
hostility of Congress, had dissolved his Cabi-
oet, ke would have had no diffionlty in filling
every place with a prominent radical. By this
means, he could have taken out of Congress
some of the talant which has been exerted
against him, and he could easily have pladﬁ:d
the men, before he appointed them, to a polioy
of moderation. He could at least have fixed
the Republican demands at the stage they had
then reached, and, H the moral {t he
would have acquired with the extremists,
have secured a smooth reception for his first
annual message. Desides the aid he mi
have derived from such a Cabinet in mou!
the opinions of radical Congressmen, he con
have prevented the turning of the Hfopnbl]cm
garty ainst him by acensations of his having

eserted it. By thus keeping the confidence
of that party, he conld have moderated, if not
entirely controlled, its action. HsJoould have
got it pledged to something rather milder than
it then demanded, instead of enabling Congress
to bring it up to the tyrannical enormitisg
which are now insisted on.

We, of course, could indicate a mods of
action with which the Democratio party wonld
bave been better suited; but of three possible
schemes the I'resident adopted the very worst.
As he decided on a Repubﬁm Cabinst and a
Republican administration, it was a great mis-
take not to take such Republicans as could
exert an inflaence over Congress and koop
him the confidence of the party, By one courss
which the President mu?d bave adopted, but
did not, he might have moderated Co 8
and prevented the enormous exmnsionms
demands. By another conrse which he oould
but did net adopt, he might have carried the
people against Congress, But, by & want of
skill to which it wonld be difficult to find a
parallel, he has man to have no effective
support either from Cabinet, Congress, or the
people, FPresident Jobnson presents the sur-
prising speotacle of the head of a great Govern-

ment almost as isolated and powerless as a pri-
vate citizen,
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