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“1. 0. O. F.

National Thanksgiving of”
the Ovdoer,

The Exercises in the City
This Morning.

Addresses by the Rev, B, M. Nadal, D.D.,
Rev. E. W. Hutter, D. D, Rev.
paniel Washburn, Rev, John
(hambers, Rev., W, T.
Eva, and Rev. T.
A. Fernley.

Bte., BEte, Blo, Ete., Ete,, Kte.

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows
\hroughout the Union observe to-day as an
oooasion of general thanksgiving, in pursu-
ance of the following proclamation:—

144, 146, 174, 150, and 258, with Encamp-
ments Nos. 24 and 146 met at 10 o'clock on
German gtreet, and under the Marshalship of
Brother William C. Steadman, attended the
services at Trinity Protestant Epizcopal
Church, on Catharine street, below Third, and
were pddressed by tha Rev. D. Washburn, as
reported olsewhere,

¢ Lodges whose places of meeting are In
the northwestern section of the city, assembled
at 9 o'clock, in the hall at Broad and Srring
Garden streets, and attended Divine sarvice at
the Sﬁ;rlng Giarden Baptist Churoh, on Thir-
teenth streat, above Wallace, where they were
addressed by the Rev. John Chambers, as
given elsowhore.
Nos, 25, 100, 220 344 and 354 at-
tended Divine pervice at the First Presbyterian
Church of Kengington (N, 8.}, on Girard ave-
nue, above Palmer street, and were addressed
by the Rev. Willlam T. Eva, as reported
eleewhere.
These thanksgiving services will be still
further continued this afternoon and sveniug.
Rev, John Chambers will again officiate at the
Firet Independent Church, corner of Broad
and Bansom streets, at half-past 3 o’clock;
while at a quarter to 8 o'clock this evening,

R, Jeflrey, at the Fourth Baptist Cliuroh, Fifth

heveas, The R, W. Grand Lodge of the United
Iilrl?-n. of the Independent Urder of 6‘:!6 Fellows, av |
18 late Boplomber st=slon, 186, In gratelul recogol- |
yon of the wperring band of God In rescuing the |

enius of Odd Fellowshlp from Lhe ruln which deso-
sied 1o wany of the berevolent nod charimbile justi-
Tutionn of CUF COMMon Country, a5 tho mdispeisabie
effects of GIVIL War, mnd of the unmistaknblie pros-
‘“.f'u wilel has growned s lubora durlng ‘he your
which has Just puised, did, by upbanimoos vote, direct
the M. W, draud =ire to lswne his Prociamstion ap-
polnting n Liny of Theoksgiving for these and coont-
fess other blessiogs  voeuchanied o our beloved
“';l:.:\-: therefore, I, Jnmes P, Banders, M, W, Grand
Eire, do bereby fratéruully direct Lt the twenly-
wlxth dny of April, 1867, b observed by the mombors
of vur Order shrougnoot the general Jurisdiction, s 8
dny of Thank-giviog aod Prayee, and that they do
pesemibie omskid day I such manner wad focom of
orguigation, with their fumliles, an the wpproprinie
AuLhorities in thelr respeeiive State Jurisdictions mey

reserite, to render tl Lo the éver-diviog Yol tor

1is manifest (v or and protection (o that lTustitotion
which wewo much love andolierish, and espiciul ¥ fur
the pr servation of I8 unbroken unity thrdogh vrinly
and poerils ol unparsiivied severity,

one at the cliy of Baltinore this first day of Nov-
exaber, A, 1), 150, and of our Order the Forty-eighth,

JAMES P, SANDERS,
M. W. Graud slre,

The charitable organization which thns
returng to the Almighty thanks for the favor
and blessings which He has vouchsafed unto
them, was organized in the year 1820, in the
¢ity of Baltimore, by the late Past Grand Sire
Thomas Wildey, who had been connected with
thie Manchestor Unity of England, previouns to
his removal to this gountry. The Order in
uogland originated sbout the year 1812, and
under angpices that were none too favorable,
tieorge 1V wished a near relative to be ad-
witted into full connection with the Grand
Urient of Fresmasons, without being compelled
to pass through the preliminary initiations
and stages of membership, which would have
consumed severnl years of his time. The pro-
position was submitted by the Duke of Bussex,
at that time the M. W, Grand Master of the
Order, and emphatically rejected. Thereapon
George IV, who was a mewmber, withdrew from
the Order, declaring that he would establish
one of hig own which in time should rival in
numbers and influence the one which had
ghown him such little deference. This pro-
mise has been strikingly fulfilled; but, fortu-

and Buttonwood streets; and by the Rev.
James E. Wilson, pastor of the Blockley Bap-
tist Church, at the Asbury Methodist Episco-
pal Church, in West Philadelphia. At the |
{Flllt.‘i? lust ppmed, the services will be attended
oy Lodges Nos, 243, 508, 572, and 594, who
will first assemble at the Lodge Roows, at
Thirty-seventh and Market streets, at half-
past 7 o'clock.

THE BROTHERHOOD OF 0DD FELLOWSHIP.

A Discourse delivered on the Odd Fel-
low s’ National Thanksgiving, by the
Rev, Daniel Washburn, nt Trinity P,

various Lodges will be addressed by the Rev, |

B, Church,

In the Soulheast part of the olty, tho lodges
thut ueet at the haltin Thivd streel, below (er-
man, vonvened ta Trinity Charcel, whers Rov,
Imotel Washburn, M. W, P. Grand Master, b,
Invitation, conducled the services, A very efli-
clenl cholr sung, As an opening plece;—

How vast mast thelr advantage be,

How great their piessure prove,
Who live llke bretliren, aud cousent
In oitices of lovel

The morning dervice lncluded the elghth seloc-
tion from the Pealter and the Gloria 1o Excelsis,
ihe first seven versesof Isalah 430, the Te Deam,
frow the 22d to the 8lst verses of Aols xvil,
witn the Jubllate, pruyers, and specinl thankss
Elvings,
The 134th Psalom (within) was then sung, and
B part of StJolbo vill was Lhe Gospel, followed
by the 1505d by, * se joyful o God,'" &e,
The address by 1"ast Grand Master Washborn
Wik An nppropriuts review of Lthe oveasion, the
origin, chatacter aod work of the Ocder, Tak-
ing for his 1ext the following passage :—
v Sirs, ye are bretheen"—dAcets vik, 26,—nbe sald:—
Brothren:—Our first thought on thls great
oceasion of ussembllig In this houase for a spe-
cial thanksgiving to God, i of Him who hath
here recorded His name, and would have us
Kunow and love Him s our Father, Next, and
Inseparably blended Lherewlth, Is the recogul-
tlon of Him who as man, yet belug traly God,
when leachling us to recogolze *Our Father,"
Lids us tg lrmy to Him for thut perfect coming
of His rling presence among uod withiln us
which seoures Lo men the beatitndes of Heaven,
And this 1s the work of the 8pivit of truvh, and
e, nnd love, who alone can enable men Lo say,
“Futber,” as did the returned prodigal, with =
due sense of our own unworthiness, and of His
Joving eompassion In extending Lo us g kunow-

nately for the interests of its members and the
world at large, the new Order to which his
sction gave rise has never taken either his
rivate or public character as a model. The
anchester ['nity, at the present time, com-
prises within its jurisdiction over 3600 Lodges
and 250,000 wmembers.

As already stated, the first Lodge in this
country was organized by the lute Thomas
Wildey, at Baltimore, in the year 1820; and
a short time subsequent to that it obtained a
foothold in this State by the establishment in
Philadelphia of Pennsylvania Lodge, No. 1,
which was organized at the hotel of John
Upton. In 1523, the Grand Lodge of Penn-
gylvania was establighed, with Aaron Nichols
as the first Grand Master. From that day to
the pregent, the Order has been gradunlly and
rapidly spreading throughont the length and
breadth of the country, its wonderful progress
being mainly due to the untiring exertions of
the original fonnder.

* Acvording to the reports made to the Annual
Communication or Bession of the Grand Lodge
of the United BStates, held in Baltimore, in
BSeptember, 1866, the Grand Lodge of the State
of Pennsylvania numbered a membership of
61,798, while the Grand Kucampment of the
State had 5944 members. Bat so rapid has
been the progress of the Order within our
limite during the past year, that its member-
ship is now said to exceed 100,000, In and
around this city there are about one hunired
lodges and twenty-two encampments, with
about 25,000 members, and the amount of
good which they are doing, in a quiet and
unogtentations way, is not easily calenlated.

The spevial object of the Day of Thanksgiv-
ing, n8 set forth in the proclamation of the
M. W. Grand Sire, as given above, is o recog-
nition of the gracious manner in which the
Order was preseryed from disruption daring
the progress of the late civil war, The Order
of Odd Fellows wae, indeed, the only organiza-
tion of the kind in the country into which
dissension was not brought by the great
struggle between the two sections of the
country, During the whole course of the con-
flict, delegates to the Grand Lodge of the

United States were regularly elected by the

Grand Lodges of all the Southern States, and
such of themn attended the regular sessions of
the former as could sueccead in penetrating
the lines, At the first session of the Grand

Lodge at Baltimore, after the close of the war,

mpru&uutﬂlin-:i from every Urand Lodge in

the country were present, the organization of

0dd Fellowship being thug presarved intact.

The Thanksgiving Services this Moru-
ing

were of the most impressive and interesting

character, There was a large turn-ont of the

brethren of the Order, who wers all appropri-

ately dressed in dark olothes, with white
loves and the badge of membership.

Lodges Nog. 1, 2, 3, 4, 28, 20, 33, 4, 114,
127, 1456, 160, 256, 262, and 383 assembled at
half-past 9 o'clogk, in Room No. 1, at the
Bixth Strest Hall, and’ procesded In a body,
wnder the Murshalship of Brother John G,
Moxey, to Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church,
on Eighth street, above Raoe, to listen to the
digcourse of the Rev, Dr. Nadal, which we
give on our sixth page in fall,

_ ek Nos. 5, 6,13, 15, 43, 48, 01, 05, 155,
187, 188, 180, 268, and 294 met at the same
place, in Room No. 2 and under the Mar-
thl!iﬁp of Brother Andrew Sproul, pro-
oseded to Bt. Matthew's Latheran Church,
on New street, below Fourth, to par-
ticipate in the services comduoted by the
Rev, Edwin W, Hutter, D.D., whoge address
on this occasion we likewlse give bolow,

Lodges Nos. 18, 18, 21, 22, 104, 108, 110,
116, 201, 206, 224, 237, 200, and 405, met in
Rooms New. 3, 4, and 5, of the same build-
ing, and, ander the marghalghip of Brother
E. 8, Rowand, proceeded to Nazareth Methe-
dist KEpiscopal Churoh, on Thirteenth street,
below Vine, to participate in services con-

ledpe of His grace and goodpess, nnd o pre-
serving unbroken our organized Brothernond
throughout this bBroad Unlon, amid all the
periis und horrors ol a sharp, flerce, and bloody
aivil war,
Weare glad at the return of peaca Lo rapeat,
with our M. W, Grand Sive Sanders, that ** War,
withy 1t destructive 1ntluences, has not severed
the bhonds ol love,” And lu the words of our
K W, Grand Scoretary Ridgeley, "Asan Order
we owe lnrgely sccumuliated obligations to the
Supreme Dispepser of humwan events, not only
for ils integrdi preservation, but for continned
prosperity and splendid progress, for the unex- |
smpled strengtls of 18 national dnances, and
especlally for the herolsm whilceh has ut:uiu up-
hited and unfurled the bauner of “Peace on
enrth, goodswill towards men,”” Each of us, for |
these things “giving thanks o God, even the |
Father,” will feel It & blessed privilege to naite
with our brethren ot this favored occaslon, at
this Easter season, guthered, like ourselves, lo
countless sunctuarles over all this lately dis-
tracted counury, in singlng a hallelujah to Him
who, having risen from the gepuichre, breathes
His heaven-born peace upon previonsly scat-
tered disciples, |
Yes, bretinen, He who, from an origin as |
desplsed as Nazereth, called our Brotnerhood
into existence, knows Lhow to provide His own
Instrumentalities for making men to be of one
mind in one hounse, whom for a time and in an
evil hour, things *earthly, sensual, aud devil-
ish'" had so hopelessly divided. The God of |
lmm-e smiles on wus again through all these

Julted Siates, Wa Jjoin hands with brétaren
in them all, And together, triply linked, we
rise np in all these temples of God to cement
forever the bond of union which He has so
mercifully per,nel.nr\!-.-d through all the iate
sirife and nloodshed.
To whom, brethiren, do we owe it that the |
voice of Joy and thanisgiving 18 this day heard |
through all our borders? Whose arm brought
us saivation ? To whom do we owe It that we
are Lhls day s nation, free, reunited, nttracting
Lo our resources the streamiog myriads of other
lands, o happy people, more powerful than ever
before ?

To Him, doubtiess, from whom has emanated
to us the tuth of human brotherhood, ‘Lhat
truth, however imperfectly realized by us,
underlles and vitalizes all our institutions. Let
us stand up then, brothers, and sing our filial
anthem, Children of the Highest!

Father, lo thee my soul 1 11,
On thee my bope depends:
Lonvinted that every proper gif
From thee alyue descends,

Mercy and grace are thine slope,
Aud power and wisdom too;

Witholt the Bpirit of Lty Son
We nothlug guod can do,

Thot all otr works in us hast wrought
Cur good s all divipe:

The prame of every Loly thought
Aud righteous doed 18 thine.

From Wheo, through Jesus, wo roceive
. ’I'h;' ]ruw“‘v_r on Gl ‘lu onll
n wiom e are, und V2 i 3
Our God s all “”'mm;_ angdLiym
ut'.'\lli_ having l:IIl“llc-li wkilh pecnliar effect, amid

18 disconrse, 1o the above by 1 ok
T SRS, Ymn, the spoaker

Now, brethren, 1 suppose yon have all heard
of people who werda nsoamed of thelr relations
Perhaps 1. I8 o weakness to which olrenme
slances may render all more or less llable.  Huot
there is Opne who “hinth made of one biond ail
halions of men for Lo dwell on all the face of the
enrth”—who, when He took on Him our
nature, did so that He might show that He was
Ot astamed 1o cill us all HMis brethren.

Well, I nm not golng to detaln you on such i
day as thiz with long disoussion.” But I enan-
Cliile a principle Aud trae prineiples, like thut
of personal freedom in onr Government, some
WAy or oiher, when organized, wWork thome
selves lulo power,
11'{{:1":-' _[lli!.u-l;}lu which we have speclally organ-
b -unt: -;lllu‘ Of humnn brotherhood, the hearing
oM. ll l}herp burdens, without whioh be
g\_n:;,. i LW of Christinnity remalng aofolfilled,
e w'i{llt’ l:"\'mmgi\:’:nutmﬂ manlind by whom
10 tench the Jouw. m".m' indepd, may be made

nelghbao
the loser, Ko rmlyl.mmm“ i, and nelthor be

Dsen people learna to go
uuﬂ dall‘i}:.uwluo: all shall llx:lpmlve .ﬁ?ulln‘m::h%r
and pralse the Lord, 1t is oneof the (noentives
w well-doing, tuat unlanked-for
cheer the wuly. The u&cﬁ;im
Siry was not anticipa by us 3
It was enough thay the éuru"ér'i,’l.‘:'ﬁ'.-ﬁ'ﬂ.‘?&
tlon nended 0 be done, and ours was the
opportumity and sbllity to'engage in gnd prose-
ocute 6. The joy of servip ‘t‘.gu cause of nn-
tional undon comes 1o as an fnoldnnuu reward
of encourngement. We knew thy
uniting lndiyiduals In bonds of jm ving fel-
lowshipand kel pluluess, but wyrs ly oon -
sclous how much tho nationug l’ulluwnuli nnd
unity would gain from our humbie Inbors, Let
U , for & momnent, thon, 8t s unpreten-
Uous origin and progress of the Order which
stands up s0 strong te-day, rejolclng in i
marvellous capabilities for good.

Y¥he h was then briefly skelehed apg

plensures
Joy of this annivaers

duoted the Rev.T. A. Fernley. The dis-
sourse delivered ia ried below.
Lodges Mos. 41, Do, 89, 98, 113, 126,133,

the presont wtatistices, Thers Are aboul 2000
Lodgw and Encawpsaents, with 190,000 mom-

l conveys Lhe loen of almsgiving, ete,

the last year some 2700 widowed
famillos snd 20,000 slok or disabled Brotliers
waore relleved. 'f‘l:a_ expendliure was $550, 18779,
It may thus be seen At A giance what an agenc
thﬂl i5—n power for benefloonce how great! It
matters not how lowly its birth, As the Jews
exclnimed with surprise at the manna which
fell from heaven, “Whntls 1L?" soan intelligent
generation Ia Inguiring concerning an organiza-
tion 8o effeetive for the reliet of our suffering
fellow-baings, “What 18 117" But, any some, 1t
1% o seoret soclety—It 1s full of mystery! Yes,
its grent practionl seoret Is by association to
unite men in providing menns for thelr mutual
rellef In tHmes of tholr grentest nesd or distreas,
Hero 18 the secrel of our succoss, the mystery ot
our growih,

By systematio regulations a weekly contriba-
tion, which every laborer can easlly command,
4 gaved and Inld up In store; snd behold the
result! Thnu?ll only planted like a graln of
mustard seed in Ameriean soll on the th of
April, 1810, our institution is thisday & mighty
trec, which apreads its roots Into all the States
of this vast republic, nnd 1ts branches ¢over the
land—a tree of life, whose evorsripening fruit
for human support nod human comfort 1s

lneked by brotherly hands dally for the disa-
[:lml,tnu worn, and the downeast, as they lny
gtrewn In sickness or on dylng beds—yen, the
wine of ils nurture chieers even Lhe baresved
and sorrowing ohes whose guardian is gono,

We meet to-day Lo express our thauks that
this goodly tree has outlived the desolntions of
war, unaghattered by the storm that so fleroely
swept over us. We spenk snloud onr thanks to
Him whose band has shielded It, and whnose
blessing Is glving us tokens of {8 yel more
pnbondant growth and fraltfulness,

The exerclses concluded with Paalm 118 and
the benediction,

The church was fillad to 118 utmost capacity,
and all present will long remember the grate-
ful joy of this celebration of the forty-seventh
aunulversnry of this bensvolent Order,

PRE-EMINENCE OF CHARITY.

—

A Dilscourse delivered on the Odd Fel-
lows' National Thanksgiving, by the
Hev., T. A, Feruley, at the Naznreth M.
j DN Cp urch,

“ Now abideth faith, hope, eharity, these three,
Uue the greatest of these ds charity,"—1 Cor, xiil, L5

The spenker’s exordinm was a carefally pre-
pared exhibltion of the clreumstances nnd con-
uections of the text,

Nationnl and miraculouns gifts hnave been
greatly overvalued, and been the prolific cnuse
of divisions and heart=burnings in the early
Churehs To antidote or correct these, the
ingpired Apostle proceeds to point oul & more
vexcellent way,"” and to show tho vast superi.
orily of eharily over knowledge, teaching mar.
tyrdom, faith, hope and every other Christian

bera, Durin

Brice,

This is the crowning grace of humanity, the
royal purple degreo of grace, the keystone to
virtue's arch, and the finisiing link to religion's
golden ehaln,

The reverend gentleman then proceeded to
define Lhe term Charity,

This s confessedly n bad transintion made by
Wicklitte, who, tollowing the vulgnte (Maritas,
glves us “eharity,” and In this he Is followed
Dy Lhe authorized translstion. This merely
Modern
trapelators and commentators agree that the
word Charftas ean be ounly properly expressed
by the word love, It Is & fail recognition of
the paternily of God and the frafernity of man,
grmnpuug the heart wpeward towards the

‘uther of all, and owfward towards unlversal
man, Love is Lhe falliiling of the law which (s
called the Golden Hule: “Dounto others as ve
would that they should do unto you,” Without
this everything, however baptized or ealled, 15
nothing but scunding brass or tinkling c?-m.
bals, This love as a principle will manifest
ieelfl whenever and wherever it exists,

As the self-loving or unloving and avariclons
mun % known by his groveiling, mean, or
sordid Jeok and gpirit, or as the lcentious nnd
sensunl man Is manifested In the earthly or
anlmal nature always predominant, so the
hieart of love sheds n tone and coloring over the
man wherever he lives or moves.

The Christian Churech has not always manl-
fested thig Jove afler which the worlu I8 con-
stantly enlling, “Give ! give " and assoclations
iiul\-e been ralsed up to belp make up the de-
ficlency.

'.l'l‘lli!}ll“’e confemplates all men as proper oldects
of esteem, because they belong (o the human

Jamily.

To deny any man Lhe consideration doe o
member of thesnme family with ourseives is to
deny our own humanily. Is he a man? This,
per a¢, gives him a clalm upon me, I he bammy
Grother, 1 must bave such affection for him as
prompts me to desire his huppiness, and sevk
to ndvance his interesis,

Teach me to feel for others' woes,
To hide the nall I sew

That wercy 1 o otiers show,
Thnt mercy show to me,

Heod beautifully laments the want of this

Dlessed sympathyi—
Alas! for \he rarity
OF Uhristlan churity
Upder the san!
Oh! it was pliil
Neuwr o whole elty full,
Home she had nobe!

Love ipcludes benevolent sympathy with
miun as a fellow-helr to misery, trouble, aud
death,

1.fe is like a kaleldescope; Its figures are ever
chapgipg, « * * That poor beggar is some-
body's son; might have been your brother; or
yourself, but for the grace of God. That poor
frail creature, too often the vietim of heart
preaking deception by some worse than heart-
less manp, may be thy daughter or sister, L{w?_
18 cmnoipotent. A lady in the “Queen City
rusbed out at the peril of her llie tosaven
cbild from being run over by a fractions horse,
Hie grorped the ehlld; it was saved (rom deatn,
T he Wysinnders pressed aronnd, and Inguired
auxlously, *Is that your obild, Madawm 2 “Oh,
no! but it is some oluer mother's,”

The lnte war, amldst 118 blood and ecarnnge,
bas presented to you, my Brothren, many speci-
mens of this cardinal {m.rl. of your Order, Love
& manifested suill further by ao intense desire
for the well-belng of all men. It brin men
together in benevolent assoclutions and makes
them study each others' good, rememberitg
that “no man lveth o himself alone,” But
while all are to put thelr trust ln God, all are Lo
seck the good of each other, ;

Love in 1ts outgoings, is two-fold, First, it Is
kind. Thisis its breath, Its language and spirit,
mild, gentle, and benign; but how the world
nesds perfection of this essentinl element of
love! Becond, It is lopg suffering, The Inspired
apostle 1s careful to say, *it salfors long—not
soon tred,” making allownnce for trall human
nature, Third, It is honest and nnsusplelous—
not disposed Lo suspect others while )t is pare
itself, The history of the world goes Lo show
that he that has  the most faults has
alweys been ready to throw the first
stone, This Jove s Intimatly blended
with lhe three great  laws of Odd
Fellowship, “Friendship,” growing oot of
“Love,” based upon “Trath,” Theseo grand
pillars support the fabrie of your Order; but I
cannol pass from Lthe contemplation of this
brignt-winged angel of love until your thoughts
are directed to certaln priuciples which are
aptagonistic to love, and should be avalded, ns

wisonous to the Urder, by every good Odd

‘ellow. :

Love 1s not pufled up; I8 not proud: vaunteth
not iteell: Is not selfish, Pride and selfishness
should not enter (hesacred porials of Odd Fel-
lowsnlp, or be allowed to take o sont in the
mystle circle, They Isolate man from ll1.=
brother, make him the centro and clroumferance
of nis Mfe. They are the rankest and vilest
weeds that grow on éarili; Lhe most malevolent
and withering feelings that now blight nnd
wither the humman beart, and nnman and gurse
the immortal soul

Charity seekoth not her own; is not prejus
dleed; thinketh not evil without a cansy is
gentle to hear and kindly to jndge, The wank
of this eharity is seen, The sesd of Lod plentiful
# hinrvest has resulted o heart-burning, souls
bitlerness, family Jurs, and sepiarations, t.'l1l.l“'1l_
divisions; nnd hik crushed hope—the free How
of heavenly charily that else wonld lopg ago
bave enclreled the globe with a Zion of Divins
light. The pre-eminence of oharity, or love,
ranks higher than knowledge, higher than
faith, Mgher than hope, bigher than sll other
woral clemenis in the worla,  Without this
they are nothing, 'Pbis, the pulse of true man®
hood, the heart of truth, the crowning grace of
Oadd Frellowsnip,

The absence of love s fatal to every elalm to
be a Ohristinn, The speaker Llusirated tnis by
aliluding to the pature of God, “God s love.
The great Fathoer of us all bas pure, unmized,
changeless, gnd eternnl love, ‘I'ho worksof His
creative hand and the revelalion of His grace
all alike, in unmistakable language, proclalm,
“God is bove ! His providence proy ..uu‘ for
all, sustaining all, decluring His paternal love.

est gife of HisBon Jewus Christ is a mani-
festation love Lo our lost, rulned world Ln
darkneas and in chains, The Divine union of
God with man o the Inoar its solu-

nation N
t in “God loved the world that Ha
Ko His oy Kos, that Whoseever Delieveth i

| Whether spoken by

Him should not purish g
“"He that d\‘l'h“l?ﬂl ln'ﬁ;ﬁ:?::l?;ﬂﬁ:lillg‘(f.”
Love ls to the Clirlgtinn what a coronst isto the
:3:":‘;." orown o Lhe monarch; bis badge, his

Love nnites heart with heart -
fol harmony and kindred It: - "»"“sm

fotlon, Uharity
18 the bond of perfesinges, W love one anothor
Is & divine command,
Oh, aweet It Is aver life"
Th fellowahiD (o move.® M Waves,
THumined by unelooded i e,
And one in friendsbip, truth and love,

This love Is greatest booause It bind -
tinent of heaven and the nouunnu{a 3'3"9?3-?..
together, It s the great bond of the unlverse
the centripetal power which binds beings to-

etber In blissful unlon, Apgels nnd men meot
n companjonsbip, The great eable of love hag
peen lald, by the God of all, from the shores of
Lme to the land of glory, and angels have bae
come ministering spirits 1o men, The spirits
of love, on thelr snow-whnite wings, are often |
bereo in the scenes of earthly sorrow, dolng as
every truoe Odd Fellow drm—vmlt.lns the slok
andg relleving the distressed,

How soltily on the drenmers hend
They I8y thelr soft and bulimy hand,
Omasmlieé, then In a moment fed,
And thiey mell awny in happier land,

Tove will gladden the sarth In her future
apoonlypse of bliss, Much misery has existed
and stil) continues to exist, “*Man's intumnn-
ity to man makes countless miilions mourn ("
But let us cheer up,

There Is n good time co
Thers N Kool :u‘;:.-[ﬂf:ﬁi:?"m'
We may vol live to see the day,
But earthahnll 1|Illtll In the ray
O the good time coming,
Cannon-balls may ald the truth,
But thought’s n wenpon stronger:
We'll win our buttle by it sid—
Walt & litthe longer,

Though divislons and strifes and wars yet
continue when the might makes the right; yel
sfor o' thet and &' that, itscoming yet fora’ that,
thut man to man, the world o'er, shall brothers
be, lor &' that,”

Love Is torule the world. Knowledge shall
be inerensed, Peaco shall etivse every spear to
become & ploughshare, and every sword o
pruning houk, Divine glory shall cover the
earth, and love sball be euthroned o every
heart, Then shall be realized the angel’s song—
“ilory 1o God in the highest, on earth pepce
and good-wiil to men," The law of the world
shall be the law of love., Love Is of oternal
durition and continuancve, Names, cresds, dos
nominational distinetions, shall mell away s
the knows of winter, In the presence of the
bright sun oflove. The spark will then become
a flume, and the drop s mighty stream,

You are observing, my Brethren, your flrst
pational thanksgiviong 1o Almighty God., No
order of men has recelved grenter marks of
Divine lavor thin the “Independent Order of
Odd Fellows,” When the dark cloud of war
burst upon our beloved country, and its flag
was lpsulted, your Lodges were among Lthe first
to rush 10 Lthe rescue, and your Order poured out
thousunds of loyal, patrioue men who bid faves
well to their bretiiren and famllies, aund wont
awnay never Lo return, Thelr nomes are recordesd
upon your roll of honor, nnd the nation, freo
and eale, sheds bher tears over thelr graves,

Y our bearts nre bouod together in Friendship,
Love, nud Truth, even of thie soul of Jonuthin
wis to David, and “Jonutlhoan loved him as nis
own sonl.” Tuls 18 no mere theory, fur fucts
speak volnmes,

For twenty-two vears 1 have been personally
aequainted with the practical workings of youar
Oruer. 1 huwil you ns the right wing ol Lhe army
thal is secking 10 lmprove and elevate man, to
jmbue bim with proper conceptions of his capae
bilitles for good, and establishing In the heart
of man the Bupn-muvf ollove, Warugalnsusin
in all its forms, "rl(-m!.-ehip towards man
prompls you to the contest, The giantintlu-
ence of Jove ls the best weapon. Trioth couse-
erates the effort, nnd leads you to o cerinln and
glorlous vietory.

In this Siate you have four hundred and
geventy lodges In connection with your Order,
In these there nare enrolled, under the bauuer of
“Eriendship, Love, and Truth™ nearly 60,000
mewmbers, nnd comanded *To visie the siek
and relleve the distiessed, bury the demd and
educate the orphinn,” There have been relleved,
during the past year, no less thao five thousaud
nine hundred and efghty attheled breéthren, In
five hundred and twenty-three cases the Odd
Fellow has been present o bury the dead, and
comfart the distressed, who olberwise would,
pernaps, hnve hnd vo earthly friend, You have
relieved six huodred aod gve familes fu want.
Why dwell upon thes: good deeds, done, | trust,
for the gake of Him who sald uuto you wod e
—"Go ntout dolng good 27

0ud Fellowship exixis on the principle of
love, and I hall yon, therelore, s workers with
God, Put your trust 1o Him alone, Let yoar
Hyes and conduct be consecruted to humanity
for Chirists seke,. Go visgit the slek, go relleve
the distressed, go bury the dead, go «docale the
orphan, go glowing with fervor; love withardor,
wiim with kindred sympathy, and breathe
an unbroken harmony, Lol our nolied eftorts
be to tralernize e world, May love Kilodle
your camp-fires; may rlendship cheer your
sentinels; may truth guide you in the path of
duty nntil we come to Lhe Grand Lodge of the
sk lvs,

THE MERCIES OF GOD.

—_———

A Discourse om the Odd Fellows' Na-
tional Thanksgiving, Dellvervd by the
Rev, Edwin W, Hutter, D. D,, at St.
Matthew's Lutheran Church,.

Fourteen Lodges met in this church., There
were, nlso, 8 lurge number of Lthe staled congre-
gation, besides & concourse of strangers ln at-
tendunce, The choir discoursed excellent
music, and the services throughoat were highly
Interesting, We present o synopsis of tho dis-
course, wbich was n}mn the foliowing text:—

“Comsider how great things God hath done jor
youw.”—1 Bamuel xil, 24,

Among the most solemn utterances of earth,
sald the preacher, are words of farewell.
a dying pareat to his
children, or by a departing pastor to his flock,
or by the tlastrious bead of a patlon about Lo
relinguish his high office, no words are more
impressive, or loger longer in the memory.
These are, besides, always honest, slocere
words—words of truth and soberness, because
then there 18 Do room or mative tor disslinula-
ton or disguise, Such are the words guoted nas
@ text on the oceaslon of this Natlonal Thanks.
glving of the Order of Odd Fellows throughout
the United States,

The words constitute part of the glowlng and
eloguent valedictory of tbhe Prophet Samuel to
the children of Israel on the occaslon of thelr
clamorous dewnnd for the avolition of thelr
theacratical form of government, and [or the
substitution of the earthly regul system in
vogue smong the sarrounding nations, Fiod-
Ing them inexorable in their demands, Samuel
accedes 1o to their wishes, and exhorts them Lo
“fear the Lord and serve him in trath, with all
tnelr heart,” basiog the exhortation mainly on
e very principle which uanderlies phess
solemn  observances of Thapksgiviog, vie,
thatof gratitude (o Almighty God for Hisim-
mensurable beneflts and  biessings, and the
suliable rendition of thanks: “tor,"” says he,
“consider how great thipgs God bath done jor
you."

Adopling the Prophet's exhortation, as the
basie of our meditations, we enter upon i re-
view of the great thlogs God has done (or us as
a people, and for you, Udd Foeliows, as n soolal
and henevolent Order, not engsglug, however,
Lo furnish any minute or specific detalls, as the
fleld would bis allogether oo vast, nnd the time
oo shiorl,

Manifold and distingulshed bave been our
benefits and blessings, 1 we refleol Inwardly
upon ourselves, we discover that the Divine
goodness ocouples und penetrates Lhe very root
und eentre ol our being, Oor bodies, fearfully
and wonderfolly muade, bave becn Kindly pre.
served from “Tuoving accldents by flald and |
flood,” Ourdivers senkes, meultics, and powers
Indicate, Dot retrogression, bul progress and
development, They Linve not declined into 4
dwarlish and Lilliputinn effeminney, bat thelr
stock of wisdom and store of knowledge have
senelbly lnerensed,

Thanksgiving, like charity, must begin at
pome, in the family, To whisclrele of Interests
and endearments uil others are subsidiary, Of
all our epjoyments this is the grand centre,
Frult and grain, wool and flax, root and seed,
derive thelr value hence, The plough does not
gerve the fleld, but (he coumer; and plough aud
spoylhe and slokle are the mmily's uubaol;‘vleul.
jpstruments, The echo of the woolman's axe
speaks 1ot of toil alone, but of the affection of
him who wields it for those af lome, Here the
streams of the heary sollect and overflow,

Our religlous privileges are still enjoyed in
greatest amplitude u;'fl perfection, he tolls
of the week are still relleved by the dellghis of
the Sabbath,  Our eyes still see our leachers,
and our ears still hear the Joyful sound, The
elreling mobths have still seen the banners of
King Immanuel carried forwiard, snd muoitl-
tudes profess Lo have been subdued to the

obedisnce of the Gospel. The

and the salvation of onr God iasiill our wall
of defense and bulwark of strongth,

Among our manifold public blessings WwWo
must include our matchless form of govern=
ment, dearer 1o usinow Lthan over, becanso pro-
served In s baptism of blood and A martyrdoi
of fire, Our educational facllities wers nuw{
before wo great, Colleges, umlnnnuuun;
neademies spring up As by magio, and oy l’l.ﬂ .
rablo system o’wmmon snhools In affording
the means of mental and moral improvement
to the ohildren of the humblest and poorest in
the land, Our lterary ndnm%zu woere MVI'"'
before so many, Norso varied, kAL was 1t 1-.""
dnysof King lomon, ko 1t In s~ :.]f the
making of many books there 18 no end,” Oar
olieap and well-gonducted newapapers BorVe o
enlighten and improve the musses, ans
press constitutes s most polent auxiliary Lo the
moulding and refining wer of the pulpit,
Thomns JeMerson said, 1f the alleruniive were
submitted to him of dolog withoul a r""‘"“'
ment or withnut newspapers, ho would prefer
to dispense with the governmeut, The news-
papers would soon reconstruct the government,
but government could nol SLArl n8Wspapers.
These are the fulernm of Archimedes, with a
piace to rest on, capable of moving the world,

Your Order of Odd Fel'ows, especially, has
abundant reavon for indulging In  grateful
aseriptions of l»mlse o the Autuor of rtl
erented good, Durlnpg the years of the Rebel-
liom, its harmony, North and Bonth, remuingd
npdistarbed, and no sooner hnd the sword been
sheathed, und the shrill elarion of war had
consed throughout our consts, than yon wers
the first to meet In harmonious council, and
interchange fraternal greelpgs, MHased on
principles of purest philanthropy, the object
of your Order Ig to lmitnte the exnmpla
of the Dlessed Jesus, In olng about
dolng pgood. By some It 1k made an
otjection to younr Order, that all  the
sutlering, want, destitution, and wretchedness
that aMict mankiod should be relieved by the
Chureh. S0 it ought fo be; a8 the Charch Is
of Divine origin, the planting of the Lond, But
if she falls to rise Lo the full stature of her
obligations and opportunities, her defanltiog
membership has no warrant to complaln (f
othiers do the work that Is Incambent on her,
Buthe that ls not against ns 1s with us, nnd for
vse, Therellef of the destitate, the sorrowing,
and the oppressed 18 still alwinys the work ol
Chrlst, whose mission on the earth It was to
benefit and bless the weary and heavy-laden,
both for the llfe that now 1s and for that whioh
1% to come, The Christian, hence hos to garland
God's altars with trophies of kindoess, Nou
crecdsandeatechismes, statute pralse and salntly
Encellpgs, are the true glory of the Chiureli—
but slnners recinlmed, widows nnd fathicrless
relleved, the discopsolnte muake glad, and
avariee congquered by sweet nnd genile specaly,

Henefits accepted bind the recolver.  Unio
whom much Is glven of him muoeh I8 required,
Churity 1s ke a elrele In the water, Tt radintas
from thecentre, and at the centre I8 the gregtest
sgltation, But IL 18 diMusive, and from Lthe
cuntre It sprends nntll it 1s Jost In the theatre of
| il own expansion., A benevolent lady onoe
| asked the eeeentrig Johin Randolph, of Rosuolke,
for a contribution 1o assist the Greeks, thea
struggling for treedom. “Madum," sald he, “the
Greelis are gt your door,” Bo with all sym-
miby and charily. It must begls at home, but
rom hepee it is 1o goout Inasiredm of saivas
Lion to s perishing world.

As eltizens and Christlans, too, we shonld
seducusly cultivate the virtues which nre the
foundation of all true bappiness, publie and
private. We have olher enemlies 10 fear bLos
sided armiles with banners, They arve lagary,
Idleness, venality, corraption, Thers s o way
In which we all ean act the part of public bene-
fiuclors. Let each, in hisown alloted sphere,
perforim a worthy sna honorable part, do all
the jood he can, and labor snd pray for the
advent of the relgn of Christ’s own perfeet
hollness, justice, aud truth,

—_— e -

BROTHERLY LABORS.

| —— e
A Discourse Dellvered on the Odd Fel-
lows' Natlomnsl Thanksgiving, by the
Rev, John Chambers, at the Spring
Goarden Daptist Church,

Mr. Chambers, after readiog the 10Gd Paalm,
sald:—=The Independent Oraer of Odd Fellows
bave set apirt this doy throovghout our whole
land ns o day of Thadksglving--a Lthuolks-
glving Lo Lhe infinite Ruler of the world tor His
benctits to them and to our country,

In order that wemay unlte with them in
worship and service, we Dave gathered together
iy morniong o this house of prayer, and
assurudly we have great eause for geatliade, as
well us lor mourning, lamentation, and sorrow!
nnd 1his Order of gentlemen ought Lo be most
thankful to the infinlte God, not only that He
bag Been good Lo you, but that He bas allowed
yvou to be so good to others, Let us then anite
our Learts in thanksgiving to the infinite God
for uil that He has done for you, and to you,
aud by you*

He then offered an limpressive proyer, exhorts
ing God to bless the Urder and luerease s
members and instrumentalities of benevo-
lence,

As atext Mr,.Chambers read the 1354 Psalm,
beginping:—

“Rehold Ao good and how pleasant i g for
brethren to du c.'?' together {n unity,”

He then spoke ps follows:—

1 find mysell this morning, beloved, In a
novel, If not awkward, position. I am in the
preseiice of & band of brethren, of whose orgn-
wizution, and institution, and lnlernsl arraoge-
ments I kxnow nothing, but with whose opera-
tons and upobtrusive operations I am long
and tmmillarly acquainted,

It conld not be otherwise with a minister of
the Lord Jesus Christ, in o large and purul"nu
clty like this, intermingiing with my fellow-
belngs as I bavedone for many years., For forty
years have 1 lived In your miust; I have been
i the bouses of the poor and the rich, and in
multlindes of cases I have séen the foolprints
of the man of benevolence, and the mau of love,
and the man of truth. The éyes of the widow
und fatherless have oflen looked me in tue
fuce, and sald, “We are Indebted for these
comforts to the Order to which the hunspand
and Lthe fatber belonged:” and in Innumeranle
Ipstances, when the gquestion Wis asked ns Lo
what Order the bushunu was connected with,
the u*plly would be, *“IThe Independent Orller of
Odd Fellows,”

You have been in existance, to my certain
knowledge, forly years. 11emewmber well, whon
a young man, o the elty of Baltimore, when the
pavertisement first appeared o (he papers of
that elty that an fnstitution bearlng yoar name
wis lo be organlzed, 1 wasstruck wilth aston-
ishment, ke many others, at the novelly of
ihe name—-The Independent Order of Odd
Fellows,"

There was stirred up In the minds of not a
few @ very strong oppusition, I recollect, ay we
ure apt to allow feelings to arise ln our minds
withount thinking, without inquiry, without iu-
vestigation, It was entirely new, ol gourse, in
our couniry, It was brought, if l'am not mis-
taken, fIrom our fatherland to th!s couniry,

It originated, I belleve, In England, The
prejudice of the people was very strong, It was
vol until the course of conduct pursued by the
tnder wos seen that that prejudice seemed to
give way., Many of the strong feellngs of oppo-
sitlon 10 the Order grow out of the fact o Is
pecrecy—It was a secrel organization,

1 hat feeling also existed lowaids the nnolenu
nod honorable instiiution to whieh it has been
my bonor snd privilege to belong. FFor tfy
yenrs | have been loentifled with the Masonje
Urder, Ahisleeling existed agoalngt that prior
to your existence, and 1 need not say o yoo
whint an amount of feeling It produced at one
Ume o this country.

Put it was very soon ascerinined that while
you b your secrels they were your own—they
Wwore for your own advantage. They wera Lhe
guards of your Order to protect you from Im-
postors und evil influences of bad men, So fur
us the religlon or polities of the country welre
concerned, you had no seerets,

You asked npo wan bis politienl creed, yon
asked vot his religious falth, Itwas enough
for vou to kpow that he was a true moan; that
he deserved to raternlze with you, to share in
your joys aod 1o your sorrows; that be wus
wilting to go with you 10 the howme of sorrow
to apen his band to the needy, nnd  extant
rellef to thedostitote; thut he was willing to
argompany you to the bed of slekness nud the
couch of denth, und go wilth you to lay the mor-
tal remalns of your brothers quieMy in the
bome of the dend, It did not permit you to ssk
of him hig religlons ar politicenl ¢reed, Hoch an
organization would bedreadfulinsoountry like
ours, Apy orgnnization that would endeavor
1o interfore either with the religions or polisical
interests of the land would be necurse, I can
concelve of no greater cursa 1o this countr
than & secret political organization, There |y
nota man inthe lund who has s beart in his
bosom, that ought not with Indignation frown
down such a thiog If It attempted so 1l i
head in our country.

Your grund object was Lhat of benevolenoe; it
was “Friendship, Love, and Truth," These
were your gulding stars—ihe morning, noon,
und evening stars that gulded you in the dis.

m.?g.fu are 1 te us the wisdom snd powor
of d’od. m'ﬂ'l sull beantiful for situation,

and higher, they 1§ |
ml]-mogu ~ de:s. ve in the momories of th
‘rom a few you have inorensed -
mousnomber, It I am rightly lnlhrmwe:l?l:nt?:r
own Siate yon number thousands and tens of
thoukends, and I presume there is soarce
a townsbip in t(he Huate, nor & ward in th
The xrod Motk and the. Biod 1o Somisaedte and
¢ kind benelnoll
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, B

Ho far an my knowled
‘ obseryation gobs, thin has Hees p&"’:ﬁh:n:f
1 Hfl Pur:lﬁ::l by yon, 1i s purely a benevolent
i ;

Mr, Chumbers continued at
waos listened to with deep :“::lﬂ:'}!nﬂh, o

.

THANKFULNESS AND LOVE.

Extract from a lcrnon_bollvond This
Morning, by Rev. Willlam T, Hva, at

ihe First Preabyterian Chorch of Kene
slngtom,

The Church was decorated In no manner
whatever, At 10490 A, M, the buillding was well
filled by members of the following Lodges:—
Kensington, No [1; Jefferson, No. 19; Northern
Liberties, No, 17;: Chosen Frlanul, No, 100;
Heneosls Adelphon, No, 8: Purity, No, 82
Improvement, No, 3#4; under the uamlmlnhlfb
of Past Grand Samuel McCleman, of Chosen
Friende' Lodge, Nol00, A fnlr representation
of the wives and familles of the membery were
present,

After an_appropriate anthem by the chol
Rev, Wi, T, Eva delivered & suliable pﬂu;:'
and the followlng nddress, — 2

The theme of my nddress Lo-day I8, of course,
suggested by the occasion. Bul 1t finds Lis ox-
pression in Holy Writin these two brief pas-
sages:—1 Jobn iv, 6, “God is love ' and Col. 11
161 " He yo thenkiul.” P

Rrect yon, my brethren, membors o
Independent Ordér of Odd Fellows, on L I(e-ufyf»!:ﬁ
festnl duy of thanksgiving. 1 greel yon in the
name of the gread prineiplo upon which your
beloved Order is founded—fore, God Is love!
and on s lovudation and culef corner-slone

Jou bhave bullt the majestic and beautiful tem-
ple of your Order,

I grevt fu“' Lo, In viaw of the appropriata
and delightiul services io which you are this
dny enguged. Gratilnde swalls your henris to-
doy, nod thanksglvings rise from yoar lips. It
Is now neurly flly years—incking about two
only—sinee in this couutry, L the ity of Baltl-
more, your Qrder was flrst establisbed, It had
a smell beglnning, only four persons Lesldes
the venerabilel Thomns Wildey Bulnlnu Lhe firsg
Lodge., Buat how hias It grown In that period!
having gathered (o ltself, since then, nearly five
hundred thonsand members, And how muooh
Lps L accomplished in that time, In the proses
cution of 18 greal work of benevolenca and
mercy! How many hunw?* men bas It fed?
How many naked olothed! How many slek
ministered unto! How many weeplog widows
comforted ! Howmany orpban ehlldren blessod!

Bul you have, to-day, n special réason for
grutitude and thanksgiving, Through the
dnpgers and perils of the great civil strife
which has shaken our baloved réepublie to ita
very centre; whileh has deiuged her flelds wilh
Llood; fillea thousauds of gruves with her sons,
dead In feld nod hospltnd; desolated so large n
‘-: rtion of our conplry—und rent asunder the

wnds of 80 many associntions, both eivil and
eccleplustical—your Order lins passed safoly.

The cords of love by whieh, In North and
South, snd Eest and West, It s bouod
together, have not been taken, or even loo-
sencd, o bl to-day, like the triumphant and
united Kepublie, you arestill one, the banner
o Fellowship slill waving alaft over your Order
from Maine to Calliornla, from the keys of the
Gull to the shores of the North Pacliie; sndihe
wusic of charity swelllng in bilgh aud noble
anthems through every Oud Fellows' temple
anud lodge room in all the land?! And henoe,
especiully, your gratitude; hence your thanks-
givingto- liy; Lence the pratitude and thanks-
giving ri=iug in copeert ub this moment irom
vands of looking brethrenlassembled [ln every
town and village apd homlet thronghont the
lengih aud breadih ol the Iand,

Yot we must not, however, anticlpate, I
shall, in the progress of my address, advert to
these toples agaln. Ouly now, my brethren, I
would greot you in the Houseof God inthis

sl vicennd would joln my beart and volee with
yours inlis duties and exercises, "Ils o proper
wpd beconnipg service, A profitable and de-
Bebtiulone I trust [t mpy be: and that, us it
rerull, the cause of viriue and benevolence
muy begrontly furtbered and promoted la the
Iund und among men, is my sincere and hearty

anyer,

. Godislove! A brief but n:xnumllnn'lf‘ oompro-
bensive statement I8 this, toe conslderntion of
which I8 eminently proper on this oceasion,
The grenl foundution princlpls, thechlef corner-

stone of your Cuder, as I have just sald,
s love. Your moito glves i to uns
w8 the  central  wvirtwe, out of which

spring, and around which radlate, both friend-

shilp ind truth, In your chosen and expressive

sxmbol, 1L Is the middle lnk, jolned at each

end by another, dependent tor Lis slrength and

virtue upon it wholly. Uan there be any Iriend-

ship wiibout love? Can there by uny trath

witbout 1t? Aud soall your teachings, all your
| brotherhicod and bepevolencs, irecognize this

great prinelple and proceed fromn it ’
therefore, God 18 love! and belng such, He Is
your Lord, whom.,you to-day,_In this service,
conless and adore,and In the contemplation
of whose character o this aspect of i, you can
have s deep and absorbing interest.

But what does Lhe sintement mean? Asyou
perceive, i is somewhnal peculiar in its jorm,
and needs a word or two of explanation, The
word “love,” as ordinerily used, Is & noun
substantive, and stands for & quality, no atirls
bute, ap affection or passion well Rnowny Lo
us all, Aud the assertion that God 14 soch
guality, or atlribute, or affection, seeins i some-
| what stravge and amblguous thing, Observe,
| iU 1s ot sald tnat Gog I8 lavely, or henevolent,

using the adverb to goalify the statement whint
| Godt 18, BHut the assertion I8 positive amd em-

phatie that Gad 18 love. The word love, here,
| then, eannol be Intended to signify a quality or
attribute of te Deity, but is evidently pul for
| His whole moral pature or charncter, which 1s
| {ove, or goodness and benevoleneo in the general,

Now, there 18 a olugg of attributes which are
considered as maklog up whalever may be re-
gurded as the naturnl clinracter of God, For ex-
ample, His uully,limﬁtﬂrltuullly. His omnipo-
tence, His wisdom, His omnlpresence, His
éternity, But there s another class of atirl-
butes belonging Lo Him, as those which make
up His moral eharncier, and which, ns I think
it enn be made to appear, ure all included and
implied by the word love, as used in this de-
scription of Delty., Thess are hollness, trath,
mercy, and such like, And as theyare atiris
butes of which n moral qualily may be predis
cited, they together make up the moral chur-
acter of God, Lhe whole sum and substance of
which, according to the statement of Holy
Writ, is love,

Note then, my brethren, God is holy, God Is
true, God s merciinl, und taking these atirls
butes and periections with others together ns
{:umpubu.g goodness and benevolence, God is
Oove,

The holiness of the Divine Belug menns His
purity—His freedom from all sin and wrong.
Aud this every bellever lu Kovelalion will at
onee be rendy Lo wdmit is lntinite and perfool,
I'ne Bible declares Him to be “glorious la boll-
ness.” It represents the blessed angels as ever
belng before Him, erylog “Holy ! holy | holy | Is
the Lord God Almighty "' [ portrays Jehovah
Himself aseatling upon His people, saying, " Be
Ye holy, for I am holy!"” And pure a4 the
driven snow which has just fallen from heaven
upon the sommit of some lofiy nud fac-away
Alpine mounluwio, snd iofinitely boyond what
™ {\uulblu for mortals to concelve, is the
matehiess and resplendent bollness of the Lord

Jehovah !

The tuth of God Includes Iis veracily and
falihfuiness; His glsolute fresdom from all de«
¢eil and falserocod, und the sertainly with
which He fulfils and Lrings o pass every des
elaration which falls from His own lips, “God
I8 Lrue,” declures an sposile, “though every
wan were a iar ! The Psnlmist positively
and unequivoeslly asserts, “Tne truth of the
Lord endureth forever!”

Onn trot vine fuitiment Mii ?
unu::tarhnghlﬁmrvcnm'""." natare dle!
Truthi i the very broath ol love=
Fart ol His own lHImII.:T Bt Bea 1t O3k

But G I, too! Who doubts It? “His
tender mrlzlsinm'g?ﬁer all Hix works!" And
He Is doolared to be “The Lord God, merolral
Wl graolous, slow to ntllzﬂl;i.‘w!l plvhl:o.u. '3
merey, forgiving our gulley e un
sing ' OIBVIDE

O merey ! heavenly boon | swest attribute !
Thow gr 011 beat prefogaiive of power !

Justice I:a':t'-‘:unrd the throne, but jolued wiilh thee,
R'I 5001;- of ul:umam ?u maudnlmm

nd braves the atorm henesit

Think think uywnmomu ihe um:nu above
Disdain nol mercy, a2 Hisy mercy love,

If miercy ware nos lnlugl.d with the power,

This wresohed world d Bot sxlet A ot !

The reverend tleman continued st some

! ded as follows—
°ﬂ¥£iu‘3€.g§ brethren, is only & small

of r dulles, and then, growl
br. l?c; Al brighter, and asecnding Ligher

[ Comiimmed on the Fifth Pagy,)
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