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WEDNESDAY, Y4NUARY 23, 1799.

SECRETAR’Y'S REPORT,
Concluded from this day's Gasette.

ing the puniflimerit of piracy, he demanded
and received from the Minifter of Marine, a
tommiffion naming him the commander of a
* Privateer that d'ui8 notexift ; with which in
his pocket, he returned to London ; and
foon after carried the flip Hate and ber car-
g0 as a prige into France. ;
“The thip and'cargo were both claimed by
the American ownets ; and upon the un-
veiling of this infamotis proceeding before
the lower Tribunals, the judges hefitated ;
and finally refufed to fan@ion {6 unheard of
afraud ; though inftead of reftoring the pro=
perty to its lewful owners, they on forhe friv-
olous pretence-adjudged both fhip and cargo
to be good prize to the nation—Lately the
Tribunal in the laft refort, upon the appeal
of Haley, has reverfed the judgment of the
lower Court, and ¢ decreed the fhipand car-
go to be condemned as good prize to this
Renegado. ‘

¢« If a trafadtion more grofsly corrupt and

infamous has otcurred in the Weft-Indies—
I have not heard of it; and yet with this
~cafe- of unequalled infamy and corruption
before them, fanétioned by the higheft Tri-
bunals of the nation,:the Dire&tory expet
to amufe us with a difavowal of the condu&
of a tew fubaltern agents, in a remotepart of
their dominions ! ! 1

Befides the communications from Mr.
Gerry, I have received from Fulwar Skip-
with, Efq. conful General of the United
Stat& at Pails, three letters dated the 4th,
8thand 22d of Auguft, copies ¢f which and
of the papers therein referred to, are here-
with prefented, excepting the decree of July
3tft, which appears among the communica-
tions from Mr: Gerry,  Mr. Skipwith's let-
ter of Auguft 224 with its inclofures, was

. delivered to me by Doctor Logan ; T had pre-
vioufly received the original, which bad been
brought over by Mr: Woodward of Bofton.

Doctor Locan having been the bearer
of the 'laft mentioned communications from
the Fretich government, and his EMBAssY
having not only engaged the attention of the
public, but been made the fubject of.debate
in congrefs, Itruft it will notbe deemed im-
proper to introduce into this report {fome cir-
cumftances refpecting it.

On the 12th of November the Do&tor came
to me at Trenton—he advanced with eager-
nefs, and handed me the packet from Mr.
Shipwith. On examining its contents, I
told the Do&or that I already poffefled
the fame papers. I made fome remarks on
the decree of the Direftory of the 31ft of Ju-
ly, to fhew that it was' only oftenfible.and
Hllufory ; and that it would not give any re-
lief to the commerce of the United States.
The do&or, not contefting my argumentsor
opinion, faid that more was intended to be
done ; but that the Dire&ory could net ac-
complifh it of them{ lves ; fecing it depended
on thelaws which the Legiflative Councils a-
lone could change. Ianfiwered, that this was
eaf® to be done—that as the direftory, on the
18th Fru&idor [Sept. 4, 1797] bad garbled
the two councils ; and banifh:d fome and dif-
miffed others of the beft members--all who were
firmly oppofed to ‘their views, and as on the
new elections to fupply the vacancies and the
new third of the councils, the DireQory fent

home EVEry new member who was not agree- |

able to them—every body muft fee that the
Directory had but to declare its wil/"and it
would be obeyed. The do&or faid, That
the Dire&ory was very well difpofed towards

the United States, and defired a reconcilia-

tion ; that they would promote a revifion of
the laws in regard to privateering, fo as to
put the rights of neutral nations on a juft

footing : but that 1t would take fome time -

to bring thi: about, * tbe peaple concerned in
privateering baving gained a very great in-
- fluence in the two councils ! 1|
Is it neceffary to inquire how this ¥ very
great influence” has been obtained ! are/the
Jeading members owners of privateers ? Or
do they receive their fhares of prize-money
from thofe who are ? Do the legiflative coun-
cils really‘act independently of the directory?
Or does the fame ¢ influence” actuate both ?
—The printed difpatches of our envoys, un-
der the date of October 29, 1797, fiate, on
the information of Mr. Talleyrand’s private
agent X, that Merlin, one of the members,
and now orlate Prefident of the Diréctory,
was to receive nopart of the douceur demand-
ed of the envoys, because be was paid by the
owners of privateers, and in refpect to the
Zoan then demanded, on which fubject it was
Tuggefted that one of the envoys fhould go to
America to confult the government, the en-
afked Mr. X, if in the meantime the
. ory would order the’ American proper-
ty not yet pafled'into the hands of the priva-
teerfmen; to be reftored ? He faid explicitly
that they would not. The envoysafked him
whether they would fufpend further depreda-
tions on our commerce ! He faid they would

not :—but Mr- Talleyrand obferved that on.

* this fubject we could not fuftain much addi-
tional injury, becaufe the winter feafon was
approaching when few additional captures
could be made.” Here we fee our.envoys
inquiring—not whether the two councils

- would fufpend thofé depredations—but whe-
‘ther the Direct would do it : and Mr.
Talleyrand’s agent X, without intimating
that the Directory wamted power, or that
they could only “endeavor to provoke in the
legiflature, a revifion of their maritime laws”
—anfwered peremptorily, tbat tbe DIREC-
ToRY' would mx?mpm! the depredations-
The truth is, thatit was an act of the Di-
rectory alone (their decree of the 2d of N
1797) which authorifed and produced more
€xtenfive " depredations on the commerce of
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the United States than -any other decree or
law of the French repoblic. To effect a re-
peal of that decree, no application to tljs le-
giflative countils could be neceffaryl Tney
could alfo have fepealed sniother of their
own decrees, that of the 2d July 1796; Which
fubjected neutral property, and particularly
that of American citizens, to the difcretion
of their confuls and cruifers in the European.
{eas, as well as of their privateers and agents
in the Weft-Indies; and on which thefe a-
gents have founded other nuinerous decrees,
which hdve occafioned thofe fhocking depre-
dations afid abufes there and o the coaft of
the United States, which the directory by
their decree of the 31t of July bﬁ affect to
reftrain. ;
When the French DireGtory wifhed to

enlarge the ficld of depredations o neuttal

commerce, and on the 4th January; 1798,

propofed to the two councils, the project of

the 1niquitous law  to declare to be good

prize every veflel and her cargo, to whom-

soever belonging, if any part of the cargo

came from England or her pofleflions”~=

there wasa ready obedience. ¢ The direét-

ory think it urgent and neceflary t6 pafs the

law.” The plan of a decree is reported to

the Council of Five Hundred on the 11th;

and “ urgency” being declared; is im-

mediately and unanimoiifly adopted! It goes

to the Council of Anecients—that Council

approvesthe a& of “ urgericy” ; and on the

1 8th of January the projet of the Directory

becomes a law. :

This law was neceffary for the French

government 3 fo many American veffels’
had been entrapped by the Diretory’s de-

cree of March 2, 1797,.requiring the role
d'equipage, that the refidue were now gene-

rally provided with that paper : Some new

prétext was therefore requifite for ¢ fleecing”

the peopl of the United States of their pro-

perty ; and an ordinance of one of the kings

of France, made near acentury paft, having

declared lawful prize, the veffels aud. their

cargoes, in which were found Englih mer-

chandize “ belonging to. enemies,”’—the Di-

re&ory declare that the provifions of this or-

dinance ought to be extended, to comprehend
the veffels and cargoes of friends ; that is,
of allied and neutral nations.  The Direclo-
ry knew that the United States, whofe inha-
bitants were chiefly cultivators, required a
greater fupply of Englifh manufadtures than
any other neutral country of equal populati-
on ; and thofe manufa&ures too, were, from
the courfe of American commerce, combined
with almoft all our mercantile operations,
and pervaded entirely ouf great coafting
trade. Hence it is evident .that this law
was chiefly aimed at tbem.

It will be remembered alfo, that this law
was paflfed while our three envoys were at
Paris, where they had pafled three months
unheeded by the French government, except
by its indignities—and when they had in
vain folicited to be heard on the juft claims
of our citizens, plundered and ruined under
the former decrees of the republic. This time
was preferred, in order to add infult toinju-
ry.. The envoys had firmly refifted her de-
mands of loans and douceurs; and when
{peaking of their country, dared to intimate,
that it was independent ; it was therefore re-
quifite, on the French fyftem, to ¢ chaftife,”
as well as to ¢ fleece” it.

In clofing this fubje&, it will be proper
to notice an affertion of Mr. Talleyrand in
a converfation with the envoys on the 2d
March, 1798. In reply to fome obfervations
of his refpecting the proofs of friendfhip re-
quired by France from the United States,

ing in France was a proof of the friendly dif-
‘pofition of our government; and that while
they were there, the French government
had pafled a decree for feizing neutral vef-
{tls having on board any article ‘coming out
of England ; whichin its operation would
fubje& to capture all our property on the
‘ocean. Mr. Talleyrand replied, thar ‘this
was not particular to us, but was ¢ommon to
all neutral powers.” This affertion of Mr.
Talleyrand is not true. Although the decree
| in its terms is general, and applicable to all
the neutral powers, yet ‘in its operation, it
was not designed to be, and bas not been so

fia.  The motives to this exemption are ob-
vious : France wifhed not by irritating Pruf-
fia to add fo powerful a nation, and one fo
near at hand, to the number of her enemies,
while her peace with Auftria remained preca-
rious. But this exemption of Pruffian vef-
fels from the operation of a general law, me-
rits particular notice. It demonftrates that
there exifts in the French Republic a dispen-
sing power—a power above the laws—a pow-
er which can prevent their executien : and it
is alike demonftrable that this fovereign con-
trouling power can exift, and in fat does ex-
ift, in the Executive DireGtory. It might
then, if the Dire®ory defired it, be exercif-
ed in the exemption of American as wellas
Prussian veflels : But the Diretory do not
defire it : we have not yet been fufficiently
« fleeced” and  chaftifed.” ;
Mr. Skipwith’s letter of the 4th of Au-
guft inclofed the Decree of the Executive

July, refpe&ting French depredations in the

States.

ed by that illufory device, and’imagine that
it was intended to f{top abufes, and give fe-
curity to neutral commerce.

Mr, Skipwith's letter of the 22 of Auguft
covers another letter from Mr. Talleyrand,
dated the 20th of Auguft, in which he en-

clofed the copy of a Decree of the Dire&ory

Gen. Pinckney obferved, that the eavoys be- |

applied—it has not touched a veffel of Pruf-’

Diretory already noticed, paffed the g1t of

Weft Indies and on the coaftof the United
His letter of the 8th of Auguftin-
clofed Mr. Talleyrand’sletter to him of the

6th, ing thatdecree in which it is plain
that th minifter ﬁ:gofcd the world, and
particularly the United States, will be amuf-

clofes copies of two letters from the Minifter
of Marine refpeting American feamen who
had been imprifoneds Wtien i July laft an
embargo was laid on the American merchant
veflels in the ports of France, the dgents of
the Marifie tdok out their crewsand threw
them intbd prifon § thus hazarding the lofs of
the veffels, and injuring the tien by confine-
ment and the bad provifions of their jails.
Thefe feamen were ordered to be releafed.
The other l=tter from the Minifter of Marine
required that no injury fhould be done to the
fufety and liberty of the officersand crews of
Amngrican veflels found to be in order, nor to
pafléngers and other citizens of the United
States having paffports and I\irote&ion.s. .
The f{ame letter from Mr. Skipwith in-
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pifled the 16th of Auguft, for taking off
the Embargo, laid a month before on Ameri-
can veflzls.

The Decree itfelf occupies but two lines :
but its preamble is extended for the purpofs
of infulting the Governntent of the United
States,whenan atof common juftice was done
to fome of their citizens j by infinuating that
the Government was ‘ abandoned to the pai-
fions of the Britifh Cabinet.?* This, howe-
ver, is, but the repetition of a calumny fa-
miliar in Frerich diplomacy, refpeQing ether
nations as well as our own. Barras, Prefi-
dentof thé Dire@ory, in his valedittory ad-
drefs to Mr. Monroe, declared that ¢ France
would not abafe herfelf by calcnlating thecon-
fequences of the condefcenfion of the Amne-
rican givernment , to the fuggeftions of her
former tyrants” : profeffing at the fame time
great “efteem for the Ainerican pegple.” Mr.
Adet had before charged the American Gov-
ernment, with a ¢ per:ﬁdio_uscpr%fcenﬁon to
the Englith ;” and after making his laft com-
munications to the Government, he by their
immediate publication -under his orders, ap-
pealed from the Government to the People of
the United States. Yet Mr. Talleyrand
fays, that the French Government has indeed
complained of the American govrenthent;but
to the Givernment itself ;" meaning to have it
underftood, thoughcarefully avoiding the ex-
preflion, that it had complained to the Goo-
ernment alone.  With the like fophiftry he
attempts to evade our well founded allega-
tione, that the French Gévernment has made
reproachtul and injurious diftin&ionsbetween
the Gouernment and People of the United
States, endeavoring to separate the latterfrom
the former. He fays * it is utterly false,

uations which have been made in private
writings and in folemn ad&ts, that the French
government has ever fought to detach the
people of the United States from tbe Consti-
tution they bave given themselves.””. Sucha
charge - againft the French government has
not, that I know, ever béeit made by the
American government : but we have accufed
them, and ¢ruly, with endeavors to detach
the People of the United States from the
Government chofen by themfelves to admin-
ister that Conftitution : and this the minif-
ter does not attempt to deny, The DireQo-
ry would perhaps be contented that the Peo-
ple fhould retain the forms of ¢ the Con-
ftitution they have given themfelvesy” and to
which they are attached, provided they would
ele&t to adminifter it, men devoted to France
and ready to obey the intimations of her will.
And becaufe the Pégple have not been thus
obfequious, but have dared to make a differ-
ent Electiony—the French Government has
exprefled its «terrible” refentment. Mr.
Barlow has affured us, in the paffage already
cited from his letter, that for this fingle act
of the People of the United States,in exercif-
ing freely their right of eléction the Directory
pafled a decree ¢ which wasmeant tobelittle
thortof adeclaration of war ;” by whichit* was
determined to fleece the people of their proper-
ty +” certainly inexpectation that by touching
their feelings inthat * nerve,” they would be
induced, in order to save tbeir property, to
fubmit implicitly to the goverrment of
France. Failing in this attempt the French
government made another; in the decree of
the 18th of January, 1798, which, though
general in its terms, I have fhewn to have
been levelled directly agd ¢hiefly at the com-
merce , of the United States. . And this, at
the timey (as I have before réemarked) when
three envoys extaordinary = were waiting
month after month; and moft refpeQfully
foliciting” tobe heard, and to enter on the

tween the two countries; ‘and among thefe,
on the French dépredations on our com-
merce.  Yet Mr. Talleyrand has the confi-
dence toaffert, and to Mr. Gerry 'too; one’
of thofe envoys, that the French govern-
ment * never refufed and never will refufe
to enter into difcuflion uvpon evefy proper
fubject of difcnflion. Does the minifter mean
that those depredations are not “a proper
fubject of difcuflion?” Yes, with refpect
to a vaft proportion of them.
private agent, explicitly told our Envoys,
that the condemnations of veflels for want ¢
the role d’equipage were not to be queftioned ;
¢ thatbeing a point on which Merlin while
Minifter of Juftice had written a Treatife,
“and on which the Directory were decided.” .

It is fit here to recollect another and a
peremptory refufal of the French govern-
ment, “ to enter into difcuflion” upon the
fubject of difference between France and the
United States.

General  Pinckney, appointed a- Minifter

|

French Republic,'went to Paris in the autumn
of 1796. There wasat firft (as in the cafe
of the Envoys Extraordinaryin 1797)a fhew
of receiving him i but foon the fcene was
changed ; and he was not only refufed a hear-
ing, and after:

ordered to leave

.come mneceflary, allows to fubfift between

notwithftanding the public and private infin- |

difcuflion of all the fubje&s of difference be.

Mr: Yn his

Plenipotentiary of the United States'to the

ring a thoufand indignities,

O o5

e

of Mr. Tallejrand, Charles De La Croix, in
i letter to Mr. Monroe, intended to be cofti-
municated to General Pinckney, declated,
(being fpecially clg:tcd'to do fo by the Di-
rectory, and Mr. La Croix repeated the
declaration te General Pinckney’s Secretaty)
¢« That it will not acknowledge nor receive
another Minifter Plenipotentiary from the
Utlited States, until after the redrefs of the
grievances demanded of the Americin go-
vernment, and which the French Republic
has a right to expect from it.” T'6 this re-
folution we have feen the Directory adhere ;
and we have uilo feen, in the demands it
mads to our Envoys Extraordinary, as the
indispensible preliminariés to any negotia-
tion, what it meant by a  redrefs of griev-
ances,” prior to the reception of 2 Minifter
from America : it confifted in a douceur for
the pocket-of the Directors and Minifters—

of Dutch Securities, then worth but half
that {fum ; and in Loans as immeénfe and in-
definite as their depredations on our com-
mert;e.’ 4
The fame letter from the Fremeh misif-
ter De La Croix to Mr. Monroe, affords
another proof of the aim and endeavours
of the French Government to separate the
People from the Government of the United
States, In the fentence next following the
above quoted paflage, Mr. De La Croix
fays, « I pray you to be purfuaded, citizen
minifter, that this determination having be-

-

the French Republic and thé American
People the affetion founded upon former
benefits and reciprocal interefts.”

If I were to allow myfelf to make any
further refle@ions on the condu& of France
towards the United States, it would be to
illuftrate the truth of Mr. Barlow’s affer-
tion, That the French Gouernment determined
to yuEecE us.  If the French Government
« liftened (as Mr. Talleyrand fays it does)
to nothing but jaltice,” and really defired a
reconciliation, it ‘'would have propofed to
Az fome meafure of [atisfaion, for the inju- |
ries it faid ‘it had reccived. e cif
too proud to propofe to us, at leaft it would
"have prefcribed to itfelf, fome limit to re-
prifals : or at any rate, it would not bave
fpurned us from its prefence; when we rel-
peifully prefented ourfelves, fought a re-
conciliation, and offered to make ajuft fa-
tisfation for every injury we had commit-
ted. Andif (as Mr. Talleyrand) afferts
“ the French government has not cealed to
offer the exa& juftice it demands,” 1t would
alfo have permitted us to ftate our claims.
But it_would have been fo eafy to afcertain
all the damages we had done ;- and their
amount would have been fo {mall ; even if
we agreed to pay for all Erglith, Spanith
and Dutch veflels brought by French crui-
fers, into our ports, while all thofe nations
were at war with Ftance—a few of which
the juftice of the Federal conrts, in windi-

refcued from the hands of the French con-
{uls, Ageots and Privateer{men ; and if to
that amount we alfo added ten times the
value of the miferable corvette Le Caffius,
a veffel which had been unlawfully fitted
out for war in the United States, but which
bas been the burdea of every note from A-
~det’s in 1795, to De la Croix’s and Talley-
rand’s in 1796 and 1798, the amount of
the whole, it was known, would be fo
Jmall ; the French governme tdkr not choofe

ion of treaties, and all other fubjects of dif-
ference : Butin this alfo the French go-
vernment, upon its own {yflem, * would
have found a real difadvantage’® For it

Welt-Indies it would have been nearly an.
nihilated : for there, for every veflel taken

probably eaptured twenty belonging to the
Wnited States.  But the French government
by always abRaining from making fpecific

geive our minifters—Dby at length propofing

impradticable,—with the perfon who h.d

fufed to negotiate—and thus whully

In this way * it determined to fleece us ,”

bition . After a long feries of infults unre
fented, and a patient endurance of inju
aggravated in‘their nature and unexa
in their cxrent—that governgrent
our final fubmiffion to its will.

tainly increafed its refentment.

fire of reconeiliation, it

in the purchafe at par of thirty:two millions |-

cation of the sovereignty of the United States, |

to haveit afzertained : for then the injuries | . '° ; : | Knives :

dene by th{Frem_:h to the commerce 3{' the {3’::{“;;‘_ ?J::;’c:‘;:l:eg: B,‘;’:i:"c :'d other Pen-

Uhited States muft alfo have been examired | Lianenand Cotton pock{Knives and Forks,Butche

and adjnfled : and when adjufted, payment | ¢t Handkerchiefs ers Kaives

muft have been made or {tipulated : but ia i Pulicat and other ditto  [Scifl rs, Shears, Razors |

this, the French. government, doubtlefs g’}ﬁrdﬂ’ Bereds : fiwerp, borp, and oher. U8

: : s , purple and chintz| Combs

thought ¢ it would find enly a real difad- | = gy 1, . INeedles, Spe@acles, asnd

vantaze ;' the amount of its oy nds | Apron Checksy -3’“,’”._ . i

dedu@cd from thole of Ame uld | Calicoes and (  in {‘himbles, Curry Combs

hardly feem to have diminithed the latter. | jﬁfﬁi‘;’;' Truoks | &e. &e. o
Such a mutunal | adjufiment woud alfo’ Camblets, Calimancoes| N. B. A large affoft-

have been accompanied with a fettlement ‘Durants _|ment of Pear), Steeland . |
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all queftions and di'putesabout the conftrudt-

would have vaftly reduced the field for pri- |
vatéering in the European feas ; and inthe |

from the enemies of France, her cruifers have ¥

to negotiate in a mode wh'ch it knew tobe
no powers, and who therefore conftantly re-

| ding a negotiation—it has kept open the
ficld for complaints of wrengs and injuries,
in order, by leaving them undefined to fur-
nifh pretences for unlimited depredations.—

In this way it gratified its awarice and re |
venge—And it hoped alfo to fatiate its am- 1

ftance bas excited its furprize ; and as cer-
: With fome
foothing _ex;_:rcﬁiom. Jds heard the voice &*
wounded pride. - Warmly profefling its de- |

tude requiring implicit obedience;—cower-
ing, it renounces fome of its unfounded de-.
maands. But I hope wej fhall remembef
¢ that the Tyger crouches before he leaps
upon his prey.” . ° %
TIMOTHY PICKERING.
Department of State, By
January 18. 1799:

~An elegant Chariot,
With plated Harnefs,

For SALE at the Merchant’s Coffee Houfey

On Saturday next, =
at 10 o'clock.

- FOOTMAN & CO.

jan. 83 d4t

MADEIRA WINE |
; FOR SALE,

At the late dwelling.houfe of
s biee, Elg.

On Tucfday morning next,

precifely at 11 o’clock.

FOOTMAN & CO.

Approved endorfed nates, at 60 days, will

- be received in payment,

jan 23 ] dtTu
T SMUEL PARKER, e
BRASS anp BELL. FOUNDER,

: No. 137, MyLRERRY-STREET.
CON]’INUES to carry on the Brafs-foundery
Bufinefs as ufnal, where his former cuftomers
and the public may bé fupplied with castings for
machines to any pattern, riedder bracks, bolts, &e.
for fhips. :
It mey be proper te ddd, that, as it has beer re-
ported he had declined the bufinefs, 5. P. takes this
means of ieforming the public that he is makirg
arrangements to €arry it on still more extenfively,
hoping thereby to comply promptly with fuch or-
der-as he may have te exceute.
{7 Brius, of any fize, cast for churches and
other institutions; printess rules, &c,
_:jap. 23 eo3t

THE Creditors of Britzton and
Mafly, who obtained judgments agaioft
them at March te:m, 1798, or any preced-
ing term, are requefted to meet at William
Ogden’s tavern, in Chelnut ftreet, on
Thur{day evening next, the 24th inftant, on
bufinefs of importance. S

jan. 23 S >

WILL BE SOLD,
On Thurfday morning next. ar 10 o’clock, on
_the lot adyoining the City Tavern, be-
taween Second and Dock fireets,
A

Quantity of Lumber,
A Among which are
Doors and door-cafes
Window frames, thutters and fathes
Girders, fcantling and joyft
Rafters, collar beams and roofs
W alnfcetting, breaft work, boards,&c.
CONNELLY & Co. Auct'rs

Heory Zantzinger,
SURVIVING PARTNER OF THE HOUSE OF

- Keppele & Zantzinger,
Will difpofe of all their Stock in 7 rade, upon
moderate terms, confifting of the following

articles, in packages ant vpen,

" Bread and parrowCloths|Sewing Silks, Twift
Caflimeres, Swanfdowns|Ginghams B:ngal Stripes
Plains Beverrets Beaver Glovesand Bind«
Coatings, Elastic Cloths| ings
 Flannels, Swantkins - [Toleured - and Scotch
Baizes - Threads |
Ref: Blankets 5 in Bales.|Men’sand Women’sCot.
Striped do. Hofe
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