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in his letter of the 18th March to the B
voys, declared that treaty to be  the prin-

cipal grievance of the Republic.?” - But uow,
inftead' of breaking that treaty, France de-
{ites, to be put cu the fane footing. This
the United States would at any time have
done, and the Envoys were now gxplicitly -
{tructed todo ¢ and feven months before, all
the Envoys, in their converfation with Mr.
Bellaniy (Y) the confidential and authorized
agent'of the French minifter, told him ¢ that
he might be affured that their powers were
fuch as authorized them to place France on
equal ground with England, in any refpects
in whick an inequality might be fuppofed to
exift at prefent: between them, to the difad-
vantage of France.”

The Secretary alfo mentioned the claims of .

the American citizens on the French Repub-
lic : he faid if ‘the latter fhould be unable to
pay themy when adjufted, and the United
States would affume and pay them, France

would reimburfe the amount thereof. This.

has the femblance of candor : but on the ch
of March, when the Envoys were in confer-
ence with Mr. Talleyrand, and they difclof-
ed their principal inftruétions, * General

Pinckney and Mr. Gerry told him they wqr{
pofitively forbidden to' affume the debts to our

own citizens, even if we'were to pay the mo-
ney,  dire&ly to them.”
was, becaufe  the, propofition was already

" known to be inadmiflible that'it, WasnOW res -
e piewed, P e S R
el o LT Setretary and Mr. Gerty had alfo

‘"{ome un-important converfation about tha

Confular Convention. And it is plain that

the whole object of the Secretary’s vifit was
to amufe, by keeping alive Mr, Gerry’s hopes
of {ome pacific arrangements. . -
" On the 26th of May, Mr. Gerry had. a
conference with the minifter ; prefling on
this, as on former occafions, the .neeeflity of
fending a minifter to the United States, with
powers to negotiate ;5 to which, he fays, the
minifter acceded ; but afterwards explained
himfelf to mean a minifter to reside there
afier the ratification of the talked-of treaty.
Such are the proceedings of the French
government, by its minifter,. Mr.. Talley-
rand, before the arrival of the printed 'dif-
patches of the Envoys. We 'difcm"er no-
thing but a propofition for treating: with Mg
Gerry alone—which he had repeatedly declar-
ed to be impossible—and on terms which Mr
Gerry himfelf, as well as the other Envoyg,
had long before pronounced to be utterly in-
admiflible, becaufe direétly repugriant to their
inftru@ions.  We fhall now {ee, by-an™ex-
amination of Mr. Gerry’s {ubfequent com-

maunicdtions, thatthe publication of the En.

voy's difpatches, far from caufing a difcon-
tinuance of negotiations with him, or ‘any
change in the difpofition of the French gov-

ernmént more unfriendly to the United States

incomparably greater zeal for negotiating was
exhibited afterwards than before. -

On' the ‘3oth” of May, the minifter an-
nounces to Mr. Gerry the publication of the
Envoy's difpatches. In his Jetterof the 27th’

- of June, he fays this incident only « for a
- moment fufpended the. principal obje&"-f
 the negetiation with Mr. Gerry :-and in his
letter of June roth, he declares, that % the
French Govgrnment, fuperior to all the per-

* fonalities, tg.all the manceuvres of- its enc.

“Unies; perfeveres 1n the. intention of eoncili-,

ating with fincerity all the differences which
have h{ippcned between the two countrie§.”
* On the 1rth of June the minjfter fends him
aplan for condudting: the negotiation ; for
the firft time flates the % three points” 6n
“which he fiys “ all negotiations between
France and the United States muft effentially.
reft ;' and “ gives (what he calls) a large
developement” of them ; concluding by prefl-
ing him. to remain at Paris, to accelerate the
negotiatipn=—¢ the drawing together of thofe
ties ‘which the French Republic and the #rue
Americans have regretted. to fee relaxed.”
" On the 27th of June, the Minifter again
writes to Mr. Gerry, and in language the
moft importunate,. {uch as had never before
been ufed, urges him- not to withdraw,
“ when' the French Government, fuperior
to all refentments, and never liftening to any
thing but jultice, manifefts itfelf anxious to
conclude a folid and mutually fatisfactory
agreement.” - The Miniﬂer' even obfe.rv'es
that the firft of the ‘ three points” mention-
ed in his preceding letter (refpecting ami_cgbl'c
declarations about mutual recriminations)
might be poftponed——that the third (about
the confular convention) would doubtlefs
experience no difficulty on either fide, after
the fecond fhould be amicably fettled. That
it was to the second therefore, they fhould firft
attend ; it being fo much the more important,
as it embraced the fource of all the diffes:
ences between the two nations. -And 6n the
22d of July; the Minifter rencunees all de-
mands of “ loans and explanations on the
{ubject of fpeeches;” and even affects to be
hurt that Mr. Gerry fhould have mentioned
thém : ‘altnough bath, he and his privat:
agents had, before, folong and fo obftinately
perfevered in demanding them of the Envoy:,
as the indifpenfable preliminaries to'a nego-

tiafion.  And doubtlefs, it is partly owing
to the pul ion of their difpatches, thereby
expoli be. world sthofe thamelefs: de-
smands, the fcandalous propofition of

the douceur, that they are now relinquifhed.
¥ adducing thefe circumftances: to thew
the increased zeal of the Ereneh Govern-
ment, {ince the publication of the dlfpatches,
to negotiate on its differences with = thr
United States, it is not to be underftood,
thut they afford a fhadow of evidence of its
fincerity.  But as.professions, vcrb‘al.or
written, furnifhed the only gxgund on‘which
}r. Gerry could form his opinion, that ¢ be-
fore the arrival of the difpatches of the .En-
voys; the Minifler was fincere and anxious
<a cbtain a reconciliation,” much more, pro-
feflicns ftronger and more impqrtlmgte_, af-
terwards made, afford proportionably higher
cvidence of fingerity. But the prefent de- |
tails demonfirate that all thofe profeffions

were merely oftenfible. © In the Minifter’s

laft mentioned letter, aftér faying that his
% fecond point”’ was moft impertanty ““as 1t
embraced “the ‘source of all the differences,”
and thatto this they fhould first attend—spe
purpofely forgets ity paflcs it over, ind ferds

And doubtlefs it

-+ quentlyvenmad me of

M. Gerry a note on the Consulur Convention
of all poitibl. fubjects in ditference thie mofl
infignifioant ¢ us fesienld: have expired by
its own linsitation 1 two years audia half;
within which time, the commerce of France,
judging from its prefont flate of annihilation,
would probably siot furnifh a fingle fhip to
vilit the ports of the United States.. ‘T his
next letter, dated July 6th, he purfues his
fpeculations on the Consular Convention, and
fends Mr, Gerry “two more notes upon it,
complaining that he had not tranfmitted to
him his opinion upon; his firft note, and re-
commending the two laft to his attention;
although Mr. Gerry had repeatedly and poi:-
tively declined a formal discussiony fuch as
the Minifter now urged in writing. ~ Mr.
Gerry ftates alfo, that this firft note of the
Minifter on_the Confular Convention, was
fent to him fix weeks after he had demanded
his paffport,. and when his baggage was' ac-’
tually on board the Sophia ! - ;
In a.word, the more clearly the impeflibi-
lity of entering on a formal negociation ap-
peared, the more was it prefled by the Erench
M‘inéﬁer. M. Gerry, in' his letter to Mr.
| Talleyrand of July 20th, as juftly as poist-
'c_dl?%\_é pofes the boafted zeal ‘of the Minifter
—,-f;'ﬁw_;.\yga_sﬁthe firty you-affirm, to prefs
ferioufly the pegociation : you will agree
wi_t_l_rijna; that. the merit’ would have been
greater; had the meafure itfelf been Jeakible
Again he fays.to the ‘Minifter, % You fre-
yoitr exertions [to nes
difpofed as' much as pot-
fible. to. dppreeiate; ' regretting it the fame

Xime-their oircuitous direction. -
rom ‘this: detail of “facts, the foHowing

are the iecellary conclufions,
That by the exclufive” attentions of the

gotmte] which ‘Tam

Minifter.to Mr. Gerry, the'F rench Govern-
ment intended to excite the jeéaloufy of his
colleagues, ‘to promote diffentions between
Lthem, to feparate him from “thém, and in-
duce him-to remain. in France ; expecting |
either to fednce him'into 4 formal ‘hegocia-
tion of a, treaty, oni terms exclifively advan-
tageous to France, and injurious and difho-
norable to the Unhited States; or, failing in

suspense,.

this, to hold the United States in
and prevent-any neafiires for our fecunty—
in the event war; while we; amufed and
deluded by warm but empty profeflions of the
pacific views and withes. of Franee, and by
“ informal conferences,” might wait in {pi-
ritlefs torpor, hoping for a peaceful refult :
and

That by this courfe of proceeding—this
oftentations difplay of zeal to adjuft differ-
ences, and reftore harmeny and a friendly
intercourfe between the United States and
France, the French Government intended,
in cale of a rupture, to throw the blame on
the former. - - :

It is neceffary to make a
on the decree of the
the 31&;July 1798. ;
. .. This dearee was fent after Mr, Genry to
Havre, and he fuppofes that the official im-
pediments,which for feveral days prevented
his failing, are to'be afcribed to the minif-
ter’s  defite’ of {ending the decree by him.
The minifter introduces it as ¢ a part of the
‘meafures which he Had announced to Mr.
Gerry on the 22d of July.” In his letter
of thar date to Mr: Gerry, the minifter fays,
“ By information which the government
has juft réceived, it indeed learns that vio.
lences have been committed upon the. com-
-merce agd Citizens of the United States in
the WeRt:Tndics, and on their coafts. Do
it the juffice'to believe that it needs. only to
know the facts, to difavow all adts - contrary
to the lagis-sf fhe Ripublic and its onon deerees,
A remiédy is prearing for it, and orders will
foon arrive'iti the WeRt-Indies, calculated to
catfe ‘every thing to return  wichin ‘its juft
linits?’~This * remedy”. is the “decree. of
the 318 '6f July, oy :

- 1. The fii f article of this decree confines
to the fpetial agents of the ‘Direétory, the
right of iffaing commifions (o cruifers 3 and.
requires tﬁef?to‘ conform themfelves to all
the laws relative to cruifing and prizes, and
efpecially to thofe of the 1t of O&ober.
1793. Although the injun®ioa to conform
to all the laeos of the. Republic relative to
cruifing was ominous, as the . Jaws mott re-
ccently promulgated and beft known -were
them(elvés the fources of the ‘depredations
and evils of which we complained ; yet not
imagininf‘f that a decree introduced with fo |
much folémoity, of which one copy was
fent to Mr. Gerry, another to the Ameri.
can Conful General at Paris, and a “third to
Mr. Letombe, late Conful General of France
= all to_be communicated to the Execu.
tive'of the United States, and- a'l of which
have been received——could be @mere parade

few (;bferutions
Executive Dire@ory of

o

the law of the 1 of O@ober 1793, to
- which all cruifers were efpeciatly ‘enjoined to
q;‘onﬁi;m,nil'g_ht contain regulations that would
afford fome relief from French depredations.
By the favour of Mr. Letoibe, I obtained
a copy qfut,fiat.‘ w3 and to my altonifhment
found its obje,  conformably to its ‘title,,
was « To determing .the miode of dividing.
prizes made :ﬁ r Erench yeflels.on the: “cHieé-
mie’s"drﬂi"e‘l{ ublic.””* And the ohly re.
{triction, s th ié{’gng@y law of fix-and-forty
articles, im ed on the individuals, officers.
and all others, compofing the orews of their
armed veffels is, ¢ that they fhall not fell be. |
forehand their eventual hares of prizes.”” -
2. The_fecond article _declares that all
commiffions granted .by the agents in the
French colonies in America, to fivout vef-
fels for cruifers, or-for, war and commerce,
thall be void.in thirty days after the Fpubli-
cation ¢f the decree in thofe colon;es. i

It has been fuppofed that by this regula.
tion the agrats may gather a frefh harveft of
fees for .new commiffions sand  that this
would be its,only cffe®. = The agents how-
ever had mtaken care of this ; they
bad been accultomed to limit the duration
of privateer’s commiffions ; and if they con |

*« DECREE "dé la Convmniona'e
du x; 8 bre 1793 Vanzd de laRepubligue fran:

Que determine le mode de Repartition des
priles faites par les vaifieaux Francais fur les en-

nemis de la- Kepublique,”?

S words, Twag difpofed to conclude that]

- Y, '», ", "‘
] > i - e B
| tinued to craife after their expiration, fu

to the captured veflels and cargoes, mol'c the
whole to themfelves. A remarkable inftance
occurred in the laft year, in the cafe of the
Eaft-India fhiy New. Jerfey, belonging te
Philadelphia, 10 redeem which, the owners
have paid to Gexeravr Hepouviris,
Special  Agent of the Executive Diredlory
in St. Domingo, upwards of two hundred
thoufand dollars in cath. Whether any,
and what portjon of fuch - prize money goes
into the cheft of the Republic, T am not in-
formed. :

3. The third article declares that all a.
geuts and ether deputies in the neutral paf-
Jelfions, appointed to decide there tn the va-
hidity of prizes taken bythe French crmfcrs.s,
and who fhall be fufpeéted of haviag a di-
_re& or indire& intereft in the craifers, fhall
be immediately recalled. )

It is remarkable that this article, appar-
ently defigned to correét the monftrous a-
bufe of public officers fitting in judgment iy
-their own cairfes,’ ﬂwu‘dbglé{ni'ted to fnch
. of the agents and their depnties as were ap.
poirited -to refide_ in_NEUTRAL places. |

exifts. - For althoiigh the French priva-
teers and their prizes find afylums in the
Swedifh and Danifh iflands, yet the papers
are carried thence to Guadalonpe; and
there the- captored veflcls receive their
daom under the fuperintendance of another
JSpecial agent of the LExecutive Dire&lory, V ic-
ToR HvtcHes. And even the eaptured
American veflels carried inte the Weft:To-
dia ports of Spain and, Holland, do not
| there reccive fentence : thele cafes are de-
“cided by the agent or bis deputics, or other
French tribunals, eftablithed in-the ifland of
‘St. Domingo, frequently, if . not generally,
in the abfence of the mafters. and fupercar-
goes. . The French agents and judges find
'no difficulty in this mode af proceeding ;
Juftieé being adminiftered with more Sacility
and difpatch when only one of the parties is
prefent at the trial ; efpecially when the a-
gents or other judges are interefted in the
privateers ; and this. the prefent decree
impliediy allows ; the penalty of ¢ recall”
being applicable, as above. fuggeiled, to
fuch ageuts only as refide in
if any fuch there be.

which was te give the United States a
proof of the juftice of the French govern-
ment (a government, Mr. Talleyrand fays
¢ never liftening to any- thing but
juftice,”) and,ofgitn defire ‘of a reconcilia-
tion with the United States,. thould be li-
mited to the Wep-Indies, when'as great, if
not as mumereus abufes were.pracifed by’
French agents and ‘tribunals in :Burépe, and
even France itfelf, as in her remote poffef-
fions. This too wany of eut citizens well
know. For- captures and segndemnations
are not the lefs abujes, becaufes made wider
the color of municipal laws and decrees which
dire&ly violate ctreaties, the law of nations,
and the plainet prisciples of juftice. At
prefent I’ fhall only mention, that in a re.
port made by major Meuitflorence, chan.-
cellor of the American ‘confulate at Paris, '
-to General Pinckney, in December 1796,
and which was laid before Congrefs in May

commerce in every port of France, ‘take
cognizance, in the firft inftance, of every
matter relative to captures at fea ;» and;
¢ thef: tribunals (he adds) are chiefly com-
pofed of merchants, and moft of them are, |
direétly or indire@ly, mere or lefs intereft-
ed in the fitting out of privateers ; and
therefore are often concerved in the con-
troverfies they are to determine upon,”

4+ The fourth article requires the fpecial
ogeats of the Executive Dire@ory at Cay.
enne, St. Domingo, and Guadaloupe, ftu-
dioufly to take care, that ‘the interefts and
preperty of veflels, belonging ‘to -neutrals
and allies, be {cr‘upulouﬂy r'efpeéted, ;

We have too long witneffed the fludious
and ferupulous care of thefe gentlémen re-
fpe@ting the property of neutrals and al-
lies, and experienced its ruinous‘confequen-
ces; and as the fame laws which authorized
that ¢ care” remain in force, and with a
| frefh injun@ion of a firi& conformity to

them, we can_expe only a continnance of
the fame abufes. o SE
5. The fifth article esjoins the ‘Special-
Agents of the Exceutive Dire&ory, Con-
fuls and all others invefled . with powers for
that purpefe, to caufe to be arrefted and
punithed all who fhall contravene the provi
fio s of the prefent decree, —Unfortunately
thefe Special Agents,: Confuls, and théir
‘Deputies, are themfelveg the aggeeffors; and |
juftify their proceedingrs under thelats of
 the Republic and the- Decreet-of:thie “Exe’
'z_’:utivcclg'irc&ory., A T IR
This analyfis of the prefent Decree mani.’
felts its futility ; and, with fome remarks
on its preamble, will demonttrate it to bea
bold impofture ; intended to miflead the
"citizens of the Uhited States into a belief
that the French government was going to
put an end to the depredations of French
cruifers on American commeree 5 while the
means propofed are fo grofs as to be an in-
fult en our underftandings, - Sy SR
The Preamble to the Decree Afets_forth,
that information, recently received from
the French coloniés and the continent of A-
merica, leavesno room to doubt that French
cruifers or fach as call themfelves French,
have infringed the laws of ‘the Republic re-
lative to cruifing and priges ;7 and ¢ that
foreigners and pirates have abufed the lati-
tude allowed at Cayenne and the Well-India
iflands, to veflels fitted out for cruifing or
for war and commerce, in order to cever
| with the French flag thieir extortions and
the violation of the refpe@ due to the law

| of pations, and to the perfons and prope:ty

o,
d,‘:“t}
privateery’ fhould have been confidered as
deltitute of commiffions, au%nfcqucntly if
they made any captures, as ‘pirates: —but
the agents knew their intereft better : they
did rot punifh the piratical captors—they
did not declare their captures void, and . re-
ftore the property ro the neutral owners—
but. declaring tuch captors to have o title

doiot known that an inflance of the kind |

neutral places, .

It is alfo_remarkable, that this decree, '

1796, he fates, * That the fribunals of

| nal of the

{ any tribusal,

f allies and neutrals, " ¥
rand, in one of his Jetters before

noticed

infurmation as having been “jull reccived.’

p-fled the. fecond of July,

ta fearches, or to capture, in the fame man-
ner as they /ball fuffer the Englifh to treat
them e

This decree committed the whole com-
merce of neutrals, in the firft inftance, to
the rapacity of French privateers, and then
to the difcretionof theirA gents,Confuls and
Tribunals. Thefe had only to fay, truly.
or falfely, that the Englifh treared: neutrals
in any given way, and then they were to
treat them in the fame manner. ‘Accor-
dingly we have feenSanthonax and Raimond,
Commiffioners of the French Government in
St. Domingo, in their adjudication of , aw
American veflel, on the 1oth of} Janudrg,
1797, declare, « That the refolution (or
decree) pafled by the Executive Dire&ory.

veflels belonging to individuals to treat nedtral
véflels in the fame manner as they fafter the'
Eoglifh to teeat theny
confeqnencé of the above 'rérohj_?:bﬁ of the'
Executive Dire@ery, and in con ‘,_{jm’ﬁcc' of
the manner in which the Englith goverh-
that the commiffion paffed their
of the 7th of January, by which they de-
clare all neutral veffels bound to or from
Englifh por's, to be legal’ prize.,” From
thefe falts, and the tenor of the decree “it-
felf, we can form but one _conclufion, That
it was framed in fuch indefinite terms, on pur:
Pofe to give feope for arbitrary conflruBions and
confequently for unlimited oppreffion and wvexa-
ton. o s

But without waiting for this decree, the
Commiffioners of the French government at
St. Domingo began their piracies on the
commerce of the United States : and in Fe.
bruary 1797, wrote to the Minifter of Ma-
rine (and the extra@ of the latter appeared
in the official journal of the Executive Di..
{ reGtory of the sth of June) ¢ That having
found no refource in finance, and knowing"
the unfriendly difpofitions of the Americans,
-and toavoid perithing in diftrefs, they  had
armed. for- cruizing ; and that already 87
cruizers were at fea sand that for three
months preceding, the adminiftration had
fubfifted, and individuals beew eniched, with
the produt of thole prizes.”—+ That the
decree of the 2d of July was not known by |
them uatil five months -a rds. * But
(fay they) the fhocking conduét of the A-
mericans, and the Jadired knowledge of the
intentions of our government, made it our

duty to order reprifals, even before we had
received the official netice of the decree.”’
“ They felicitate t]

Yeflels were Qaily-taken; & declare that they
bad learnt, by 'divers perfons from the cod-
tinent, that the Americans were perfidious,
corrupt, the friends of England,_éud that
therefore their veffels no longer entered the
French ports, unlefs caried in by force.’”

After this recital, before the Council of
500, Paftoret makes the following rem -
kable refle@ions : v :

* On reading this letter, we fhould think
that we had been dreaming ; that we bad
been tranfported into a favage country,
wheremen. ftillignorant of the empire of
mordls and of laws, commit crimes without
fhame and ‘withbut remorfe, and applaud
themfelves for their robberies, as Paulus E.
milivs or Cato would have praifed themfclves
for an eminent fervice vendered to their
couatry. . Cruifers armed againtt a friendly,
nation ! Reprifals, when it is we ourfelves
who attack ! Reprifals againft 2 nation that
has ot taken a fingle veflcl of ours ! iches
acquired by the confifcation of the thips of
a people to whom we are united by treaties,
-and whom no declaration of war had f
rated from us !’ ¢ The whole difcourfe of
the agents may be reduced to thefe few
words ; ¢ Having nothing wherewith to
buy, I feize; I make myfelf amends for
the property which I want, by the picacy
which eiiriches me : and then I flander thofe °
whom I have pillaged.’—+ This ig robbe- .
ry juftified by felfithnefs and calamny.” Vet
Santhonax, one of thefe ¢« robbers,’ and the
chief of thofe Dire@orial agents, continued
‘in office, and going a few months afterwards
from Saint Domingo to France was receiv.
¢d as a member into one of the Legiflative
Councils. =+ G i
_ Paltoret alfoadverts to 2 letter from Mer-
Jin, then Minifter of Juftice, and now a
member of ' the Executive Dire&ory, to’
‘Mr. Skipwith1
‘ted States,

emfelves-that Aiﬁttic?

B

which alfo appeared in the Jour-
Direcory ; and quotes ‘the fol.|
lowing paffage ; « Let your Government
 break the inconceivable treaty which it con-
cluded on the 19th of November 1794, with
our moft implacable enemics ; and’ immedi.
ately the French Republic will ceafe to ap- |

treaty, which favour England to the injury
of France ; and I warrant you ‘that we fhall
not fee an appeal to thofe regulatiors, in

to' {upport unjufl pretentions.”
“ Have I (fays Pa&?te_t) r'z:d tPhrie rightly?
Unjuft Pretenfons ! Could it be poflible that
they fhould thus have been charaerized by’
the Minifter who is himfelf their agent and
defender 7. : :
After all, this * inconceivable Britifh
Treaty,” was itfelf bur a prefext to counte-
nance the * unjuft Pretentions,’”” as Merlin
himfelf calls them, u'ed by the French gov
ernment in its tribusals, for the pur
condeming American veflcls,  Th
L have already given prove it. T bes | .
'toadduceother evidence. [t jg theteftimony

v

of Mr. Barlow, att American by birth, but for

dated the 22d of July laft, { eaks nf this

But what has been more notorions than | long refided at Paris, :
French depredations on neutral, and efpe- | taken the views of the French government,
cially on American commerce, in violation
of treatics and the law of nations ? Thele
have been coeval ‘with the exifting war in
Europe ; but were multiplied under the
loofe Decree of ‘the Executive Die&ory

1796, declaring
that « the flag of the French ‘Republic will
treat neutral veflels, either as to confifcation

on the ad of July, 1796, preferibes teall the | Minifter ‘Adet, elat
armed veflels of tl;c Re;i:ib'lx'c, and the armg Jﬂﬁc&ﬁp#l

32’ and u.-tfl,';‘(_,’ig is lﬁ‘{mer;éﬁ S He

ment.inthe Antilles zreats teutral vefiéls; {iof waF :
-refolution?|

71 R

Conful General of the Uni- |

P'y in itsowa favour the regulations in that |

Jeave | king a part of the crew

e e ] s e P
| fiveral years pat a citizen of France,

3 'acknuwkdgcd' driceriment’ ani tileuts, des
voted to t] e French Repu lic, an 1 intimate
with' her lead ng men. Mr. Barlow has

and cannot have mif.

.

nor the motives of its condn®, * M. Bar:
1ow?s Jetrer dated at Paris the firlt of March
1798, to his brother in-law, Mr, Baldwin,
has doomed the writer 10 infaay : yet when
it deferives the principles and conduét of
the French republic, it merits attention.
He fays, < that a& of fubmiffion to the

ritith government, commonly called [ay’s
treaty, 1s ufoally. confidered, both by its
friends aud ememics, as the fole caufe,or at
leaft the great caufe of the prefent hoftile
difpofition’ of the French rcpublic towards
the United States. - This gpinien (fays he)
is erreneous.”” = He théfpmr';"éédﬁﬁthn e-
numeration of a variety of ‘matteki which
 hé' fays have influenced ‘the ‘conad@ of
France. But the molt provoking, and the
molt unpardonable of | the offences of the
United Srates agaiy -, France, was, fortu-
nately, not an a& -iEif*@ka‘})ieﬂt, but an
act of the peoples. The emen of the United
States, < the true. Americans,” dared to
exercife theit independent rights, avd cons
trary to the withes of the French govern-
| ment and the'es:

ed " Mr. Apams to the’
+Mr. Barlow’s o'.ferva-
: her develope the
the principles of that govern-
faysy “* when the cleGion of
M‘rfmi was announced here, it pro-
‘Jﬂu'céagfﬁg“;fc{gr of the 2d of Marel,* which
Aifag Hféﬁk‘étq"bc little thort of a declaratian
- :¥ $the government here was de-
termiried to fleece you of your property, to
a fufficient degree to bring you to your feel
ing in the anly nerve in which it was pre-
Tamed your fenfib lity lay, which was your
pecuniary intcre®.” ~ And what was this
¢ fecling’ 10 produce ? The anfwer s ob.
vious—Submifin to the wwill of the French
government, The= myftery of, French poli-
tics is here unveiled. The United States
did not fubmit ; Hence the non-reception ‘of
her Envoys, and their haughty treatment ;
Hence the infulting demands of tribute as a
preliminary. even' to- their reception ; and
hence the expulfiou of two of them from
France.
But to return to the Decree of the Ex.
ecutive Dire@ory of the

P s X

tions_on- 1

as the Dire@ory in their preamble infinuate,
by ¢ foreigners and pirates” but by French
armed veflels commiffioned by the Govern-
ment Qr its agents ; or whether commiffion-
| ed or not, whofe ads in capturing Ameri-
can_veflgls receive the fan&@ion of French
g@p\guh,:_' of French Tribunals, and of the
| Special Agents of the Dire@ory. I _have
."ﬂxu‘vﬂua{ha't ‘the laws of Franee :r{d _the Di.
reftorial Decrees; are themfelves the fources
of thofe violations of treaties and the law
‘of nations, which have caufed {uch immenfe
| loffes to the citizens of the United States.
Add fo the proofs already offered, that the
information ef fuch aggreffions and apufes,
" particularl in the Weft- Indies, and on the
‘coalt of ‘Xmerica,- was not, as the preamble
Juggelts, but ““recentlyreceived,” I may add,
thattheir ¢ fpecial agents” authorizcd thofe
‘depredations and violations of the law of na-
tions, by decrees affuming the laws of the

1 Republic, or the ads of the Executive Di-

‘re&ory for their bafes—by decrees print.
ed and publithed, and undoubtedly from
time to time reported by thofe azehts to the
Dire®ory itfelt. Furttier, thefe outrages
on the American commerce bave for years
paft been the theme of cvery tongue, and
filled columes in our newf{papers ; thofe
newfpapers which Mr. Barfow fays, ¢ the -
office o?foreign Affairs (at Paris) regularly
receives.” I will conclude this point with
the teltimony of Mr. Letombe, late Conful-
General of the French republic, and {till
refiding in Philade/phia. He has long fince,
and repeatedly affured me, that he colle@ed
all thofe depredations and ‘outiages ‘coma

a. | mitted by French privatecrs, and tranfmit-
ted them

em to his governmenc ar Paris;

- In relation‘to the dépredations aud out-
TAgES maitted by the ‘French .on the com-
merce u?;'\ - United States, 1 have {aid that
as great, if not as numerous abufes ‘were
pradi {‘edby the French in Europe, and even
iy France'itfelf, ‘as in herremote l_pu.ﬁ‘e’ﬂio‘m 3
and that this fad was but. 1

ouritizens, who ha ‘

f‘c&'s’, . Among thefe y ve feen the cafe
of the fbip Hare, ¢ ylty ;5 but ne-
verin allits difguft With this
I will clofe my obfer samble
of the dire&orial decreeic it

- Extrad of a letter i s - Efe
Minifier 4f. she United

lactd September 3, 1798

State of the United States, =

“ tence for this a De

of! he,. DireGory of July 3t
wzhﬂ% yind:cyaﬁonlofy'l'aﬂc y
X, Yy and Z. and t_h:l juftice @

of the Ditecory fhould be afce taing
gy; bgl)md‘,.; but by the folloming co
porancousfact.. L ey
 Hayley, an’ American citizen, mafter of
the American.fhip Hare, lying in the port of
London, Jaden with a rich ‘cargo, ‘the pro-
per:y&.‘, of Americans, and bound to New-
York,
to Paris, where, in a perfanal nterview, not
with the agents of the minifter of 'marine,
but with the Minister bimsclf, he difclofed
his plan of bringing the fhip Hare and. her
«cargo into France ; and to enable him to re-
ceivethe profits of the fraud, without, rifk-

e Lk 13 will be recollcéled that this 1s the Decrec of
the Exccutive Dire@ory, ordering the copture and
cender-nation of rican veficls not having a
‘Role Cequipage-- that [ruitful fouree of plunder
to Frenchmen, and of ruin *o American citizens ;
“and which alfo declarep sll Amaczican feamen, ma.
of enemics fhips, even
when put on bohrd them by force, tohe PinaTV,
and di:e@ed them to b trested asduchs . »6

i |

Lo ihe yemainiir ['e the Supploment]

amsan {

a'¢:gdt:azﬁn;» and praétices of its _

311t of July lafty iy
I have already thewn that the mafs of de~
predations on the commerce of the United '
States, under the French flag, of w hich we ;
fo juftly complain, are not thofe committed,

well known to

. went with my palfport [‘gomﬁondon S




