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PHILADELPHIA,

WEDNESDAY ZVENING, FANUARY .

" of Representatives, unto whont are refer-
~ red the Address of the Select and Common
 Councils and the Memorial of the Citizens
of Philadelphia, requesting an enlarge-
ment of powers and a grant of efficient aid
- _#a the City Corporation for the purpose of
~ obtaining and introducing a supply of good
- “wvater-into the city. :
| GENTLEMEN,

‘" " AS aMemorial of the Prefident, Man-
., agers and Company of the Delaware and
~+«Schuylkill Canal Navigation dated the 21t

- and prefented to the Degiflature on the 22d
~ inflant, hath been attentively confidered by
us, and as its obvioustendency feems calcu-

hill mot vy wiy act ot the Legitlature be

“{ attainment for a lenzth of time, ruinous to

& .} to the Gity Corporation for the purpefe) to
- To the Commitiees of the Senate and House'

firous thavthls ¢ jetr 5f frimary importance,

mide ig any digrec dependent on the comple-
tion of ‘a navigable Canal, as it may totally
defeat the defired obiect or procraitinate its

the welfare of the city. They are -defirous,
(if the necelfary powers and aid are granted.

introduce waters, not only for wasbing the
streets, but fuitable for drinking and culina-
rp uses 3 fuch,as for that end may be defirea-
ble to the great body of their conftituents—
and to introduce them by fuch modes and
means as on mature examination fhall 'be
found, not only moft effeétual, but at the
fame time, moft couducive to the advantage
of the citizens of Philadelphia, inall refpedts
unconne@ed with any view for the promotion'
of private or partial interefts whatever.
Without better demonftration than hath
| yet appeared, the City Councilsdo not admit
i that the waters of the Schuylkill conveyed by
means of the Canal is the only source of fup-
ply, or the only tract of conveyance. If the

~ luted to fruftrate any viws of the City Corpo- » :
" ration for obtaini‘ng‘y a fupply of wtzyucr, ‘ex- | committed to them, the Szlect and Common
cept through the medium of that Company, | Goungils with tobe left unrestraired in - the

,‘ choice of sonrces of water and modes of cone

it appears highly proper for us to offer fome

~ remarks threon, and to prevént or remove a-
~~ © U ny incorrect impressions which may take

place if unnoticed. ' S
- This Memorial after making mention of
“the exertions of that Company to complete
the Canal, referring the communications to
the Legiflature on the fubjeéts of their pro-
refs and the difficulties they had labored un-

cr from fundry caufes, as well as to__their
applications for aid, and after reciting their
- @utbority, to {upply the city of Philadelphia
with water from the Canal, and their power

* by virtue of the 3d fection of theiractof in-

“corporation, to take water from any of the
Mtreams  lying . within 8 miles diftance from
the North Bounds of the City between. De-

.Jaware and - Sehuylkilly &c. . proteeds to

mention a negociation which commenced
between the Gity Corporation 2nd the Ganal
‘Company in Decembver 1797, quoting and
" conneéting feparate parts of @ report made
to the Select and Commen Councils by their
Joint Committe in a manner- that, with
the general context of {fome other parts of
the memorizl, hasa tendency to give this ne«
.gociation the comple@iou of an attempt on
* the part of the Scl:¢tand Common Councils
to {ohn an union of the City’s and Canal

* v Gempany’s intereft and refources for intro-

ducing water by a completion of the Canal.
" “Though the quotation of the feparate
l,lrrt's' of that report is corret as to words and
fentences, yet their conneétion and different
arrangements, together with the general
context of the memorial on this fubje&, pre-
sent aview forelzn to the object of the Coun-
cils ; true it is the printed report of the
Council's Joint Commuttee is referred to,
and that a recurrence to it would furnifh.
correct information, but as shere is little pro-
bability, that thofc who have heard or read
the Memorial will have an opportunity of
examining the report referred to, that mif-
takes and mifapprehenfions may be avoided,
it becomes proper for the true underftand-
‘ing of this bulinafs to ftate ¥
* That thouzh “ #0 method then appeared”
o, that Commiittee ¢ {o well calculated to
“enfurc” the introduction of water into the
City #s the completion of the Canal, they
neverthelefs neither contemplated or recom-
mend:d any union of intercfts or partnerfhip
with the Canal Company, but % on the con-
trary after ftating tlﬁ:t the Stackholders had
reje@ed the propofition to alienate their
right'to water the City for £ 50,000 and alfo
another propofition, viz. That the Stocks
holders fhould convey three fourths or the
whole of their ftock to the City on receiving
peyments of monies advanced on fuch ftock
with intereft, &c, and that the Stockholders
had in tdrn propofed the Gity Corporation®s
purchafing fhares and appointing Managers
in proportion to the flock they might hold
—The Committee fay :

_ With refpeét to the propofition of a pur-
chafe « of half the flock, it  appears to us
inadmiffable, many difficulties and objec-
tions. prefent themfelves, your committee
will only mention the following ; a -perfeét
harmony among Managers, having different
interells to. watch over could not beexpected;
jealoufies would hereafter arife, and the 0.
Ject of watering the City might be defeated,
or atleast procrastinated, anumber of years
~—=B:fides, the preminm of 10 per cent. on
the capital expended for watering the city,
zz:yld not be relinquished, and is it not the

ty &f the Corporation “to extinguish

this premium, which in the 'opinion of
fome of the Stockholders will alone doy-
ble the value of their ftock, and in a few
years operate a% a direttax on our Fel.
low-Citizens, equal, if not fuperior in a-
mount. to. what is now paid by them for
al the purpofes of the city.  Upon the
whele, your committee are of opinion, that
an application be made to the ‘Legiflature for
a.grant of the duties upon the fales at Auca
tiony and in cafe this is obtained, o purchase
of the whole of the stock of the Canal fhould
beeffecied ard an immediate attempt made to
carry on the work by firall and judicious con.
tra&s under the {uperintendence of an engi-
neer of approved talents and integrity.

"The Seleét and Common Councils fully ap-
preciate the valve and importance of naviga-
ble Canals, to the interefts and profperity of
both city and country : and believe their pro-
motion and encouragement by every prudent
meafure, countenance and aid, is well wor-
thy the atter tion, not only of the Common-
wealthand of the City Councils, but of eve-
ry citizen who wifhes the growth and advanece-
ment of the commercial wealth and profperi-
ty of Peanfylvania. But confidering the
diftrefles the citizens of Philadelphia  have
fuftain - from the prevalence of peftilential
difeafe ; the impending ruin threatened by its
apnmal return, and that the introduc@ion of
pure and wholefome water; in the general be-
lie’ promifes to beone of the moft effe-Giual
vemedies, t8is object alone hath become para-
mount to every other inferior confideration,
and therefors the Seledt and Gommon Coun.-
cils at this tine, confining their views to the
bealth and cafety of the city only, are de-

aids are granted and the management fhall be

veyance guarding and referving to the Canal
Company unimpaired all the 1 hits and pri-
vileges arifing out of their a2t of incorporas
tion ; and fhould the medium of the Canal,
prove, on the refult of inveitigation, the on-
ly praéticable, or (under a full view of all
circumstances ) the most eligible means where§ |
by the intention of watering the city can
best be answered, the City Councils:on fuch
eventual refult are defirous they (hall be then

A

The Creditorg of John Lawthe,

of Derrs-Tewa, ia the county of Northumhfrland_
State of Pennfylvaaia, are hereby informed, that
the faid Joha Lawfhe has applied to xh;Cpm:t:pl.T
Common Pleas of the faid county, to bé admitred
to the bencfit of the Infolvent Laws of -the State of
Pennfylvaria,-and that the Judges = the faid.
Court have appointed the fourth Monday of Janu-
ary, 1799, at Sunbury, inthe faid eounty, to hear
him and his Creditors, JOHN LAWSHE,

jan. 7. e 93t

:
CONGRESS,

.
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES. -
Debate on Mr. Griswold's motion,
(conTinUERD.)
Fripay, December 28.

“ Mr. Gallatin, having obtained leave to
{peak a third time to the fame queftion, ac-
knowledged, that many of his remarks yef-
terday were of general nature, andnot per-
fe&ly applicable to the queftion under confi-
deration ; but he had been compelled to fol-
low the gentleman from South Carolina, him-
felf, who according to his ufual habit, had
left the queftion, in order to introduce a
general declamation upon the fuppofed mo-
tives and alions of gentlemen who differ
from him in opinion. It was fome of thofe
geperal 1emarks which be called offenfive
war, becaufe it was a deviation from the
manner 1n which he himfelf had been in the
habit of d. bating queftions before this houfe,
and notwithRandivg what the gentleman
from South-Carolira had infinuated to the
contrary, he believed it would be allowed
that the manner in which he argued upon

at liberty to apply the funds committed to |
their truft to purchafe the whole ftock of the |
Canal Company, and to complete the Canal, |
with te $pecial view however, that the pro-
fits, (if any fhall arife out of the tolls there-
of) fhall in the first jnstance be applied to |
reimburfe the cofts and expencesof conftric- |
tion and completion, and thereafter to be ap- |
plicable to no purpofe other than the creating |
of a fund for the purpofe of aiding the com-
pletion .of
Canal, and for the further purpofe of gradu-
-ally” extending the chain of Inland Canal
. Nayigation from tine to'time to the con-
nedtion of the weftern with the eaftern waters
of this Commonwealth. :
It hath been 2 favorite Theory that pub-
lic advantages are beft promoted and obtain-
ed, whenit is made the ‘intereft of private
perfons, oraflociated companies to advance
the public good.  The hiftory of companies
incorporated on this basis in Pennfylvania, |
fince 1791, gives the evidence of experience,
that'the theory fhould be received with fome
caution, and that it cannot be fafely admitt:d
without fome limitation. In the prefent in-
ftance, it now refts with the Legiflature to
purfue that speculative policy with the aid of
Legiflative grants, or' to try the effect of,

| promoting the pnblic good on the dasis of

public ?iril; that is, to obtain the means,
or peceflary capital, for carrying on and ef-
fecting a great work of public utility and
public fafety, by providing and appropriating
Funds to ensure the punctual compenfation’
of legal intereft, and to ficure againft Jofs
in preferrence to incitements for rifque, oria
view to the contingent compenfation of ex-
We here will conclude with obferving,
that in preferring their requet for aids to
enable tie City Corporation to introduce a
fupply of suitable Water into the City; the
Select and Common Councils have been en-
tirely governed by 2 firong defire to promote
the Health and Safety of the City, without
visws of perfonal or private intereft or advan.
tage whatever. - They truft the Legiflature,
under a- convi&ion of the neceffity of the
meafure, will, with a liberal hand, promote
the wifhes and exertions of the Citizens of

ing difcharged their duty fo far as to requeft
the neceflary aids, and to offer evasy excrti-
on, Which' means in their pawer, or means
which might be granted to them would per-
mit them to make, fiow fubmit the buflinefs
to the wifdom of the Senate and Houfe of
Reprefentatives. Anxioufly. folicitous only
that the great obje&t of a fupply of pure and
&ood water for the City ‘may be effe&ually
attained, by whatever agency the Legiflature
may deem it proper to devife.
OHN MILLER, Ju~.
HOMAS CUMPSTON,
H. SIMS,
HENRY DRINKER, Juw,
.. DANIEL SMITH,

Joint Committee of the Select and Com-
mon Councils, appointed to prefent
}heir Memorial, and attend to its ob-
Jefts while before the Legiflatyre.

December 29, »yg8.

The Creditors of Samuer Rurt-
TER are informed, That the Truflees will cen-
tinue to attend at the Houfe of Chriflopher
Thompfon, in Robefon Towntfhip, Berks coun-
'y, on the 28ch and 29th days of the prefent
month, and on the 8th, 9th, and r1oth days
of January next, in order 1o receive proof in
fupport of their refpeive claims—And at Nor-
ni.\own for the purpofe, at the houfe of Jere-
miah Wills, onthe 11th and 11th days of Fe-
bruary next, of which all perfons concerned,
are requefted totake NOTICE. -

ALL PERSONS indebted to the faid SAM-
UEL RUTTER, previoufly to the 29th day
of June laft, are “informed that, unlefs pay-
ment 18 made to fome one of the fubf ribers, be-
fore the 1ft day of February next, fuits will be
eommenced againft them without refpeéls of
perfons. :

SAMUEL BAIRD
REES MOORE
. SAMUEL POTTS
Jame g

§ Truftees.

£t,

The Creditors of William Steed.
man of Derrs-Town, in the county of Northume
berland, flate of Penn(ylvania, are hereby intorm «
ed, thatithe faid William Steedman has applied 1o
the Courtp( Common Pleas, of the faid County,
to be admitted to the Benefit of the [nfolent Laws.
of the ftate of Penolylvania, and that the Judges
of the fuid Court have appointed the fourth Mon-

day of January 1799, at Sunbury, in the faid €oun-
ty, to hear him and his Creditors:”

WILLIAM STEEDMAN

; Jacuwary 7 “:

the Sufquehanna and Schuylkiil mean perfonal attack ; but a retaliation of

jeét of revenue made by that gentleman bet-

| confciows as he was of having made any per-

ever, be detered on a preper occafion from

Philadelphia.  And the City Conncile’ bave | coming from that quarter.

-altions of his opponents.

any propofition was as unexceptionable as
that of any other member. It was nothiscuf-
tem to depart from a queftion undec’ difcuf-
ficn ; ftilllefs bad he done it, and that 1imes
wirhout number, a4 that gentleman had
dene, for the purpofe of intredicing decla-
matien on the condu@ and motives, not of
one man, but on all who differ from him in
opinion with refpet to his favorite meafures,
By offenfive war, Mr. G. faid he did not

that-kiad of attack which the gentleman
from South-Carolina himfelf made. If that
gentleman thought proper to mifreprefent
the motives of the party oppofed to him,
he would himfelf r:ginle. oot by perfonal-
ity , nor‘by vague rtions, but by bring-
ing forth fas to thew the true motives of
the party to which that gentleman beloags
As to the perfonal attacks, faid Mr. G.
which he ftates T have made upon him,
what are they ? That I have charged that
gentlemza two years ago with not under-
ftanding the fubje@ of revenue. Is this,
faid Mr. G. perfonality ? Certainly not.
How: could I refift an argument oo the fub-

ter than by fhewing that he does not under-
ftand the fubje&, if that is true ; and I
think indeed the gentleman ought to be o-
bliged to me for having told him fo ; becaufe
it led him to attend to the fubjet, and I
believe he underftands it much better now,
than be did then. Mr. G. faid, that un.

{owalattack upon the gentleman from South
Carolina, g: any other, he thould not, how-

carrying. into effe@ tha: kind of ¢ffenfive
war he alluded to, from that inveitigation
of the true motives of that gentleman’s
party, by any.threats of peifonal retalia-
tion, efpegjally from that gentleman. Of
whatever materials his houfe might be com-
poled, it was atleaft proof againft any peb-
ble which that gentleman might caft agwinft
it, He believed that both his private and
political. charafter, when compared with
that of that: member, were not in much
danger of being hurt by any infiouations

But the gentleman from South-Carolina
has faid, that it is mot cuftomary for him. to
afcribe wrong motives, or to mi'reprefent the
' Permit me. {aid
G. to ma‘c a few remarksupon what has fal.
Jen from him in the courfe of the prefent de-
bate. What were his arguments, or affertis
ons yefterday ? They were thefe s It is im.
poffible, faid he, that the perfon who went
to France fhonld hnve gone of his own ac-
cord, that he could be fo fily and vain,
fince he could not poffibly expe® to pro.
duce any effe@, therefore he muft have been
fent by other perfons, and have taken cre.
dentials with him. He brings no proof of
this, or thathe was fent or authorifed , but
it muft be believed, becaufe he chufes to
fuppofe it. This Mr. G. conlidered as one
of thofe general attacks which it wou'd be
proper to repel. But the gentleman dees
not ftop here, The perfon who went to
Franee, accerding to his affertion, was fent
there by 'ndividuals who gave him credea-
tials. And who are thefe individuals ? They
are a party in the United tates, which the
gentleman chufes ro c:ll a French party —a
party, he tells the world, upon which the
French depend for affifance to enflave this
country , and the gentleman procceded to
inform-the boufe what muft have bees the
langu: ge of this party, through their agent

‘| be overlooked ? No fuch thing.

relolution, fuppart a J fuiiical or Jacobini-
caldoétring, that the crd ofathing jultifies
;‘the"’:" means b; ~which <t i3 accpmpiiﬁfcd.
“This do@rine, faid Mr. G. fo contrary to
eve-y principal of integrity, is charged upon
ns, withour the 1 alt proof = What does
this mean, but that all thole who oppofe this

ion, are deficient in_integrity, morality, and
every thing facred. Who has ever faid,
that the end jultifies the means by which it
igattained ? Has it been faid by any member
oppofed 1o this refolution, that it was wrong
in this perfon firft to act, but that if good
effeéts were produced, the wrong ought to
It had
been on the coutrary faid, that if there was
no criminality in the a&, no bad intention,
and no bad effe& produced, the whole was
innocent. _ It had never been faid, that pro-
vided the effe@ was good, though the a&
was criminal, it oughtnot to be punifhed ;
but that the a& itli If was not criminal ; and
that the relolution ought to be confined to
the punifhment, not of any correfpondence
whatever, but of criminal correfpondence
only ; whiltt its fupporters infilt, that every
a&t of that kind, however inuocent in itfeif,
ought to be punifhed, becaufe the effe@t
might be un.ilchievous.

Mr. G. faid, as he was up, he now would
confider fome other arguments which had
been ufed in favor of this refolution. The
gentleman from Maflachufetts has faid, that
it was right to lay this refolution upon the
table, and his argument in favour of it was,

of this feffion, that it was intended to bring
forward a motion to repeal the alien and fe-
ditton laws, and that thzn gentlemen would
of courfe bring forward every argument to
influence the paffions of the public, and that
therefore the friends of the prefent refolution
had thought it right to give the firlt blow,
and chufe their own ground to fight upon.
This, faid Mr. G. is an acknowledgment
that this propofition is nothing more than a
maneuyre, and juftifies what I have already
faid, that the friends of the Alien and Sedis
tion bills chofe rather to attack us on this
ground, thap to wait till a propofition for
a repeal of thofe' laws is brought forward,
where they feel we muft have the advantage,

having felefted this ground, as the refolution
has {omething fpecious on the face of it. Tt
isa good mancuvre ; but it is neverthelefs
A maneuvre, according to gentlemen’s own
acknow:edgment.

In fupport, however, of the propofition,
the fame gentleman has told us, that it was
at lealt very likely that if the perfon who was
lately in France, had ever rifked any thing
in writing, or in public, every thing fid or
writien had been extremely proper in itfelf,
fuch as no perfon need be athamed of, and
fuch as would rather -operate in his favor,
when known, than otherwife; 4t the fame
time, he remarked, ‘that 'we do not know the
fubjects of his private converfations with
the members of the French government ; fo
that all his oftenfible 2&s were right, and ail
his fecret ones wrong. Now, faid Mr. G.
f a Taw is paffed on this fubject, it can only
have effe upon oftenfible correfpondence,
and yet the gentleman fays that oftenfible
alts will always be right. .~ Mr. G. believed
the gentleman had told the houfe what is
true ; and that if any perfon wifhed to carry
on a criminal correfpondence with a foreign
goverhment; they will do it fecretly, and not
in the open manner in which the gentleman
alluded to has lately done. He believed the
publicity of this proceeding, is the beft argu-
ment in its favor.  He (Poke, however, only
from conjectute ; when he was better ac-
quainted With that bufinefs, it was potlible
he might be obliged to condema it.

When he had heretoforg attacked this re-
folution, it was faid he had attacked its de-
tails ‘only, and not its principle, yet thofe
details made up the whole of the refolution.
Mr. G. here repeated the obje@ions which
he bad before ftated to the refolution, infift-
ing that no unauthoriled individual could
ufurp the Executive Authority ; and that a
diftin&tion was not made beiween private
correfpondence and public negotiation, Mr.
G. faid, he had alfo made a diftin@ion be-
twixt anindividuala&ing on hisownaccount,
and a perfon being fept to a foreign govern-
ment by a party.  He thought this diftinc-
tion corre@®. If a perfon, from enthufiafin
or any other caufe, not criminal,undertakes
to open a correfpondence with a foreign go-
vernment not intended to defeat any negoci-
ation of the government; or to involve the
country in a war, or to invite foreign aggref-
fion; he believed it would be perfeétly inno-
cent ; but, if a combination of men were to
combine themfelves as. a party.againlt the
government of their country, and for that
purpofe to feleét an envoy in order to nego-
ciate for them; he fhould confider fuch a
conduct as highly improper.

A gentleman from Conne&icut made ufe
of an argument yefterday, which had not
been noticid.. He faid, that a foreign na-
tion who means to confer a benefit upon ano-
ther nation, will never negociate with an uie

to the French directory.  And this is the
ground which the gen'leman takes. to fhew :
the neceflity . f pafli. g this refolution. This '
wag not the firk time, Mr. G. faid, that |
arguments of this kind had been brought |
forward to fupport propofitions, ‘which had |
no other foundation but tiat geotleman's :
own fertile imagivation. Thais is the kind |
of attack which he meant to repel.

Whea the gentleman comes forward, faid
Mr. G. and tells you that the ‘individuals,
generally {peaking, with whom he differs in
opinion, are a French party ; when he tells
you it is the view of that party to revelution-
Jizc this country ; that there is a modern {y[.
tem which they mean to carry into effe@
by means of foreign aid, am I not right, faid
Mr. G. i attribatingthefe affections to a
defign in that gentleman to fupport a {yftem
of alarm which he wifhed to exift in this
country ¥ Nay, on this very day, that -gen-
tleman, following the gentleman from Maf.
fachufetss, has gone upon ground nearly fi-
milar.. He bae faid that the oppofer of this

‘ ‘4 £

authorifed individual ; that if one govern-
ment was difpoled to treat with another,
they would forever rcjeét the interference of
private individuals, and that when a govern-
ment opens a correfpondence with an indi-
vidual, it fhews, upon the face of the tran(-
altion, a want of {incerity to obtain the ob.
je&t in view ;" and that the French govern-
meninent, therefore, thaving lent an ear to
an individual-A merican citizen, had fhewn a
want of its fincerity ; thatitis always crimi-
nal to hold fuch a correfpondence, and that
it cught to-be reftrained. But did the gen.
tleman who laid this dotrine down, perceive
whither it would lead to ? If it be criminal
for an wdividua! to negociate with a govern-
ment, is 1t not equally criminal in agovern-
ment to.negociate or correlpond with an ine
dividual ? If it be, and a proof ofa want of
{incerity; how will this apply te the condu®
of eur goverament? Tuke the refolution
upon-the table, and transfer it on that of the
council of Five Hundred, and it will appear
it the fhape of law for puniéhing MefTrs. X

~and Y for carrying on an unautherifed cor-|

refolution, and all others « f republican opia-.

that it had been underftood at the beginning.

Mr. G faid, he gave credit to gentlemen for gk

refoondence with the American govering
through.our commiflieners, Lot it 155900
memberad that our ewpoys did oo
refpondsnce with X and Y o0ne of Whogy
averred that he was aot ana rent of :h;
French government, and that he hud 1o bhe |
jetexcept that of promoting the walfaps o’(;
the United States, and that when tllcy'\o;)eui g
ed that negociation they had no progf thﬁi
even the other was authorized, Would v
it be faid, then, that ouy government qu
not fincere in their wifhes to "obtain peac"-?
from their having carried on fiich a com;.;]
pondence? Mr, G. faid, as ke did not agxﬁ‘?
n the doctrine, he didnot agree in the con.
clufion.  He believed ‘thére are P
which governments are obliged to have u.’
courfe to indire&tmeans of nc'gotia_tion, mg‘z
as our commiffioners were not acce. ep,
haps it was right for them to do as &J
did, in order to get finally heard by the go."
vernment.  In the fame manner, " after aJ]
intercourfe -had .been cut off betaveen gﬂ
two couatries, the French government might
correfpond with ‘an  Ameriecan citizen iy
France, without given any evidence of thejt’
infincerity. = Whether they had done fo or
not, he could not fay; their a&ions muft
fthew. :

The fame gentleman fpoke of wha‘hzy
called the diplomatic fkill of France, This,
Mr. G. faid, had 160g been a favourite ey.
preflion—to him it always appeared rid"cm
lous; becaufe, if any nation hasgiwen'pnnf.v
of their want of wifdom in this refped, the
French have done it in their diplomaticin. |
tercourfe with this country, AW;{]
the foreign minifters who have been fentty |
this country, it muft be acknowledged tia:
none have evinced fo little diplomatic fkily ab
thofe of the French republic.  The French, .
Mr. G. [aid, appeared to him to have in theyy |
enthufiaim at firft, and thenin the intoxica.:
tion of vitory, very unwifely fet afide thofe
rules which had been adopted by all other
nations in their mutual intercourfe, and, in |
fo doing, they had been guilty in his opinien,
not of a difplay of diplomatic fkill, Wt of
egregious folly. They had made a moft cue
rious difplay of diplomatic fkill in having
called home their minifter from this country,
and in having fent back ours unaceepted,
So that, though there isin this Country, ac- -
cording to the reprefentations of certain
ntlemen, a party ready to join the French
nation in any of their fchemes againt this
country ; and although the Erench wifh_te
countenance and promote that party, t
have themfelves cu}: off every megan:y;f cl:!
refpondence, through which thofe domeftic
traitors might have carried on their nefarious
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projects, without any fufpicion whatever,
But, Mr. G. beliewd it was immaterial to
us whether the French have not diplomatic
fkill or not; whether her views upon this
country are inimical, ‘or nos, as’ it

this refolution. He had himfzlf nem
alarmed, as’the’ gentleman from Maflachye
fetts had expreiled. himfelf to-be from the
view of what has paffed in other countries,
He had not been alarmed, becaufe he confi-
dered the internal firvation of this countryy
and our diftance from Europe as two fuffici
ent fafeguards.  He confidered our internal
fituation to be fuch, (divided in opinion ag
we unfortwnately are) as not to admit the
fuppofition that there can be a party in this
country difpofed to make any change in 3
form of government which we have the, hap.
pinefs to enjoy. There, are, faid ‘:31
know, men in this country who are dillatis.
fied with fome of the meafures of adminiftra-
tion, andnot only with the meafirres of ad-
miniftration, but alfo with {ome of the ads
of Congrefs; but the mmédy _which they
wifh and ﬁe%vfor, is not a_revolution, but
by the meahis pointed out by the confhitution,

by enlightening the minds of the peop

the medium of the prefs, with refpect to1

true interefts 3 by convincing them certain
meafures are wrong, and by perfuading them
toeffect a change in thefe meafures by _
of elections. Any other change which coy

be accomplifhed, would undoubtedly, as the
gentleman from Maflachufests — had - faidy
plunge a dagget in the breafts of thofe who
oppofed it.  No man in this country can
pofiibly have an intereft in changing the cons
ftitution.  Men who generally enjoy inde-
pendence, or.more than independence: (whi

is moltly the cafe in that part of the country
where fome of the meafures of ‘the governk
ment aremoft condemned) have nothing to
hope from fueh a change. They may: 3
to fee other perfens in the adminiftration
government ; but would mnever confent to
any reyolutionary rifk to obtain this end.

And if there are no men in this country
who with to effecta revolution, faid Mr. 6.
{till lefsare there any who willi for foreign
aid 0 aflilt them in fuch a work, Butif
they did, how was it to be obtained ? Qld
not our diftance from Europe, and the want
of naval refources of that nation whofe in
terference was apprehended, fecured us from
that danger, that alarm appeared to him too
ridiculous fof ferious confideration.

Mr. G. had alrcady obferved, that if any
laws were paffed upon this fubjet, ‘it ought
to be founded upon a refolution which ﬂ’?‘)“*
define ‘what is critminaly and what' is mot;
andhe was confirmed in this opinion, by
no nation ever having paffed a law of a
nature like the one now propofed.: ‘He Te~
collected having feen printed, during the
prefent war, a  correfpondence between an
Englifh fubjeé and an agent of France on the
{ubject of the difpute between the two coun-
tries ; and he recolle@ed that on a trial for
treafon, it had been ftated, that where a cor-
refpondence tends to lead an enemy to deﬁﬁ_»
from their violence - againft the codntry 0.
which th- correfpongent belong, ‘itis fo far
from beihg criminal, that it is worthy of
praife. He had never heard cfa nation leg:-
flating on the gereial grotmd propofed ; ant
though it has been faid, that when a bill is
redoited, it will b2 more defined ; gentlemen
by their argwinents, tellus the reverfe, for
tl'le fay wny .ki«d of coriefponcence O_UEM
to be runithed. Mr. G. mentioned this on
&ccount of what tad fallen from the gentle-
man from G-orzia, $ ;

Mr. G. concluded by faying; that he was
{onfible that the ground feleéed by gcntlemgﬁ
for this debate s a fpegious one, and k




