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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DEBATE ON SLAVERY.
Friday, March 23.

The houfe being in a committee of the whole
on thebill tor the amicable fettlemient of li-
mits withthe Rate of Georgia, and for provi-
ding atemporary Government in the Miffif-
fippi Territory : :

f R. THATCHER rofe, and faid he

M» fhould mnake a motion touching the

rights of man, by moving to ftrike out the ex-

cepting claufe in the 3d feétion of the bill—
[At appears that in the ordinance eftablithing
a government in the North-weftern Territory,
“Slavery is exprefsly forbidden, and this fecti-
on of the bill djrects that a government fimilar
in all refpets to that eftablifbed in the North-
weltern Territory fhall be eftablithed in the
Miffiflippi Territory, except that ‘Slavery fhall
not-be forbidden.]

Mr: Harprr did. not believe his friend’s
mofion would be a propermode of fupporting
the rights of man. In the North-weftern Ter-
ritgrysthe régulation forbidding Slavery was
a vgry’proper one,.as the people inhabiting
that par) of the ¢ountry were froin parts where
Slivery did not prevaily and they had of courfe
no flaves amongit them,; butin the Mifliflip-
pi Territory it would be very improper to
make fuch.aregulation, as that fpecies of pro-
periy, already exifts, and iperfons emigrating
tliére from the foutheriy States, would carry
with them property of thiskind. To agree
to fuch a propofition would, therefore, be a
decree of hanifbment to all the perfons fertled
thére, and of excligfon to all thofeintending to

o there. He bebeved.t could not, there-
&w;be carried into effect, as it firuck at the
habits and cuftoms of the people.

Mr. Varnum did not know that the gen-
tleman fioin 5. Carglipawifhed ro promote the
rights ofinan: His obfervitions(hewed; at leatt,
that he did not Wifh to dupport the nghts: of
all'mén’y for where there was a.difpofition to
retdin a part ot our fpecies in'Slavery, there
conld not be a proper refpect for the rights
of mankind. 1t was true that this kind of pro-
perty is held in the/fouthern States—becaufle
they cannor, confiftent with the fafety of the
peopleof thofe State$; liberare’ them, on'ac-
count of thewr very great numbers.  But they
confidered it as a great burden: to-be obliged
t) hold them. He hoped, therefere, Congrefs
would liave fo inuch refpelt for. the rights-of
hamanity, as not to legalize the exiftence of
Slavery,” any tarther than it at prefeut exilts.
He belieyed the gentleman from S, Carolipa
was miftdken, in faying that fuch’a regulation
weoilld oblige all the inhabijtants fettled in this
territory to semove. The provifion need only
extend te the forbidding of flaves being taken
uierél—~What, faid he, s the fituation ot the

" North-weftern Territory at this time?  Land
thers is .worth mare than in fome of -the Ql_d
fettled States; *and he believed this high price
of labd, and profperous conditionof the coun-
try, was entirely owing to;rhe abfence of Sla-
very. ¢And if the fouthern States codld get
clear of their flaves, the pricé of their land
would immedigrelv' deuble.  "At any rate, he
hoped the United States would prevent an in-
crgale of this calamity ; for he looked upon
ihe praciice of holding Blacks in Slavery,.in
this country, to be equally erimninal with that
of the Algerings carrying our citizens into
Slavery. .. %

M. Ru#Lepc gwiflied the gentlemanfrom
Mallachafetts would withdraw his motion,
not frogy anyapprehenfion he had that it would
obtain 3 but he hoped he would: not indulge
himfelf and ‘gthers in uttering-philippics a-
gailifbd pradtice with which his and-their phi-
tofophy is at-war.  He fubmitted to the gen-
tleman's candour whether it was proper, on
every occafion,  to do this—to brifg forward
the fouthern Statesiin a1 odious, light; or to
give liis neighbour and colleague an opportu-
aity of bringing thefu forward, and comparing
them with dlgerines!" 'He thought propriety
and decency toward other members required
that “fuch language fhould be checked. He
believed, ifhis friend from Maffachufetts had
recollected, that the moft angry debate which
had taken ‘place during this feflion was occafi-
onéd'by a ‘motion on-this fubjeft, he would
rof have brought forward the prefent quefti-
on, Oae gentleman fays, you call thefe men
praperty 5 another, you hold thefe men in
chains 5 a third, you violate the rights of man!
And zré not thefe men property: Do not the
people in this territory, hold them as fuch?
Did they not hold them under the Spanifh
government? And muft we thusaddre(s thefe
people? ““We have madea treaty which puts
you under the mild government of the United
States; but we muit take from you your pro-
perty.: or rather, we muft fet your blacks at
liberty-te cut your throats. - The rights of man
was the watah-word of the day, and Congrefs
have determined that you fhall not poffefs this
property.. ‘They cannot, as yet, do Slavery
away altogethér—the day is not yet arrived

but they have determined it fhall not exift in }

the Mifliflippi Territory.” .

‘Lhefe, {aid Mr. R. are not mere {pecula-
tive opinions. They lead to more mifchief
than gentlemen are aware-of ; and he trufted
if the gentleman from Maffachuferts could be
convinced that the difcaflion of fuch queftions |
as the prefent did much mifchief in certain
parts.of the Union, he would not bring them
torward. He hoped he would withdraw the
prefent motion:

Mr.°Gogrpow thought, when the gentle-
man from Maffuchufetts recolletted, that by
theveffatilifhment "of *this 'government, the
United States ‘do not eftablith their exclufive
right fo-this territory, he would confent to
withdraw his amendinent, as that went to fay
that we had the abfolute right of jurifdition,
and were derermined to exercife ity and in
maKing a difference betwixt the. ground on
which property was ‘held there from that on
which it was held in Georgia, they would mi-
iitate again(t the sth fection of the bill.

Mr.Ot1s hoped ‘his coliéague would not
withdraw }iis motion ; and the reafon why he
wifhed chis was, that an opportanity might be
givén to gentlemen who came from the fame

art of the Union with him, to manifeft that
it is not their difpofition to interfere with the
fouthern States, a5 'to the fpecies of property
in queftion.  With refpect to the exiftence of
Slavery, the Houfe had often heard gentle-
men, who are owners of flaves, declare that it
is not their fortune, but their misfortune that
they poflefs them, but who #ill keep them,
and claim the right of managing them as they
think proper. . He thoughtst was not the bu-
finefs of thofe who had nothing to do with
that kind of property to interfere with that
vight; and he really withed that gent!émen
who held flaves might not be deprived of the
means of keeping them in order.

{f the amendment prevailed, it.would de.
clare that no Slavery fhould exift in the Nat-
chez country. This would not only be a fen-
f banithment, but of war. * Animme-

e inturreltionwould probubly take place,
vl the iababitants would nat be fuffered to
ct're in peace, but be mafacred on the fpot.

nee ¢

By permitting Slavery in this difftrift of céun-
try, the number of flives would not ho g4
t‘rcu‘(cd—-_;cs if emigrants trom Sout’, Carolina
or Georgia were to remove if'g th;s country,
they would take theéir £ ¢ a5

: with themy and |
he could fee NZenmg in this which could afrect !
the phil,

nthropy ot his friend. The North-
wellern Territory isinhabited by adefcription
of perfons who have not been accuftomed to
hold flaves, -and therefore the reftriction is a-
greeable fo them ; but the territory in queftion
will be fettled by people from the fouthern
States, who cannetcultivate the ground with-
out flaves. He hoped,
would be perfifted in,
majority.

Mzr. D. FosTER hoped, if the motion was
not withdrawn, that a ong debate might not |
be had upon it,

Mr. THATCHER fuﬁ he fhould not with-
draw his motion, and the more it wasoppofed,
believing his caufe to be gaod, the more ob- |
ftinate he thould beinits {apport.

Mr. GiLeswithed to fuggeit a figgle idea.
The prefent motionwas brought forward from
the avowed motive of furiliering the rights of
man.  He did notknow whether the rendency
of it was calculated 16 ameliorate the condi-
tion of the clafs'of mien alludedto ; he be- |
lieved not.  On the contrary, it was his opi= |
nidn, thatif the flaves in the fouthern (ates |
were permitted to go into this weltern coun- |
try, by leflening the nuiiber in thofe fates,
and fpreading, them over ‘a large furface of |
country, there would be a greater probability |
of ameliorating ther condition; which could
never be done whilft they were crouded tage- |
ther as they now are in the fouthern {tates.

Mr. HARTLEY {aid, he had himnfelf in-
tended to.have brought forward @t amend-
ment fimilar to the prefent; but on enquiry,”|
he found fo many difficulties in’thé 'way, that |
he was obliged to ubandon it. He found it*
would interfere with; and be a‘ferious attick
upon the property of thatcountty.  He was'|
forry it was notin.the power of’ Congrefs to,
gratify the withes of philanthroputs in this'|
refpect; by doing away flavéry altogether; |
but this could not be done at prefent, and as
he believed the prefent amendment, ifcarried,
. would be attended 'with bad cffeéis, he fhould
vote againft it.

Mr. GALLATIN.  If ke faw any of the
great inconveniences which ‘were  foretold as
likely to arifefrom thisamendment, he fhould
certainly voteagainft it. He fhould be extreme-
ly averle to the adoption of any principle,
which fhould either-directly orindireétly,lead
to the production of any commotion or infur-
gency in any ftate where there is a great num-
ber of: flayes. ' He did not fee hyw any fuch
effeét could be produced by the prefent mo-
tion ; for, notwithftanding what had fallen
from the gentleman from S. Carolina, it did
notappear to him how a regulation with re-
fpect to another territory, can'affect the peace,
tranquility, or property of any, other fate.
How the forbidding of flavery in the Miffifip-
piterritory, could produce a worfe effect than
the fame regulation in the north-weftern ter-
ritory, or in Pennfylvania, or. in feveral other
ftates ? "T'he amendment therefore, could not
be appofedon that ground ; it muft .be upon
fomeother. Qught it.to:be rejected on the
ground of jurifdictien? . Certainly not. - The
United States intend -to exercife jurifdiétion
over that térritory, and was there any more
reafon for excepting this jurifdiction than any
other} « If we eftablifh this government, we
expecll itto be permanént ; and if we believe
it 1s not conducive to the happinefs-of any
| people, but the contrary, to legalize flavery,
when weare abont to forin'a conftitution for a
territory, its eftablithmient eught to be pre-
vented. But, if this amendinent is rejected,
we eftablifh flavery fo * the country, not only
duringits temporary. government, but. for ail
thetinie it isa flate ; ﬁ’)r, by-the conftant ad-
miffion of flaves, the number will ingreafe to
a certain degree, and when the territory. fhall
become a flate, the interet of the holders will
be fuch,as to procure a conftitution which fhall
admit of flavery, and it will be thereby made
permanent. Having determined flavery was
bad policy for the north-weftern territory, he
faw no reafon for a contrary determination
with refpect to this territory.

There was, then, only one folitary objection

to the amendment, and "that.might eafily be
obviated. It was with refpect to the fitua-
tion of people already fettled there who are
pofleffed of flaves. It would be extremcly
umpolitic and unjuft to declare by, ordinance
that the people fettled there, either under the
Britifh, Spanifh, or Georgia governments,
fhould be deprived of this kind of property ;
and if this was the effect of the amendment,
he would vote againft it.  Such a regulation
would be attended with the worlt of confe-
quences ; but other words may be eafily in-
troduced to guarantee the property of the per-
{ons already fertled there.
By the laws of the different ftates, Mr. G.
faid, the importation of flaves is forbidden 3
but if this amehdment does not obtain, he
knew not how flaves could be prevented from
being introduced by way of New Orleans, by
perfons who are not citizens of the United
States... He hoped, therefore, the amendment
i would be agreed to. ; }

Mr. Nicuoras believed it not only to be
the intereft of the fouthern ftates, but of the
United Srates, that this motion fhould be re- |
jected. They were to legiflate for the whole
of the union, and ought to confult the happi-
nefs'of the whole. It was not for them to at-
tempt to make a_particular fpot of country
more happy thanall the reft. " Ifit wasa mif-
fortune to the fouthern ftates to be over-
whelmed with this kind of property, he afked
if it would not be doing fervice, not only' to
them, but to the whole union, to open this
weltern country, -and by that means {pread
the blacks over a large fpace, fo that in time,
it might be fafe to carry into effeét the plan
which certain philanthropifts have fo much at
heart, and to which he had no objection, if it,
could be effeéted, viz. the emancipation of=
this clafs of men.  And when this country
thall have beconre fufficiently populous to be-
come-a ftate, and the legiflature withes to dif-
countenance flavery, the increafe of flaves
may be prevented, and fuch means taken to
get rid of flavery altogether, perhaps in con-
Junction with other parts of the United States,
who by that time may be in fuch a fituation
as to admit of'it, as (hall appear prudent and
proper.

Mr. THATCHER was of opinion direétly
oppofite to the gentleman juft fat down. - In-
deed they feldom did agree in fentinient : to-
day they differed very widely. He believed
the true inteveft and happinefs of the United
States would be promoted by agreeing te this
aimendment ; becaufe its tendeiicy was to pre-
vent the increafe of an evil which was acknow-
ledged by thevery gentlemen themfelves who
are owners of {laves. Indeed the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr, Nicholas) had frequent-
ly declared in that Houfe, that flavery-was an
eyl of great magnitude. Inthis refpett they
agreed in opinion ; fer he confidered the ex-
iitence aof flavery in the United States,as the
greatelt of evils=an evilin dicett hotility to
the principles of our government ; and he be-
lieved the governumient had a ¥ight to take all

1

although, in doing it, they might injure the

i av ight in e / goes ta i
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property of fome indi?iduals j.for he ncverl
could be brought-to believe that anindividuak

to-the deftruttion of our go¥efnment, viz.
that he can have a right in a wrong. A pro-
perty inflaves is founded in <wrong, and never
can be righs.” He believed governmeft muit
of meceflity put a fiop to this evil, and the
fooner “they enteredupon the bufinefs; the
better.

Mr. T. faid, he honeftly confelled, he did
not like to hear much faid in that Houfe a- ;

however, the motion bout the rights of man 3 becaufe, of late, there ‘Pe”“’" to lmpr(thr
and negatived by a large *had Been much quackery as to thefe rights, | from any pa P
But becaufe thefe rights have becn abufed, it

did not follow that man has'no rights. Where |
legiflators- are freely chofen. by the people,
and’frequently renewed ; where a law cannot
be paffed witloutaff.éting the interefts of the
perfons who pafs it, thefe rights cannot great-
ly be abufed ; but, when we take ugpn ns to
legiflare for mén againft their will, l‘is pro-
per enough to fay fomething about the rights
of many and to remind others, who ure fre-
quently heard (peaking of thefe rights, that by
nature thefe enflived men are entitled to
rights 5 and on that account it was; whén he
made this motion; that ke faid he would make

| @ motion tonching the righrs of man,

The reafonsoftered again(t the amendment
by the gentleman from Virginia, were a litcle
He contended that certain Rates
were overflowing with flaves, and if not eolo-
nized, by openingithis widetrackof country to
tliem, they would not be able to keep or ma-
nage them. He himfelf always thought that
colonizing théfe people tended to increafe the
race, far beyond what it wonld be when pen-
ned.clofely together.

Mr, Giigs explained, by faying, that he
had faid nothing about décrealing the number
of blacks, but of fpreading them over a larger
furface of country.

Mu. ‘T faid, he underftood the gentleman’s
argument perfectly, though he did not feem
to ‘underftand it himfelf. = The gentlemen
wifthed ‘to take the blacks away from places
where they are huddled up together, and
fpread them over this territory ; they wifhed
to getrid of thein, and to plague others with
them. = But theyhad them, and 'if they de-
termined to keep them; he withed only they
fhould beplagued with them.

Weare, {aid Mr. T. aboutito -eftablifh a
government. for a new country. -Ours origi%
nated from, dnd was founded on the rights o
man, upon which ground we mean to proteét
it, and could.there be any propriety in ema-
nating a government from ours, in which'fla-
very 1s notonly telerated, but fanctioned by
law " Certainly not. iy bl iy

It was ufed as an argument again@ thisa-
mendment, that this territory wonld be'peo-
ipled by emigrants from the fouthern flates,
‘who! caunot work for themfelves s*and on
that account they muft haye flaves to” work.
for them, ' If thisbe true, it makés the peo-
plé of the fouthera ftates only fit to fuper-
intend flaves.. 'The language of this is,  that
thefe people cannot /ubifl, except they have
flaves to work for them. :

For the reafons he had ftated, he hoped the
amendment would be'agreed to ; butif gen-
tlemen thought thofe who at prefent hold
flaves in the territory fhould be protected in
them, he fhould not be oppofed to their hold-
ing them fora limited period. :

The queftion was put and negatived, there
being only 12 votes in'its favour.

Monday, March 26.

The. Speaker laid before the houfe a com-:
munication from the General Poft Office, con--
taining a ftatement of the compenfations al-.
lowed todeputy poft mafters for the year paft,
which was referred to the committee on polt
offices and poft roads: 4

He alfo laid hefore the houfe a communi-
cation from the Treafury Department, inclo-
fing an account of the receipts and expendi-
tures of the United States for the year 17¢6,
five hundred copies of which the communica-
tion ftated would be depofited with the Clerk
of the houfe:—Orderod to lie on the table,

Mr. Bakr prefented the petition of Law-
rence Averhard,  fergeantin the horfe, during
the war, praying for compenfation ;

Mr. Gorpon alfo. prefented the petition
of Preferved Clapp, for compenfation for fer-
vices, during the war ;

Both of whicli were referred to the com-
mittee of claims.

Mr. Brooks prefented the Mamorial of
the New York Chamber of Commerce, fta-
ting that the prefent critical and inaufpicious
ftate of this country had excited gemeral con-
cern, which concern had been much increafed
by the late official communication from the 4
Prefident of the United States; that this {tate
of things called for the beft meatures ofrjc-

fence which could be taken ; that the
fent defenceléfs ftate of the harbour of New
York is fuch as to invite hottility, and that a
place of fuch confequence to the Union ought
to Le put into-a ftrong poiture of defence ;
they, therefore, pray that their fortifications
may be completed, and furnifhed with artil-
lery and military flores.—Referred to the
committee for the protetion of commerce
and defence of the country.

Mr. KitTeRA prefented a petition from
inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon, in
this ftate, ftating, that they viewed with con-
cern a defect in the laws-of the United States,
which fuffered perfons employed by the Uni-
ted States, after they were difcharged from
office, to publifh with impunity the fecrets of
Goyernment, and praying that meafures may
be adopted to prevent tlusevil in future.~—
Referred toa feleét committee of three mem-
bers. Thisreterence was carried 39 to 37.

Mr. D. FosTeRr, from the ccmmittee of’
claims, to whom was'referred a motion to en-
quire_whether any, and if any, what altera-
tions are neceffary in  the a&ts for the relief of
Invalid Penfioners, made a reporton the fub-
ject, containing a variety of reafons to fhew,
that on the ground of juftice and policy, it is
not expedient to.make any alteratigns in the
exifting laws on that fubject. The report was
cotmmitted.

Mr. SewaLr, frem the committee on com-
merce and proteftion, to whom was referred
he meflage of the Prefident of the United
States relative to the depredations committed
upon a veffel in the harbour of Charlefton,
reported that there could be no doubt of the
facls being as ftated, and that it was another
inftance to prove the neceffity of taking mea-
fures for the protection of our coaft. They,
therefore, reporta refolution authorizing the
Prefident to build and equip allies, or
floatipg barteries, for that purpofe ; which
was referred to the committee of the whole on
the (tate of thie Union.

The Houfe againrefolved itfelf into a com-
mittee of the whole on the bill for an amica-
ble fettlement of limits with the State of Geor-
gia ; when, after ftriking out the words c/aim-
ing under 1ty in the st fection, and adding
two new feclions, the committee rofe, the
Houfe concurred in the amendments, and the
bill was ordered to be read a third time to-
morrow,

One of the feftions was moved by Mr:
Milledge, and wasin the following words:

“Thatfrom and after the eftablifument of the

faid government, the people of the aforefaid terri-
tory, fhall be entitled tu, and enjoy, all and fingu-

lar -the rights, privileges, and advantages granted

to the people ef the territory of the United States,

faid ordinance of the 13th day of July, "in the year
1787, in as-full and ample manner as the f;n.xde lax;c
poficiied and ct.:joycfi by the people of the fai 3 t
mentioned territery.”

The other, moved by Mr. Harper, was to
he following effett : :
ln‘c‘ Tll‘}:c from and after the eftablithment of the
af-refaid govrnement, it fhall not be lawful fof any
or bring into the faid territory,
lace without the limics of the
United States, any flave or ' flaves; on pain of for-
feiting 300 dollars for every flave fo brougat, one
helf to the United States, and the other half to the
perfon whio fhall fue for the fame, and every {lave
fo imported fhall be entitled to and receive his or her
freedom.”

When this fetion was propofed,. Mr.
THaATCHER moved to firike out the .Words
auithout the limits of the United Stares, {0 as to
have made it unlawful to have brought any
flave there, but the inotion was not feconded.
Mr. Sewarn witbed the Houfe to gointo d
committee of the whole on the bill from the
Senate to anthorize the Prefident to purchafe
one or more folinderies.  Lt.waswell known
the United' States Werd very deficient in can-
non, which could not be got, he bc[\cved in
a better way than by giving the Piefident the
power propofed. y .

Mr. Haxper withed the gentleman from
Maflachuferts to fuffer his motion to give
way to one which he propofed to make for
going into a commitice of the wlhole on the
reportof-the commitiee of ways.and .means,
relative to the appropriations for the military
eflablifhment, as there was:at prefenta num-
ber of officers in the city waiting ior their
pay, which they could not receive,’ until the
appropriations were made, as the 100,000 del-
lars which were appropriated on account,
had been already expended. .

Mr. Gires hoped the Houfe would go in-
to a commiitee of the whole on the ftate of
the union generally. The Houfe had re-
cé¢ived a meffage from the Prefident a week
ago of'uvery alarming nature, which he tho’t
itwas time to notice. He was himfelf ex-
tremely anxigus to know \\h;ft it,was the ob~
jéct of gentlemen to do in this bufinefs. -

Mr. GarraTin faid, if there was an/im-
mediate occalion for making “appropriations
for the military eftablithment, he f‘nou_ld not
oppofe the motion of the gentleman from 8.
Carolina ; but on the firlt of January there
wis a very conliderable balunce unexpended,
and therefore he believed it was not neceffary
to take up this fubject at prefent.

Mr. Sewa LL thought, that if there was no
balance in hand, their could be*no difficulty
in paying the officers, in confidence thatan
appropriation would be made. - Itwas imme-
diately neceflary to attend the {ubject of pro-
curing cannon, as the frigates could not go to
feauntil they were got. He did not know
that they could immediately be furnifhed b):
the means propofed, but he fuppofed it would
be necéflary to adopt fuch a meafure in order
to feccure,not only. the prefcnt but future fup-
plies. As to going into ‘a committee of the
whole on the ftate of the union, he did not
know that there was any.immediate neceflity
for that. :
tended,to take up any particular fubject which
had been referred (o that committee. .He
hoped they thould firft take up one propofi-
"tion, and then another, until the whole were
agreed to ; but he thought it firlt proper to
take up the bill from the Sq_nate, which was
referred to a feparate committee.

Mr.T. CLAIBORNE faid, if a nungbcr of
officers were waiting in the city for their pay,
he hoped the bufinefs of appropriation would
be gone into, asto keep them in the city on
expences was to diminifh their pay. Asto
the Founderies,he theught it was time enough
to take up that fubjeét ; he himfelf fhould be
decidedly oppofed to the meafure,”

Mr. Bavrpwix underitood that a motiea to
go into a committee of the whole onthe ftate
of the Union had preference’ of every other.

The Sepeaxer faid it liad ; but he did net
hear the motion feconded.

Mr. B. faidhe feconded the motion. He
thought the houfe had acted very propetly on
this occafion. ke was pleafed that they did
not, immediately upon receiving the Prefi-
dent’s meflage, hurry into the fubject, but
that they had taken time to refleét ‘upon it.
He was fure, however nothing that he could
fay could fhew, more forcibly than the me(-
fage itfelf, its importance to the interefts and
happinefs of the United States. He thought it
was now defirable to go into the bulinefs as
calmly as poflible, and begin to exchange
their fentiments upon it. Itisa fubjecton
which the citizens of the United States are at
this time deeply engaged, but they juitly look
up to their Reprelentatives s having the
beft information on the fubject, to learn what
is to be the iffue of their deliberations. He
withed their anxiety to be in fome meafure
relieved by an entrance being made upon the
difcuflion. He confeffed he had never witne(l-
ed a period which called fo loudly for atten-
tion, as the prefent. He could not remove
the fubjeét from his ‘mind; he not only
thought of it when in that houfe ; but when
he lay on his bed, his thoughts were. ftill en-
gaged upon it. Indeed, no man who had the
good of his country at heart; could help being
deedlyatfected bythe prefentfituationofthings.
Hehoped, therefore, the houfe would refolve
itfelf into a coinmittee of the whole on the
ftate of the Union.

Mr. O71s. It was well known that he had
been uniformly of opinion, that the Houfe
ought, from day to day, to go intoa commit-
tee of the whole on the ftate of the Unidn, and
he was gratified in hearing the fame fentiments
from others. = He thought the fubject ought
not to be delayed. The motion was, howe-
ver, unexpected from the gentleman who
broughe it forward. He could not fay that
he was prepared to gointo the fubjett to-day.
Astherefeemed, however, a greatdefire, from
what had fallen from thie gentleman fromGeor-
gia (every fentiment 6f which he concurred in)
to go into this bufinefs, he fhould’ be willing
to-morrow to enter upon it, ‘when he hoped
they fhould go into it with one 'heart and one
confent, As the appropriations for the mili-
tary departrent were pretty much a matter of
courfe, he hoped that bufinefs would be got
through to-day. With refpeét to the motion
of his colleague (Mr. Sewall) to go into the
{ubject which he propofes, would be in fub-
ftance to go into a committee of the whole on
the ftate of the Union, asit is intimately con-
nelted with fubjefts referred to that commit-
tee.

Mr. Harper trufted the gentleman from
Georgia would give him credit, when he af-
fured the houfe he had as great a defire o go
into a committee of the whole on the ftate of
the union, as that gentleman; or any other;
but whilft he felt this defire, he alfo knew that
it was neccffary to pafs the annval and ufual
appropriations for the military eftablifhment.
As to the furplus which the gentleman from
Pennfylvania had mentioned as unexpended
oti the firft of January, that nad been paid for
the fervices of 1797.  He hoped, thercfore,

due meafures to diminifh and deftroy the evil,

the motion for going into a commitree of the

: joiced to find  that gentlemen now felt

whole on the f(tate of .the union would be
withdrawn, until, this bufinels 'was' pone
through ; afterwards, he fiould beone o the
laft perfons to objeét to it, ‘Indeed, he re.
that
this
not

anxiety on account of the fituation of
country, which every good citizen could
help feeling.

Mr. J. PARKER hoped the military"a pro-
priations 7 ould be proceeded with, othepwife-
it would be impoflible to camply with that Jai
which fays the pay of the army: fhall never be
two monthsinarrears, Nobody would*be more
aeady than he to go into a committee of  the |
whole on the {tate of the -union; he hoped |
the houfe might do this to-morraw. I

Mr. Ma coN concurred in opinion with the
gentleman juft fat down. Lo

Mr. Gires had no particular objection to
the;biifine(sdying over till to-morrow, * But
when'the Prefident fent his meflage, it was'to
be&xpected fome notice would be taken of'it,

From the befl judgment he conld give it, it
involved the queltion of peace'c/wur to this
country ; and he thought gentlemen muft be
prepared to fay which of the two ﬂdtqs they
withed.  -Withirefpect to the congratuiations

of gentlemen ‘that others feemed noi: fenfible. -

of the perilous firautiomof our country.  : He
confelled his fears had long been awakened in .
ihisrefpect’; all he believed were impreffed %
with the eritical fituation in' which we ftand, <.°
but there'is a_ difference of opinion as to the
means of extricating ourfelves. H(_f had al-
ways been in favour of every lnécelfary mea- -8
fure for the defence of the country ; butop-. .
pofed to all extravagant meafures. He thould
ftill act inthe fame way.

The other motions being withdrdwn, the
houfe refolved iffelf into a”comumittee of the A7,
whole en the report of the Commitice of ;
Ways and Means on the appropriations necefs
fary for the Military Eftablifhment, for_the
prefent year ; when the blanks were filled
with the {ums eftimated o be 'neceflary by the
Secretary. of War, fintil the article of fubfi{-
tence came under confideration ; when

Mr. GALLATIN moved to ftrike ont 25
cents per ration, forthe purpofe of infertin
20 cents, which was. the price, churged la
year, and provifions were rather fallen than
rifen’ in price. * Indeed, it was obfervable,
that the rations had everyyear been advanced
a few cents; in 1795, they were charged onily
15 cents, lat year'zo cents, ‘and now 2.

‘Mr.HaARPER believed ra‘ g smight be got
at 20 cents ; 'blit itiwas necc  .ry for the con-
tractors to depolit fix moaths provifions in ad-
vance in the different pofts, which occafioned
a confiderable expence ; and befides this, it
was cuftomary for friendly Indians to vifit all
the pofts,and whenever they did o, it was né»
ceflary to entertain them. He fuppofed the
additional Zve cents were to'make up for thefe
two circumftances.” It would remain with'
the committee whether they wonld allow the
additional five cents, or hercafter make good
deficiencies, as they found it neceffary to dg ?
forlaftyear. ' ; : h )

Mr. GavLrarix faid, that there would be
no. need to.take into aecount the fix mouths
advance .of provifions, as that was included
in the deficiencies which were now to be pro-
vided ‘for; dnd if a greater number of rati~
ons was wanted, it fhould be fo exprefled, and

+He dic not knew that it was in- |

| notadd co. the. price of the rations., And .if
rations were to be provided for the Indians,
they ought to be put under a diftinét. head,
and not under the head of fubfiftence for the
officers of the army. . In'1797, indeed, there
was under the head of the Indian Department,
100,000 rations at 20 cents, which was the
[ proper way of placing the bufinefs. “1frati-
ons could be got at 20 cents, and they were
charged 25, the overplus-would not go to the
‘ purpofes whichhad been mentioned ;" but the
officers, whoreceived money, inftead of rati-
ons, ‘would receive 25 cents, inftead of z0.

Mr. HarPER confented to the price being
fixed at 20 cents, and after a few obfervations
from Mr, J. WiLLiaMs in favour of 20
cents, and of having the allowance for the
Indians mentioned feparately, the motion was
put and carried, - ° X

It was propofed to appropriate 3,000 dollarg ¥ |
for three additional teniporary agents, to trade '
with!hedlndiuns. !

Mr, GaLtATIN moved to ftrike out this
article He thought there was as many agents
already asweteufeful; befides the Jaw confined
the expence in this refpect to 15,000 dollars,
fo thatif thefe additional agents were to be pro-
vided, it nuift be by a fupplementary law.

Mr. HarpEr faid, whether two additional
agents are neceflaryor not, is mere matter of
opinign, and he was inclined to take the opi-
mon of the ‘Prefident and Secretary of War,
before that of the gentleman from Pennfylva-
nia; - Mr. H. infifted upon the Prefidents’
right to appoint more agents, if he thought
them neceffary.

‘The motion to firike out was carrigd '34 to

29.
Mr, HarPER moved an additionalitem of
100,000 rations at 20 ceats, under the head 6§
the Indian department, for the ufe of the In-
dians who vifit the pofts, whichwas negatived
28 te 27. ;

The item of 164,000 dollars for cannon and
arms, was agreed to be omitted, and confider-
ed in the bill which relates to the purchafing
of founderies. .’

Mr. HArP &R then propofed two additional
items to make good the deficiencies of laft
year, which were agreed to'in blank.

The committee then rofe; and the houfe
took up: the amendments reported by the
committee.. All were agreed to until the
Quiarter Mafler’s Department ' came under
confideration, when

Mr. GALLATIN moved to ftrike out 200,000 |
dollars, for the purpofe of inferting 150,000,

A great part of this expence, he faid, was in-
curred ip tranfporting our troops from one
place to another, and now they were ftation-
ed, he thought the fum he had mentioned
would be very ample. Indeed, he fhould not
have been in favour of fo large a fum, only
that fome veflels would be neceffary to be .
built wn the Lakes.

Mr, HARPER faid, this appropriation was
included laft year along with tne Indian De-
partment, Defenfive Protection, Bounties, &c.
for which 300,000 dollars were appropriated,
and” they found there was ‘a deficiency of
50,000 dollars. Heé could not fay under what
head this deficiency arofe, but it was chicfly
under that of Quarter mafter’s Department.

As the eftimate was 200,005 dollars, he hoped
that fum would be agreed to, as the Secretary
of War was more likely to know what was ne-

ceffary than any gentleman in that houfe
could be,

Mr. GaLLAaTIN contended,that on a com-
parifon with the expences of former years,
the fum he propofed, was quite large enough.
The deficiency of laft year of 50,000 dollars,
which. the gentleman had mentioned; ought
not to have taken place. The Secretary of
War was not juftified in expending more in
thefe contingencies than was appropriated
(except in cafe of neceflity) otherwife the Se-
cretary of War, and” not Congrefs regulated
the expenditure of money. 1t would be ne-
ceffary t0 enquire into this bulinefs, and ex.
cept fome prefling necellity could be fhewn
for going beyond the asipropriation, he
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