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COMMUNICATION.

French Reofons for condepning an, American
Peflel and CePgo.

That the Rble d’Eanipaze, prefented by Cap: *
yuipage, p ! F

tain Laurence, veither contains the domicily nor
the plicc ¢f birth of the individuals there'n in-
ferted); that the couttyis only mentioned of
fevon of thein, ‘out of twelve that are therein

. T . ]
inctuded ; that neither the role or the engage-

ments ate dated, contraty to the exprefs delive
i1 the printed part ‘at the top—That no docu-
ment proves that Captrain Lavrence has been
autherifed by the: public officers appointed for
that prrpafe, to take on board the Supercargg,
ar his fervant, which be terms Paflengers, and
Gtavliich the role makes no mention.

“That the DireQlory decreed, that conformable
terth lave of 14th February 1793: the difpofi-
tions of the regulations of 211t Odlober 1744,
aud of 36t July 1778, concerning the manner
to prove the preperty of neutral fhips, apd pror
perty faail he executed according to their form
sad tener; that, inconfequence; every Ameri
ey vellel Malh b made a good QZ: ofy that
fiall nor have on haard a role d’equipage in dus
Serm, fueh as ts prefleribed by the model already
mewtioned, of which the exscution igordered
Ly ihe 25th and agth articies of the aforefaid
Lreaty.

That from theace it can o longer be doubt-
ful, thar the fhip Fiato ought to be condemner]
2 wond prize <=1 hiavthe certificate of the Conful
of the Umited Siaies, refiding at Leghorn, isupon
a fheet of paper annexed to the role d’equipage,
and upon - which ajone he has put. his confular
foni, ~vben it ought to hawve been placed equally
wpen tie prinepal fbect ; does not do away
the nisllities reterred to, as it contains nei-
ther the catifes of the crew being changed, nor
the place of birth or of refidence of the individu-
als, nor.the names of the paffengers, nor the
adls of engagements and of fhipments, nor, in
fhort, the proof that the eriginal role d’equiipage
had been figned by the public officers of the
place of his departure. .

That fince the fhip Plato is found in the ca’
of condemmation, it ought to be confidered as
enemy, and confequently according to the! th
article of gth title of the marine ordinances of
7681, which havenot'héen ibrogated, thie car-
g0 ought equally to be confifcated.

That it.cannat bs alledged that thisariicle re-
fers ouly to veflels taken underthe enemy’s flag,
becanfe,the Thippers ought to aflure, themfelves,
by 2 /entabl; examinatiun, whether the ncutralie
ty of the vellel aninounced by its flag is otherwife
properly proved by the papers on hoard.

Done in the French Conful’s office, at Mala-
g3 it September 1797,

REMARKS.

Tere then is aninftance of a regular Ameri-
can vefiel, bound from Eeghorn (2 neutral port)
to Baltimore, being condemned,”and her cargo
allo, uniler the moil frivolous pretences This
vl had a role d’eguipage, figned by the A-
raérican Conful at Leghorn, bt becaufe the
erigina) role d’equipage from New-York, was
not produced, dnd there had been a changs of
fome of the feamen gither from death or deler
tion, and bevaufe the American conful placed
his {eal on a fheet of paper annexed to the rolc
d’equipage, “evben it ought to bave been donz to
the printipal; the vellel was confidered a good
prize, aud by the {fame logical reafening, the
¢argo was allo condemned. ’

“This is one fentence of the Terrible Republic.
This role d’equipage is the bell fyfiera that
could have been fallen on, to put anr feamen
into the hands of the Britifh, 25 upou this evi
dence alone they. can take their feamen on.baard
our veflels.

. “¥he role d’equipagg contains the name, birth,

refidence and citizénthip of the crew, and if |

born in Britain, and not in Afn'crica t‘)eforc the
peace, they are confidered Britifh {ubjets.

FROM A VIRGINIA PAPER.

Meflrs. Printers,

The dialoguelately publifhed in your Mufe-
um umfcr the fignature of ¢ Student,”
was well received by the public fo faras
my obfervation has extended ; encourag-

" ed by his fuccefs, I beg leave to trouble
you with another, which I over-heard the
other day between a Frenchman and a
Virgivian:—DBy publithing which I doubt
not but it will render equal fatisfaction to
your readers. And oblige yours, &c.

PuiLo-STUBENT.

Trenchman. - So.now my good friend
ohn Federal, we are now all citizens of the
world ; and T am come oyer to advife you
“what you fhould do. .
Vicginian. Advice! Monfeeus® Francots 3
do you pretend to give advice ?—And what
advice have you bronght with you Ve
T. My advi¢e is that you {hould not
“think fo highly of your  American liberty,
o fuppéle 1t worth keeping ; butghat you
fhould give itup, and become as free and
as ha as we are.
sV.‘)‘X‘s happy ! 4f you call your prefent
fituation happines, what muft you have been
ufed to ? :
F. Oh begar, it was fo very bad it could
~ not be worfe. .

‘V. What |—Did you begin to diflike
your black bread ? :

T. No :— Black breadis a one very good
thing : and we are now glad cqough to get
it. Do but join usand I think you will
{foon learn to like it. y o5

V. No that won’t do : black bredd would
foon turn four n an American ftomach.—
We are ufed to corn bread, good homany,

onz leather fhoes, and good fhirts.
ﬂrFt.g Leathéf fhoes and good fhirts ! Oh,
my friend, that’s Juxury. Wooden fbues are
very comfortable ;" and as to fhirts, they are
o mare neceffary than dreeches. -

V. If the French: think fo, that may be
all very well for them : but if you. are fo
cafily fatisfied, what could go wrong with

ou! : »
! F. Perhaps you have heard of the B{gﬂi:"z;‘
and that the noblefse could fans ceremonie,
have any one he chofe {ent’ to a dungeon
there for life. TR

V. Aye by Joye; but if one was to try
thefe tricks here wé fhould have our Habeas
Corpus and fwingeing damages for falfe 1m-
prifonment : ourjuries would not be very-
meércifal to thofe kind.of gentry.” =

T. Peérhaps youmight : but ‘the ham'k',A
Toord 1 that was aothing ; we did not mind
‘ It was‘a flea bite. We were twen-

#put- s all inat ance 3 andihofe whe were |

out would dance and fing as it aothing had

‘}Yfl‘,.'})el\c\'i i ory believe me, tucy. were not

| Freuchmen. 4

|~ V. Mot nfind imprifonmenziaa dungéon

Hor life 1 'ifyou didnot mind that, what the
dévil did you miid ?

I F. Weall minded what-we al/ Sfrity and

: nothing clfe.

V. Aad what &d yon gl ifeel then § or

i what could be worfe than the baftile ?

¢ F. Many things in France, my dear John

! Federal were'a thoufand times worfe: * We

pall felt cur taxes 3 we ail feltithe manner n
which they were-impofed ; and the manner
in' which they were levied.

V. Why, to be fure, taxed are -very bad
things ;* but I am afraid there is no-doing
well without them.

F. 1t was not the taxes we minded but
the abufe of them. In the firll placethe
nobility and - the ®*lergyy two very numerous
and opulent badies amongft- us, paid no vax-
es at all. :

V.. Why, they could beft afford it ; the
vich folks pay almolt all the taxes with us,

F. But not {o in France ; the rich were
catirely exempted. . But we could have
borne that, if that had beenall. The worft
was, that the intendants® of the provinecs
and their deputics had the whole . direGtion
as to who fhould pay taxes, and who not.

V. In America, however, it is very
diffevent.

F. The intendant could exempt or charge
any one as hc pleafed. His relations, his
friend, his deputies, their coufins, and de-
pendents, were favored or difcharged from
taxes as he’ pleafed : ahd the<whole bur-
den was to fall on the poor, the friendlefs,
and thofe who were the leaft able to bear it.

V. And how long had that curfed work
gone on in your eountry.

F. Some centuries, S

V. Some centuries ! It would not bave
lafted in America, fome hours. Why
zounds, man, if @ big man ‘was to try to
throw his: taes upon-one it would not be
enough td let him hear.of it at the county
court, I would make the whole continent
ring with it.

F. But wedid, and we bore other things
as bad. 'What de you think of the /a/t-tax-
es 2 Every poor family wastopay for fomuch
falt every year, whether they ufed it or no;
and there were from 3000 to 4000 poor
men, women and ehildren, fent to prifon e-
very year (and a large number of them. ira-
velled on a miferable journey to the ga!lics,)
for endeavouring to avoid the tax for the
falt which'they could not afford to ufe.

V. Bad ! very bad indeed Monfieur Eran-

¢ois ! I fhan’t like the name of France a-
gain for fome time. But could you -get no
jultice ? ’
I - F. No: for as our judges purchafed theic
| places, fo they camied on the market, and
! fold the law to the beft bidder. The fuit-
er who had the longeft purfe; or the hand-
fomeil wife, or a friend at conrt, cared ve-
ry little for what his antagonift could fay ;
he was fiire of his caule let the law be what
1t would,

V. Well now and that’s the -difference
betwixt you and us. If a rich man and a
poorman have a taufe in our courts, and
thelaw pretty equal between them, - T'd lay
three to one the poor man carried it.

F. Perhaps.he might. But again : the
game-laws ! you bave no game laws here I
think.

V. No. ‘T have heard of fuch in Eng-

4 1land where no one muft thoot on anothers

ground unlefs he pleafes.

F. Not fhoot on anothers ground unlefs
he pleafes ! What will prevent them.

V. Thelaw.

.F. That was not fo in France. Aud, in
truth, if it had been only eoming on ones
land to kill the game, there would pot have
been much in it : but it was what was call-
ed the prefervation of the game that was our
deftrudtion 3 and if their game had been on-
ly a. few innocent partridges. or cowardly
hares, or here and there a roguifh fox, we
fhould not have cared much for that : but
the wolves; wild bearsy and herds of wild
deer, that were quartered on us, laid walfte
the whole country : and if we attempted to
defend ourfelves againft them, and to fave
part of our creps, our herds and flocks,from
their ravages, the gallies for life was the cer-
tain punifhment. .

V. By Pharoah, Monficur Francnis, this
was Egyptian bondage— more bricks and
no ftraw.

F. Worfe than - Egyptian bondage.—
Not content with fending in upon us thefe
favage animals, to deftroy part of our har-
veft, they were prevented the ground being
properly tilled. There were laws for purfu-
ing ‘the game, which prohibited weeding
and hoeing] the crops, lef the young par-
tridges fhould be difturbed : ufing manure
that might bust the flavor -of the game.—
Mowing hay before a certain time, or taking
away the ftubble, left we fhould hurt the
covey.

V., Well thank God, we know nothing
of all that.

all the natural enemies of America.
‘Monfieur Franceis epvy will be bufy. What!

or, qiite to the time of the revolution : if
we had time I could give you fuch a hiftory
:yf the oppteflion of the lards of the feign=
jories within myown little neighbortiood;
Fand enumerate fuch aéls of tyranny, as
would make yeur heart bleed to hear thems

V. Much obliged to you Monfieur Fran-]
cois -z but I don’t like to have my heart
bleed. 1. feel a little too much of - that at
what you have faid already.—=Under fuch
oppreflion I do not wonder you were defir-
eus of a revolution. I only wifh you had
obtained it with lefs #lood and cruelty, and
fettled your governmenta littlebetter. But
how are you going on ? :

F. Weare not much afraid offoreignen-
emies ! nor have we any thing to apprehend
cxeept anarchy, confufion and famine.

V. Three companions bad enongh.

F. No, the twofirft we are ufed to ; but
the laft is rather an unpleafantvifitor. Ttis
notbecaufethecountry hasloititsfertility;but

that.
T\

Zour millions of people :

they could rot
P

when every one is to be either 2 foldicr or 2

F. The feudal law continued in full vig-'

fatefmin, none ave left bo till the ‘groum
or et ix the havvelt. ‘

V. Thav’s a bad: hulineTs, and inob to be
cured. bysall your,fiue {peeches = forlyou
kadw theve ismo Pcmching to, the ftomach,

as it has no ears.

F. Té be fuie the manufadurévs, tradef-
nien and Turmeisy have been dreadful {uffers
ers, aad thit mutt “be espeted at fuch 2
time, Bat then the glovious equality of
our nation.t thad’s.the thing. Think mr..
Tederal-what it is.ta have twentv<fonr mil-
lions of people and all exadlyequsli

V. But how will you' keep them exadily
equal 2 muft ndt induftry and’ Ecofiomy al-
ways acquire wéalth 1 and ought pot.a fa-
thier taihave a right) wf leawing. to his chil-
dren what he has igamediby bis jaduftry ?

F. Wie havs  femedy however for that;
a vemedy which will brifig all French citi-
zéns to goverd intheir turndy foorer or la-
ter, and for 4 fHorter of louger })eriod.

V. What can, that be ?

. X, Egnality, my friend cannot be pre-
ferved but by ‘cutting down all that rife a-
bave others—Thofe to whom France owed
its liberty, werc/grcat men, and ‘had great
merit ¢ but ‘their exiltenee was not to be
put into competition .with their country,
or with our [yltem 4f equality. - They hive
therefore all been cither mafacred or banifb-
ed.

V. I am very forry for it.

“F. It could notbe: helped—There is no
maintaining a complete {yltem of equality
without it. Some of their fucceffors bave
undergone, and others are now undergoing,
the fame fate 3 and the laft fet. who have
jult. come. into powet, muft foon, in the
{ame manner mghe reom for another erep :
and fo we fhall “all' live free, and die in: our
turns.

V. A very enviable fituation indeed.—
But what is all this to Americans whole
birth right 1s I.x'z'ertrv ?—The abufes that
you complain ef do not exilt in America ;
and our free conftitution is/juftly admired
byevery tme hearted American.

F. A conftitution ! I laugh at your con-
ftitution. | Wit} will you pretend to com-
pare Amgrica, with Franee.in that refpeQ ?

V. Read your own «dreadful accounts of
the torrents of blood which have ftained the
Trench revolution. 3 and *then turn to the
American hiftory and fee our federal gov-
ernm ent formed without one drop of blood,
without interruption to the ordinary courfe
of juftice, and without violatioa eveu of the
forms of civil harmony.

F. But mr. Federal confider the natural
rights of map. '

V. When we enter into fociety, we .ex-
change ayr natural rights forcivil rights.
The firft are the rights of a favage to prey
vpon the weak and helplefs ; the latter are
the rights of fociety, uniting\us for our ge:
neral happinefs and. mutual affitance and pro-
tection,

F. But why not have both ?

V. Becaufe they are incompatible. 2our
Equality leads to nothing but. confufion,
plunder and maffacres : the refult of which
unlefs your wild notions of liberty are car-
ed, will be a relapfe iato flavery, as the lef-
fer evil, {

F. Ah! Sir. dow’t: be feduced by your
prefent peace and profperity ; why will you
perfuade yourfelf that you are free and hap-
py, or truft to appearances, however favor-
able. .

V. Why now teireafon about it Monfieur
Francois ; would you ferioufly infit on my
taking phyfic becaufe you haye been fick ?
or becaufe you have the French diforder is it
neeeffary that / fhould undergo a Sal iva-
tion # i

F. It might be very good for you by way
of prevention.

V. And then perbaps my hiftory might
be the fame as the man’s who was well ;=
took phyfic te be better ;—and died. ¢

F. Ah my good friend, be affured that
the French navien interefts herfelf in your
following her in this-as in other fathions, and
that fhe earneftly wifhes that JAmerica was
at this moment exadly in the fame fituation as
France. :

V. Intruth I believe fhe.does; and fo do
Envy

when we enjoy all the trade and commerce
of thre worldtiin the £ull tide of fuccefs ;
our liberties fecured, our manufaGturers em-
ployed; our refources encreafing 3 fhall we

remove the bleflings of peace, order, liberty

and national profperity ({uch as neither the
apnals of hiftory, fbr the circuit of the
globe can equal) for what ? for anar-
chy, confufion and wretchednefs. God for-
bid ! ,Adieu— ;

From the EacLe; printed at Hanovery: New

. Hamp/bire:

Hearing much eof an&xtraordinary cir-
cumftance whichtook place on Moofe-moun-
tain, in this town, during the late vielent
rains, my curiofity was invited to make.a
vifit to that mountainy on the ealt-fide of
which a rupture ha# taken place.

The elevation of tlie ‘mountain forms an
angle of 45 deg. confequently it is very
fteep in this place.

About forty rods above the foot of the
mountain, -the. eruption began. - Here the
foil, loofe ftones and rubbifh appeared to be
abouit’ thice feet: deep, lyiing wpon a folid

rook which compofes the mountain. < The.

depth of foil encreafes as you defcend the

mountainuntil At beeomes:& 5 feet deep at;

the hottom, b The earth, looft: ftores apd
trees, begditto decend:fhe mowntain about
40 rods frony it8 bafes -forming a channel of
about' fix rods wible at its begiuning, and
inereafing to about twelvey: fweeping every
thing to the bottom, tearifig up trees and
rocks of an enormous fize, the dire&tion was

immediately down - the mountain, uotil the !

heavy rubbufh formed a little mountain of
itfelCat the bottom: the light rubbith, {fuch
as trees, - fmall rocks, &c. took another di-
redtion, forming an angle of 30 deg. with
its original dire&ion, aod -about 19 rods,

farther; and 260 trees were tumbled toge-

ther la the wilde®t diforder you can imagine.

(

b

. LY ‘
This forming another obfrafiion to the e

ruption, it took: ifs fielk dite&icn and 'ran !

‘ahout 15 rods farther, and ¢ven here ftones
wwere cartied, :meafuring 12 feet in length,
and three fect on-each fide. From. the
circumftance, you may form fome. faiat i-
dea of the amazing foree, which the erup-
tion had fere. b £ ;

From infpeGtiony. the caufe of this phen-
omenon, is eafily inveftigated. Duriag.the
violent rainss the miouitain . becawe fulli of
watér, and n8t ‘only ‘the ‘water ‘which'ran
down on, the top of the {olid racky but Tike-
wife the whole body,  with srhich the
.mountain was impregnated, burfting thro’
the crannies and apertures of the {olid rock;,
a terrent wasformed, “which {pread devafla-
tion, before | it.—T'he Warter to appearance
was 12 feet higher than where the rubbifi
thrown up, ‘and even afteryou came
fome diftance into the level land, fromethe
bottam of the mountain,the trees arebriifed
with ftanes, tadeet above the gronad: One
ftone I meafured 23 féet in'length and 3
feet op each fide,, was carried and funded 19
feet above the natural {urface of the ground.

Hanover, O&: 105, 1797 ‘
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
WEDNSSDAY, DECEMBER 20.

Mr: Macoo was perfuaded that it would
be of advantage to the revenue, asvell as
agreeable to citizens inthe habit of diftilling,:
if perfons were allowed to- take out liccnfes
for a fingle week.  He therefore propofed
a refolution direéting the committeecf ways
and mean to réport on the expe®iency -of
{fuch a meafure, by bill or otherwife.” A-
greed.

The. houfe again refolved itfclf into 2
committee ofthe whole, -on the bill for the
relief of North and Vefey of Charlefton;, and
the pelition having been read, tlie amend-
ment propofed ' yelterday by Mr. Cbit,
to leave it to the colle€or of the Port to af-
certain the quantity of fugar deltroyed, was
agreed to 48 to12 ; the committee rofe,
the houfe concurred, and the bill was ér-
dered to be engroffed for athird reading to-
morrow:

Mr. D. Fofter reported a bill for the re-
lief of the reprefentatives of captain George
Hurlbut, which was twice read and com-
mitted for to-morrow.

Mr. Harper moved a refolution to the
p followiug effed ¢

¢ Relolved, that a committe¢ be appoiu-
ted to enquire whether any, and, if any,
what amendments are neceflary to be made
in the a& relative to invalid penfioners, and
to report by bill or otherwife.”’

Mr. H. faid, it muft be recolleéted that
frequent application had ‘becn made'to that
houfe by perfons who had been wounded in
the war, for 4 penfion, whe weuld have been
duly entitled to it, and te whom the houfe
withed to have granted it, had not their
claims been barred by the law of 28th Feb.
1795, with which- the petitioners- were gen-
erally unacquainted. '+ Some of thefe cafes
had appeared  to be' fo.hard, that in‘one or
wwo inftances the houfé had been indnced
to difpenfe with the law. He the’t, there-
fore, it-was proper the law fhould be recon-
fidered. 3

Mr. J. Parker feconded the motion~Fe
knew of feveralinftances where perfons were
juftly entitled to: penfions, who had never
heard of the a& ‘of 1795 until their claims
were rejected, whillt others, perhaps lefs
deferving, were in poffelfion of penfions.
He hoped they fhould not longer deny the
juftice which was due to the veteran woun-
ded {oldier. ' L ™

My. Macon believed that as all fubjetts
of this kind were conftantly referred to the
committee - of claims, they were of courfe
betteracquainted with the bufinels thau a-
ny other committee would be likely to be ;
he therefore ‘moved to have this refolution
referred to that commirttee.

This motion was fupported by Mef Coit
and Nicholas,and oppofed by Mefl. 8.-Smith,
Parker. Harper, Brookes and ~Swanwick.
It was, however, finally carried,” there be-
ing § 1 votes in favor of it. ot

Mr. Nicholas called for the ofder of the
day on the bill fufpending the fecond fe&ion
of theadt régulating foreign coingy ‘which
motion being agreed to, the houfe ‘went into
a committee of the whole on the fubjet ;
when .

Mr. Sitgreaves withed to propofe an a.
mendment to the bill, {oasto make it con-
formable to the report” of the Sele@t Com-
mittee 3 but, as he belieyed it would be dif-
ficult to incorporate fuch an amendment in
to the bill, without re-committing it, he
fhould move for the committee to-rife, with
a view of afterwards moving a re-committal
_of the bill. He would not recurto the ar-
guments ufed on a former, occafion in fup-
port of his motion. He wifhed to give the
Foreign coin in queftion a partial currency,

wards the mint. A ‘number of calculations
liad been made on this fubje&, when for-
merly under difcuffion, drawn  from an old
report from the Mint, which were very ia-
applicable to the prefent ftate of that eftab-

“ifhment. By the rgportiof 1796, it ap-

pedred that a greater proportion of Silver
than of Gold Coin had been iffyed;” bat by
this report, the Gold coin was neatly, dou-
bled fince . that time. It appeared; allo by
the report-of 1796, that the proportion jof
ebing depatited, “conipared with Ingots and
otlier Bullion'was vewy {mall ; whereas, by
the prefent report, it would _appear that
three-fourths of the whole amount of the de-
pofits in.Gold, had been made in coin, and

alfo fhew that the gentleman from Maryland

mark, when he faid, no bank in thé United
States would part with “their foreiin eoin
for the . purpole of re-coining, as not only
three-fourths of the Gold depofited had been

i coin, but it was almoft exclufively fram

 rying bis  poini,

which fhould-give it a natural ‘current to-:

the bank of the United States': :fgréat’p?dx‘
portion of the filver coin depofited had alfe
comz from' the'banks; and the dire&orins
formed ther that,in thebanks of NewYork
and this city, therewere the value of 300,000
dollarsin crowns, ré'aéy tobe fent into'the
Mint.  Thefe’ Rtaements farnithed - great.
reafon for doubting thejultoefs ‘of the in-
ferences drawn by géutlemen in the former
debare, and” ga¢d additional weight to alt
the arguments in fupport of the report'of the
fele&t committee. ~ It appeared by the re-
ports, thiat there had been iffued from tie
Mint of the Unitéd States, coins to the'va=
lue of 774,000 dollars: - He had niever feen

.any eftimate of the whole amount of the cir=

culating medium whick would be teceflary
in this country for” all its commnreial cou-
cerns, nor did he Enow uiponirhat data fuch
an' ¢ltimate ought<to be made:" but when
they faw the amount of the éoinifled,  and
recolle€ted the immenfe quantity of Spanith

! dollars in-cirenlation, as weil as bank paper
| bottomed upon aétual fpecié in the coffers

of the Banks, ther¢ could be little  doubt
that there was a'fufficient quantity of circu-
lating medium for all the purpofes of com-
merce; though the a&t of 1793 were now to
ge fully into operation, :without evén-the
partial fnfpenfion recommended by the fele€e |
committee. The oiily evil which' woyld re-
fult, would be, "the lofs which might befuf-
tained by the holders of this fpecies of coin?
but even if the law were fufpended for two
years, as propofed, the fame evil would in'a
great degree, then recur. « - Gentlemengreat-
ly mifcalculated, he faid, when they fups
pofed, that, in the mean timz, the foreigit
coin would, by degrees be brought into the
Mint. _ Indeed they fay, it cdnnot-be {pat-
ed from diftant parts of the country 3 @dif
fo, itcannot be expelted to come intosthe
Mint, without a legitimate foree to bring it
there. A partial {ufpenfion would produce
this effe@t; and whilk this coin was received
ed by the colleCtors, as ufual, ‘it could not
dimintfh greatly in its value. Tadeed, he
was of opinion that it would be beft to kecp
the law as it ftcod, andleave any reguldtion
which might be neceffary, to the Executive
of the United States, who had already or<
dered it to be received in the way' propofed
by the fele& committee, and who 'wotld be
the beft judge of the regulation from time
to time necellary.—With refpe& to- the'fo-
reign gold coin, as the Xah*‘;ifbﬁibitiﬁf{t‘ﬁa!
asa tender, did not take place’ foc fome
months, the holders of it might ‘get it out
of their hands, before its value was dimin-
ilhed ; audas to filver, he believéd the inju-
ry was already done. If the a& of 1793,
were therefore, fufpended, it would give
the crowns a néw value, and, at the eund of
two years, the fame objection would be dgain
urged, and the Mint, in the mean time would
be  without fupport.. . He'thought it was
proper, ‘on this oceafion, that thaofe who |
wifthed tofu pend the law, fhould come out
with refpect to the Mint.” * Heé thought’it
beft to go to the whole fubject now, aiid let
the a& of 1793 ftand, ‘or falt' with the Mint.
He moved that the committee rife for the
purpofe he had mentioned. Rl Y

Mr. S. Smith was not Mt forphiidr-at

what had fallen from  the gentleman from
Peanfylvania, ‘as ke ‘was defirous’ of éar-

Tt would'/be & véry
convenient thing, at this time; for the

- city of ‘Philadelphia ‘to get as much of the

money ~of the  Uuted States”  as
poffible intait. It would do away ‘thaw
fearcity of money fo heavily confplained ‘of.
But he did not think the gentléman had
fucceded in his atttmept to correét the fate-
ment formerly made by him. He' did not
fay that the banks of this city might not
fend coin to the mint, but that no bask 'at
a diftance ; for inftance, at New-York 'or
Baltimore would do it, as they always ftood
in need of their eoin for the fupply  of their |
cuftomers. - And he was warrauted in'this
opinion by the report before them, as mot a
fingle bank out of Philadelphia had ‘depefit-
ed a fhilling in the mint. ' And what]’ he
afked, had the banks in Philadelphia dore 2
Fe had merely dovbted whether they would
be able to fpare their coin~to feid te the
miot. = This was a different thing 'from -
banks ia general,’ They had always from
103 to 302,000 dollars of “government de-
pofits; ready for the eﬁg{mﬁégg.‘ gﬁvgrl-
ment ; and he thought it judicious in the
Secretary of the Treafury always to have
fuch a fum of money at command ; but they
might furely fpare a part of this money to -
be recoined. With refpect to the filver,
when they found the French crowns called
out of circulation, they  depofited tham in
the mint, becanfe they might as well be in
the mint as to lie dead in their vaults. Not -
one of the other banks ‘had depolited one
fhilling in gold 5 but the banks of North-
“America and Pennfylvania had feut in fome
filver ; becaufe it was. as well there ‘as in
their coffers.  But what has been. the.con-
fequence of this fteppage of foreign: coin 2.
It has brought - French crawns frozi7all
parts of the Union,  The gentleman had
faid that the Executive had given orders
for French crowns ta be received by our
colle®tors at 110 cents 3 -but how, he atked,
were they to be gat to Philadclphia? Were
‘they to be tran pgncﬁ at' the public ex-
pence ? Ifthey were, and he knew gf' 5_6 0-
ther way, it would pot-amonnt io atriding
fum, But would it not be doing an eliva-
tial injury to the citizens to take away from
tliem their ¢ath, withoyt feading any other
in its place? It certainly M}dﬁ;iﬁzi‘f‘iﬁ"gﬂe
to be®alled in, new ooin fhould be previoul-
ly iffued to take ity place.  1f what lead-
vanced pore hard upon the ming. of thie U-
nited States, he could not help it—he tho't
the mint_founded, in fofly... This was not

two-thirds of the filver.  This report would

(Mr. S. Smith) was not correct in his re-

the opinion :of the gentleman from Penn-
fylvania § it might be the intereft ‘of his
flate to fupport the “wiint, but he did wot
think it was the interelt o’f‘!hém on. Mr.
S. conceived another eonfequence, ifﬁ:é.lqw
refpecting gold coin was not fufpended.—
Merchants swere as defirous of exporting
gold coin &g fitver, and (hiere was as greata
difficulty in procuring it when it \was want-
ed 5 but if its circulation ivere to be ftop-
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