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{NOT PERFORMED THESE TWOYB.RS.,
- THIS EVENING,.

3 DECEMBER 15, kS Gy
Will be prefeated, a COMIC OPERA {wiittén by
the authoi of the Poor Seldier) called,

THE HIGHLAND REEL.

. Laird of Col, Mr. Warfén

Laird of Raafay, Mr. Waryell

' M'Gilpin, Mr. Harwond
Sandy; Mr, Maricall
Charley, Mr. Francis
Shelty, Mt. Bernard
Croudy, Mr. Bliflet
Captdin Dafhi, Mr. Mareton
Serjeant Jack, ir. Darley
& pie, Mr. T. Warrell
Benin; Mafller 1.'Eflrange

Moggy MGilpia, 2 %= Mis. Marfhail
* (Buing her fitftappeatance thefe! twelve months )

Jetny, . Mrs. Warrell
Mefl. Do&or,Lavancey,sully ,Laf-
ferty, Mrs. Warren, Mifs Mil-
bourne, MifsL’Eftrange,MifsAn-
derfon, Madame Harwocods &e:
: Vo conclude with

A 50T 8 REEL.

. By the Charaflers.
Po which will beadded, a FARCE, in two adls,

Lads & Laﬂ'es,

called,
THE SULTAN ;

CR,

A PREP INTOQ THE SERAGLIO.
Soliman, Mr. Moreton
Ofmyn; Mr. Harwood

Elmira, Mifs L’Eftrange
‘- ¥mene (with Songs) = Mrs, Warrell .
Roxaluna (for thar night only) Mrs. Marthall

TO-MORROW LEVENING
(Bv Dire) '
Venice Preferved,
WITH THE
Lying Valet.

y The new Comedy of WIVES AS THEY
WERE, AND MAIDS AS THEY ARE, which
was received with the utmoft approbation—will be
fepeated on Monday-

Boux, ove Dollar ; Pit, thtee quarters of a Dol-
lar ; and Gallery, haif a Dollar. !

&5 Che doors of the Theatre Will open at five,
andthic curtainrife precifely at fiz @'clock.

Places dor the Boxes to be taken at the Office in
the front of the Theatre, from 10 till 2 o’clock,
and from 10 till 4 on the days of performance.

‘Tickets to behad at H.and Rice’s book-ftore,
No." 50 Market-fircét, and at the Office adjoining
the 1 heare. VIFAT RESPUBLICA !

WANTED,

: PERSON that can produce unexceptionable

recommendations, to’ perform a jeurnay this

. winter as far as the Obio—Such an one will meet

with encouraging terms, by applying at this office.

N. B- Some onc.acquainted with Harnifon

county, Virginia, and its acighborhood, would be
preferred Dec.'ye.—" a2t

N.O T1CE
To holders of FAMES GREENLEAF’s
and EDWARD FOX’s, Enyagements
N confequence of many having been prevent-
ed, from late nnavoidable circumitances from
ebtaining their Certificates, agreeable to former
notice.  The Truftees now inform them, they
are ready to iffue the fame to thofe who may ap-
ply within fixty days, at Ne. 8 Chefnut Street,
aad thofe who donot, will be confidercd as re-
linquithing their claim on the 3ggregate Fund
provided for their payment.
HENRY PRATT,
THCMAS W. FRANCIS,
JOHN MILLER, JUN.
JCRN ASHLEY,
JACOB BAKER.
December 1.

New-Theatre,
2 December 11, 1797.
THE Mawacers particularly requeft the con-
currence of the public in the abolition of a
cuftom, which has hitherto obtained, of giving a-
way or difpofing of RETURN CHECKS at the
Theatre.

They are aware that gentlemen are unconfcious
of any wrong dene to the intereft of thc infbitu-
tion by this practice, from a general, though mif-
taken idea that Checks are the reprefentatives of a
right to fo many feats in the Theatre, during an
Evéning’s Entertainment, and transferable at will 5
when in fa®, they were never intended as more
than tsbens by which the Door-keepers are enabled
to afcertain with the leaft trouble to the parties, that
they themfelves have been before in the I'heatre, or
yiid for their admiffion. . ]

+ Independent of the injury the Managers fuflain,
fuch a pradlice encourages a croud of idle boys and
other diforderly perfons to furround the doors of
the Theatre, to the corruption of théir morals and
the great'annoyance of the Audience.

It has alfo been the fource of two evils of no in-

confiderable magnitude; cne is, that fometimes
very improper company is by thefe means admit-
ted ; and the other, that owing te Checks pafiing
into difhoneft hands, they have been frequenaly
counterfeited to a large amount for the puspofes of
Sale.
. This ftatement will, it istefpe&fully hcged, in-
ducethe Public to difcourage fucha traffic : apd
the exertions of the Managers will, if thus affifted,
weafily prove adequate to its entire abolition.

~WIGNELL & REINAGLE.

December 13 w
Public Sales of India Goods
e AT New-York,

" “Will commence on Monday the 18th inft.
by A L. Bleecker &5 Sons ;
‘The cargo of the [bip Swift, Pierre de Peyfler,
Commander, jufl arrived from Calcutta, on
" @ credit of 25 4y and 6 months —
‘Canfifting of 279 bales of thé following ar-
" ticles :
“Manikpore )
Kirabod
Guzzena st 473
Addee & Baftas.
Emetie ;
Patna J
Jellepore
" Ouddee Coflacs
Tigerry Guzzenas
Beeboorn Gurrahs
Blue Guineas
Guillaudendiary Handkfs.
Doreas
Dacea Mulmuls
Tanda Coffaes
Santipore Muflins
Kermichee Romalswg
Chanderconah Nayanfook &
Bandanoe Handkerchiefs
The aboye Gaods to be fold without the
fmallétt referve.

Philadelphia, Dec. 12.

dtet
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w33 thisg thefe werechiquidated, the athers
were Unliguidated. .- In the Jatter théreswere |
opep-ageoynts af the treafury, and ifthey
were ot fettled in a given time, it Was' dot "
PHILADELPHIA, pofiible to check them ; that time had
FRIDAY EVENING, DECEMBER t3. | therefore been limited s but, with. refpe2
S SRS R to'lzqvtlijn'lo;gked ‘claims, the fame order had
not been taken, They were accounts fet:
tled, which never could be expeéted to be
b'arre:d, as the certificate was a fort of nego-
- tiable pote from the government.  If this
+had not béen the view of of the legidature;
‘w!ly except thefe claims from the a@s of li-
«mitation % It was clear, therefore, that they
| ftood on 'quite different ground from the de-

/}Ib? Qgﬁ%ff&
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
. TUESDAY—DECEMBER 12,

Dezhate on @ Motion for fufpendins-the vpera-
tion of an_A@ of Limitation.

A Concluded from yeflerday’s Gazctic.)

.~ Mr. J. Winvriawms faid, he fhould vote

for the refolution, though he thought it did

not go far enough, The holders of thefe
 kind of certificates had been infurmed that |
‘the at of limitation did not recach them ;

they therefore fuppofed theit claims would

never be barred: This being 1he cafe, he

thought they fliould agree to this refolution,

and leave the holders at liberty to fund

them, fince they had evidently been igno-

rant of the paffing of thelaw refpe&ing them.

Mr. BiLpwik thought fome of the ar-
guments on this fubje@® went too far. The
truth was they had not f{ufficient checks to
guard againft frauds. 'They had for 12 or
14 years been endeavauring to guard againit
them. Tf the refolution paffed, which per-
haps it ought, the fufpenfion fhould be for
a fhort time ; for thougl the public were
able to guard againft fraud, individuals
would be continually expofed to deceptions,
if this property were fuffered to be long a-
float.

Mr. Epwmonp faid, that notwithftanding
all the obfervations which had ben made on
this fubjeét, he could not vote in favour of
the refolution before them. He had heard
no argament fufficient to induce him to fet
afide the a& of limitation. They were to
prefume that this law was made after due
deliberation. Why, then, repeal it? Be.
caufe it was faid, there were certain, poor
foldiers, and others, poffeffed of. certificates
which were barred by this a&. It wag ex-
tremely eafy to paint the’ fituation of fuch
perfons in glowing colours. But when they
had paffed an aét of limitation, they were
not to fet it afide for particular cafes. This
would defeat theidea of limitation. They
muft, therefore, confider all perfons in the
fame fitvation ; whether a perfon was an
original holder, or had purchafed his certi-
ficate, was immaterial. The ftatute had e-
qually barred them. "Had circumftances,
fince the pafling of the a&, changed ? No ;
the only.reafon which bore any eolour, was,
that the law had not been fafficiently pro-
mulged. If there had been a negleét on
this head, thofe who had been guilty of the
neglet fhould redrefs it. Was it not made
as other laws were made, and promulged in
the fame way ?-But is it faid to be incorpo-
rated in a lengthy a@, embracing a number
' of other articles, aind ho referéfice was made
to it in the margin ; but it'was comprized
in the laws of a fingle feffion, making a fmall
volume, and had been promulged in the
fame way, in which penal ats which affe®
the lives of individuals, were promulged.—
However the fubjeét might be reafuned up-
on, it was faid that the fa& was, that the
law was little knewn. It was faid there
were meémbers in the houfe who were not
acquainted with this law.  'Was this, he
afked, an extraordinary thing ? .No one fup-
pofed that every member in the houfe was
acquaintcd with every law™ of the United
States. The foldier, who probably could
neither write nor read was not fuppofed to
look after the laws which were paffed every
feflion ; no, the members of the legiflature,
when they return home, take the laws with
them, and give the information to their
neighbours. - If they were not thus publifh-.
ed, it was owing to a culpable neglet.—
From all thefe confiderations, he thought
the law fhould be preferved.’

Mr. Brooxkes faid it was an extraordina-
ary doétrine, to fay, that though the mem-
bers of the legiflature were unacquainted
with a law, yet that individuals, who did
not look into a book once in feven years,
fhould be perfeétly acquainted with it.—
What would the people of the United States
think of this ? It had not the femblance of
juftice.

Mr. Macovw faid, on the principles of e-
quity; the ftatutes of limitation might be
looked upon as injurious ; but as no law
had ever been paffed with more notoriety
than the one in queftion, he could not have
believed, if gentlemen had not themfelves
declared it, that it fhould not have been
known to them. It was founded upon the
only ‘report which the Seéretary of the
Treafury ever fent to that houfe unatked
for, and it underwent as much debate asany
other law in the United States. Thefe
claims, Mr. M. faid, could ftand in no better
fituation than thofe of perfons who had not
been in the way of getting their claims fet-
tled.—Where both' had performed fervices,
both had the fame cquitable claims ; beoks
were the teftimony in both cafes.  If it were
neceflary, therefore, to take thefe claims of
the ftatute, it was equially neceflary to repeal
all the ftatutes of limitation at once. Mr.
M. mentioned aun inftance of fraud which
took place in Rhode-Ifland, by a fmall fum
being altered to.a larger in a certificate,
upon which the intereft had been feveral
times' paid,before it was difcovered. - It was
impoffible, he faid to guard againit frauds.
But he knew very well .that whenever the
claims of a foldier came up, the humanity
and philanthropy of the houfe were called
vpon to afford relief 3 but uo difference
ought t6 be made in favour of one clafs of
claimants more than another. . There had
been a number of hard cafes which had been
decided againit, from their being barred,

‘| and if they opened the door at all; it/ fhould"|

be opened generally.

Mr. GarraTiy faid, he fhould not have
offered any thing ‘more on the fubje&, but
for what had fallen from the two gentlemen
laftup. There ‘'was an effential difference,
he faid, between thefe claims and othiers ; it
. : :

[

{eription of ¢laims alluded to. - And let it
not be faid (added Mr. G.) that the hold-
ers of theic certificates ought to be acquaint-
ed with'thé'law which affe&s thefe claims,
if the United States owe a - debt, which
they do fiét mean to pay, éxcept prefeated
before a ¢ertain day for fettlement, it was
their duty fo to promulgate the law as that
it fhould he generally known. Muach had
been faid én the fcore of fpeculation. He
thought the'great zeal which was now (hewn
agaiaft fpeculators, ought to have been brot
inte aftion at an earlier period.  Ten years
agb the idea of diferimination had been dif-
carded, and he thought it too late to intro-
duce it now.  The gentleman from Connec-
ticut {(Mr. Smith) had faid, it was the du-'
ty of members - who were prefent*at the paf-
fing: of the law of 1785 to have oppofsd it
at the time. 'If the gentleman® alluded to
kimy he- was miftaken, as he was 70¢ 'a mem-
ber'of the houfe at the timie the a&t paffed.
Gentlemen who had fpoken againft fpecu-
lation kad confourded two things together,
viz.. perfons who 'had -purchafed thefe evi-
dences of debt of individuals fora trifle, and
thofe who hiad received them in a regular
way. It would be perfeétly . unjuft to put
the latter upon a worfe footing than origi-
pal holders ; if it were meant only to affet
the former, if the ‘bill could be fo ‘medified,
he fhould not objeét to it, though he believ-
ed gredt- difficulty would attend the infer-
tion offuch a provifiorf*and he hoped the
motion-wuld bé‘adopted in its prefent form,

Mr. AvrLcen withed the cemmittee would
rife, and have leave Jo fit again. He wan-
ted this matrer developed ; there feemed
fomething behind which did not appear ;
it was impoffible’ that a million of dollars of
this defeription of debt could lié inthe hands
of original holders. This bufinefs'had only
been 1ntroduced this morning, and he tho’t
it was not'well underftood.  He wifthed to
have alittletime forconfideration. He tho’t
alfo, that a neew fyflem of merals had been in-
troduced on the occafion, which oughtto
be examined.

Mr. Brookss and M. THATCHER were
oppofed to the rifing. : :

Mr. M'Dowent was in faver of it, that
gentlenien who withed to fpeak on the fub-
je@ might have an opportunity ; and that
their feelings, which had been worked upon
by highly colouring the _fdferingg of poor
foldiers, might have time to cool. He
fearedthe certificates in queftion, were chief-
ly *a the hands of ather perfous.

Mr. Cort had no- obje&ion to the com-
mittee’s rifing. The fum which had been
ftated as the-amount of the clafs of claims
under confideration was net correft—that
fum included a number of claims of a differ-
ent kind: i

Mr. GarraTin was perfedtly willing
that the commtttee fhould rife ; but not
frem the infinuations thrown out by the
gentleman from Conne&icut (Mr. Allen)
that the motion was wifhed to be hurried
through the houfe, or'that there was fome-
thing déhind which did not appear.  Hav-
ing declared he did not know a perfon who
had one of thele certificates, and not hav-
ing had any defire for the motion to pafs to
day, of courfe the infinuation could have no
foundation, as it refpeted him, though he
had. introduced the bufinefs, and he fhould
be juftified in taking no netice of it.

Mr. Avrvrex faid what he meant was, that
certain gwners of public paper of the Uni-
ted States had determined not to accept of
the terms offered by the government, but
to have fhilling for fhilling ; “and that this
fufpenfion was intended more to relieve per-
fons of - this defcription  than poor original
holders.

The queftion -on the committee’s rifing
was putand carried. They had leave to fit
again, ' Adjourned.

-
“WEDNESDAY—DECEMBER I3.
Delate on the lubjed of Foreign Coins.
The Houfe being in a Committee of the

whole; the following report of the Sele&

Committee was read.

¢ Thav it appears from the belt informa-

‘tion they-can obtain, that very liztle of the

filver com of the United States has circu-
lated at -any confiderable diftance from the
‘Mint, efpecially in the interior parts of the
country.

¢ That by the operation of the law which
provided that at the expiration of three
years after the coinage of 'gold and filver
fhould cemmence, at the mint, all foreign
filver coins, except’ Spanifh milled dollars,
and the parts of {uch dollars, fhould ceale to
be a legal tender : confiderable embarrafl-
ments have already beer produced, and ma-

-ny leiles fuftained, asa very confiderable

quaatity ef foreign filver coins other than
Spanifh milled dollars, and the parts of fuchi
dollars, was at that time in circulation.

“ Your Committee alfo find, that by the
operation “ofithe faid a&, all foreigu gold
coins” will ceife to be a legal tender after
thirty-firft day of July next ;. that a great
quantity of it is now in circulation, and muft
meceflarily continue fo until that period ar-
rives, as it will be fcarcely poffible for the
mint on its prefent eftablifhment to eoin a-
fufficient quantity to replace it.

“ Your Committee are therefore of opin-
ion, that provifion ought to be made by
law, authorifing and requiring the colle¢tors
of the revenue, to receive in difcharge of all
demands of the United States, foreign filver
coing other than Spanith nilled dollars and
parts of fuch dollars, at the rates, and un-

‘ceivable before the 1'5th day of October laft;
that thfsregulaiion thould continue:fortivo
years, and until the end” of the next Tefiion
of Congrefs thereafter. And that {o much
.of the faid a& as relates to the cirgulation of
foreign gold coinsy be fufpended for the like
time.”” :

Mr. -Pinckney moved that the report of
the Secretary of the Freafury on the peti-
tion of Robert Hazlehurft, -and others, of
the city of Charlefton; on the {nbjett of
weighing goods imported, be referred tothe
Committee of Commerce and Mannfa®ures.
This motion being agreed o, Mr. Pinck-
ney prefepted theipetition of fundry wh rf-
holders of  thatuicity orf ‘the famé fubjeét;’
which was reférredito the fame committee.
Mr. Gallati' prefented the petition of
Mary Ivings, formerly of New-Jerfev, but
now of this city, praying for compen{ation
for the fervices of her late hufband, and for
loffes fuftained during the war. . Referred
to the Committee of Claims.

A meffage was received from the Senate,
informing the Houfe that they. had appoint-
ed ajoint cnmmittee of Enrollgd Bills, and
requefting the Houfe would appoint cne on
1ts part.,

Mr. Swanwick ‘moved thatthe petition
of Edward Thompfon, which he prefented
fome daysago, and a reference of which had
then been oppofed by “the Chairmaa - of the
Committee of Claims, fhould be referred to
a Committee. . Agreed.

Mr. Gallatin wifhed. to know from the
Committee, why ‘the diftin&ion had been
made between Forzign Gold and Silver coin;
why they had not recommended the A& to
be fiffpended with refpet to Silver as well
as Gold.  He could net fee any real. = why
Crowns fhould not be alegal tender for pay-
ments in General, as well as to the Collec-
tors of the Revenue.

Mr. Sitgreaves rofe to propofe another
queftion to the Committee, His Colleague
had fuppofed the diftinétion which had been
madetbetween ForeignGold and Silver Coin
wagin favour of the Gtld, and would limit
the circilation of the, Silver coin.  He
fhould rather fuppofe. the ftrengthi “of the
diftin&ion was the other way, and he wiflied
to be informed what had induced the Com-
mittee to recommend a fufpenfion of the
laws refpecting Foreign Gold coin. . They
knew the Silver coin cireulated by tale, - the
value of the latter had been actually dimin-
ifhed by various means, fuch 3 {weating,
plugging, clipping &c. fo that there was no
methed of afcertaining, with precifion, the
value of - Gold-coin, without weighing it ;
and perfons not in mercantile habits, and
who were not poflefled of a pair of fealet,
were at a lofs to know its value. The infe-

oder the regulations by which they were re- |

rence he drew, therefore, was, that the !
fooner they could get the Gold coin out of |
circulation the better, and the quantity was

fo fmall, that no great inconvenience would

enfue from fucha meafure.
to filver coin, the provifion recommended |
would, he believed, occafion but little incon-

venience. But inftead of fufpending thc!
a& as it related to gold ' coin, he thought |
they ought to accelerate the period ofthrow-
ing that coin altogether out of circulation,
Mr. Venable (the Chairman of thecom-

from Pennfylvania, faid, that the diftinétion |
which the committee had made betwixt Fo- t
reign Gold and Silver coin, was founded on

this confideration, that the law relative te

filver had aiready been carried into effedt,

and the confequencés which would be pro-

duced by the provifion recommended, were

now felt ; and it was fuppofed that this re-

ftrition would be 2 means of bringing the

Foreign Silver fooner inte the Mint ; as if
it were not allowed to be a legal tender for

any thing but duties, its circulation would,

in a great degree be confined to the Sea®
ports, and whea the United States got it
into poffeflion, they would fend it to the

Miut, aad it would be re-ifflued in our own

coin. - With refpeé to gold eoin, though
there was little of it in circulation near the
Banks, there was a great deal of it in re-
mote parts of the country,where there wered
no Banks? fo much, thatit would be im-
poffible to bring it to the Mint, to have it
re-iffued  without fuftaining great lofs, and
without almolt being totally deprived, in
the mean time, of a circulating medium.—
And tho’ Foreign Gold coin was fubject to
the injuries which had beén mentioned, our
own Gold coin was equally fubje@ to them.
Few of the coins of the United States, he
faid, had found their way into the interior
of the country ; indeed, {o rare, were they,
that when they were met with they were
preferved with as much care as if they were
curious medals.

Mr. J.- Williams approved of the report.
In the northern parts of the ftate of New-
York, and the nortbern and weftern parts
of Vermont, confiderable merchandize was
carrried on with Canada, from whenc?hey
received gold coin in payment ; and if the
law refpeéting foreign gold was not fufpend-
ed, there would be no circulating medium
in that part of the country, as they had no
‘papers but all payments were made in dol-
lars, ‘crowns, guineas and half joes. - As to
a’ coin from the Mint of this Couantry (t was
with* them quitea curiofity. ~ *

Mr. Nicholas was not fatisfied with the
reafon which his colleague (Mtr. Venable)
had given for not going farther in the bufi-
nefs. He feemed to think that the law for
prohibiting the circulation of foreign coin
had already been felt, asit refpected filver,
He believed the firlt fhock had only been
experienced.  He did siot fec any advantage
to be derived from the regulation propofed.
It went to leflon the value of a certain kind
of property, inorder to enforce it.into the
mint of the United States; but until it conld
be fhewn that fuch a meafure would be of
fome advantage to the community, ~he did
not think that the houfe would be juttified
in_adopting it. It would be faid by the
people, and with propricty too, that they
had eftablifhed a Mint, but could not work

ty— be had always thought thse ettablith-

With refpe& |

mittee) in anfwer to the two gentlemen |

it without defrauding them of their proper- b

ment uldefs 5 andin orderto inke it other
wife, a plan was now contempla® torob
the people” of their property. If the fime
regulations were to be adopted wi:# refge&t
to gold, which were recommended® relajive
to filver, the inhabitants of the interior fart
of the Country would be wionped to ten

per cent-of their monied eapitals, as at pre-
fent a French crown would there pafs forno
more thai'a dollar; he knew many whore-
tained this kind of property in their hands,

becaufe.they would not fubmit to the lafs.

He faw-no reafon for prohibiting this kind

of coin; he believed it as good as any which

'could be given them in exchange for it, as

a proof of this the banks of this City recsi-

ved it at its original value, . "The fame obfér-
vations “would . hold gqc;d with’ refp.c&_to'

good coin.. He theught it .much betfer

that gold coin: fhould pals according to /its,

weight, than they  fhould pafs fanguinary

laws to punifh perfons for reducing its value,

He wiflied therefore,. that' the whole law

might be fufpended, as if the regulations

propofed were adopted, it would injare-one

party of the people, for no osher reafon thas

beeaufe gentlemen were determined to pre-

fevere inwhat he deemed always an errory

the fupport of a national Mint.

Mr. Champiin faid, the argiments of the
gentleman laft up did not go.to the prefent
quettion, but to whether we fiould have &
Mint, or not.  Mr. C. faid, when he firf
faw the law for prohibitiag the circulation

«of foreign, he thought unfavorably of it ;

but, from the information he Bad received
on the fubjec,  he now thought differently;
and believed, if the plan propofed by the
committee was agreed to, it would remove
any objeCtions te its operation.. He tho’t
the reafons which-had been affigned for the
regulations' were good. * With refpe@ to
the effe@ it would have on the Mint, as
Freach crowns were to be received in pay+
meut hy government; they would doubtlefs

| be recoined ; banks wou'd  alfo receive

French crowns, or parts. thereof, their ope-
rations would go on as ufualyand the value
of this fpecies of coin would not-be leflcued.
—The a& incorporating” the bank of the
United States had declared, that the notes
of that bank fhould -be received in payment
by the officers of the United States for du-
ties,which had givena circulatien to that pa-
per .more c¢xtenfive’ than any other, which
would of courfe havea tendency to leffen

the evils compleined of: - He was well fat-

isfied with this report : but, if any amend-
meat could be made to it, which could make
it more acceptable to other gentlemen, and
equally favorable to the Mint, he fhould rot
objet to it. e

Mr. Nicholas afked whether it would be
in order to move to infert a refolution in
the report. : _ 7

_The chairman anfwering ia. the affirma.

tive, v unl s

Mr. Nicholas faid, to agree to the report
as it {tood would be to fer one part of the

people to fpeculate upon another ; as A

thofe parts of the Union, ‘where little was
paid to the cuftom-houfe, a French crown
would pay for ne more-than a dollar, and it
would be the bufinefs of perfons living in
fea-ports to purchafe themat a reduced va«
lue, which-woidd be giving a different valug
to coin in diffcreént parts of the country, and
be an unjuft tax upon a large portion of the
people. SRR s

Mr. Harper agreed with the .gentleman
juft fat down, that if the coin of the Unit-
ed States was no better than  that which
they withed to ftop the circulation of, every -
thing which had been done inthe cftablifh-
ment of a mint was wrong. This point
had often been difcuffed, Tt was agitated
when the mint was. firlt cftablifhed, and it
was decided that the coin to be iffued from
the mint would be better than the coin then
in circulation ; mot becaufe a particular
piece of gold was of more value to aw individs
ual, but becaufe it was better for a nation to
have a coin of its own. It was op this ground
that the expence of the eftablitiment was
juftified..  Therefore the "gentleman was’
begging the queltion upon a fubje@ which
had long been decided. He was_far from
being glggie apinion of the gentleman from
Virgin
reduce the value of foreign eoin ten per
cent ; for, if'a French crown paffed for an
hundred and ted cents in the fea ports, it
would foon have the fame value zll over the
United States L and if the rttempt to por-
chafe them at an under-value were te be tria
ed, it would be found that a  competion
would produce their real value. But, he
faid, theugh there might not be much duty
paid in- fome parts of the country, there
were every where ftoreieepers who bad deal.
ings with the merchants in the 'fca-ports,

and who would be glad te receive them ia "
H: allowed fome

payment for theirgoods.
little inconvenience might arife, in thus en-
deavouring to promate the circulation of our
own coin ; but if the bufinefs was poftpon-
ed, the fame evil ‘would always occur + He
hoped, therefore, the regulation’ with ref-’
pe& to filver coin, recommended by the
committee, would be agreed to. Asto fo-
reign gold coin, he fhould with that to be
put wpon the fame foating, 'which would
bring it into the mint, and it would be turn-
ed into circnlation in a new fhape. ut
.the committee had reported a faet : ‘which,
if founded, was of importance, viz. *that
it was fcarcely poffible for the'mint to recoin
this money fo falt as it thould be brough:
in,”” If this were, fo, they muft either pot
call'itin, gu on in‘enlarging. the ~mint, or
have nio mint at ali.  ‘Buat ke 'did not take
the fa&l as ftaréd. " He believed thers was
no want of meehanical force ‘n the mint.

Mr. Venable interrupted. Mr. Harperto
fay, the committee did not mean that the
mint had not the neceffary mechanical foree;
but that they could not get fufficient bul-
lion for the occafion. .

Mr. Champlin wifhed to have the liberty of

ufceptible of diviion. - I it were, he thaoy

it would greatly thorten the deba e to di\{i_
The Chairman. anfyered the queftion mi

be divid:d. " o

A

at the propofedregulation would -

afking the chair, whether tlie queltion was mit,"

g
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