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UxiTeEd STATES, 7

Pennfyloanin. Diftridy, §4
N purfpagce oi° a writ.to. mgdirefed from the
honorible Riewars Prrers; g, Julee of the

£ !
Liiftriét Court. of the United States in and for the ]

VerinfylvaniaDiftridk, will he expofed to PUBLIC
SALE, at the Cullom-houfe, in th: city of Phi-
fadelphia, on Friday, the 17th inft. at 12 o’cloel
at noon,
%
2 hampers of Earthen W
i box of Indign
1 Box of Werchandize
1 half bagrel do.
Yo hags of Coflee
1 barrel of- Salt Petre

2 barrels \
of Linens N

1 keg

T itunk

1 barrel of Sugar

1 bag of Pepper, and

Part of 3 bags of . Sugar
The tame having been libelled againk, profécuted
and.condemned as forfeited, in the faid Court.

WILLIAM NICHOLS,
2 Marfbal.
Marfhal’s Office, )

2d November, 1797.

PniTeDp STaTES, }I

dtS

Peunfylvania Diftrid,
IN purfuance of a writ to me dire@ed (rom. the

honerahle Riciaarp Perers, PMg. Judge of the
Dillrid Court of the United States, inand for the
Pennfylvania Diftrid, will be expofed to PUBLIC
SALE, at'the Cultom-houf® in the city of Phila-
delshia, on’ Friday, the 17th inft. at ¥2 o“clock,
at noon,

54 Silver Watches

30 gold Watches
§00 Watch Keys
The fame haviag beca libelled againft, profecutad
and condemned 25 forfeited, in the faid Court,

WILLIAM NICHOLS,

Marjtal.
Marfhal’s Office, )
ad Novembery 1797, §

To be Sold at Public Auction,
Onr Saturday evening, Noy. 4, 97, at '8 o’clock,
at the Merchants’ Coffee-houle,
dols.

1 Nofe drawn by James Grecnleaf
in favour of and endorfed by Edward
Fox,.dated gth Auguit, 1796,due itth
O&ober laft,

2 do. drawn by faid  James Green-
leafin favor of and endorfed by Ed-
ward Fox dated sth- ~uguft, 1796, at
4mouths date, 1 payment dols, 2581
12, 1681 14, and 2631 [4, amount
together :

3'de. do. of fame date, drawn and
endorfed 4s aforefaid, payablein eight
months, payments, dols. 2693 75 each,
amount together

3 do. do. of fame date, drawnand
endorfed as aforefaid, payable in 12
months’ payments, dols, 2693 75 each,
amount together

dtS

cis

8043 41

8081 2§

8081 35
25505 91
1 dia’t dfawn by Robert Morris on
JohnNicholfen; dated 28th May, 1796,
at’ 12 mouths ; 5200
1 do. drawn as aforefaid,at two
years )
1 do: dfawn by John Nichel«
fon, onRobert Morris, dated 28th
May, 1796, ¢ 3 years
1 do.drawn as aforefaid,at 4
years

5000

5000
5000

The faid drafts are fecured by fhares
in the North America Land Company
and endorfed by James Greenleaf
1 Note dated Boflon, 18th May,
17945, dfawn h): ‘Thomas Dawes, jun.
in favor of Thomas Grcenleaf, paya-
ble 1t January, 1798, endorfed by Da-
niel Greenleat, Henry Newman and
James Greenleaf
1 d6. dated Bofton, 18th Noy. 19955
drawn by Paniel Greenleaf, in favour
of Thomas Dawes, jun. payable 1t Jan.
1798, endorfed by Thomas Greenleaf,
Henry Newman,and James Greenleaf
3 Notes, dated Bofton, 17th Nov.
1795, drawn by Benjamin Halkell, in
favour of James Greenleaf, payable it
Jaouary, 1799, endorfed by faid James
Gcenleaf and Nahum Fay, dols. 5500
X §00—1000
3 do. dated Boften, 17th Nov. 1795,
drawn and endorfed as aforefaid, paya-
ble 1ft Jan. 180, one payment, dols.
6200, §000, 4C02 15200
One bond, Zachatriah Cox to James Greenleaf,
and affigned by him, dated the 21ft March, 1795,
in'the fumn of ten thoufand dollars, conditioned for
the conveyance of 25200 acres of Land, near the
town of Frederica in Glyncounty Yand (ftate of
Geergia, the faid band full due.

Fobn Connelly, auctioneer.
Q&. 18.

To be Soldy by Pubiic Vendue,
On’ Monday, the 13th day of Novémber next,
at 11 o’ clock inthe forenoon, at the late dwel-
ling pl:\ma:ion of ALEXANDER PORTER, Efq.
decealed,in the Hundred and County of New-
Caltle, :
All the Stock of the faid Farm,
Confilting of horfes fit for draught or faddle,
colts, fat cattle;, milch cows, calves, feveral
pairs of large and valuzble oxen, - Sheep and
hogs (all the horned cattle and theep, being of
a very largeand fine breed) and alfo carts, har-
rows, ploughs, and other farming utcpﬁls, to-
gether with a variety of houfthold furniture.
The conditions of Sale will- be made known,
at the time and place afprefaid. <

Mary Porter, Admrx.

New Caftle Hundred, State of
Delaware; Oét. 20y 1797+
g4 All perfons indebted to the eflate of the

faid Alexander Porter, are requefled fo make

payment, and thofe Who have demands ggainﬂ

the fame, to producethem duly authenticated,

for fettlement.
0a. jzo.

dtS

AL %f

o Univetfity of Pennfylvania,
Oddober 27, 11797
THE different Schiools of the Univerfity will be
opened on Monday, the 6th of November ; of
which, all who. are conceaned, are requclted to
take notice. ¢
By erder of the Faculty.
g » Wwm: ROGERS; Secretary.

- ._‘—-—-——‘——‘._’-in ~
Choice St. Croix Sugar and Rum

Coffee ; : .
Madeira and Teneriffe, Wine

For Sale by
Fames Yard,
No. —,£outh Fourth-fireet.
0&. 6: diw
Wanted, a Wet Nurfe.
Healthy Weman, with a gnod braaft o
Milk, and fatisfadlory recommendations,
wiil hear of an agreeable fituation, by applying
at the office of this Gazette. -

e Gasette.
P I LAD ELPHIA,
FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 3.

For the GazZeTTE of the UNITED STATES.

Philadelphia, Ba. 211, 175‘5{.\

Dzr. Wirriam Cuxrik.

( Concluded from Yeflerday’s Gazetie, \
SIR, :

You appearto derive canfidérzble firength
to the affertions you fo confidently make as;
1o the impoftation of the infe&tion in the
wearing apparel and bedding of the Avrethnt
fa’s crew ; by repeating another affertion,
that it was impoffible for the ftench emitted
from the fnow to caule the difeafe, asthere
is no inftance of difeafes arifing from vegeta-
ble putrefaction, becoming ' eontagious,—
Not being a medical mah, T will not pre-
tend to affert with equal confidence the con-
trary: 3 all that T-ean. fay is, that fome of
thofe who have been your preceptors .in medicine
entertain the very opiniont you oppole—I muft
refer the enquiring reader to Dr. Cleghorn,
Dr. Clarke, and many other refpe@able au-
thorities in medié¢ine, who I am informed
are frequently quoted in fupport of the o-
pinion, that fewvers arifing from animal ¢ffluvia
and wegetable putrefadion, are equally conta-
gious. " In a point, about which the faculty
are divided, sodefly ought certainly to have
taught a yeung author, to ufe lefs harth ex-
preffions than thofe you have applied te the
phyficians who are oppofed to your opinion.
Thus to fay, * they betray the moft un-
pardonable remiffnefs in their refearches into
the nature and biflory of difeafes 5 or wilfully

P

Jbut their eyes againft evidence that would

| enforce convidion in every mind not aluated by

Jome ‘malignant ‘motive 3 that they are vnac-
quainted with riedical biffory,  and ungqualificd
to-difcérn the ‘connedtion between caufe and ¢f-
fe& ; is a'ftile of language illy fuited ' to
the chara&er oMa calm reafoner’; unwar-
ranted by the common rules of politenefs,
and the praétice of the HIGHEST AUTHO-

L arries v MEDICINE ¢ fortwe fee by the

extralt given from the works of the GREAT
Curien, in one of yeur: lefters to me’; he
fays, very modeftly, /2 bas now been ren-
dered probabley” &c. Your attempt to cram
down your opinion, by thus ftigmatifing eve-
ry one who does-not agree with you, de-
feats your intention ; for notwithftanding
your indelicate expreflions, phyficians and
others who think  for themfelves, will ftill
retain their own fentiments.

In my addrefs te'Dr. Meafe, I did not
confider it of as much confequence to deter-
mine whether the ftench from the fnow Nav-
igation proceeded from animal or vegetable
putrefattion on board, as to afcértain that it
was the unhappy caufe of the malignant fe-
ver that appeared among thefe firflt expofed
to it; yet I then believed and am now ful-
ly convineed that this ftench proceeded from
vegetable putrefattion alone, having feen a
lift of the cargo confifting, -befides other
merchandize, of a great variety of vegetable
fubftances, fome ‘of them faid to be fhipped
in bad order, and after being on board more
than four months in a very tight veflel, oc-
cafioned an “intolerable ftench whilft this
cargo difcharging : Whether or mnot our
late calamity could have been prevented by
a timely removal of this. veffel after the
ftench was perceived, T'will not determine ;

but a propofal of this kind, would from your |.

own principles, have been treated by you,
and perhaps by many others with contempt,
and the authors of it ftigmatized as being
unqualified to ‘difeern the connection be-
tween caufe and effe@, or as having wilfully
fhut their eyes againft evidence that would
enforce convi€tion in every mind not aduat-
ed by fome malignant mative—or at leaft they
would have been charged with having ex-
cited falfe alarms in erder to terrify the in-
habitants of this city. It may be proper
for me here to remark that although I have
mentioned this ftench as the caufe of the fe-
ver, yet I do not confider this circumftance
asin every inftance neceffary to prove the
exiftence, though in the prefent cafe it may
ferve to eMmce the uncommon degree of ac-
tivity, of the noxious caufe that produced
it ; for it is well known that malignant fe-
vers have been generated by the effluvia from
vegetable putrefaion when little or per-
haps noftench was perceived fromthemat all.
In order to give weight to your opinion,
or rathir 1o be confiffent with your affertion,
that the difeale was imported by the fhip
Arethufa ; you publifhed a lit of perfons
who were affeCted therewith ¢ from the 251th
Fuly,” and commence it with the ¢ pilot of
the, Arethufa.  But had you been free from
prejudice, and really aétuated by that ¢ poro-
erful defire” to afcertain the origin of the dif-
cafe, which you fay you are poflefled of,
you would have included in the hLft the
names of thofe perfons who were affe&ed by
the fever, Jbefore the arrival of the Aretbufa,
cither from your own pradtice, or that of
the phyficians from whom you colleted the
above mentioned lift. 1 am informed that
feveral phyficians have declared, that they
had cafes of the difeafe before the 25th Ju-
ly ; T hope they Will come to light, as they
will tend more than any other argument to
prove, that the difeafe did not {pring from
the * infefted bedding and clothes on board
the Arethufa.” A candid inveftigator into
the hiftory of the fever, will not be content-
ed with the agreement in your account of
the origin of the difeafe, and of the firft
perfon taken fick from on board the fufpeét-
ed veflel, but will inquire into the records
of the health of the city before the period of
her arrival, and if he finds the [ame difeafle
to have then prevailed ; he will acquit the
thip and look nearer home: for the origin of
the calamity, o
1f- any ftronger proof could be required
that the difeafe was not imported from the
Weft-Indies, I wouldadduce the declaration
of Dr. Epwazp Stevess; late’ of 'St.
Croix, and now one of the.confulting phy-
ficians of the port, who, having witnefled

this fever, in-all its ftages; degrees and {pe-
cies, in the ciry hofpital, has, it isfaid, de-
clared that. jt s materially - differént from the
sellonv fever'of the IWefi-Tndis s this informa-
tien was pul:,l.';“ned on thé 18th September,
and has, T believe, never been contradicted.
To do away the weight of this lniportant
argument, it will be faid that a different
climate may fo alter and modify the difeafe,
as to prefent different appearances here,
feom thofe exhibited in the Weft-Indies: but
this is a-mere fubterfuge 3 for it is this very
refemblanee which the féver bore to the
Welt-India fever that was faid to prove the
importation of our epidemic.  To reconcile
therefote the “appofite opinions of fome of
the Philadelphia phyficians, and Dr. Stevens,
it muft be obferved, that the former fpeak
from the deferiptions of boeks; the Jatrer
from PERSONAL ‘EXPERIENCE, derived from
a lengthy refidence inthe Wefi-Indies, and
an' extenfive’ praltiee ameng the fever in
gueftion. "1t anly requires COMMON SENSE
to determine which authority is moft worthy
of reliance.

Thus then T have annalyzed all your a-

larming ftories, of infeded bedding, infeded
fails, and infeded clathes ; and -1 have proved
that they amqunt to NoTHiNG:| ‘Suppofing
ita fa®, what remains to be proved, that
thetwo men ‘who died on the 4th June, on
board the Arethufa, on her paffage from
Kingfton to Havanna, died of the'yellow
fever ; No man who is unprejudiced, and
will attentively confider wht T have ftated,
can fuppofe, it eonfiftent ewith reafonior the
nature of things, that the above articles; after
being in conftant ufe, and no doubt fre-
quently wafhed, or eertainly wet with rain,
aod alred on the paffage, on board a clean
fhip arriving “in ‘ballaft and open hatches,
could have retained the infetion in fuch a
ftate of adtivity as to give the yellow: fever,
at the end of fifly days, ‘to the pilot, or to
the crew of a veflel whofe decksthey pafled
over-ou their way afhore, and that thefe per-
fons fo,infected {hpuld not infet any others
who were'expoled’ to the contagion from at-
tending theiy; at the fame time that thefe
failors' and thar clothes, fuppofed to be
thus highly chafged with infeftion, did not
give the fame difeafe they gave to fome peo-
ple in the gpen dir, to others with whom they
lodged. ’
It is true, by dinning our ears at the mo-
ment of alarm, with the accounts of deaths on
board a fufpeéted jip, you did for'a fhort time
gain your point with- many under the influ-
ence of ftrong prejudices ; but they will now
fee how little danger exifted from thofe
deaths, by reafon of the diftance of time at
which they occurred before. the arrival of
the veffel; a circumftance which you eare-
fully concealed, knowing well how greatly
it would tend to diminith ‘the confidence in
your opinion of her having thus imported
the fever. In fine, your attempt to trace
the fever to the fhip Arethufa, is unfupport-
ed by a jingle unequivocal fa@ ; but, on the
contrary, your opinion i proved to be ua-
founded by the very fad brought forward in its
Jupport.  Your own *¢ BELIEF,”” your own
¢ CERTAINTY, *—ERRONEOUS ASSERTIONS,
SUPPOSITIONS, and AMBIGUOUS FACTS,
are all you have to offer in its fupport; and
they will carry no further weight with them
than prejudiee will effet. . 'With the can-
did reafoner they. will pafs for nothing.

T fhall now proceed to detail as concifely
as poffible, the fa&s to prove theé origin of
the.late epidemic, from the snow Navica-
T10N, from Marfeilles.

This veflel arrived perfeétly healthy on or
about the 24th July, after a paflage of eighty
days from land to land, and I was told moré
than 100'days from Marfeilles. Her eargo
confifted of a valt variety of perifhable arti-
cles of both wegetable and animal natures.
Some brandy and red wine were alfo on
board. . I have authority to ftate, that the
cargo was reeeived on board, in very bad
order, and during rainy weather. This au-
therity is from two -mercantile men now in
this city, who were in Marfeilles-at the time,
and who mentioned the eircumftance the
moment they were informed of the fnow
having been fufpefted of imtroducing the
difeafe. . The cargo, had nearly been fve
months in the hold whea fhe arrived in this
port.. I-havealfo autherity to ftate, from
a genfleman to whom the captain made the
declaration, that he never had pumped his
veffel during the awhole pajlage ; to ufe his own
expreflion he faid ¢ the pumps might as well
have been below.”” The effe&t which this
would have in creating a heat in the hold,
and a putrefattion of perifhable materials,
previoufly in a ftate faverable to that pro-
cels, muft-be evident ; and fo careful are
fome mafters of velfels, to prevent this ef-
feft of a tight fhip upon cargoes liable to
heat, that they frequently pour water in
their pumps, and then pump it out again,
The fnow began to difcharge hsr cargo on
or about the 27th July, when a very offen-
five fmell was frequently pereeived to iffue
from the hold. Several of the erew were
{oon after taken fick ; one of them was re-
moved by the health officer to the hofpital,
State-Ifland, where he died. His difeafe
was not the ffurvy as ftated by the captain
of 'the fnow ; for Dr. S. Duffield, confult-
ing phyfician of the port, who attended
the érew, informed me he laboured under
an ‘inflammatory fever, with a pain‘acrofs
his breaft and fhoulders ; and it is probable
that the dleding at the mauth, which after-
wards came on (and which is a well-known
fymptom of the late epidemic) gave rife to
the opinion of the man’s difeafe being the
feuryy. ' Mr. Latimer’s bufinefs in the four
line frequently obliged him to be on the
wharf, within the [phere of the extent of
the offenfive fmell from the fuow. His fer-
vant man was {een on the wharf on the 2gth
July, though you fay he was taken fick on
the 27th. ~The difeafe quickly fpread to
the whole neighbourhood ; and particularly
affe€ted thofe petfons in the range of ftores,
counting houfes and fail-lefts, oppofite to
the Snow, covering a fpace of nearly 300
fect, from Starr and Pritchetts ‘to Pine-
ftreet, in all of awhich there were more or

the Snow lay, and the ealt winds which pre-
vailed ‘af_the time, fet direétly from the
Snow to the houles oppefite. - This fact is,
I believe, unparallelled in the hiftory of the
introdu&ion of a fever in this conntry, and
‘clearly proves the fource of the late epide-
mic. ~ Mr. Tittermary,. whofe counting-
houfe was near the bow of the Snow, af-
{ured me, the exhalation from. her was fo
offenfive he could fearcely bear it; and T
was informed of it by many others : it even
extended as far as the lower fide of Pine-
ftreet whatf.  So fickly were the erew of
the SnoWw; that when {he was requefted by |
capt. ‘Young, the harbour ma'ter, on the
sth Augult, to.réemove, one of the officers
replied, he could not, from the weak fRtate
of the people, without fome ather affilt-
ance. . They were {een continually refort-
ing to the bow of the veffel ina weak and
fickly ftate, and they hung a ‘mat ‘over ‘or
near the anchor ftock to hide the offenfive
fight from' public view. = Mr. Lewis who,
as mentioned above, was out of town when
the Arethufa arrived, complained much of
this ftench, and was raken fick on the tit
Avuguft.. Three men who difcharged: a
cargo from a fhallop, on the fouth fide of
Mr. Latimer’s wharf, and two others in a
flat at Pine-ftreet, all within. the extent of
the {mell, were feized with the fever after
they left the eity, which it is-faid proved
fatal to all of them. ~Even after the remo-
val iof the fnow to Southwark, the people
continued fickly for fome time.

The captain of the ‘fnow, upon my firft
publication concerning the ftench emitted
from her, acknowledged the fa& .of the
offenfive {mell, but faid it proceeded from
five or fix dead dogs which lay putrifying
in the vicinity of the dock ; yet he and one
of his witneffes are at variance as to their
fituation : ‘in fa&, no perfon can be pro-
duced who will affert that he faw . them in
either of thofe docks, and the faéts which
1 have ftated could be proved by a {ufficient
number of réfpe@able witnefles : indeed,
that fuch -a nuifance fhould be fuffered to
vemain in this neighbourhood for feveral
F days together, would be a reproach to thofe
who refide there or frequent it ; this caufe,
therefore, could not have produced the gx-
tenfive, permanent ftench that was perceived :
nor did it proceed from the bilge-water—an
idea introduced into feveral of your letters,
which - I believe to be your own, as I have
never heard it mentioned by any other per-
fon. I have lately feen Mr. B. Afhmead,
and he confirms what he had mentioned to
myfelf and others, refpeing the ftench from
the fnow Navigation. ~Mr. Benners, who
was employed as ‘weigh-mafter of this vel-
fel’s cargo, and who alflo complained of this
ftench, {oon after took the prevailing difor-
der, of which he died—a circumftance' I
did not meution before.

In your letter to me you fay that ¢ the
ftench from the fuow could not have pro-
duced the fever; becaufe the exhalation
from vegetable matters in a flate of putre-
fa&tion, is laid down by the great Cullen
as the caufe of intermitting and remitting
fevers, and are never contagious.’” 'The opi-
nion of Dr. Cullen, however refpeétable,
is not infallible ; and is oppofed by the au-
thoritics mentioned by Dr. Rufh, to prove
that vegetable as well as animal effuvia will
produce -contagious fevers. - I may alfo
mention, ‘that, notwithftanding the opinion
I have given above, it is poffible there might
have been a combination of both in' the car-
go of the fnow Navigation. - T .am at a lofs
to. conceive in what refpeéts the effential
component parts of vegetable and ‘animal
putrefa&tion differ, that they fhould. pro-
duee differerit kinds of fevgr.—Will the
analyfis of the two eflluvia into their ulti-
mate principles account for their different
effes upon the human conftitution? I
fhould be glad of an anfwer to this query.
I conceive that the point can only be de-
termined by the ¢ pafl experience’’ of > prac-
tical phyficians ; and this is dire&ly in fa-
vour of the idea (notwithftanding the gpi-
nion of Dr. Cullen) ‘that difeafes from one
Jource of effluvia are equally contagious as from
the other. To thofe who wifh faéts in proof;
I muft refer to the publication of Dy, Rufh
on the fever of 1793 and 1794,

As a proof that the heat and ftench of
the hold of a veffel will produce the yellow
fever, I will mention the following cafe, al-
ready given to the public. " In" the year
1793, a Erench Eaft-India fhip was brought
into the iland of Barbadoes by the Britith
letter of marque Pilgrim.  The whole if-
land ‘and the crews of both fhips were heal-
thy, -until the hold of the Indiaman was o~
pened, wher an intolerable ftench arofe, and
was found to be occafioned by fome bags of
pepper, lying near the pump having rotted.-
Every one of the white men belongingto the
fhips erew were feized with the yellow fever
which was very mortal ; and it even affected
fome of the blacks. * From the fhip it foon
{pread thro’ Bridgetown, with unufual ma-
lignity, and “fwept off ‘feveral Americans
there at the time. This one proof is fufhi-
cient to thew that wegetable putrefalion is ca-
pablesf producing a contagious difeafe :  Not-
with{fanding your pofitive ‘affertion to the
conitrary, and the eonteniptuous.manner in
which you fpeak of thofe who differ from
you in opinion. i

I fhall- now conclude by propofing fuch

means as will tend to guardourfea»ports from

And firft, T would remark, that it is not
merely the yellow fever from the Weft-In-
dies that-%e arc to fear. ' We now know that
yellownefs-is by nomeans chara&@eriftic of the
fever fo called, and is merely an accidental
fymptom, occurring as often inj the true
plague, and iu all other malignant fevers,
which may be a3 readily imported by infe&-
ed géods from Europe, as fevers Kom the
Well-Tndies.  As vellels from Marfcilles ia
the {ummer, ‘frequently have long paflages
from 80 to 100 days : as the cargoes bro’t
from thence and the neighbouring ports in
the ftreights, are very liable to'be damaged
from the caules that operated in the eafe of
the fnow Navigation, and wilk confequently

the iatrodu&tion of future ‘malignant fevers. |

{

cannot be difcevered by any health officer,
unlefs by difcharging the cargo, I would
have every veflel from thefe ports to unload,

efpecially in the fummier, at the Hofpital,

State Ifland ;' where ftore-houfes, wharves
and. piers fhould be built for the purpofe of -
accommodating the fhips and floring the
goods.  The anticles damaged, or Tuppofed
infe@ed, might then be opened and aired,
and the wine or other liquors on beard Tent
up to the city, - Veflels from the Welt In-
dies, on board of which any deaths had hap-
pened, or having fhort paflages from fickl

ports, to perfurm a quarantfnc proportioné
to the length of time fince the death, or of

‘the voyage 1 an indifecriminate. quarantine a§

obferved by our fhipping,.is certainly nei-
ther juft amor neceflary. During the per-
formance of gnarantine by any fhip, a per-
fon ought to be appointed to ftay on board,
or a guard boat ftationed nigh her, to pre-
ventany communication by water with the
friends of thefe on board from the ecity, or
the Jerfey-thore’ This guard boat fhould
fupply them with provifion, afd the officer
ftationed in her fhould be able to fuperintend
the fumigation of the iffeted veffel,

As apreventive for the gencration of foul .
air, and the damages which perifhable car-
goes are liable to {uffer from heated. air.in
the holds of fhips, I am of opinion that ma-
chines for the ventilation of veflels are of
great confequernice.  Wind fails, tho? ufeful
in empty fhips, or thofe in ballaft, crowded
with people, cannot aét at {ea in florms,
efpecially when the hold is full, nor in port
in ealm weather. Machines that would af-
ford by the motion of the fhip at fea, a con- .
{tant renewal of the air in the hold, or that
when in port, would require but little ma=
nual labeur to work them, would apply the |
moft effe€tual means of preventing the intro-
duédtion of malignant peftilential fevers into
our commercial cities, whether thofe fevers: .
were of foreign produ&ion, or of domeltic
origin from. imported materials. T am not
infenfible of the delicate fifuation I am now
placed in, when the bare mention of my own
invention, may be confidered as proceeding
{olely from a regard to my own intereft jand. *
on the other hand my total filenee on this oe-
cafion might be:confidered as a defertion of
myown difcovery made on the principle here
recommended.  Relying chiefly on the re-
ports of feveral mafters of veflels who  have |
witnefled the operation at fea of the machine.
which I have invented, 2ad which had been
conftru@ed in their veffels, I am led to be-
lieve that it will eventually produce the fa-
lutary effe@s which I have mentioned above,
efpecially in thips of the ufual fize employed
in the Weft-India or  Eurepean tradg, yet
in fhips of about four hundred tons burtheiiz.
or.upwards, their motion at fea being muct
lefs than in fmaller fhips the operation of the
machine will be proportionably leffened ;
and Tam told that in fuch fhips of which the .
number is fmall, owned in this port, it will,.
be neceflary that the number and fize of the
machines for ventilation fhould be prf)porti-
oned to that of the fhip wherein theyare -
conftruéted ; and that this. may be dope:
without much inconvenience, in the form
which I now make ufeof ; yet even in this
cafe, ‘it might be proper, efpecially in calm
weather- at fea, that ventilation fhould be
effeCted by a littié manual Jabour eccafionals
ly applied to work one or more of thofe ma-
chines, which might be accomplifhed in lefs
time and with ene half the Jabour that is ne-.
ceflary in-any other mode of veutilating the
hold of loaded fhips that I have yet heard
of ; asa proofof this aflertion, feveral maf
ters of fhips have informed me, that by or-
dering hands to work  thofe machines only
about two hours in a day, they found that
flour, or other provifions might be preferv-
ed from all damage in the'hold of a fhip for'
feveral months in the Weft-Indies, and fey-
eral gentlemen in this eity have alfo witnef-
fed the effeé produced by this machine when
worked in'this ‘way, in éxpelling the foul
air from the cabin, ftate rooms, and the
hold of thethip, and that top where the
heat as well as the ftench was fcarce tole-
rable, to thofe who had not been accuftomed
to it ;. yet after all that I have faid, if any
better mode of obtaining this great defide-
ratum can ke devifed, let it be adopted; and
notwithftanding in yeur- firk letter to me,
you attemptéd to ridicule my difcovery; atd

‘ungzeneroufly ‘to infinvate, thut I" began to

write, merely to puff off my own invention,
yet all I fhall fay in reply, is, that every in-
vention calculated to leflen human mifery,
however it may excite the envy or ridicule
of fome, will afford pleafure to every bene-
volent mind. - When the plague, yellow fet
ver or any other contagiows difeafe arrives in
a veflel, and the goodsand fick perfons are
landed below, I would have the hofpital well
guarded by perfons appointed for the ex-
prefs purpofe to, ent off ithe communication
from thofe imprudent perfons, who might
with to-vifit their fick friends, or from the
attempts of ' thieves during the time the
goods were expofed to the air. "The hofpi-
tal thould be walled in, and gate keepers
appointed to live in-fmall houfes at the gates
for the purpofe.of admitting proper perfons
and preventing or of giving timely notice ‘of
the intrufion of ‘ftrangers. ot
“While'however care 18 taken to “prevent
diforders from abroad, let us not forget that
danger attends us at home. . Popular. pre-
judicey( which it muft be granted-is'very nat-.
ural) has hitherto induced ‘moft of us in'A-
merica to afcribe all our epidémics in'fea
port towns to importatation from the Wefl-
Indies ; while the fame natural prejudiee
leads the people there te dény ftrenuoufly ’
the charge of their occalional epidemics o-
rignating among them ; bnt to aferibe them
uniformly to flave /bips. *But malignant d {-
eafes occur too frequently in our country,
and at too great a diltance from fea ports to
permit us to infpute them always to foreign
infection. They can originate in any place
and in_any climate, provided the' caufes capable
of producing them exiffi.  ‘The phylicians of
Baltimore and Norfolk bave afcribed the
difeafes - which have lately afflited tho'e
places o the exhalations of the place ; and

emit a fimilar offenfive fmell, and as this can-
Nov. 25 1797- .

{ lefs fick. About~the centre of this fpace ‘as it i kiown that the yellow fever has ge-




