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[C;N.‘x, ded from y{'/v'; rd! x’v'_v Gazetié:]

But, while it may be admitted, that a
competent .government. has been eftablifhed
for the United Statesy and for this flate;
and while it may be admitted, that this flate
is fufficiently fubdivided into inferior dilt
tricts, it may yet remain a proper fubje& of
fuquiry, whether a competeat: government
has been provided for the inferior diftridls
into- which this ftate ‘is fubdivided ; and
r this is not a fubje& proper for le-
giflative confideration : Aud this fubje& 1
the more open for difcuflion, as, if anynew

y on be proper, no extraordinaty con-
tion of the peofle, nor any alteration of
tie conftitution is neceffary, to effe&t it; but
it may be accomvlithed by the ordinary ex-
ercife 'of legiflative autlicrity.

It may nat however be improper, for a
moment, to fufpend: this eaquiry, in order
juft to mention, that there is another divifion
of the ftate with a viewto elzfions. Several
counties fometimes compofe one diftrick, for
the purpofe of choofing one ortnore fenators
in the aflembly or rgprefentatives in con-
grefs. : : 3

Now, T believe, every county is fubdi-
vided into election dift1i@s, each compofed
of one or more townfhips, or parts of town-
thips, within the bounds of which, 2ll the
jnhabitants meet at one place, to elect, their
county, ftate, ‘or federal officers.

The powers of governmenl are ufually
divided into three kinds, legiflative, judi-
cial, and executive ; and I ‘confider it as
effential, that, not only the whole territo-
vy, but every divifion or diftrict, into which
it is divided, poflefs, within itfelf, fipll au-
thorityof the legiflative, judicial, and exe-
cutive kind,  under the coantroul, whenany

of its resulations or acts have a more exten- |

five ‘tendéncy, «of the fuperior diftri&t or
jurifdidtion, which may be affefted by them.

The anthority of ‘the government of the
United States, extending. over the whole
territory of our federate republic, is defined
in’ the conftitution of the United States.
The authority of the government of Penn-

fyleanid, one of 'the diftricts or membeérs of

the United States, extending, over, the
who of this diftri&t, is defined in the con-
fitution of this-ftate. . I do not take upon
me to fuzgelt any improvement in the fede-
ral or ftate government ; but proceed to en-
quire, whether a competent government has
been provided for the.counties a'n:‘l town-
fhips, into which this ftate is divided and
{ubdivided.

" The United States is a corparation, Each
flate is a'corporation. But it has not'yet
been exprefsly deelared, that every county,
and every townfhip, is alfo a corporation,
This T thiek eflential to be done.

The authorityrefembling the legiflative,

for the county, 1s vefted cHiefly in the

county  commiflioners, who are authorifed
to impofe and apply fuch fums of money,
as are  neceflary for the public fervice and
bencit of their refpe&tive counties.®* This
autharity {eems to be ample,

ffected, by making ! :
: :ocotbc; co):mties, while it fits in Philadel-

-proper; that the commiffioners. have com-
pleat legiflative authority, to diret the in-
ternal taxes and improvements of the county.
Befides their prefent authority, they ought

alf6 to have power, to declare any naviga-

ble ftreams, within their counties, to be
« public highways, and to prefcribe whereand
how roads fhall be made and kept up at the

expence of the county. The manner of their |

exercifing this authority may be regulated
. by Jlaw; and, like other authorities, in all

proper cafes, fubmitted to the eontroul of |

the judiciary K

The commiflioners come into office gene-
rally. unexperienced in théir duty, and,.‘not
(cldom, with ftreng prejudices againft a right
exercile of their authority ; and before they
have: overcome their prejudices, or learnt
their.duty, their authority expires.  Thus
the office of commiflioners is tao often filled,
not with intelligence and public fpirit, but
with ignorance and obftinacy ; and the im=
provement and profperity of the counties are
greatly obftrn@ed.  This might be reme-
died, by doubling the time of thtxr appoint-
ment, apd elefting only once in every two
years 3 unlefls it were thought proper, to
double ‘alfo the number of commiflioners,
and ‘ele@ one yearly.

The cmjntvyjudiciary is eftablithed by the
conftitution of the ftate on 2 refpe&table
footing. Thelegiflature has not yet thought
proper; though they have the example ‘o'f
the courts of the United: States, fo.r, this
purpofe, to velt the courts.wit.h what ia ca.ll'
ed chancery powers. This is an effential
improvement: yet neceflary, and eafily to:
be cffected in the judiciary department, 1
confider it asanother defet in the county
judiciary, that their records may, before
jndgment, beé removed out oi: the county.
All the purpofes of uniformity might be
the. fupreme court, as

phia, a court for the decifion Qf points of
Jaw ‘only, without any jury prn(':cfs‘.;‘ and'by
direfting, that-one or more of the judges of
the fupreme court, or with the prefident of
the county. court, thonid, at ftated terms,
. and at leaft once in every year, hold a cir-
cuit in each county, for the trial of all cafes

. removed from the county court into this cir-

cuit court. Judgments of the county couts
might be examined in the circuit court on
writs of error 3 and judgments of the circuit
court, in the fupreme court, which com-
pofed as is now the court of errors and ap-
vpeals, @ould be the court of lalt rcfort in
this ftate: ; s

The executive officers of the _;udxcxﬂal au-
thority are fherifis, corontrs, &c,

* 3y St L.23% ¢ :

.

and I think it

The commiffioners have power to appoint
j. & clerk: " This is an officer effentially ne-
ceffary to a proper execution of their truft,
Their proceedings ought o be accurately
recorded, ‘and thelr books and papers depo-
{ited in a fafe public office, under the care of
their clerk.

A county tieafurer is allo appointed by
the commiflioners, for the receipt of all the
coutity and ftate money, = Healfo qught to
have a fafe public office, aud keep public
books. . For the colle&ion of public taxes,
the fyftem of townfhip officers ought to be
applied to.

The fyftem of townfhip government, as
the leaft important, has been: the leaflt at-
tended to 3 and it is from the improvement
of it,” not .only as it concérns the {everal
townfhips, but as-partof the general fyl-
tem, that the chief benefit which I have in
view will arife. : |

At prefent there’is no general authority i
in a townfhip, analogous to that of couaty .
commiflioners.  ‘The care of the roads is!
committed to f{upervifors, and the caré of |
the poor to overfeers. ~ And for thefe feve-]
ral purpofes, they have feverally the autho- |
rity. of impofing, applying, collecting and /
expending the townfhip taxes.

The judiciary authority is velted in a
jultice or jultices of the peace, atting fin-
gly, and in‘an unfolemn and domeltic way.

Conftables execute the procefs and de-
crees of the townthip judiciary. - But be-
tween the time of arefting a defendant,
on a warrant for a debt, and the time of
hearing before the juftice, it is not provid-
ed what the conitable fhall do with his pri-
foner. Other inconveniences might be men:
tioned.

Afleffors and colle@ors are employed in
proportioning and levying the county taxes.

I would have the townfhip adminiftration
new modelled, fo as to render it competent
to all townfhip purpefes, and auxiliary to
thofe of - the county, the 'ftate, and the
| union.

Every townfhip ought to be a little Rtate,
with its legiflative, judiciary, and éxecutive ;
a corporation, with. complete powers for,
the government of all ita internal concerns,
t under fuch regulations and controul as may
be thought proper. And there onght to
be a toewn-houfe in each townthip, at which
the diffevent autherities of townfhip admi-
niftration ought to be exercifed. Annexed
to this thete cught to be a town jail.  A-
round the town-houfe would naturally grow
a fmall village, which, being under the eye
of the townfhip authority, would be better
regulated, and more remarkable for deceney
of manners than country villages, without
fuch fuperintendance, too often are. There
the cosntry manufaurers would naturally
be colleéted, and much improye each other.
And much time, now wafted in travelling
from one to another would be faved:

The legiflative authority of the townfhip
ought to be vefted in townfhip commiffion-
ers, appointed like county commiffioners,
and like them having full authority to im-
pofe and appropriate {uch fums of money
as are neceffary for the improvement and
benefit of the townthip. They ought, for
examplé, to have power to declare what
roads fhall be laid out and maintained at the
townthip expenfe ; to direék the regulation
of fences; to pravide for the fupport and
employment of the poor, if they fhall con-
tinue to be a townfhip charge ' and, with-
out multiplying inftances, to do all things
neceflary for the public benefit of the town-
{hip. )

It has been propofed to the legiflature to
employ and maintain the poor at the ex-
penfe of the county. Several objeéts;, now
committed to the earc of the townfhips,
might be diftributed, according to’ their
, magnitude, to the fuperior diftrifts. There

might be hofpitals or work-houfes for each
county, fupported by the county ; for each
ftate, {upported by the ftate ; and for the
. United States, fupported by the United
States, There might be roads, fupported
by the county ; roads, fupported by-the
ftate ; and roads, fupported by the United
States. Other obje&s of public care might
be, in like manner, diftributed to the jurif-
di&ion affeted by them, in proportion to
their importance. , ‘

Every man muft have had ocecafion to re-,
gret, that the dignity of the judicial branch
of government 1s fometimes not well fup-
ported, in the domeftic and unfolemn man-
ner in which the townfhip judieial autho-
rity is exercifed. . For the improvement of
it; I would recommend, that though juf-
tices may iffue warraots or ether original
procefs, at their own houfes, ‘or as occafion
requires, and may there examine any inei-
dental queltion; yet that the juttice, and
if there be more than one, the juftices; ‘of
the townfhip fhould meet and hold a town-
fhip court, for trying and determining
caufes in the town-houfe, and at ftated
times ‘or court days. Every warrant or
fummons, iffued for any debt or demand,
by any juftice in the townfhip, ought to
be made retarnable at the town-houfe; on
the next court day, and the matter ‘there
heard by the juftice or jufkices in the town
céurt.

At the meeting of this court, every juf-
tice of the townfhip ought openly to feturn
into eourt all his domeftic official proceed-
ings, relative to conviftions; or any other
part of his jurifdi€tion. . :

When a conftablé has received -from a
juftice, ot from the town court, any pro-
cefs, he will proceed to executeit.  When
he has arvefted a defendant on a’warrant
for debt, he onght to havéd authority, like
the fheriff, if bail forhis appearance at ‘the
next town court be pot given, to commit
him for fafe cuftody to the town jail. _Be-
fore the fitting of the court on each court-
day, the conltable fhould return all his pro-
cefs at the town-houfe.

A clerk ought -to be appointed in each

This would present many  irvegularities in
the proceedipgs of jufbices, from  which
parties’ before theni now fuffer not a little.
The fame clerk ought-alfo to be'a clerk to
the townthip commiffiongrs, and record all
their'proteedings. :

All taxes in the townfhip may be colleét-
ed by the conftable, and paid over to a town-
fhip treafurer, whofe duty it fhould be to
pay over all ‘county taxes to the county
treafurer, whofe duty it fhould be to pay
over all ftate taxes to the ftate treafurer.

The application and expenditure of the
money raifed for'the ufe ‘of the poor, the
roads, '&¢. may-be ‘entrofted with officérs
appointed for that purpofe.

Every county town ought of courle to
be a borough, and every borough ought to
have a feparaté government, for its internal
concerns, on the plan ‘of a.townfhip, mo-
delled to its peculiar circumftances.

This townfhip adminiltration might be
applied to various ufeful purpofes.

1. The'townfbip commiffionersand jaftices fit-
ting togethier for that puspofe, might have power
to fix en the plags, where a town-houfeand jail
fhould be built, and direé their building.

2. To them alfo might be affigned the duty of
fixing the number of taverns in the tewnfhip, and
recommending proper perfons for lcencesto keep
tavernsy -

3. Public inftruion is a public duty :. and the
conflitution’ of ‘this- flate has dire@ed the legifla-
ture to: provide for the eftabiifhment of ‘fchools.
As various grades of fchools are neeeflary, uri
verfities, colleges, academies, and fehools common-
ly fo called ; the eftablitlhment and direction of
them may be committed  to the adminiftration of
the refpetlive territory or diftri®. There may be
fchools éAablithed for the United States, for each
ftate, for ‘each county, and for cach townfthip.—
The townthip fchools may be eftablifhed by the
townfhip commiflioners and juftices, and taxes for
their eftablilhmentyand, if - neceffary, for their
fupport, be impofed'by the commiffioners.

Religion, as a part of public inftruction, and
an effential fuppor- of government, well deferves
publie attention and authority, to fupport its min-
iftration : and public authority might be exerted
in-this part of publicinltudtion, ia the fame man-
ner, as in the cafe of fchools.

_Public inftru&tion, in thefe tweo articles, ma{,
to fome, appegr more exceptionable, than any oth-
er poin: ftated in the fyfem propofed. Butlam
perfuaded, that, in proportion as prcjudice is fub-
dued, and the attention fixed to the fubjedt, its im-
portan  will manifeft itfelf. . What is ‘man with-
out infiru@ion ! And how flender is your hold  on
his mind without religion !

4. An important ufe might be made of this
townthip adminiftration, in conduing cle&ions,
one of the moft interefting tranfaétions in the
adminiftration of the rovernment.

It has been remarked, that large alfemblies are
avt to be tumultuous ; and, therefore, and for the
convenience of the ele@ors, ceunties have beer
divided into election diftricts. But, from the me-
thod of conducting elections,, many evils arife —
There is no, uniformity, nor folemnity, nor regu-:
larity, nor, fometimes. honefly, in their nzanage-
ment. The election officers ate often unfkilful in
that,or any kind of bdfinefs ; and the places where
the elections are holden, are altogether unfit for
aproper or accurate manner of holding them. So
that, as they ar¢ now helden, it would be much
better, that there were no divifion of a county in-
to election difiricts, and that all the electors affem-
ble at the court houfe, where there would be more
means, and, from the habitjof folemnity, a grea-
er chance for an -accuraté. and regular election,
than at the placeof diftriee election, ' The incon-
venience of the places of.election, and the want
of fkill and care in election officers, occafion ma-
py errors and frands in theelection. It has even
happened, that the election officers have not been
fworn, till the election wasever; and it is notori-
ous, that they take mo pains to enquire, whether
thofe, who offer their votes, are qualified as elec-
tors. - It ought to be remembered, that clection is
a part of the adminiftration of the government
and, for a man not qualifiied as an elector, to ex-
ercife this duty, isto ufurp fovereign powers. For
this reafon, the Jaw of Athens pumfhed with death
a ftranger, or ungualified perfon, who interlered
in the affemblies 'of the people. And the intro.
du&ion of a great ntimber of ftrangers among the
citizens of Ronie, ‘Montefquieu eonfiders as onc
the caufes of the ruin of that republic.*

! Ele&ions might be,stthe fame time, convenient,
regular, {nwll, and felemn, if every townfhip or,
borough! were declared a foparaie cledtion diftridt,
snd the eleftors of that diftri& were required to
meét at the town houfe, and give in their votes,
under the infpe®ion of thetownthip commiffioncrs
and juflices, who, or as many of them as thould
attend, thouldcondu@ the ele®ion. The town-
thip clerk, with an afliftant appointed for the pur-
pufe, by theatténding commilfioners and jultices,
fheuld, under theikinfpedtion, cater the names of
the voters in a lit, caft up the votes, and minute
all the proceedings of the ele@ion. The folemni-
ty of the place and the officers, from. the habit of
the tranfadtion of important bufinef:, would fecure
aregular aud folemn ele&tion. The multiplicity
of diftriés would difcourage intrigue ; the prefent
authority, and the vicinity of the jail, would re=
prefs tumult.; and.the fmallnefs. of the difirict
would enable the electors, in the greatcft numker,
and in one day, to choofe all their officers, for the
townfhip, the county, the ftate, and the United
States.. !

To prevent unqualified perfons from voting, it
ought to berequired, that all the citizens in. each
townthip qualified to vote, fhall, at fome townthip
court previous to their offering their votes, have
their right to vote examined by the juftice or jufti-
ces, and ‘their namesiinferibed, by theclerk, in a
roll of ¢ledors, to be kept by him, digefted inan
alphabetical order 5 and, that no vote {hall be re-
ceived at any eledtion, from any man, whofe name
is not inferibed on the ele&ion roll of the townthip:
Withont this, or a fimilar regulation, I fec 1o ¢f-
fedtual and convenient precantion againft unquali-
ficd perfons intruding them{clvedinto onr cleQions,

When the elecsion is finithed and afcertained,
the refult of it, fo far as rcfpeqtl(ownfhip officers,
ought to be recorded by the town clerk 3 and a co-
py of it, cer§iﬂcd by hira, be tranimitted to the
county court, and to the county commiflioners, to
be-inferted alfo in thair records. Sofar as it ref-
pected officers of the county, the ftate, and the U-
nited States, it wenld be, as now, tran{mitted to
the county town, and difpofed of as the law directs.

Together with the refult of the townfhip
ele@ion, a copy of the minutes of proceed-
ings, as alfo of the roll of ele&tors, the names
of the ele@ion officers, the lift of voters, the
number of votes for each officer and candi-
date, certified by the town clerk, fhould
alfo be tran{mitted to the comty town, and
after careful examination, depolitedin the
commiflicners office. .

Other advantages might be ftated, or oc-
cur in éxperience, f!?,‘*? the townfhip argan-
jzation. The prinewples of this plan might
be varied and improved. | The county com-
miffioners and judges might have authority
to alter the arrangements of the townfhips,
and, from timeto time, enlarge or leflen a-
ny of them. _And it deferves confideration,

to any officer of which, together with the
proper civil officer, “any smagiftrate might;
when he' thought proper, direét his war-
rant.
Thus, on a general model, might be efta-
blithed, in every neighbourhood, a particu-
lar government free and ' energetic, compe-
tent to afford inftant prote&tion to every pea-
ceable man, and inftantly fecure for punifth-
ment every tranfgreflor.. . The force of the
laws would be more within the view, and
nearer the feelings of all. * The laws would
therefore be mor¢ refpeéted; in proportion
to the refpeét for the laws, the government
would be ufeful, ftable, and permanent.
Whether this fyftem {hall'be adopted, or
not, it lies not with us to determine; but it
is a proper fubjet for the ferious confidera-
tion of usall. ~ And it is peculiarly our du-
ty, at this  time, in our feveral ftations, to
promote refpect and obedience to thelaws,
and fo to promote the efficacy and happinefs
of our government. ‘And for this end, let
us proceed to enquire, whether, how, and
by whom, any public law has Been viol:ted,
within the jurifdi¢tion of the court.

The article figned a « Country Subfcrib-
er” publifhed in Friday’s gazette of the U-
nited States, occafioned fome remarks in
« Poreupine’s Gazetre” of Saturday, of
which the following is an extratt.

s« [ Previous to making any remark on this let-
tefy it is necefflary to lay before the reader the
offenfive paragraph, as it flands in my gazette. ]

ANECDOTE
From the N. Y. Daily Advertifer.

¢ When Franklin was on his miffion to
France preyious to the alliance, ke put up
one mght at an inn near the frontiers. = Gib-
bou, the celebrated hiftorian, happening to
be in the fame houfé, Franklin feat his com-
pliments, requefting the pleafure of {pending
the evening with Dr. Gibbon. In an{wer
he received a card, importing, that ¢ not-
withftanding Dr. Gibbon’s regard. for the
chara@er of Dr. Franklin, as a man-and a
phifofopher, he could not reconcile it with
his duty to his king, to have any converfa-
tion with a revolied fubjed! Tranklin in re-
ply wrote a note, declaring, that ¢ though
Dr. ‘Gibbon’s principles had compelled him
1o withbold the pleafure of his converfation,
Dr. F. ftill had fuch a refpeét for the charac-
ter of Dr.'G. as a gentleman and an hifto-
rian, that when in the coutfe of his writing
the hiftory of the decline and fall of empires,
the decline and fall of the Britifh ‘empire
fhoyld come to be his fubje&, as be expedied
it foon ewould, Dr. F. would be happy to
furnifh him with gmple materials which were
in his poffeffion.”

Upon this I made the following remarks::
¢ Whether this aneedote record a
truth or not, I ‘fhall not pretend to fay ;
but it muft be confeffed that the exprefl-
ions imputed to the two perfonages were
fri@ly in charaler. In Gibbon we fee
the faithful {ubje&, and the man of candour
and honour: in Franklin, the treacherous
and malicious ¢ old ZanGa ef Bofton.””

Now for the letter of Mr. Fenno’s cous-
TRY SUBSCRIBER. He hints at other
paflages in-my gazetts, < calculated to de-
grade the American charader, &c.” befides
the one he has noticed ; but, as I cannot
even guefs at thele, I fhall be excufed for
confining myfelf, on the prefent occafion, te
the particular inftance which he has cited.

He obje&s to my ¢ rewiving animofities”
avhich all good men defire to bury in - oblivion.”
How unjuft this eharge is muft be perceived
at once by every one who cafts his eve over
the above. The anecdote was notof m
[eledion 3 it was publifhed in a New-Yor{
ppper, and republithed in all thofe of this
city. The publication of it at this time was
a fort of dung-hill cock triumph over Great-
Britain, and could be intended for ne other
purpofes than that of “ reviving animofities.””

The obfervations on this fpiteful para-
graph are fuch as were naturally called for :
the reprobation of the malicious old hypo-
crite, who is reprefented as the bero of the
anecdote 3 and they do not contain the leaft
réfletion on the American charader or the
principles of the revolution. :

Old Franklin is held up to the admiration
of the people, for having wantonly, and ma-
licioufly prediéted that the empire of Brit-
ain ewoyld foon. fall to the ground ; and be-
cdufe I call him an old Zaxca for this pre-
diction, I am charged with degrading the
American \charader ;. as if every American
were admitted to be of the fame difpofition,
and to entertain the fame vengeful fentiments,
as this. remorfelefs. old deift. * Nay, Mr.
Fenno’s correfpondent carries the thing il
farther, and obferves, that the obfervation
on Franklin neeeflarily . applies, itfelf to
Meflrs. Wathington; Adams, Jay, and Ham-
ilton. - But, if thiscurious logician expeéts
to be helieved here, he muft firft prove each
of thefe gentlemen to have uttered fenti-
meuts equally infulting, vindi&ive, and fan-
guinary, with thole of Franklin ; a thiag, I
‘believe, which it would be very difficult for
him to do. However, this I have nothing
to do with.. When I am convinced that
either of them, not content with obtaining
the independence of the Colonies, was {2vage
enough to bug bimfelf in the hope that the pa-
rent flate would perifb in the conflid, 1 will call
him a Zanca. Nor fhall 1 be afraid, in fo
doing, of expoling myfelf to the charge of
inconfiftency. I have thought highly, aid
I'have fpoken highly of thefe gentiemen,
but, did any one ever {uppofe that I'applaud-
ed them merely as revolutionifls: 2 Much lefs
as bittery inexorable, and brutal enemiesto Great-
Britain.

Red Port Wine, _
Jukk arrived, by the brig Iris, capt. Rhodds, from
Oporto,

Red Port Wine in pipes, hhds. and quarter cafks
60 cwt. Cork, for fale by ‘

Philips, Cramond, & Co.
_Wyar ' ‘ 5
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townfhip to receive all the returned proecls
from the conftable, and all the dometftic
proceedings from the juftice or juftices, en-
tef them in a book, and keep a record of

The Medical Lectures
In the Univerfity of 'Pennfylvania, are poft-

poned until the laft Monday in November
next. :

whether, in #ach townfhip, there ought not
to be a fele@ body of militia, whole pecu-
Jfar duty it fhould be, to fupport the laws,

21l 'the procecdings of the town court.

* Spirit of Lawr b % 6.3 | Oclober 14. 2wqw,,
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE,

PARIS, Auguft 24.

The following curious Letter has been pube«
lilhed on the death of the Duke of Or.
leans, the Abbe Fauchet, andfome Gi.
rondines, figned by Lothringer:

«« Thauny in the Department of the
Upper Rhiney” Fuly 21, 1797,
¢t T this moment, Sir,leave a prifen where

I have beeh confined for having retradtedthe

oath of 1791,and for having made fuch re:

cantationtof it as was {nfficient, according
to the Conftitutional Schifma, to have fe-
duced all the world.  On ' my return home

I found a letter from youdated on the z5th

Aprillaft, which the fear of doing me an-

injury had prevented from being fent to me -

in the prifons of Epinal. I haften to re.
ply to it !

¢« With refpe@ to .the Duke of Qrleans,
you may inform the Duchefs his very ref-
pectable and pious fpoufe, and who deferv-
ed a'more happy hufband, that T reccived

a letter from Fouquier Tinville, formerly

the public aceufer of the infamoeus Revolu-

tionary Tribunal, diré&ing me to adminif-
ter the laft offices of ourreligion to the Duke:
of Orleans. Arrived-at the prifon of the

Conciergerie, I found him difpefed to con-:

fefs.very fully, but a drunkén man, whofe

name I do not know, and wha was condem-
ned to {uffer with them, for having, I ‘be-
lieve, thrown bread into the common few-
er, prevented his doing fo by the horrid
blafphemies which in - his drunkennefs and
his defpair he poured forth againft religion
and its fervants. It was'in vain that the
guards attempted to filence him till at length
by great Providence, | the drunken man fell
afleep juft as the, Exeentioners had arrived.

¢ The Duke of Qrleans afked me if T was
the German Prieft whom the wife of the
keeper of his prifon had mentioned to him,
and whether T entertained geod religiovs
principles. I told him that having been fe-
duced by the Bithop of Lydda, I'had taken
the oath ; that I had long repented of it, and
that I had never for a moment chauged my-
religious principles, and that I was only
waiting for a favourable opportunity to re-
traét the oath. The Duke then knelt down
before me, and afked'me if he had yet time
enough left to make a &encral confeflion.—

I told him that he had, and that no one had

a right to interrupt him; on which he

made a general confeflion of the whole of

his life. ~ After having confefled, he afked
me with a penitencereally fupernatural, whe-
ther T believed that God would receive him |
into the number of the eleét ; I-proved to
him by paflages and examples from the Ho-
ly feriptures, that his noble repeutance, his
heroic refolution, his faith in the infinite
merey of God, and his refignation to death
would infallibly fave him. ¢ ¥es,” faid he,
¢ T die innocent of the erime of which I 2m
accufed ; may . God forgive my Judges as
I forgive ,them. I have indeed  deférved
death in order to expiate my fins. I have
contributed to the death of an.innocent perd
fon, and. thas has been my bane ; but he
was too good ‘not to forgive me ; God will
join us both with St. Louis.”. I am not
able to exprefs how much I  was edified by
his noble rzfignation, his afli&ion and his '
fupernatural defire to’ fuffer every thing in

| this and the other world for the expiation of

‘his fins, of which he afked fora fecand and
final abfolutinn at the foot of the fcaffold.—
Of thefe particulars you may confidently af~
{ure the Duchefs. , -
« With refpect to the bithop of L.ydda,‘
I have nothing to add, except that he told
me at the commencement of the foi-difant ‘
civil conftitution of the clergy, but al{o the
doQrines which he preached in his club,
called the Iron Mouth, refpe@ing the Agra-
rian law, the Franklin oath, &ec. and that
he profeffed the Roman Catholic and Apof-
tolical religion.  This circumftance occafi=
aned murmurs among rhe guards who were
prefent, who told me aloud that I fhould
be guillotined as well as him. ~“The  Abbe
Fauchet, after having made his confeffion; *
heard himfelf that'of Sillery.

feven who made their confeffions to me, viz.
Duparet, Gaudien, Fauchet, Beauvais, Le
Hardi and Vagier ; I do not recolleét the
name of the feventh. N

¢ Briffot, whom I knew, did not make
any confeflion, but I remember ‘that the
others having afked him' whether'he believs
ed in an eternal life in | the other world, and
in a ftate of reward, he anfwered, ¢ yes."’

Signed, « LOTHRINGER.”

+

Letter from gen. Heche, commander in
chief of the army of the Sambre and
\ Meufe, to the Exccutive Dire&ory.
¢« Wetslaer, 29 Thermider,
(Aug. 6) fifth year.
¢ Yeou have been called on, citizén di-
reCtors, by a meflage of the council of fite
hundred, to bring before the tribunals the
perfons who figned the orders given to “the
troops for their ‘march into. th. interior.—
For once M. Willot has fpoken my wifhes
both to the national reprefentation and to
you. .
- <. Allow me, therefore, to requeft of you
to point out the tribunal to which I am te
apply, to obtain at length the jultice to
which I am entitled. Itis time that the
French nation fhould be made acquainted -
with the atrecity of the aceufations repeat-
edly brought forward againft me, by men
who, being my peifonal enemics, ought at
leaft to make their friends, or rather patrons,
fpeak out in a caufe which is. perfonal to '
them. 47550l el 3
¢ It is time that the inhabitants of Paris,
more efpecially, thould know what is under-

“food by the marking out of limits for the

military ; and {hould have: an explanation
given to them how 9 or 12,000 men (T »
will fuppofe a greater number) can block-
ade a city which, at the firlt beat ofa drum,
or the found of a bell, if the latter be pre-
ferred, could arm 150,000 of its inhabit- -~

: laws.

ants for the defence of its property aud its -

&

¢ Of'the twenty-one deputies, theré were -

(I

.
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