oY

o

Lhe Gasette,

PHILADELPHIA,.
THURSDAY EVENING; SepTemBER 21.

To the Senire and Houss of Reprisen-
T4717ES of the commonwealth of'- Penn-
SHvania. ;

GENTLEMEN, :

I HAVE ‘confidered, with great atteén-
tion, the bill, entitled, ¢ Az a& to regu-

late the general elections held within this
commonwealth 3”7 and I now return it (hay-
ing been prevented from returning it at the
laft fefliioh, by an adjournment of the ge-
neral affembly, on the day when it was pre-
fented to me) ‘with a declaration, that I do
not approve thereof ; and with the follow-
ing ebjedtions, as the ground of my difap-
probation. iR
" 1. Becanfe the bill not only operates, in

fome of its provifions, ex poff fado, enadting
a fpecies of evidence to- prove the elective
trights of a certain clafs of citizens; which
was not ¢ontemplated at the time when
thofe rights ‘were acquired ; but from the
extraordinary, and, in many inftances, im-
pratticable, nature of -the evidence itfelf,
fuch citizens.may often be deprived of their
conftitutional privileges, though they have
never incurred a forfeiture, and are not
chargeable with any negligence.

Thus, it is provided in the firft feétion
of the bill, * T'hat no petfon, who accord-
ing to the laws of the United States, is
deemed an alien, fhall be admitted to vote
at any eleftion within this commonwealth,
unlefs he has been previoufly naturalized ac-
cording to the direftion of a law of the U-
nited States, pafled the twenty-ninth day of
January one thoufand feven hundred and
ninety-five ; or fhall have been otherwife
naturalized previous to that time, and fhall
prdducc a - certification thereof, under the
feal of the ¢ourt, wherein he has been na-
turalized, or if otheraife naturalized before
that time, then SUCH CERTIFICATION, OR
OTHER WRITTEN EVIDENCE THEREOF, as
Jfrom the nature of [uch ' naturalization, . fuch
perfon may reafsnably be required to produce by
any judge, or infps_ory or by any tawo cleBlors
qualified to wote at any Juch eledion 1" Now
in order to fhew that the objetion, which
1 have ftated, is well founded, it will be
proper to take a retrofpetive view of the
evidence of naturdlization, which was ori-
ginally eftablifhed, for thofe cafes that oc-
curred, before the fubject had been regulat-
«d by any excreife of the federal authority.

The g42d fection cf the Frame of Go-
vernment, eftablithed in the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and feventy-fix, declared
¢ that every foreigner of good chara&er’
who comes to fettle in this ftate, having
ficlt taken an oath or affirmation of allegi-
ance to the fame, may purchafe, or by o-
ther juft means acquire,’ hold and transfer
lahds . or other real eftate; and after one
year’s refidence, fhall be'deemed a free citi-
zen' thereof, and entitled to all the rights
of ‘a natural born fubje& of this ftate, ex-
cept that he fhall not be capable of being
eleded a reprefentative until after two years
refidenee.”

On the thirteenth  of January one thou-
{and feven hundred and feventy-feven, an
a& pafled obliging the male white inha-

' bitants of this ftate to give affurances of
allegiance 3 the form of an oath or affirma-
tiag was prefcribed ; and the"juftices were
dire®ed to keep regifters of the perfons fo
{worn or affirmed, and to tranfmit the fame
to the recorders of ,deeds of the counties
refpedtively, who were dire€ted to record
them. :

In the years one thoufand feven hundred
and feventy-eight, and one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy-nine, other aéts of a
fimilar import were paffed ; but effedting
né material alteration in the point of view
in which the fubje& now offers for confide-
ration. /

But, on the thirteenth of March one thou-
fand feven hundred and eighty-nine, an a&t
was pafled to repeal all the laws of the com-
monwealth, requiring an oath or affirmation
of allegiance from the inhabitapts ; .and by
the fourth fe&tion it was provided, that noth-
ing in this aét contained fhall be deemed to
extend to, alter, or affe&, the forty-fecond
feétion of the frame of government of this

. commonwealth, but that every fuch foreign-
er as in the faid fé&ion mentioncd, who fhall

‘come to fettle in this ftate, fhall, after one

years refidence therein, be entitled to the
full enjoyment of the rights and privileges
therein {pecified, upon taking and fubferib-
ing an oath, or affirmation, fuch as in the
a& is fet’ forth. The mayor, recorder,
each and every alderman and juftice ‘of the

cace, before whom fuch oath or affirmation
{hovld - be taken or fubferibed; was directed
by the'a& to keep 2 fair regifter of ‘the
names and addition of the perfons fo fworn
or affirmed, 20d to tran{mit to the recorders

of decds of, the counties refpeétively, lifts of

the mames of the perfons fo fworn and
affirmed, which lifts avere threupon to be re-
corded.”’

It appeats then, that from the {eventeenth
of June one thoufand feven hundred and
feventy-feven, to the twenty-fixth of March
one thoufand feven hundred and ninety,
congrefs exercifed the power of natu-

yalization granted by the eighth fection of
the firlt article of -the conttitution of the
United States)+ the rights of citizenfhip
were to be acquired, and the fact of natural-
ization was to be recorded, in the mode thus
defignated by the forty-fecond fection of the
frame of government and the laws to which
Lhave referred ; but neither the frame of
overnment, nor any of thofe laws will be

« found to contain a pofitive provifion, as to
the mode of eftablifhing the fa& of naturali-
zation, in cafe the regifter of the magiftrates
and the records of the recorders fhould be
loft. By the bill uader confideration, it is
indeéd, contemplated, that every naturalized
freeman adtually refident within the limits of
the United States, on the third of Septem-

{when

natives, in the exercife of the cleétive right ;
but between the third “of September one
thoufand feven hundred and eighty-three,
and the twénty-fixth of March one thoufsod
feven hundted and ninety, many alicus were
naturalized, according to the laws in force
during that period.

Under thafe circumftances, a recurrence
miift behad to general principles'; and it is
a general principle, that if a record is loft,
the fa&s, of which it was intended to ‘be the
memorial, may be proved by oral  as well as
by written evidence. No citizen can an-
{wer for the care and fidelity of the magift-
rate or recorder ; nor canthe magiftrate or
tecorder: guard againft alts of Providence
and the various cafvalties by which all hu-
man precaution may be defeated, and every
monument of human art is liable Yo be de-
firoyed. If exemplifications of the regifter
or record ‘are not. produced, proef might rea-

{onably, perhaps, be demanded, that the

but ftill it is a great rule of law upon this
fubje&, that the beft évidence only fhall’ be

mits ; or, in other words, that no evidence
fhall be received which fuppofes that higher |
evidence remains in the power of the party ; |
to extend the rule further would tend, in my

tained but the gratification of a fpeculative
hope, to’ guard againft a poflibility of deceit
and impofition.

As, therefore, the only mode prefcribed,
during the period to whieh T immediately
refer, for perpetuating the evidence of natu-
ralization, was the regifter or record of the
public officers ; as the individual who feeks
to exercile the rights of naturalization,
could have no controul bver thofe officers ;
and as the officers themfelves cannot be ref-
ponfible for accidents or outrages ; [ have
ventured to queftion, whether it is reafana-
ble or confiftent wjth the principles of jurif-
prudence, that at the diftance poffibly of
fourteen years, eertainly at - the diftance of
feven years, awritten evidence, and writlen evi-
dence exclufively, thould for the firt time be
demanded (and that too, at the inftance of
any two cle&tors) from the citizens who
have ‘derived their title of citizenthip, under
the very different circumftances which have
been ftated,? This rigor would at once ex-
clude all evidence arifing from the previous
uniform exercife of the right of voting :—
from the oath or affirmation of the party
himfelf ; and from the oral teftimony of
any number of the moft credible witnefTes ;
it would disfranchife fome citizens, without
the flighteft imputation of blame ; and, in
effe&, it would reduce many who have for
years performed all the duties, and enjoyed
all the advantages of citizenfhip, to the ab-
folute condition of aliens.

I1. Becaufe the bill will, in its,operation,
unneceffarily embarrafs the exercife of the
rights of fuffrage ; and may deprive fome of
the moft meritorious citizens of the privileg-
es of ele&ion. '

Thus, by the ninth feftion of the bill it
is declared, that the  alphabetical lLift to be
furnifhed by ' the cotnty commiflioners to
the infpe@ors of election, fhall contain * the
names and furnames of all the male taxable
perfons, inhabiting within the refpective
eountics, who have been aflefled for a flate
or county tax at leaft fix months before that
day, and not exonerated 2 And by the elev-
enth feftion of the bill it' is declared ‘that
¢ no perfon of more than twenty-two years
of age fhall be admitted to vote, whofe name
is not inferted in the lift of taxable ‘inhabit-
ants, furnithed by the commiffioners, unlefs
two reputable electors well known ta be in-
{pectors, fhall depofe that from his poflefling
taxable property, keeping#a houfe, or other
circumftances, they firmly believe the faid
perfon hath paid a ftate or county tax aflefl-
ed agreeably to the provifions in the confli-
tution, and this a&, and that he refides and
hath refided at leaft fevenmonths in thetown-
thip, ward or diftri&t, in which he offers to
vote ; and the faid perfon fhall alfo depofe to
the truth of the fame, or produce a receipt

a ftate or county tax, affeffed as aforefaid.

New, the effetts of thefe regulations are
‘'objetionable in a two-fold point of view:—
1ft. Inafmuch as the accidental, or negli-
gent omiffion, to infert any citizen’s name
in the commiffioners alphabetical lift (a cir-
cumftance that has too often occurred) will

making proof of his right t6 vote, at the ve-
ry moment when he tenders hts vote, by tawo
reputable eleclors ; though in every other cale,
except treafon, one reputable witnefs is com-
petent to afcertain a faé, and tho’ the fa&
may be known enly to women, to: perfons
who are not ele&ors, or to citizens who are
exonerated from the payment of taxes.

known ‘o the infpeftors, muit know from

eircumftances, his capacity to pay a tax

pofed) and muft atteft his previous refidence

he offers to vote, though a&ual refidence at

miflioners alphabetical lift.

es. It is true, that the conftitition of the
ftate contains a declaratory article, that,
¢t in ele@ions by the citizens, every free-
man of the age of twenty-one years, having
refided in the ftate two years next before the
eleion, and within that time paid a_flate or
county tax, which fball have been affeffed, at
leafl fix months before the eledions fhall enjoy
the rights of an eledor ;¥ . But this is mani.
feltly an affirmative, and not a negative pro-
vifion j=It reftrains the legiflature from de-
nying to a perfon, fo qualified, the right of
voting ; but it does not preclude the legifla-

be one thoufand feven bundred and eighty

regilter or record is itfelf loft or decayed ;'

required, which the nature of the cafe ad-'

opinion, to create endlefs perplexity, and to !
fubvert juftice, when nothing could be at- |

from the proper colle&or of the payment of

condemn_ {uch icitizen to the neceflity of

Thefe witneffes, morcover, muft be well
the ftate of the party’s property, or other

(tho’ in addition to this, his own oath, or
the prodution of a collector’s receipt is im-

for feven months within the diftriét, in which

the time of voting would alone be required,
if his name had hot been omitted in the com-

2d. And, m the fecond place, inalmuch
as it excludes from enjoying the rights of
{uffrage, all' perfons, who thall be exonera-
“ted, for any caufe, from the payment of tax-

three, fhould ftand én the {ame footing with . ration ; nor does it affent,or imply, that the | - Lord M.—1In pofleflion of your Colonies
“eXoneration from taxes, fhall work a for-{in the Antilles, of your Falories in the

feiture of the rights of fuffrage, the moft | Eaft-Indies, Matters of the Sea, and of an
* valuable rights &f citizenfhip.  An exonera-|immenfe Navy, with which no power can
cope, and that tdo derived from almoft the
whole of your Navy, our hitereft has been
filent at-the voice ot humanity.

tion,” by the party entitled to receive, muft /
be in this cafes (as in many cafe that ‘occur |
in private tranfadtions) tantamount toa pay-
ment, by the party liable to pay. 'If, in-'f
deed, a différent interpretation were given
to the conftitution how could ele&ions have :
been held, or the advantages of reprefenta- '
tion have been enjoyed, by the inhabitants
of thofe townfhips " (forming” in fome inftan-
ces a confiderable porticn of a county)—
which have occafionally been exonerated; by |
law, from any pecuniary contribution tow- |
ards fuftaining the public burthens? Since,
therefore, the conftitution does not render
the payment of taxes an indifpenfable pre-
liminary to the exeraife of the rights of fuf-
frage, the principles of public gratitude and
political juftice, feem_ to require, that, at
 leaft, fome @iferimination fhould be made; as
to ‘the objeftsy  whofe exoneration from a |
pecuniary duty, fhall be thus accompanied |
by the deprivation of a civil franchife. The !
remembrance’ of thofe fcenes, in which the '
patriotifm of many of the original public
creditors, ‘and the heroifin of many of the
veterans in our‘revolutionary war, were the
caiifes of fuch penury, ot infirmity, asmuft
incapacitate them, at this momant, for yield-
irrg a pecuniary aid to the ftate, can never be
obliterated : nor will it, I am confident, be !
deemed politic, or juft, upon refletion, that :
men, whofe fervices and affli&tions hanorably
entitle them tothe exoneration contemplated,
fhould, merely from that reafon, be de-!
nounced, as unworthy of partaking in' the
adminiftration, of government, which they
have affifted to eftablith, at the hazard of
their lives, or by the facrifice of their for- |
funes. THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Philadelphia; 28th - Avgufty 1797.

AT TI0O0N
T Seamex and other C1T12ENS of America.
| AT the laft fifien of congrefs, a propofition
was brought fefward, whether a cirizen of the
United Statés might expatriate himfelf, or, in.oth-
er words, forfeit his allegiance to his own country,
and become a citizen or fubjeét of another ? It was
propofed to pafsalaw for that purpofe ; but, on’
further confideration, it was agreed that the quel-
tion fhould lie over tijl the enfuing me=eting of the
houle of reprefentatives., The probakility is,there-
fore, that it will again be intreduced whea ' con-
grefs meets, - Every feaman and citizen of Ameri-
ca, who poffefles genuine atjachment to his coun-
try, fheuld avoid entering info any foreign fervice,
whatever fattering encouragement. might be held
out for him to abanglon bis own country ; for, if
the law takes place, which is likely, it is expedted
to be fo modified, that if a citizen of eur ceuntry
take the benefit of it, and furrender his allegiance
to his own, and take it to @ foreign nation, thathe
will never haye it in his power to reftore what he
has voluntarily y up, and confequently never
afterwards enjoy privileges and benefits of an
American citizen. - Hence it ought to bea fettled
determination with him, to confider any one who
is daring enough to hold eut temptation to him to
accept of foreign employment, as his greateft ene-
my. Maanyadvantages may be painted to our ci-
tizens in glowing colors, tofeduce their affe&ions ;
but it will be Tound, if experiment fhould unfortu-
nately be made, that it is mere delufion, and the
advantagesheld out will be as unfubftantial as the
vifionary phastoms of adream. Nonation under
Heav en affords fuch advantages to the induftrions
citizens as ouf own country. Let us therefore con-
tinue attached to it, as a part of ourlelves, and
nst give up the rights of American citizenthip, by
taking allegiance §o any @ther country, which can
never again be recalled, 4d to be deplorable exam-
ples of our own folly, :
AN
Baltimore, Sept. 13.

AMERICAN CITIZEN,

FROM A LATE LONDON PAPER-
Lord Malmfbury and Letourncur.

The following ludicrous account of the

Letourneur, is extraéted from L’ Impartial
Euraopéeny of the gth inft. It ferves to fhew
the high opinion entertained of the talents
of the Englifh Negociator, as oppofed to
thofe of the Prefident of the Negociation on
the part of France.

¢ The French  Plenipotentiaries were no
fooner. informed of the arrival of Lord
Malm{bury @t Lif, than Letourneur fent
to afk permiffion to wait pn him. - He had
repeated his little leffon in the morning with
fome fuccefs, and flattered with the indul-
gence of his mafter, he longed to enter the
lifts with the Englifh Ambaflador.—~The in-
terview took place on the 6th inft. Lord
Malm({bury was in kis Study, when his Ex-,
cellency Letourneur was announced. The
Lords who were with him as Secretaries,
immediately arofe ; the folding doors were
thrown open by the fervants, and Lord
Malm{bury, advancing towards the French
Minifter, took him affe&ionately by the
hand, led him to a feat, and faid, thathe
was afhamed to have been anticipated In
paying his refpeéts where they weve due,

Letorn—My Lord—Your Excelleney !
You arevery kind. \/

Lord M. (to the Lords of the Embaffy. )
Gentlemen, partake with me in the inter-
view which I, have now the honour to en-
joy-  You are the Envoys of Philip, and
here (pointingto Letourneur’) is the Demoft-
henes of France.

Letourn.— You are very kind.

Lord M.—You know the pacific intenti-
ons of the King my mafter. As thé Agent
of his will, and invefted with unlimited pow-
ers, I hope to find your Excellency difpol-
ed to returnthe amicable fentiments'which
I am commiflioned to exprefs. ' The repu-
tation for probity and candour which you
jultly enjoy, €onvinces me that this will be

J
the cafe. :

the fear of an invafion, ‘Ay?

any one who knows the ftate of your Ports
and Dackyards.
val force ‘makes it amount to twenty ‘Ships
~of the Line’ and fome Frigates, confined to
your parts, and incapable of making ajunc-

‘you procure ‘wood, hemp, fail cloth, &c.

interview between Lord Malmfbury and §

Letourn.~—You aré very kind.

Lord M. —Reftitution, Compenfation,
and Indemnity; fuch are bafes on which the
ftruGure of Peace and of happinefs for the
two Nations, which we reprefent, is te be
raifed.

Létourn.—~That is a great deal. ;

Lord M.—TIn the War which has deftroy-
¢d the connedtion of the two Countries, for-
tune has diftributed its favours {0 vaequaily,
that the advantages, you muft, from a con-
fideration/ of facts, admit, remain entirely

Letourn, (rubbing bis /;ann':)—And from
Lord M.—Ridiculous apprehenfions in

The regiftet of your na-

tion.

Letourn.—To which are to be added the
Navies of Holland, Spain, and Venice.
Avre they nothing too?

Lord M.—It is not the number of Vef-
fels that confers fuperiority.. A Navy con-
fifts of two parts, the more fubftantial part,
as the Ships, and the ‘eflential part, thatis
the Crews and Commanders. ~Admitting
that with the addition of the Venetian force
you had eftablifhed the fubftantial part of
your Navy, you would yet be deficient in
the effential part, and your Fleet would be
kept in port by the third part of the naval
force of England.

Letourn.—While we have wood we can
have fhips ; and the reft may be fupplied by
a requifition. :

Lord M.—Your Excellency recolleéts,,
that at the Treaty of Peace of 1763, the
French navy was in a deplorable ftate ; that
that Treaty ftipulated the number of fhips
which France ‘fhould build annually 3 that
the oblervance of it was particularly watch-
ed by our commiffariesyand that Franee on-
ly got over it in the American war. How
many years are neceffarv to the reftoration
of a navy ? Suppofing all the Dockyards in
Europe employed in the fervice, they could
only have produced her forty fhips per year,
becaufe the colle@ion of materials muft be
regulated by the produce of nature.

L etourn.—Hold.
Lord M.~ But while your commerce is
interrupted by our cruizers, where would

Letourn.~Hold.
Lord ~M.~But fuppofing - France
to furnith every material, you could
never build more than 12 fhips a
year ; and as to failors, fince the entire ru-
in of your commerce, of your fifheries, you
have neither naval fchools nor pupils, and
foldiers compofe but a very bad crew:
Letourn.—~My Lord, you muft agree,
that beforethe Quiberon expedition it would
not have been impoflible for us to have pro-
duced excellent officers ; and ‘you cannot
vontend that the beft of your naval officers
perifhed in that expedition.
Lord M.—The event was a little adverfe
to us 3 but if we are reproached with not
having been very careful of {pilling French
blood on  that occafion, we fhall reply by
citing the law which commends the maffa-
cre of prifoners.
Letourn.—Infa@.
Lord M,—Let nshave done withthis ex-
ceffive policy, and. proceed ftraight to the
obje& of our deliberations.
Letourn.—That is well faid.
Lord M.—On what conditiondoes France
feek peace? . :
Letourn.—1 will tell you in a moment,
my Lord. (Draws, a paper out of his pocket.)
Thefe are my directions. = She alks,
1. The reftitution of her! colonies.
2. The reftitution of her fhips, or the va-
lue of them in money.
3. The reftitution of the Dutch navy.
4. ‘The reftitution of the conquefts taken
from Holland.
5. An indemnity of fo many millions for
the benefit of the F/:nch, for reafons here-
after to be affigned. ,
Lord M.—What would be the anfwer
of yuor excellency, if England fhould adopt
the principles on which the French Repub-
lic has treated with the Houfe of Aauftria?
Letourn,—1 do not underftand you.
Lord M.—France requires reftitutions ;
but hasit reftored Holland toithe Houfe of
Orange, the Low Countries to the Houfe
‘of Auftria, or Savoy to the King of Sardi-
nia ? On what title would it found the pri-
vilege of keeping what, it has gotten? On
its victories ! That would be contradi&ory
to itfelf, On ‘its power j its armies have
not yet invaded our coafts. - On the promife
made to its allies ? Ought England to fub-
mit to ftipulations to which it has not con-
fented.

Letourn.—1 think—1I am of opinion—it
may bew—it is—I do not know-—however
—for confider—( Zakes out his awatch)—
Two o’clock !—Pardon me, my Lerd, 1
muft leave you. My wife and my colleagues
are waiting for me, I will ftate your Lord-
“fhip’s obfervations. to them, and I have no
doubt—But I muft firft. confult the Téle-
graph : for I can do nothing without the
Telegraph.—( Their Lord/bips rife.)—1I beg
you will not trouble ‘yourfelves—No cere-
mony—you opprefs me— How do you do ?
(in' Englifb)—Good night (inftead of good
day) : return, I beg of you.

As LerournEur went out, much laugh-
ter was heard, but from> #hat quarter our,

\

TOURNEUR réturned to his colleagues, and
told them that he was enchanted with Lord
MarmesBury ; that things had taken the
beft turn imaginable; and -that peace  de-
pended only on a thread.

Thomas Armat and Son,
OF PHILADELPHIA,
NFORM their cuffomers and the publie, they
have removed a part of their merchandize to
Wilimington : Alfo, they have their ftore open‘in
the city. «At either place their friends can be fup-
plied, and their orders carefully attended to,

By the Cumbertand, from Hull, they have re-
ceived a handfome affertment of articles, fuitable
to the approaching feafon ; and expedt to add to it
by other fall {hips, 7

Should the ficknefs prevail in the central part of
the city, that branch of their bufinefs will ‘be re-
woved to Germastown. §
The commanication by polt is open and re=

on our fide.
Lctourn=True.

tore from exercifing the power an an exone-

* Sept. 18.

gular as ufual,
thef.

correfpondent does not inform us. M. Lg-

By this day’s Mail.

RK, September z0.

¥ .
NEW-YO

B_y the Fanny, . Braine, from G[a/go'w, in
eontinuation— [ From the Sun of Aug.8.] i
The latef? ;

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.
FRANCE.

-PARIS, Auguft 3. ghs
Extra& of the report of Domas to the
- council of five hundred, in the name of
the committee. charged te examine into e A
the refolution refpeting the Conftituti-
onal limits, and the one relative to the
movements of troops. T
This eloquent report, which is in every
refpe€t worthy ofits author, ought to prove
to the little Club Machiavels, that thofe
dreadful - divifions, which they flatterred
themfelves with having created berween the
Councils, exift only in their imagination.
General Dumas has fhewn himfelf at the
Tribune of the Council of Ancients, what . = .
Pichegru has proved himfelf in that of the {
Council of Five Hundred—a friend topeace,
and  ready to make every facrifice, except
that of honour, te public liberty. = He had
no difficulty in proving, that thefe two re-
folutions were in every refpeét conférmable
to the text of the Conftitution, and were
called for by the critical fituation of public
affairs. Sh
We are bound to flate, that within fome :
weeks the confoling appearance of publicaf- .
fairs has totally changed—Diftruft ‘has fuc- :
ceeded to hope, agitation to calm, Revolu~
tionary appearances to the tranquility which
prevailed before.
The Executive Diretory, deceived by
chimerical alarms, appear apprehenfive of ° !
the future, and fearful of relying on the fiip-
port of the power which has been entrufted *
to them, or the exercife of its lawful means;
they endeavour to appear apprche‘ﬂﬁfé of”
an attack on the Conftitution ; but inflead
of retreating into a fortrefs, and defending”
it, they have recourfe to arms, which the
Conftitution fhould break. ;
There are, doubtlefs, men in France who
regret the old government, and there are
others, no doubt, who have a partiality to
the Revolutionary Government, fo favoura- '
ble to their malignant paflions, and their in-"
fatiable avarice ; but thefe fectaries of defpo- -
tifm and anarchy form but a fmall party'in
the Republic ; and even fuppofing the nuth-
ber of them greater than it is, the Royalifts '
have fhewn the feeblenefs of their policy, the
Anarchifts the cruelty of their difpofition,
too much to fuffer us to fear that they will
ever again be able to mufter’ with fuecefs
againft the -Defenders of the Conftitution.
If the Diretory would fee the objeéts as
they really are, and not attempt to reprefent
the political horizon as charged with clouds
whieh have blown over us, they wouldbe
convinced that the great majority of the
‘country is devoted to them. Who then are
the perfons who favour one or other of thefe
opinions ? ' Are they thofe who firlt at-
tack the power of Minifters when armed,
with Letters de Cachet and arbitrary power
to att as they pleafed ? * Are thefe the per-
fons, who in different public Affemblies
have, proclaimed and developed the ‘princis
ples of Liberty and of Reprefentative Go-
vernment ; It 15 this incalculable number
of Adminiftrators, of Judges, and of Publie
Fun&ionaries who bave entailed upon them-
felves the hatred of thofe who only with for
laws that they may profit by them ; or of
thofe who hope for advantage by the non-
exiftence of the laws ? & e
Can it be from our vitorious Soldiery
who have feen the Conftitution rifé cemented
by the blood of their Brethren—who have”
perithed in dangers in which they have par-
taken >—Tt is from them that Wwe are to ex-
pe& meafures that are incompatible with
the fafety of the Ceonftitution ? S
Let the dire&ory frankly unite with the
legiflative body—DLet it derive its power
from its true fource—Let them be convinced
that there is a ceffation of government when
there is a ceffation of harmony betwcen the
{upreme powets. = That authority, however
extenfive, is not fufficient for governing, if it
is net fupported by confidence, and that con=
fidence is the prize given by public opinion
—that minifters without efteem, are minif=
ters without influence,  and that they will
meet with obftacles where others ﬁgoul{‘h’avt
found affiftance — : e
That peace, which is the common abject
of all our wifhes, can only ,Be'dsféided
(whatever talents the negociator may \pof-
{es) by the ftri&t coalition of all the firftiau-
thoriticsr—. : hot &
That generals crowned with lTaurels, t\at 3
foldiers and citizens having the molt | lcti-
ous profpéét before them, the life of }Z&)m-
pey, and the old age of Timoléon, will ne<
ver confent to facrifice their brilliant defti-
nies in fueh a Catilinarian attack. =~ & RE
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OFFICE OF THE MARINE, AUG. 4o =«
The privateer Le Petit Diable, capt;hi i
Salvetat, has taken, after afight of three X
quarters of an hour, and carried into Delf-
zil, an Englifh packet;boat named the Dol
phin, bound from Yarmouth to Cruxhaven;
it had on board a courier, eharged V(uhd$
patches, and 18 paflengers. AR
The privateer Intrepid, of Naates, has
taken a fhip under American colours, from
Liverpool to Philadelphia, with a cargo of
falt, coals, tin, and copper fheathing, for
three frigates. Yol s e
" The privateer Le Deeade, of Bourdeaux,
captain Lufoue, has taken and carried into
Corrunna, the Portugueze fhip the duke,pf
Braganca, of 600 tons, laden with cotton,
rice, coffee, cocoa, &c. &c. from Marag-
nan to Lifbon. i e oS
The privateer Le Chaffeur Bafque, capt.
Dariban, bas carried into Bayoune a fine
Englifh brig, called the Jean, from Quebee,
laden with planks, fkins, pot-afhes, &c, &¢,

o

The privateer Le Coureur, of Rochelle,
t \ = X




